
 
 

Senate of College Councils 

February 25th, 2016 

S.R. 1513 

A Resolution In Support of the Creation of an Online PCL Database for Study Materials and Old 

Examinations 

WHEREAS,  UT Austin’s Sanger Learning Center identifies self-testing as a critical component of studying for 1 

an exam1; and,  2 

WHEREAS, a 2011 study in the academic journal Science found that students who studied through testing 3 

themselves retained 50% more information a week later than students that studied through 4 

traditional methods2; and,  5 

WHEREAS,  a 2013 study published in the Association for Psychological Science’s journal Psychological 6 

Science in the Public Interest listed practice testing as 1 of 2 highly effective study techniques3; 7 

and,  8 

WHEREAS,  Study materials and old examinations would be beneficial to both undergraduate and graduate 9 

students in increasing comprehension of their subject matter; and, 10 

WHEREAS, The University of Texas at Austin’s Tarlton Law Library has a system for professors to submit 11 

exams and study materials to the library for student use4; and,   12 

WHEREAS, The University of Pennsylvania offers the old examinations from their College of Arts and 13 

Sciences on an accessible website5; and, 14 

                                                                        
1 http://www.utexas.edu/ugs/slc/study 
2 http://science.sciencemag.org/content/early/2011/01/19/science.1199327.abstract 
3 http://psi.sagepub.com/content/14/1/4.full.pdf+html?ijkey=Z10jaVH/60XQM&keytype=ref&siteid=sppsi 
4 http://tarltonguides.law.utexas.edu/student-exams 
5 https://economics.sas.upenn.edu/undergraduate-program/course-information/examinations/old-exams 



 
 

WHEREAS,         The University of Texas at Austin offers no university-wide online database for testing and 15 

studying materials; and, 16 

WHEREAS,          Students currently access old exams through for-profit websites and student organization-run test 17 

banks; and, 18 

WHEREAS,          The University of Texas of Austin defines one type of cheating as “capturing or divulging the 19 

contents of a test or other assignment when the instructor has not given permission for students 20 

to keep or distribute such information6”; and,  21 

WHEREAS,         The presence of unauthorized tests available online can confuse students and create unintended 22 

and unknowing violations of academic integrity; and, 23 

WHEREAS,        An online database for old examination and study materials database eliminates this confusion, as 24 

tests that professors have submitted and given their consent to be published are permissible for 25 

students to access; and, 26 

WHEREAS,         Vice Provost and Director of Libraries Lorraine Haricombe and Vice President for Student 27 

Affairs Gage Paine expressed interest in the idea of an online database for old examinations and 28 

study materials; and, 29 

WHEREAS,         The PCL administration has indicated support for the creation of an online database for the 30 

storage of old examinations and study materials; and, 31 

RESOLVED, The Senate of College Councils recommends that the PCL create an online database for 32 

professors to submit study materials and old examinations for the betterment of student 33 

comprehension; and therefore, be it, 34 

RESOLVED,        The Senate of College Councils recommends that Faculty Council advertise this PCL online 35 

database resource during General Faculty Council Meetings for faculty awareness and use; and 36 

therefore, be it, 37 

RESOLVED,       That this resolution of the Senate of College Councils be sent to Mr. Gregory Fenves, President of 38 

the University of Texas at Austin, Dr. Judith H. Langolis, Interim Executive Vice President and Provost, 39 

                                                                        
6 http://catalog.utexas.edu/general-information/appendices/appendix-c/student-discipline-and-conduct/ 



 
 

Dr. Lorraine Haricombe, Vice Provost and Director of UT Libraries, Dr. Andrea Gore, Chair of Faculty 40 

Council, Dr. Soncia Reagins-Lilly, Dean of Students and Senior Associate Vice President for Student Affairs 41 
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