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G.R.E.A.T Day to host medical journalist as keynote speaker
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See FINK on page 4
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Senior Suraj Uttamchandani is part of the experimental Living-

Learning Community program.

See MONROE on page 4

Monroe Hall facilitates science, math community

MARY AULD

COURTESY OF JEN DESSINGER

Sheri Fink is a journalist who focuses on medicine, science and health in areas of the world that have been 

devastated by natural disaster. Her book Five Days at Memorial chronicles the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.

ASST. NEWS EDITOR

The eighth annual Gen-
eseo Recognizing Excellence, 
Achievement & Talent Day will 
be held Tuesday April 8, during 
which keynote speaker Sheri 
Fink will discuss her book Five 
Days at Memorial. 

According to Fink, her 
book covers the events that oc-
curred at a hospital during Hur-
ricane Katrina. A culmination 
of six years of reporting, the 
book explains what happened 
at the hospital during and af-
ter the storm as some health 
professionals faced criminal 
charges suggesting they inject-
ed drugs into patients in order 
to accelerate their deaths.

“This is one of the most 
compelling real-life stories 
I’ve reported on. It has a bigger 
message. It’s a very dramatic 
story of what happened at a 
specific hospital, and I took a 
larger story of what we can take 
from this and how we can be 
prepared,” Fink said in a phone 
interview. 

Fink credits her unusual 
career path for allowing her to 

research this story. She studied 
medicine, but following gradu-
ation, she took time off to travel 
to Bosnia, which took her in an-
other direction. She then wrote 
War Hospital, focusing on the 
dilemmas faced by physicians 
in Bosnia.

“Because of my back-
ground in medical work, I was 
drawn in,” Fink said. “The 
topic is really important to look 
at because these are obviously 
things we need to know about 
before the next disaster.” 

The keynote speaker is 
chosen in the fall, according to 
Patty Hamilton-Rodgers, coor-
dinator of G.R.E.A.T. Day. She 
sends an email to faculty and 
staff requesting nominations for 
speakers. This year, Hamilton-
Rodgers received 25 nomina-
tions, and two different faculty 
members nominated Fink.

After receiving the nomina-
tions, Hamilton-Rodgers com-
piles half-page paragraphs of in-
formation on each person, which 
are then given to the Faculty Ad-
visory Council. They then review 
the nominees, selecting their top 
VHYHQ�DQG�WKHQ�WKHLU�WRS�¿YH�FDQ-
didates. From here, Hamilton-

Rodgers begins contacting the 
top options. 

She explained that, this year, 
the Student Association Director 
RI�$FDGHPLF�$IIDLUV�VHQLRU�(I¿H�
Barbagiannis was involved in the 
decision process as a representa-
tive of the student body’s voice.

“We like to have differ-
ent disciplines represented. 
We wouldn’t want to bring two 
speakers in a row from biol-
ogy or humanities, for example,” 
Hamilton-Rogers said. “We look 
for overall appeal. We want to 
provide students with the oppor-

tunity to interact with a scholarly 
researcher.”

Geneseo alumni Jack and 
Carol Kramer ‘76 established 
an endowment five years ago 

Monroe Hall began housing 
a Living-Learning Community 
in fall 2013. The LLC allows stu-
dents to live with the same indi-
viduals who they take classes with 

and offers other academic oppor-
tunities, such as tutoring and ad-
ditional academic programs. The 
community aims to provide a net-
work of academic fellows for sup-
port and to foster discussion and 
application of schoolwork outside 
of structured classes.

Monroe was recently reno-
vated, and it began housing stu-
dents in January 2013. Monroe 
housed exclusively transfer stu-
dents for the fall 2013 and spring 
2014 semesters. 

After it was renovated, Mon-
roe received a Gold Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental De-
VLJQ�FHUWL¿FDWLRQ��7KLV�DZDUG�DF-
knowledges that Monroe has met 
criteria for sustainable buildings 
set by the U.S. Green Building 
Council.

Assistant Vice President for 
Facilities & Planning George 
Stooks came up with the idea for 
making an academic connection 
ZLWK�WKH�VFLHQWL¿F�LQQRYDWLRQV�WKDW�
are used to make Monroe energy 
HI¿FLHQW�

“The science orientation grew 
out of the college’s commitment to 
sustainability,” Dean of Residen-
tial Living Celia Easton said.

The preliminary LLC was for 
freshmen who had declared phys-
ics or biology majors or who were 
undeclared; these students would 
then take classes together. Dis-
tinguished Teaching Professor of 
Physics Stephen Padalino science 
discussions and tutors were avail-
able in the building.

Suraj Uttamchandani, a se-
QLRU� PDWK� PDMRU�� KROGV� RI¿FH�
hours in Monroe for the LLC cal-
culus classes.

“I feel like I have a great re-
lationship with my students there, 
and it’s nice to see them work 
together as a group,” Uttamchan-
dani said.

Department Chair and pro-
fessor of physics Charlie Free-
man said that much of the physics 
staff has given informal presenta-
tions to the students in the LLC.

Easton said that students who 
are interested in the same topics 

often band together to create sup-
port in the form of study groups.

Residence Director of Mon-
roe Stephanie Haynes said that 
the atmosphere of Monroe has 
changed since the LLC program 
was implemented.

“It’s studious this year; it’s a 
quieter building. There are always 
students in the study rooms,” she 
said.

Easton said she hopes the 
LLC will grow and develop over 
time. Restrictions on majors in-
corporated into the LLC could 
change, but she said the focus 
would remain on science. Variety 
in academic focus would allow 
more comprehensive discussion 
RI�VFLHQWL¿F�WRSLFV�

 In the 2014-2015 school 
year, 80 spaces are reserved for 
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Phi Beta Kappa 
welcomes new initiates

STAFF WRITER
ZACH PERDEK
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AnnouncingȱSummerȱOnlineȱ@ȱFisherȱ

Aȱ selectionȱofȱundergraduateȱ liberalȱartsȱ coursesȱ isȱbeingȱoěeredȱonlineȱ thisȱ summerȱbyȱSt.ȱ Johnȱ
FisherȱCollege.ȱIfȱyouȱareȱconsideringȱtakingȱaȱsummerȱclass,ȱFisherȱmayȱbeȱtheȱrightȱchoiceȱforȱyou.ȱ
Gainȱ theȱexperienceȱofȱhighȬqualityȱeducationȱ throughȱĚexible,ȱconvenientȱonlineȱcourseworkȱatȱaȱ
reducedȱtuitionȱrate.ȱȱ
ȱ

