
November 19, 2009 1 

S.R. 609 – In Support of Standardizing Degree Plan Formats 2 

 3 

WHEREAS, Individual colleges at the University of Texas at Austin currently use different 4 

degree plan formats for the majors they offer; and, 5 

 6 

WHEREAS, “For too many degree plans, the current curriculum resembles little more than a 7 

vast à la carte menu”
1
 which insufficiently emphasizes the similarities between 8 

degrees offered at the University of Texas and, 9 

 10 

WHEREAS, The disparities in degree plan formats across colleges make it difficult for 11 

students exploring multiple degrees to compare similarities and differences 12 

between majors/degree plans from different colleges; and, 13 

 14 

WHEREAS, The varying formats of degree plans force students to rely extensively on 15 

academic advisors to determine the additional course load of pursuing another 16 

major, which increases the caseload for academic advisors already overburdened 17 

with basic advising responsibilities; and, 18 

 19 

WHEREAS, The standardization of degree plan formats would ameliorate the burdens of 20 

exploring options outside of a student’s own degree plan, which echoes the 21 

Commission of 125’s goal to “prepare … students for a changing and more 22 

challenging world;” and,   23 

 24 

WHEREAS, The standardization of degree plan formats would serve as a self-help tool for 25 

students looking at other fields of study beside their own, thereby decreasing the 26 

caseload for academic advisors; and,  27 

 28 

WHEREAS, Standardized degree plan formats would additionally help students realize the 29 

feasibility of pursuing academic options such as free electives, research 30 

opportunities, study abroad, and internships in conjunction with multiple majors 31 

 32 

WHEREAS, Standardized degree plan formats would also help “improve graduation rates and 33 

degree-completion times,”
2
 a goal of the Commission of 125 and the Task Force 34 

on Enrollment Strategy, by simplifying the course-planning process for students 35 

with multiple majors; and, 36 

 37 
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WHEREAS,  The Task Force on Curricular Reform suggests outlining core requirements in a 38 

“more coherent and integrated structure”
3
; and, 39 

 40 

WHEREAS, UT Dallas and UT Brownsville both have implemented standard degree plan 41 

formats university-wide, which allow their students to easily explore other areas 42 

of study independent of their advisors; therefore, be it, 43 

 44 

RESOLVED, That the Senate of College Councils supports standardizing degree plan formats 45 

across all colleges to allow students to easily explore the broad range of academic 46 

degree plans the University of Texas at Austin has to offer; and, be it further, 47 

 48 

RESOLVED, That this resolution be sent to Executive Vice-President and Provost Dr. Gretchen 49 

Ritter, Executive Vice-President and Provost Kevin Carney, President of the 50 

Academic Counselors Association Patty Micks, and Chair of the Educational 51 

Policy Committee Dr. Alan Friedman. 52 
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