
 

 

 

 

 

 

February 26, 2009 1 

S.R. 508 2 
 3 

Title: In Support of Maintaining Tuition Deregulation 4 
 5 

WHEREAS,  The Texas Legislature deregulated tuition in 2003, yielding tuition setting 6 

control to state universities; and  7 

 8 

WHEREAS, Universities have the most complete understanding of their needs and the 9 

resources necessary to meet those needs; and 10 

 11 

WHEREAS, The average annual increase in tuition and fees since deregulation is 8.7%, 12 

substantially lower than the average annual increase of 13.5% during state 13 

regulated tuition from 1990-2003
1
; and 14 

 15 

WHEREAS, UT‟s core budget growth has been moderate, increasing only 2.3% 16 

annually since 1990 when adjusted for inflation
2
; and 17 

 18 

WHEREAS, State funding of UT has decreased by 1% since 1990, when adjusted for 19 

inflation
3
; and 20 

 21 

WHEREAS, State funding is likely to decrease or remain stagnant, based off of 22 

empirical data; and 23 

 24 

WHEREAS, The Texas Constitution states “The legislature shall as soon as practicable 25 

establish, organize and provide for the maintenance, support and direction 26 

of a University of the first class, to be located by a vote of the people of 27 

this State, and styled, „The University of Texas,…‟”
4
; and 28 

 29 

WHEREAS, A tuition cap coupled with what has been, adjusted for inflation, a 30 

consistent decrease in state funding would lead to difficulties in 31 

maintaining “a University of the first class”; and 32 

 33 

WHEREAS, The State‟s model of formula funding provides increased funding in 34 

proportion to the increase in total credit hours by the university, rewarding 35 

schools who increase the size of their student body; and 36 

 37 

WHEREAS, This model puts UT at a severe disadvantage due to the fact that the 38 

University already possesses a maximally efficient student body size and 39 

is unable to feasibly expand; and 40 

 41 



 

WHEREAS, Continued accessibility to a public university for students of lower 42 

socioeconomic backgrounds ought to be an important factor in the tuition 43 

setting process; and 44 

 45 

WHEREAS, Over 20% of tuition increases have been set aside for financial aid since 46 

2003, manifesting itself in the form of the “40, 60, 80 Plan”; and 47 

 48 

WHEREAS, Low- and middle-income students have been protected from tuition and 49 

fee increases at UT as a result of the 20% set-aside.  The 4-year compound 50 

annual increase for students earning less than $40,000 per year has been 51 

0%; for families earning $40,000-60,000 it has been 3.0%; and for 52 

families earning $60,000-80,000 it has been 5.7%
5
; and 53 

 54 

WHEREAS, UT Austin is affordable compared to its peer institutions, ranking as the 55 

fifth most affordable school out of its 12-member National Comparison 56 

Group in 2007
6
; and 57 

 58 

WHEREAS, Kiplinger’s Personal Finance ranked UT Austin 24
th

 among the 100 best 59 

values in public universities in 2008; and 60 

 61 

WHEREAS, Students represent four of the nine voting members of the Tuition Policy 62 

Advisory Committee (TPAC); and 63 

 64 

WHEREAS, Those students present a diverse range of backgrounds and opinions, and 65 

are uniquely able to gauge and represent student opinion to the TPAC and 66 

the administration as a whole; now, therefore, be it 67 

 68 

RESOLVED, That the Senate of College Councils supports maintaining the deregulation 69 

of tuition; and be it further 70 

 71 

RESOLVED, That the Senate of Colleges Councils feels that the University of Texas at 72 

Austin has increased tuition in a responsible manner; and be it further 73 

 74 

RESOLVED, That the Senate of College Councils calls on the State of Texas to 75 

substantially increase funding to Texas public universities at a level 76 

consistent with the Higher Education Price Index; and be it further 77 

 78 
RESOLVED, That the Senate of College Councils acknowledges the TPAC as an entity 79 

that adequately represents students in the tuition setting process; and be it 80 

further 81 

 82 

RESOLVED, That the Senate of College Councils calls on the University of Texas and 83 

the State of Texas to continue their efforts to improve the affordability of 84 

higher education. 85 

 86 

 87 
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