Registrationȱ detailsȱ andȱ courseȱ oěeringsȱ canȱ beȱ viewedȱ at:ȱwww.sjfc.edu/onlinecourses.ȱ Classesȱ
beginȱonȱMayȱ19th.ȱRegistrationȱstartsȱAprilȱ21st.ȱȱ
ȱ
ȱ

Questions?ȱȱ
ContactȱtheȱOfficeȱofȱAcademicȱAffairsȱ
St.ȱJohnȱFisherȱCollegeȱ
Rochester,ȱNYȱ
(585)ȱ385Ȭ8034ȱ

�

Save the Dates: The Fringe returns 
September 18th – 27th

SUNY Geneseo is a Higher Ed Partner of the First 
Niagara Rochester Fringe Festival.

BIG!
Show Submissions 
accepted through April 16th

rochesterfringe.com

Be part of             something
Phi Beta Kappa, the na-

tion’s oldest and most re-
nowned academic honor soci-
ety, has elected 80 of Geneseo’s 
students to join its ranks. Gen-
eseo is the only college in the 
State University of New York 
system to have a chapter; how-
ever, several SUNY universi-
ties have chapters. The pool of 
students is composed of pre-
dominantly seniors with some 
juniors also included. 

Ten percent of the nation’s 
higher learning institutions 
have a Phi Beta Kappa chapter, 
which amounts to 283 active 
chapters in the United States. 
The Phi Beta Kappa chapter 
of Geneseo was established in 
2004, but the honor society was 
first founded at the College of 
William and Mary in 1776.

The society boasts an im-
pressive cadre of alumni, which 
consists of 17 U.S. presidents 
and 136 Nobel laureates. Some 
notable alumni of the society 
include Bill Clinton, Benazir 
Bhutto, Ralph Nader and Theo-
dore Roosevelt. 

Faculty members of Gene-
seo who were inducted into Phi 
Beta Kappa as undergraduates 
conduct the selection process, 
and there are just over 20 Gen-
eseo faculty members who are 
members of Phi Beta Kappa.

High academic accom-
plishment is not the only 
sought-after quality when look-
ing at potential candidates for 
Phi Beta Kappa at Geneseo. 
Candidates must also have a 
diverse, robust life on campus. 
Larger institutions often have 
the restraint of only consider-
ing GPA, which sets Geneseo 
apart.

 “On our campus, we actu-
ally do consider every student 
individually. There is a GPA 
cutoff for being eligible, but at 
least here, it’s not just GPA,” 
associate professor of English 
and President of Geneseo’s 
chapter of Phi Beta Kappa Al-
ice Rutkowski said. “Other col-
leges and universities use just 
GPA because they are so large 
– that job would be enormous.”

One major quality that is 
sought after when choosing a 
Phi Beta Kappa member is a 
wide breadth of interests and 

a clear display of academic 
curiosity. Those students with 
multiple majors in different de-
partments exemplify the com-
mitment to liberal arts valued 
in Phi Beta Kappa. Interests in 
different cultures and languag-
es, academic experiences like 
studying abroad and academic 
performance all play into the 
selection of candidates. 

Phi Beta Kappa caps the 
amount of students that can be 
inducted, which poses an ideo-
logical problem for Geneseo’s 
chapter.

“There are rules about we 
can’t go above a certain per-
centage of the graduating class. 
This makes things complicated 
because there are so many stu-
dents at Geneseo that are amaz-
ing, and it’s hard to get [accept-
ed to Geneseo] to begin with. 
So we want to admit as many 
students as we can,” Rutkowski 
said. 

Last year, 75 students were 
invited to join the ranks of Phi 
Beta Kappa. Students will be 
inducted during a ceremony 
following the last day of class-
es, which will take place at the 
Big Tree Inn.�
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Union hosts sci-fi 
“Dr. Who” TARDIS

EVAN GOLDSTEIN/ASSOC. PHOTO EDITOR

���� ����������������������������������������������ƪ���������������
themes in the British television show “Doctor Who,” according to 

Director of Student Life Charles Matthews.

REBECCA SEMENETZ
STAFF WRITER

Campus Police Log

March 25 - Petit Larceny, Monroe Hall, 4 p.m.

March 26 - Petit Larceny, Onondaga Hall, 3 p.m.

March 26 - Aggravated Unlicensed Operation, 
South Street, Arrest

March 27 - Criminal Mischief, Nassau Hall, 3 p.m.

March 27 - Endangering the Welfare of a Child, 
Meadow Drive

March 28 - �������
���ϐ���, Sturges Hall, 12:47 a.m.

March 28 - Petit Larceny, Integrated Science Center, 
12 p.m.

March 29 - Criminal Mischeif, Onondaga Hall,          
1 a.m., Arrest

March 31 - Criminal Mischief, Onondaga Hall, 
10:38 a.m.

April 1 - Petit Larceny, Integrated Science Center,        
1 a.m.

Source: University Police and Geneseo Police
Order determined by time incident was logged.

SA encourages
heightened

competition

Follow The Lamron on social media
Facebook.com/TheLamron      Twitter: @TheLamron      Instagram: TheLamron

Students returned to campus 
IURP�VSULQJ�EUHDN�WR�¿QG�D�ODUJH�
UHFWDQJXODU�¿JXUH�FRYHUHG�ZLWK�D�
blue tarp in the center of the Col-
lege Union. It was revealed this 
week to be a replica of a TARDIS.

TARDIS is an acronym that 
stands for “time and relative di-
mensions in space” and is a time 
machine that is larger on the in-
side than it appears from the out-
side. The term originated from 
WKH�SRSXODU�%ULWLVK�VFLHQFH�¿FWLRQ�
television show “Doctor Who.”

This new addition to the 
Union has caused quite a stir, as 
VWXGHQWV� WU\� WR� ¿JXUH� RXW�ZK\� LW�
ZDV�SODFHG�WKHUH�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�SODFH��

“I guess the answer really 
is in the question: Why? Just be-
cause. Certainly, this year is the 
50-year anniversary of ‘Doctor 
Who,’ so there’s been a lot of 
hype about that. So that could be 
a catalyst as well,” Director of 
Student Life Charles Matthews 
said.

