
February 12, 2009 1 
S.R. 506 2 
 3 

Title: CAPPING THE TOP TEN PERCENT RULE TO ALLOW FOR MORE 4 
ADMISSIONS BASED ON OTHER MERITS 5 

 6 
WHEREAS,  While the top ten percent rule was established in Texas under House Bill 588 to 7 

encourage diversity among admitted freshmen, it fails to satisfactorily achieve its 8 
goal 1; and  9 

 10 
WHEREAS,  HB 588 only factors class rank in its admissions criteria, excluding other important 11 

factors such as extracurricular accomplishments and the Scholastic Aptitude Test 12 
(SAT); and 13 

 14 
WHEREAS, It is critical that a more holistic review process be allowed in order to achieve a 15 

more diverse freshman class; and 16 
 17 
WHEREAS, The top ten percent rule creates a particularly excessive burden on the Colleges of 18 

Natural Science and Liberal Arts by funneling a large number of students to their 19 
colleges; and, 20 

 21 
WHEREAS,  10 years ago, only 45% of Texas students in the freshman class were admitted 22 

under HB 5882; and,  23 
 24 

WHEREAS, In the 2008 freshman class, students admitted under HB 588 account for 81% of 25 
Texas students enrolled, representing an increasingly significant portion of the 26 
student population3; and, 27 

 28 
WHEREAS, President Powers, in his 2008 State of the University address, reported that, “By 29 

[September 2009], projections indicate that all Texas students enrolling in the fall 30 
will be admitted under [HB 588], and some Top 10 Percent freshmen will be forced 31 
to enroll in the summer. By 2013…we will be forced to reject all graduates of 32 
Texas high schools who are not in the Top 10 Percent4;”  now, therefore, be it 33 

 34 

                                                 
1 “An analysis of the class-rank policies in place now in California, Florida, and Texas indicates that the programs have been 
limited so far in their ability to attract more-diverse classes on public campuses, especially the most-selective ones, like Texas 
A&M University at College Station and the University of California at Berkeley.” Quote from the Chronicle. Source:  
http://chronicle.com/free/v49/i28/28a02201.htm 
2 Source: UT Office of Admissions 
3 Source: UT Office of Admissions 
4 "President Powers Delivers 2008 State of the University Address." 17 Sep 2008. Accessed 12 Feb 2009 
<http://www.utexas.edu/news/2008/09/17/powers_address-2/>.  



RESOLVED,  That the University of Texas at Austin encourages an amendments to the top ten 35 
percent rule that limits the number of freshman admitted under the top ten percent 36 
rule to fifty percent.   37 

 38 
RESOLVED, That this resolution be sent to the Office of the President.  39 
 40 
Authors:   Scott Fulford (President, Senate of College Councils) 41 
Sponsors: Senate Executive Board 42 


