
April 17, 2008 1 

S.R. 414  2 

 3 

Title:  In Support of an Increase in University Resources for the Study 4 

Abroad Program 5 
 6 

WHEREAS,  The Texas State Legislature, in H.R. 413, declares that "International 7 

education is an essential component of modern education, and is critical to 8 

promoting a broadened worldview and thereby preparing Texans for life 9 

and work in the global economy”; and,  10 

 11 

WHEREAS,  The Report of the Commission on the Abraham Lincoln Study Abroad 12 

Fellowship Program states that “Promoting and democratizing 13 

undergraduate study abroad is the next step in the evolution of American 14 

higher education. Making study abroad the norm and not the exception can 15 

position this and future generations of Americans for success in the 16 

world”; and, 17 

 18 

WHEREAS,  The Boyer Report proposes that students be provided with “opportunities 19 

to interact with people of backgrounds, cultures, and experiences different 20 

from the student’s own”; and, 21 

 22 

WHEREAS,   President William Powers has stated, "When we cross borders to learn 23 

from one another, we break down barriers. It is extremely important, at 24 

this moment in history, to listen to what other cultures tell us. The cross-25 

cultural experience enriches individual lives, instills global competency, 26 

and strengthens the entire university community"
1
; and, 27 

 28 

WHEREAS,  A substantial portion of study abroad scholarships are available 29 

specifically for students in the College of Liberal Arts (CoLA), but not 30 

equally available to students in other colleges; and, 31 

 32 

WHEREAS,  The University of Texas at Austin ranks third in the United States in terms 33 

of the number of participants in study abroad programs, with 2,169 34 

students studying abroad in the 2004-2005
2
 academic year; and, 35 

 36 

WHEREAS,  The number of students who study abroad has increased by an average of 37 

9% each year since the 2002-2003 academic year
3
; and, 38 

                                                
1 http://www.utexas.edu/student/abroad/ 
2 2004-2005 data is the most recent data available 
3 Based on statistics from the Study Abroad Office records 



 39 

WHEREAS, The increase in the number of students who study abroad has not been 40 

matched by a proportional increase in resources devoted to the Study 41 

Abroad Office or scholarships for study abroad; and, 42 

 43 

WHEREAS,  Several degree programs, such as International Business, require a study 44 

abroad component as part of the degree plan; and, 45 

 46 

WHEREAS,  According to the Study Abroad Office, the number one reason students do 47 

not study abroad is that they do not believe it to be affordable; and, 48 

 49 

WHEREAS,   The decreasing value of the dollar places a greater financial burden on 50 

students who wish to study abroad; and, 51 

 52 

WHEREAS,  40% of all applicants to the International Education Fee Scholarship 53 

(IEFS) were given scholarship money in the 2006-2007 academic year, 54 

but only 20% were given scholarship money in the 2007-2008 academic 55 

year
4
; and, 56 

 57 

WHEREAS,  The University Co-op provides financial assistance to students studying 58 

during the Maymester or during certain summer programs by giving out 59 

more than $250,000 each year through its Co-op GOES Scholarship; and, 60 

 61 

WHEREAS,  The Co-op GOES Scholarship fund is scheduled to be reduced to 62 

$100,000 in the 2008-2009 academic year and cut completely in the 2009-63 

2010 academic year; now, therefore, be it, 64 

 65 

RESOLVED,  That the Senate of College Councils supports the Office of Development 66 

in making procurement of alumni and corporate sponsorship of study 67 

abroad scholarships a priority; and, be it further, 68 

 69 

RESOLVED,  That the Senate of College Councils encourages the UT administration to 70 

increase financial support of studying abroad in proportion to the growing 71 

number of students participating in the study abroad program; and, be it 72 

further, 73 

 74 

RESOLVED,  That this resolution be sent to the Director of the Study Abroad Office, the 75 

Chief Financial Officer, Vice President for Development, the Vice 76 

President of Student Affairs, the Provost, and the President. 77 

 78 
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4 From IEFS records from the Study Abroad Office 