“It’s just one of those things 
that’s fun for most people. It does 
cause people to stop and look 
and ponder. Ultimately, a col-
lege union is a place of social 
collision, and one of our inten-
tions is to have people question 
and engage in discussion, and I 
think this is sort of a conversation 
piece,” Matthews said. 

Matthews explained that the 
decision to originally cover the 
replica was in order to “amp up 
the mystery” and get students 
across campus talking about it.

Although the piece in the 
Union doesn’t contain certain 
aspects that the original TARDIS 
has, including a plaque describing 
what a police box is, the produc-
tion quality is up to standard, and 
people may open the replica and 

go inside. Unfortunately, there is 
nothing inside the TARDIS oth-
er than a switch that activates a 
ÀDVKLQJ�OLJKW�RQ�WRS�

On Tuesday April 1, a sign 
was taped to the replica explain-
ing that it was a memorial to 
visiting lecturer of anthropol-
ogy Denice Szafran. This sign 
was later removed, as the college 
PDGH�QR�VXFK�RI¿FLDO�GHGLFDWLRQ�

“I don’t know how that 
misinformation was passed on. 
I think someone took it upon 
themselves to post that sign on 
there,” Matthews said. “If that 
is a form of grieving for an in-
dividual, that is OK with me, but 
I also don’t want to say that is 
what [the TARDIS] is there for 

because that isn’t really accu-
rate.” 

Due to this year’s upcoming 
Geneseo Recognizing Excellence, 
Achievement & Talent Day, the 
TARDIS will be relocated in or-
der to create lobby space for the 
event. Matthews said the TARDIS 
ZLOO�GH¿QLWHO\�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�8QLRQ��
however, future plans are still in 
the works. 

“I’m planning on doing 
something more with the piece 
around campus, although I’m not 
ready yet to roll that out,” Mat-
thews said. “That may not happen 
until the summer until I have more 
time, but then I will share that 
with the student body.”�

Student Association elec-
tions, held from Monday March 
31 until Wednesday April 2, saw 
more contested positions than in 
recent years. SA is Geneseo’s 
student government; however, 
the association serves multiple 
other functions, providing ser-
vices such as legal counsel-
ing, funding for Geneseo Late 
Knight events and Upstate 
Escapes trips and providing a 
budget for on-campus organiza-
tions. 

Due to its breadth of re-
sponsibilities, SA has a vast 
presence on campus. In spite 
of this, elections have not been 
heavily contested in past years. 

“I think we’ve done a pretty 
good job this year about pub-
licizing the work that SA does 
and trying to get people inter-
ested in it,” current Student As-
sociation President senior Katie 
Becker said in regards to in-
creased competition in elections 
this year. “If you look at our 
[executive] board this year as 

well, we come from a wide vari-
ety of different backgrounds, so 
each of us brings in a skill set 
and a group of people we know 
that are different from everyone 
else.” 

SA has also been busy the 
past year with constitutional 
changes and shifts in leadership, 
working with the mandatory 
student activity fee and pushing 
medical amnesty legislation.

Becker noted that she sees a 
lot of promise in the candidates 
running for the new SA e-board 
of the 2014-2015 school year.

“I’m excited to see what 
kind of ideas they’re bringing in 
– how they want to build off the 
momentum that we have from 
this year and pull it forward into 
next year,” she said. “Every e-
board is different; they face 
different challenges and every-
thing, and I’m really interested 
in seeing what their take is on 
some of the conditions they face 
in Geneseo.” 

Last year there were a lot of 
uncontested positions, accord-

NICOLE SMITH
ASSOC. NEWS EDITOR

See ELECTIONS on page 4
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BRAIN           
  DRAIN
Avoid Summer

cayuga-cc.edu/summer

$165           per credit hour

SUNY CAYUGA ONLINE
cayuga-cc.edu/summer

Introductory Anthropology 
Computer Graphics/Illustrator
Photoshop
Human Biology
Essentials of Biology
Biological Principles I & II
Anatomy & Physiology I & II
Human Genetics
Conservation Natural Resources
Basic Nutrition
General Microbiology  
Principles Accounting I & II
Principles of Business 
Principles of Management
Marketing 
Human Resource Management 
Business Statistics 
Micro Application Software 
Foundations for College Success
Criminal Law 
Juvenile Delinquency 
Laws of Evidence 
Criminology 
Foundations: Computer Science
Personal Money Management 
Introduction to Economics I & II
Freshman English I & II
Advanced Expository Writing 
World Literature I
English Literature:19th & 20th Century
Creative Writing
Western Civilization I 
History of the United States I & II 
Women in American History
Alcoholism & Its Effects
Intro to Wines of the World
Drugs, Alcohol & Tobacco 
Health I 
Personal Health

Basic Algebra
Elementary Algebra
College Algebra & Trigonometry
Pre-Calculus
Calculus I
Contemporary Mathematics
Statistics
Music Appreciation
Music: Rock
Pharmacology 
Fitness Theory & Application
Intro to Physical Education
Sports Management
Sports Nutrition
Ethics
Introduction to Philosophy
World Religions
American Government
Introductory Psychology
Psychology of Personality 
Abnormal Psychology 
Development Psychology: Life Span
Child Psychology
Adolescent Psychology
Introductory Sociology
Elementary Spanish I & II
Spanish for Healthcare Professionals 

ing to Becker, whereas this year 
the only positions left without 
competition are the vice presi-
dent, the director of academic 
affairs and the director of stu-
dent programming. This leaves 
the SA president, the director of 
business affairs, the director of 
the IRC, the director of student 
affairs and the director of public 
relations positions with direct 
competition.

Becker said she feels that 
many candidates in previous 
years missed out on their dose 
of competition.

“I know last year there were 
a lot of positions that were un-
contested, and we all felt that 
we kind of missed out in the 
running process,” she said. 

 All of the positions work 
not only as a cohesive group but 
also as chairs of their designated 
committees.

“I’m really excited to see 
that there are so many contes-

tants. It shows that people are 
invested in what SA does, which 
is awesome,” Becker said. 

Becker said that each stu-
dent’s mandatory student activ-
ity fee of $100 per semester is 
compiled into an over $1.3 mil-
lion budget that SA controls. 
She urged current Geneseo 
students to take advantage of 
all the SA-funded activities on 
campus.

