
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

February 25, 2010 1 
S.R. 615 – In Support of Increasing Ethical Research Standards for Faculty Members 2 
 3 
WHEREAS,  Research is central to the University’s mission and an integral component 4 

of the University’s success and rank, and in order to improve UT’s 5 
research efforts, we should “require that those who lead departments and 6 
research centers meet a higher standard of excellence, accomplishment 7 
and leadership ability”1; and 8 

 9 
WHEREAS,  Ethical research standards include utilizing proper formatting and sources, 10 

observing human rights based on state regulations, honestly gathering 11 
information, and supervising student projects with integrity2; and 12 

 13 
WHEREAS,  Ethical standards and integrity are key to the fulfillment of the core values 14 

of the University and the Honor Code, and it is important for “every 15 
student, faculty member, and staff member [to] assume individual 16 
responsibility for upholding the reputation, values, and academic integrity 17 
of The University of Texas”3; and 18 

 19 
WHEREAS, We can insure that this individual responsibility is upheld by faculty 20 

members by “integrating the Honor Code4” into research endeavors by 21 
encouraging individuals to maintain high ethical standards in research; and 22 

 23 
WHEREAS,  Enhancing ethical standards “promote[s] the aims of research, values that 24 

are essential [to]collaborative work, accountab[ility] to the public, public 25 
support, and [the emphasis of] moral and social values”5; and 26 

 27 
WHEREAS, Graduate students currently must demonstrate their understanding of 28 

ethical standards in research, as mandated by state and university policy, 29 
by completing modules displaying their knowledge and awareness of 30 
ethical policies; and 31 

 32 
WHEREAS, No standards exist for faculty members who oftentimes orchestrate and 33 

lead many research projects for undergraduate and graduate students; and  34 
 35 

                                                
1 Commission of 125, p. 16 
2 Poindexter, Paula; Faculty Council’s “Resolution Affirming Ethical Research Standards”  
3 Commission of 125, p. 27 
4 Commission of 125, p. 27 
5 Besnik, David B. “What is Ethics in Research & Why is It Important?” 
<http://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/resources/bioethics/whatis.cfm> 
 



 

WHEREAS, The University’s Faculty Council passed a “Resolution Affirming Ethical 36 
Research Standards” on January 25, 2010 that encourages the promotion 37 
of ethical standards in research to faculty members in order to lead to 38 
“research excellence at the University of Texas at Austin [that] can only 39 
be achieved when the foundation is built on integrity and transparency”8; 40 
now, therefore be it 41 

 42 
RESOLVED,  That the Senate of College Councils encourages measures be implemented 43 

to affirm faculty knowledge of ethical standards in order to further spread 44 
the Honor Code into the culture of the University; and be it further  45 

 46 
RESOLVED,  That the Senate of College Councils supports the resolution passed in 47 

Faculty Council that promotes upholding ethical standards for faculty 48 
members pursuing and coordinating research; and be it further 49 

 50 
RESOLVED, That this Resolution be sent to Provost Steven Leslie, Associate Vice-51 

President for Research Dr. Robert A. Peterson, Vice President of Research 52 
Juan Sanchez, Chair of Faculty Council Janet Staiger, and Research Policy 53 
Chair Paula Poindexter.  54 

 55 
Authors: Carisa Nietsche (Chair, Faculty Affairs Committee, Senate of College Councils) 56 
Jonathan Dau (At-Large, Curriculum Committee, Senate of College Councils) 57 
Jordan Humphreys (At-Large, Multimedia and Publicity Committee, Senate of College Councils) 58 
 59 
 60 
Sponsors: Students for Academic Integrity Committee 61 
        Research Ad-Hoc Committee 62 
 63 
 64 
 65 
 66 

                                                
8 Poindexter, Paula; Faculty Council’s “Resolution Affirming Ethical Research Standards”  
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Policy Briefing for S.R. 615 
In Support of Increasing Ethical Research Standards for Faculty Members  
 
ORIGIN OF 
LEGISLATION 

As of January 25th, 2010, graduate students were required to complete 
modules displaying their understanding of ethical research standards.  
However, there are no such requirements for faculty members.  This 
legislation is in support of Faculty Council’s resolution calling for ethical 
research standards.  

  
PURPOSE Require faculty members to display their awareness of ethical standards in 

research.    
  
COST This proposal will depend on the course of action decided on by faculty 

members; however, there should only be a minimal cost associated with the 
plan that goes into action.  

  
SUMMARY   
4 through 8 Explain the importance of research at the University  
10 through 26 Define and explain the importance of ethical research standards and 

integrating the Honor Code into these efforts.   
28 through 41 Outlining the current policies on ethical research standards for graduate 

students and highlighting the lack of standards for faculty members.  Also, 
explaining the faculty council resolution passed on this matter. 

    
  
RESOLVES   
line 43 through 45 This resolve statement calls for the implementation of a means to affirm 

faculty awareness of ethical standards in research in order to further 
integrate the Honor Code into University culture. 

47 through 49 This resolve statement shows Senate of College Council’s support of the 
Faculty Council “Resolution Affirming Ethical Research Standards.” 

  
SENT TO Provost Steven Leslie, Associate Vice‐President for Research Dr. Robert 

A. Peterson, Vice President of Research Juan Sanchez, Chair of Faculty 
Council Janet Staiger, and Research Policy Chair Paula Poindexter 

 
  
NEXT STEPS IF 
PASSED 

Work with Research Policy Committee of Faculty Council to oversee the 
implementation of a module or whatever means they see fit to affirm 
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knowledge of Ethical Research Standards among faculty members. 

  
CONTACT 
INFO Carisa Nietsche (nietschec@mail.utexas.edu) 
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