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September 25, 2008 1 

S.R. 501 2 
 3 

Title: In Support of Including a Plagiarism Addendum to Course Syllabi 4 
 5 

WHEREAS,  Scholastic dishonesty is currently a pressing issue for U.S. universities, as 6 

evidenced by the Center for Academic Integrity’s finding that almost 80% 7 

of college students admit to having cheated at least once;
i
 and, 8 

 9 

WHEREAS,  The Psychological Record has also found that 36% of undergraduates 10 

admit to having plagiarized written material
ii
; and, 11 

 12 

WHEREAS,  Maintaining and consistently raising the standard of academic integrity at 13 

UT is integral to upholding the University’s standing in the public eye; 14 

and, 15 

 16 

WHEREAS,  “A study conducted by Ronald M. Aaron and Robert T. Georgia: 17 

Administrator Perceptions of Student Academic Dishonesty in Collegiate 18 

Institutions found that 257 chief student affairs officers across the country 19 

believe that colleges and universities have not addressed the cheating 20 

problem adequately;”
iii

 and, 21 

 22 

WHEREAS,  Increased attention to this matter by the University acts as a deterrent to 23 

plagiarism as well as scholastic dishonesty as a whole; and, 24 

 25 

WHEREAS,  The Senate of College Councils has always supported academic integrity 26 

by taking a strong stance against plagiarism through initiatives such as the 27 

creation of the Honor Code and Integrity Week; and, 28 

 29 

WHEREAS,  The University of Texas at Austin Catalog defines plagiarism as “the 30 

appropriation of, buying, receiving as a gift, or obtaining by any means 31 

material that is attributable in whole or in part to another source, including 32 

words, ideas, illustrations, structure, computer code, and other expression 33 

or media, and presenting that material as one's own academic work being 34 

offered for credit;”
iv

 and, 35 

 36 

WHEREAS,  Plagiarism does not always occur intentionally, and many times students 37 

are unaware that they are plagiarizing information, owing to a lack of 38 

understanding of the precise definition of plagiarism; and, 39 

 40 

WHEREAS,  Merely providing a link to the Student Judicial Services website, which 41 

explains in precise language the definition and scope of plagiarism, does 42 

not provide adequate ease of access to information about plagiarism; and, 43 

 44 

WHEREAS,  If students were provided with a clear explanation of plagiarism and 45 

examples of common incidences of it, students would have a better 46 



 

2 

understanding of what constitutes a transgression and would be less likely 47 

to commit violations of academic integrity; and, 48 

 49 

WHEREAS,  Course syllabi are a standard resource given to all students across campus 50 

and thus provide an ideal channel to disseminate information about 51 

plagiarism; and, 52 

 53 

WHEREAS, This addendum is an important component of a broader, more extensive 54 

campaign for academic integrity by the Senate of College Councils; 55 

therefore, be it, 56 

 57 

RESOLVED,  That the Senate of College Councils supports the addition of a plagiarism 58 

addendum to every syllabus in classes where students are graded on 59 

written work, with the exception of “blue book” exams; and be it further, 60 

 61 

RESOLVED,  That this resolution be sent to the President, the Executive Vice President 62 

and Provost, the Vice President for Student Affairs, the college and school 63 

deans, the Chair of the Faculty Council, and the Chair of the Educational 64 

Policy Committee.   65 

 66 
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