“Everyone pays that $100 
fee per semester, so economi-
cally make the most of your 
money,” she said. “You pay into 
this system – you should reap 
WKH� EHQH¿WV� IURP� LW�� 7KDW¶V� UH-
ally the best part about being on 
campus.”

“I think involvement in 
campus activities is the best 
way to enjoy your experience 
at Geneseo,” Becker said. “I’m 
really happy to be a part of stu-
dents getting involved in activi-
ties on campus.”�

Elections
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

physics, biology or education 
majors. The other half of Mon-
roe residents will be returning 
students who are placed there 
through housing selection. Resi-
GHQWV�LQ�WKHLU�¿UVW�\HDU�ZLOO�EH�UH-
quired to enroll in a common set 
of classes that correspond with 
their respective majors. Second, 
third and fourth-year student resi-
dents can have any major and do 
not take required classes; howev-
er, they are able to participate in 
residence hall programs. 

Residents of the LLC will 
participate in a summer reading 
program along with Dante House 
residents, in which all residents 
will read the same book and par-
ticipate in a book discussion in 
August. Members will also col-
laborate on a community service 
project.

Applications for those seek-
ing to live in the Monroe LLC 
for the 2014-2015 school year are 
due May 4.�

that provides funds for the 
G.R.E.A.T. Day expenses, 
which finances the keynote 
speaker.

Fink said she is looking 
forward to meeting as many 
students as she can. She feels 
that colleges are interested in 
her book because it crosses 
disciplines and different fields 
including health science, law, 
ethics, climate change and phi-
losophy. 

“I’m so excited. [Geneseo 
was] one of the first schools 
that chose to embrace Five 
Days at Memorial and have an 
interest to expose students to 
ideas in the book,” Fink said. 
“There are no people more ca-
pable to take lessons of the re-
cent past and apply them to the 
future than students.”�

Fink
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Monroe
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Stop by the Union Mailroom on Thursdays at 
5:30 p.m. for The Lamron general meeting

G.R.E.A.T Day
Keynote

Sheri Fink
April 8, 1 p.m.
Wadsworth
Auditorium
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Common misconceptions 
about autism

OPINION

Wednesday April 2 was National Autism Awareness Day. In 
recent years, what was once a stigmatized diagnosis is be-

coming much more widely embraced. People are teaching stu-
dents that they should strive to be different. We’re often told to 
embrace our differences, and that’s how we should look at autism; 
as a different quirk some of us possess and some of us don’t.

Instead of thinking of Autism Spectrum Disorders as a dis-
ability, we have to focus our thoughts on what people with autism 
can do instead of what they cannot do. The idea of ability versus 
disability is rooted in the development of statistical measurements 
like the bell curve, or the normal distribution. Who decides what 
normal looks like? Who decides how normal people act or speak? 
Words such as “normal” or “weird” have recently developed neg-
ative connotations because of such questions. 

Very commonly, people with ASD can feel atypical and alien-
ated due to the educational standards in which they’re raised and 
societal limitations that inhibit their potential.

Blaming vaccines or bad parenting for the development of 
autism in children is counterproductive. It’s important to stay 
positive in a situation when someone you care about is diag-
nosed with an ASD and not to place the blame where it should 
not be. Scientists and researchers from the University of Cali-

fornia, San Diego’s School of Medicine, concluded that autism 
begins to develop during pregnancy, and not after. 

There isn’t a cure for autism and there are many treatment 
options, but does autism necessarily need to be treated? A lot of 
people are trying to fix children and adults with ASD, but why 
fix something that’s not broken? We have to realize that autism 
is an umbrella term and the spectrum is quite extensive. Once 
you’ve met one person with autism, you’ve only met one person 
with autism, so we should not treat everyone with the diagnosis 
similarly. 

Autism diagnoses have become more prevalent: It was re-
cently reported that one in 68 children has autism. The stigma-
tization of the diagnosis has been reversed due to the actions 
of activists, parents and academics. The autism community has 
grown prouder and prouder as time goes on. Brandon Conner, a 
brave student who told his high school peers that he had autism, 
said, “The benefits of having such a gift are too numerous to be 
written, typed or told.” 

It is time to celebrate our differences and remember to be 
patient with those who have quirks unlike ours. Patience is a 
virtue that is worth aiming toward.X 

The egregious racial disparities of 
capital punishment in the U.S.

With a legacy of racism, the death penalty needs to go

In the national conversation 
about capital punishment, 

ZURQJIXO� FRQYLFWLRQV�� ÀQDQ-
cial burden on the state and 
morality are the central points 
of contention. While these fac-
WRUV�DOO�SOD\�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�UROH�LQ�
considering the death penalty’s 
place in modern society, they 
overshadow what should be the 
most important consideration 
of allowing executions to con-
tinue in the United States.

5DFLVP� KDV� EHHQ� ÀUPO\�
entrenched in capital punish-
ment since its inception in the 
American colonies. During the 
time of slavery, even the most 
minor crimes were considered 
capital offenses if committed 
by a slave. Inspiring an act of 

rebellion, distributing seditious 
literature and even the admin-
istration of medicine warranted 
the death penalty for slaves in 
certain states – not to mention 
more serious crimes.

These laws, which existed 
primarily in the South, sent 
the message that the right for 
African-Americans to live was, 
essentially, at the discretion of 
whites. Though the abolition of 
slavery put an end to many of 
these laws, the tide of lynch-
ings that swept the American 
South continued the legacy of 
arbitrarily executing blacks ac-
cused of criminal activity – re-
gardless of the crime’s severity 
or the veracity of the accusa-
tions.

Today, capital punishment 
is far less commonplace. It is 
only legal in 32 states and its 
application is highly restricted 
to certain crimes. Institutional-
ized racism is still very much 
a part of the current death pen-
alty, however.

According to Amnesty In-
tentional, 77 percent of cases 

that resulted in an execution 
since 1976 involved a white 
victim, compared to 15 per-
cent for African-Americans 
and just 6 percent for Hispan-
ics. Furthermore, a 2007 report 
sponsored by the American Bar 
Association found that one-
third of death row inmates in 
Philadelphia would have been 
given life sentences had they 
not been African-American. 

