
 

1 

 
 
 
 
 
November 6, 2008 1 
S.R. 503 2 
 3 
Title: In Support of Reducing Construction Noise During Exams 4 
 5 
WHEREAS,  The University is currently undergoing a period of heavy construction 6 

around campus as part of an initiative to beautify, expand, and improve the 7 
facilities of the University; and, 8 

 9 
WHEREAS, The Senate of College Councils supports and encourages this initiative; 10 

and,  11 
 12 
WHEREAS, The loud noise and vibrations caused by the construction serve as a major 13 

distraction and impediment to students trying to listen and work during 14 
class and exams; and, 15 

 16 
WHEREAS, A report published by the National Academy of Sciences states that 17 

“excessive noise can also interfere with learning by affecting memory and 18 
acting as a distraction that impairs a student’s ability to pay attention;”1 19 
and,  20 

 21 
WHEREAS, Exams constitute a large portion of a student’s grade, and as such are an 22 

important determinant of a student’s final grade in a class; and, 23 
 24 
WHEREAS,  Construction noise during exam periods thus distracts students to a 25 

significant degree and negatively impacts their chances of success on an 26 
exam; and, 27 

 28 
WHEREAS, The University of Wyoming also encountered a similar problem on their 29 

campus, which resulted in a proposal from the UW President 30 
recommending that “during mid-terms and final exams the construction 31 
activity should be significantly reduced to allow students quiet study 32 
time;”2 and, 33 

 34 
WHEREAS,  The College of Pharmacy has set the impressive precedent of working 35 

with the construction company to schedule the use of noisy machinery 36 
around the exam schedule in the building; now, therefore, be it 37 
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 38 
RESOLVED, The Senate of College Councils strongly encourages the reduction of 39 

construction noise during exams to a level that does not negatively impact 40 
the test-taking environment; and be it further, 41 

 42 
RESOLVED,  That this resolution be sent to the Provost to begin discussions about 43 

reducing construction noise. 44 
 45 
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