It is jarring to think that 
such a blatantly racist institu-
tion could exist in this day and 
age, but the statistics do not 
lie. It is also important to em-
phasize the increasing preva-
lence of convictions that are 
overturned due to DNA test-
ing in recent years. Not only 
are African-Americans being 
sentenced to death at alarming 
UDWHV�� D� VLJQLÀFDQW� QXPEHU� RI�
these convictions are rendered 
for crimes they did not commit.

Despite the overwhelming 
HYLGHQFH�VXJJHVWLQJ� WKH� LQHIÀ-
ciencies of capital punishment, 
55 percent of Americans still 
support the death penalty ac-

cording to the Pew Research 
Center. It is interesting to note 
that support for the death pen-
alty among whites stands at 
63 percent, while support for 
capital punishment in the black 
community sits at only 36 per-
cent.

If all of that does not make 
for a convincing argument 
against capital punishment, 
consider that the cost of pros-
ecuting cases seeking the death 
penalty are far more costly. 
With many states already in 
economic constraints, it is not 
only immoral but simply waste-
ful to pursue the death penalty.

The U.S. is currently the 
only modern industrial country 
that has not banned the death 
penalty aside from Japan. Giv-
en the dark history behind capi-
tal punishment in the U.S. and 
the state’s record of failure to 
determine guilt in cases involv-
ing the death penalty, it would 
behoove the United States to 
impose a moratorium on death 
sentences.X
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Lawmakers in Albany recently agreed on a budget pro-
posal that partially funds Fair Elections in New York 

State. I feel that this decision brings to light two major 
questions: understanding why the decision matters and 
what we can hope to learn from it.

Let me begin to try to answer these questions as a 
daughter and a friend, rather than as a social justice activ-
ist. I deeply believe in the right for all people to be heard. 
I am the sort of person who will go out of her way – drop-
ping academic and social commitments – to listen to peo-
SOH�ZKR�DUH�KDYLQJ�D�GLIÀFXOW�GD\��

,W�WUXO\�ÀOOV�P\�KHDUW�WR�OLVWHQ�WR�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�ORQH-

Reconciling 
science and 

religion: easier 
than it seems

With the recent debut of 
“Cosmos: A Spacetime 

Odyssey,” intense discussion has 
emerged regarding science versus 
religion. While the show presents 
many compelling arguments, I 
ÀQG� UHSHDWHGO\� WKDW� VFLHQFH� DQG�
religion are presented as mutually 
exclusive ideologies. 

Much of this is based off the 
VFLHQWLÀF� PLVFRQVWUXLQJ� RI� UHOL-
gious arguments. This leads to 
the argument among some groups 
that religious people are inher-
ently irrational science-deniers, 
when this is often not the case. 

Being aware of rational ar-
guments that reconcile science 
and religion is important when 
discussing either side. “Cosmos” 
host Neil deGrasse Tyson mis-
construes several aspects of the 
intelligent design argument that 
may be far more compatible with 
evolution than one might have 
previously thought.

The design argument uses 
analogical reasoning to draw in-
ferences that could support the 
notion that nature is produced by 
an intelligent being. Design pro-
ponents do not necessarily deny 
evolution or the Big Bang The-
ory, rather they argue that many 
parts of the universe resemble a 
machine, and in order to design a 
machine, one needs an intelligent 
designer.

There are many proponents 
of intelligent design who are also 
evolutionists. Casey Luskin of 
the Discovery Institute wrote an 
elaborate response to Tyson con-
demning his exclusion of certain 
downfalls of evolution, along 
with his comparison of evolution 
to gravity. Tyson believes that 
like gravity, evolution is an un-
questionable fact.  

He also claims that “science 
reveals all life on earth is one,” 
using the tree of life illustration 
to convey all life as occurring 
from a common ancestor. Though 
genes in different organisms are 
similar, researcher Eric Bapteste 
criticizes the tree of life model in 
his “Networks: Expanding Evo-
lutionary Thinking” paper pub-
lished in Trends in Genetics in 
2013. “The more we learn about 
JHQRPHV�WKH�OHVV�WUHH�OLNH�ZH�ÀQG�
their evolutionary history to be,” 
Bapteste said. The picture of evo-
lution painted by Tyson may not 
be as complete as he claims.

This is not to refute evolu-
tion so much as it is to show the 
absurdity of pretending to know 

everything about evolution. Sci-
ence is not immune to being 
questioned.

Likewise, religion is not 
necessarily foolish, and further-
more, arguments for intelligent 
design are not necessarily the-
istic. Biochemist Michael Behe 
posits that natural selection may 
be inadequate to explain complex 
systems like the eye – which is, in 
a sense, like a machine – but ad-
vocates of intelligent design also 
acknowledge that there is no suf-
ÀFLHQW�UHDVRQ�WR�WKLQN�WKDW�QDWXUDO�
selection does not exist. 

Of course, the intelligent de-
sign argument has been met with 
criticism; just because some parts 
of the universe, like the eye, re-
semble a machine does not mean 
that the universe in its enormity 
resembles a machine. Likewise, 
the fact that precise circum-
stances were required to create 
our universe is also a problematic 
claim. If there were an intelligent 
designer, this universe may be far 
more imperfect than we realize, 
or contrarily, may have been the 
last in a series of big bangs.  

Furthermore, intelligent de-
sign does not even succeed in 
proving a theistic god but rather 
provides rational grounds for the 
claim that some sort of super-
natural being might have created 
some parts of our universe. 

The assumption that all but 
hard-and-fast evolutionists are 
science-hating sheep is foolish, 
and so is the assumption that all 
evolutionists are god-hating her-
etics. Perhaps neither science nor 
religion can establish an irrefut-
able statement about the origin of 
existence, but ultimately, creating 
a false dichotomy is not going to 
bring the discussion any further.X

In conjunction with several other student activist groups 
at Geneseo, Democracy Matters raised important issues 

about the future of democracy in New York during its rally 
on Friday March 28. Due to limitations in goals and meth-
ods, however, events like the rally fail to provide a mean-
ingful way forward for Geneseo students to ensure a truly 
inclusionary democratic political system.

The rally was held as “a hopeful attempt to reach out to 
students, faculty and the population in Geneseo about pub-
lic election inequality,” in the words of Democracy Matters 
Treasurer junior David Liggera.

A high school student 
from Long Island was 
accepted to all eight 
Ivy League schools. He 
also got into Geneseo, 
but no one seems to 
care about that.

The United States 
Supreme Court 
effectively struck 
down  limits on 
political donations. 
Mazel tov, Sheldon 
Adelson.

Wu-Tang Clan is only 
releasing one copy 
of its forthcoming 
album. Please rethink 
this, RZA.

JESSICA HEPPLER
ASST. OPINION EDITOR

Fox News alleged that 
the White House is 
fabricating 
Obamacare numbers. 
Nothing sadder than a 
desperate network.

JOSH DEJOY
ASST. OPINION EDITOR

NADEZHDA KLIMENKO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

O\��WR�H[FKDQJH�VWRULHV�ZLWK�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�VWUXJJOLQJ�WR�ÀQG�WKHLU�SDWKV�LQ�OLIH�DQG�WR�H[SUHVV�VROLGDULW\�
ZLWK�WKRVH�ZKR�VWUXJJOH�WR�ÀQG�SXUSRVH�DQG�PHDQLQJ�LQ�WKHLU�UHODWLRQVKLSV��,�GR�WKLV�EHFDXVH�DW�WKH�HQG�
RI�WKH�GD\��,�NQRZ�WKDW�P\�LQWHUDFWLRQV�ZLWK�RWKHUV�UHÁHFW�PXFK�PRUH�DERXW�ZKR�,�DP�DV�D�SHUVRQ�WKDQ�
any – and I mean any – academic pursuit.

So what does my sensitive nature have to do with Fair Elections? Why get political about my feel-
ings when I could just as well sit and comfort my friends behind closed doors? Well, it’s because I know 
that my friends are not the only ones who need someone to listen to them. I repeat: my compatriots at 
Geneseo are not the only ones who feel unheard or that they lack agency. The 19 million residents of New 
York State need someone to care about their issues and concerns.

That is why a more equitable election system – one that encourages its candidates not to amass 
money, but instead amass a series of constituent concerns – is the only way to ensure that our state gov-
ernment harbors and facilitates open discussions about the issues that plague its supporters. 

Let’s face it: healthy debate and discussion regarding issues like education, poverty, the environment 
DQG�PLOLWDU\�VSHQGLQJ�VLPSO\�GR�QRW�RFFXU�ZKHQ�WKH�RQO\�RQHV�ZKR�FDQ�DIIRUG�WR�FDPSDLJQ�IRU�RIÀFH�DUH�
those receiving massive donations.

:H�QHHG�SHRSOH� WR� UXQ� IRU� RIÀFH�ZKR� DUH�GHHSO\� FRPPLWWHG� WR� UHSUHVHQWLQJ� WKHLU� FRQVWLWXHQWV� ²�
whether they agree with them personally or not. We need a fairer election system to allow for honest, 
KDUG�ZRUNLQJ��DQG�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�ZHOO�RII�SROLWLFDO�FDQGLGDWHV�WR�UXQ�IRU�RIÀFH�VR�WKDW�RXU�VWDWH�JRY-
HUQPHQW�PD\�PRUH�DFFXUDWHO\�UHÁHFW�RXU�GLYHUVLW\�RI�RSLQLRQV��:H�QHHG�D�SROLWLFDO�V\VWHP�WKDW�LV�QRW�
obsessed with the accumulation or loss of wealth for politicians. We need a system that speaks “people,” 
not “money.”

Fair Elections are not the only – nor are they the ultimate – solution to this “big-money-in-politics” 
problem. They are just one part in the government’s slow process of stopping, turning around, and look-
ing at us – their constituents – in the face. Fair Elections are only one small step toward extending a 
listening ear to the people of New York State. 

Finally, let us agree that the government cannot sit and listen all day long to its people; at some point 
it has to go out and make decisions for itself. But if the government – much like myself – was made for 
one purpose, it is to act as an honest, willing and compassionate body in our community. In order to do 
that, we all must be willing to stop and listen a little bit more every day.X

Liggera described this inequality as being a result of corporations, lobbyists and individual elites to which 
politicians are beholden for funds. Because of the need for campaign funds, politicians are forced to conform 
to the wants of the elite instead of their constituents’ needs.

I certainly agree that lobbying and corruption are rampant in New York’s state – and even local – politics.
But an appeal to the very same politicians that receive substantial contributions – in effect an appeal to 

their corporate, lobby and plutocrat donors – to ensure democratic elections is like kindly asking the fox to 
stop guarding the henhouse.

Moreover, the rally was critically in need of substance. For every speaker, there was a poet from the Gen-
HVHR�3RHW�6RFLHW\�DQG�D�SHUIRUPDQFH�JURXS��7KH�SRHWV�DQG�WKH�VSHDNHUV�JRW�ÀYH�PLQXWHV�HDFK�ZKLOH�WKH�JURXSV�
JRW�����7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�IRU�HDFK�ÀYH�PLQXWH�PHDQLQJIXO�VSHHFK��WKHUH�ZHUH����PLQXWHV�RI�HQWHUWDLQPHQW�

While many of the acts were enjoyable – I especially liked Overly Sexual American Girls – I’m not sure 
how much they contibuted to the rally. It was, after all, a rally to promote democracy, not an open-mic event.

According to the Facebook event, the participants’ goal in the rally was “to get our “voice[s] heard by 
>RXU@�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�µ�ZLWK�WKH�DLP�RI�JHWWLQJ�D�SXEOLF�ÀQDQFLQJ�ODZ�LQFRUSRUDWHG�LQWR�WKH�EXGJHW�

6XFK�D�ODZ�ZRXOG�XVH�SXEOLF�PRQH\�WR�JLYH�FDQGLGDWHV�ÀQDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�WKH\�ZRXOG�QRUPDOO\�VHH�IURP�
corporations. This would be given to candidates that pass minimal requirements for viability, itself a massive 
hurdle for third parties. They would also receive funds in proportion to the small donations they receive from 
individuals.

The budget that the state legislature passed on Tuesday April 1 incorporated only a “test pilot” program 
RI�SXEOLF�FDPSDLJQ�ÀQDQFLQJ�DQG�RQO\�IRU�WKH�FRPSWUROOHU�HOHFWLRQ�

Bill Mahoney of the New York Public Interest Research Group pointed out that Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
didn’t include the gubernatorial race in the reform, while Cuomo has already raised $33 million for his re-
election campaign.

Again, kindly asking the fox to stop guarding the henhouse.
This law doesn’t even approach limited electoral reform, which would have to include checks on corpo-

rate spending, spending caps and donation caps.
(YHQ�LI�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�ÀQDQFH�UHIRUP�LV�SDVVHG��WKRVH�ZLWK�PRQH\�DOZD\V�HQVXUH�WKHLU�YRLFH�LV�KHDUG�

ORXG�DQG�FOHDU�LQ�SROLWLFV��,Q�DQ�LQFUHDVLQJO\�VWUDWLÀHG�VRFLHW\�ZKHUH�D�KDQGIXO�RI�EXVLQHVV�RZQHUV�FDQ�DPDVV�
REVFHQH�ZHDOWK��PRQH\�ZLOO�DOZD\V�ÀQG�LWV�ZD\�LQWR�SROLWLFV�

Students at Geneseo need to express their support for democracy without appealing to corrupt politicians 
on either side of the aisle. Instead, they need to tackle the real issue: systemic economic inequality.X

In an increasingly stratified society 
where a handful of business owners can 
amass obscene wealth, money will al-
ways find its way into politics.

We need a fairer election system to 
allow for honest, hard-working, and not 
necessarily well-off political candidates 
to run for office so that our state govern-
ment may more accurately reflect our 
diversity of opinions.

FACEOFF:Fair Elections
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Satirist Stephen Colbert 
may be in danger of hav-

ing his show, “The Colbert Re-
port,” cancelled. The #Cancel-
Colbert movement came out 
of the woodwork on Twitter 
on March 27 following an off-
color joke on the show. Thou-
sands of Internet users have 
thrown in their support for the 
cause, placing the celebrated 
comedian in the center of con-
troversy. But in wake of this 
social media outcry, it is im-
portant to remember that Col-
bert is just that: a comedian.

#CancelColbert controversy blown 
way out of proportion

According to the Inter-
net Movie Database, “Satirist 
news caster Stephen Colbert 
provides humorous commen-
tary on the big issues going 
on in the United States and 
the rest of the world.” This de-
scription for “The Colbert Re-
port” is important to remem-
ber when evaluating the recent 
controversy. One of Stephen 
Colbert’s primary goals with 
his show – which has been on 
the air since 2005 – has been 
to illuminate societal prob-
lems through sardonic and 
sometimes crass humor. 

The joke in question was 
part of a bit during which he 
mocked Washington Redskins 
owner Daniel Snyder’s deci-
sion to set up a Native Ameri-
can support foundation that 
provides clothing to various 
North American tribes rather 
than change the team’s overtly 

racist name. Colbert then jok-
ingly introduced an aid foun-
dation of his own: the “Ching-
Chong Ding-Dong Foundation 
for Sensitivity to Orientals or 
Whatever.” 

It took the fans in the live-
audience all of two seconds to 
meet Colbert with laughter, 
clearly displaying their un-
derstanding that this was just 
another piece of the satire that 
viewers of “The Colbert Re-
port” have grown accustomed 
to for close to 10 years. The 
story should have ended right 
here, but the general public 
proved not to be as quick to 
laugh as Colbert’s devotees.

@ColbertReport, a Twitter 
account run by Comedy Cen-
tral without input from Colbert 
himself, sent out a tweet re-
ferring to the show’s joke, but 
without the context of the larg-
er bit it was a part of. The er-

Without NASA, how will 
Americans learn about space?
Recent budget cuts prompting alternative info sources

Since the dawn of space 
travel, interest and invest-

ment in exploring the beyond 
have significantly dropped. 
Astronomy is on the fringes 
of pop culture, only catching 
our interest when it’s in sci-
ence fiction or extraterrestrial 

sightings. But this is just pulp 
for voyeurs to digest, exem-
plifying disconnect from the 
need to go deeper into explor-
ing our own universe. 

Let’s face it, space explo-
ration is extremely costly and 
needs a multi-billion dollar 
budget to function even re-
motely well. Results are de-
pendent upon technology and 
equipment, which in turn are 
dependent upon money. Fur-
thermore, the support for these 
expenditures and subsequent 
missions comes from us, the 
public. The periodic govern-

mental budget cuts for Nation-
al Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration only get worse, 
further alienating – no pun 
intended – the space program 
and the public’s attention for 
such matters.

In an article for Slate.
com, astronomer Phil Plait de-
scribes how the White House 
is affecting the popularity of 
space programs through its 
cuts.

“One of NASA’s shining 
triumphs is public advocacy, 
from creating educational 
products to garnering public 

interest in the overall mission 
of exploring the Universe,” he 
said. “This cut seems to align 
with the bizarre notion of tak-
ing the educational efforts 
away from NASA and giving 
it to outside museums and the 
Department of Education.” 

Plait goes on to critique 
this fiscal decision as detri-
mental to the organization’s 
relationship with the public, 
deeming it “a big mistake.”

The newly proposed cuts 
undermine everything Plait de-
scribes. As a result, collective 
interest is fading; most interest 
in these programs now comes 
from astrophysics courses at 
universities and from academ-
ics.

 Essentially, unless you’re 
studying astronomy or actually 
working for a space program, 
there’s not much out there to 
quench your thirst for space 
exploration info. Even more 
so, space travel is no closer to 
reviving itself as a public inter-
est topic because of the politi-
cal suppression and alienation 
encapsulated by increasing cuts 
to NASA’s already truncated 
budget.

For now, those who want 
to learn about their nation’s 
space programs are forced to 
subsist on tidbits of news here 
and there. We occasionally 
hear about the return of a space 
probe or the discovery of a new 
extra-solar planet, but these 
stories then fade from the news 
cycle as quickly as they appear.

rant tweet provoked a strongly 
negative response.

Asian-American activist 
Suey Park came up with the 
#CancelColbert hashtag, tweet-
ing, “#CancelColbert because 
white liberals are just as com-
plicit in making Asian Ameri-
cans into punch lines and we 
are not amused.”

Park’s sentiments – which 
included demanding an apol-
ogy from Colbert – spread like 
ZLOGÀUH�DQG�ZHUH�VRRQ�HFKRHG�
by thousands of Twitter users. 
Colbert himself chimed in via 
his own personal Twitter ac-
count. Comedy Central quickly 
removed the tweet and was 
quick to point out that neither 
Colbert nor his writing staff 
has ties to the account.

Had CNN or MSNBC re-
ferred to Asians as “Orientals or 
whatever,” then certainly there 
would be cause for outrage, but 

that is not the case. Though the 
news desk format of Colbert’s 
show isn’t akin to your stan-
dard comedy, the statements 
made on “The Colbert Report” 
carry as much weight and se-
verity as those spoken on pro-
grams like “South Park” and 
“Tosh.0,” programs that are 
allowed to push the envelope 
given their comedic medium.

Stephen Colbert the man 
and Stephen Colbert the char-
acter are separate entities. The 
central concept of “The Colbert 
Report” is the host’s skewer-
ing of ultra-conservative cable 
news personalities by portray-
ing a comically exaggerated 
version of one. Granted, this 
format does not give Colbert 
license to say just anything, but 
LQ�WKLV�VSHFLÀF�FDVH�LW�LV�KDUG�WR�
ÀQG� LPSURSULHW\� LQ� WKH� FRPH-
dian’s joke when given proper 
context.X

In place of authoritative 
information on the universe 
beyond our planet, the pub-
lic has turned to pop culture. 
Programming on the History 
Channel and FOX Network 
has popped up to pick up NA-
SA’s slack. Recently, astro-
physicist Neil deGrasse Tyson 
has taken up hosting duties for 
a Seth MacFarlane-produced 
sequel to “Cosmos: A Per-
sonal Voyage,” the beloved 
PBS documentary series from 
1980. “Cosmos” gives viewers 
a compelling look into space 
travel and the phenomena of 
our universe, but ultimately 
cannot replace the actual, sci-
entific research that informs 
such programming.

The revival of “Cosmos” 
has thus far enjoyed a warm 
reception. If only the public 
interest in space exploration 
could translate into an ex-
panded budget for NASA, this 
discussion would not be nec-
essary. An expanded budget 
would increase the amount of 
quality information out there 
about the universe. Regard-
less, public outlets persist in 
redefining comprehensible 
astronomy.X

NASA’s shrinking budget has resulted in the termination of many longstanding programs, 
notably the Space Shuttle.

KAREN L. NYBERG/AP PHOTO

CHASE WATKINS
COLUMNIST

TYLER THIER
ASST. ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

Contact the 
opinion editor at 
lamron.opinion

@gmail.com.



Conesus Lake Waterfront 
Homes: Furnished (4 bed, 1 
bath $800/month) & (5 bed, 2 
bath $1,200) Available Fall 2014/
Spring 2015 http://www.familyt-
iesatpebblebeach.com/ 716-548-
0158.

For Rent: Booking for the 2014-
2015 school year on Court Street. 
6-8 bedrooms, 2 kitchens, 2 bath-
rooms, large backyard, on sight 
laundry, and plenty of off street 
parking. Rent includes heat, hot 
water, and internet. Also available, 
3-4 bedrooms and 5-6 bedrooms 
includes the same as the 6-8 bed-
rooms. Call or text 585-354-6726 
or e-mail cviewlimard@yahoo.
com.

House for Rent: for the 2014-
2015 school year.   2 separate 
apartments for 3, 4, 7 or 8 stu-
dents, great location on Ward 
Place. Please call 329-3223 or 
243-5740.

Affordable Student Housing - A 
Really Nice Place! Quiet Envi-
ronment! Available: Spring 2014/
Fall 2014 & Spring 2015. Fully 
Furnished - Nice Furniture! 1.5 
baths, Off Street Parking. 2 min. 
drive/15 min. walk, from Campus. 
3 Bedroom House. All Utilities in-
cluded: Water, Trash, Heat, Elec-

Dec. 3, 2009 98

For Rent

April 3, 2014 CLASSIFIEDS
tric, Cable & Internet. Big front 
porch, nice yard, back deck, free 
laundry, Wireless Internet/Cable 
in every bedroom. Non-smokers 
Only. No Pets. Pay by semester. 
Security Deposit Required. Call 
or email for pics and to schedule 
a walk-thru. Call: Bob @ 585-797-
5254, Email roh4@mac.com

For Rent: 2 person and 5 person 
apartments available for 2014/2015 
school year. Call 243-5740.

For Rent: 2014-2015 School year 
3-4 students: All single bedrooms. 
Includes: off street parking, laun-
dry facilities, utilities included. 
Close to college. Call 585-233-
8402.

STUDENT RENTAL FOR 
2014–2015: 4 bedroom house on 
4 Highland Road village of Gene-
seo. $1,900/semester/student based 
on 4 students, 7 bedroom (2 apart-
ment house) 21 Elm St village of 
Geneseo $2,200/semester per stu-
dent based on 7 can be split into 4 
and 3. Both apartments with wash-
er/dryers and off-street parking. If 
interested call 585-243-4260 or 
email tpalma@frontiernet.net.

Apartments for Rent: 4 bedroom 
21 Orchard St, off street parking, 
/DXQGU\�� UHQW� LQFOXGHV� ZLÀ�� JDU-
bage and snow removal.  1990/
semester per person. Call Mike at 
585-506-6506 or email at miked-
pa@yahoo.com.

For Rent: 3 and 4 bedroom 
apartments for rent for 2014/2015 
school year, corner Main and 
University, VERY nice, parking, 
ZLÀ�� XWLOLWLHV� LQFOXGHG�� �������
per person per semester.  Call 
330-2139 or 261-1393.

STUDENT HOUSING: 2014-
2015. Three, four, seven, and 
eight person units available. 
Main Street, Center Street, and 
North Street locations- walking 
distance to campus. CALL 585-
397-2633 or EMAIL gvapart-
mentrentals@outlook.com

For Rent: 39 Main St. Great 4 
and 5 person apartments avail-
able for the 2014-15 academic 
year. Parking available. Every-
thing included. $2400/person/
semester. Call Kimberly at 585-
507-5107.

For Rent: 19 Franklin Street. 
4 bedroom house available for 
Fall/Spring semesters. Borders 
campus on two sides. Laundry 
on site and off street parking. 
$2200 per student per semester. 
Call Jake at 585-755-9395 for 
more info or to set up a showing.

CONESUS LAKEFRONT 
HOME: Furnished, 3 bedroom, 
1 bath, laundry, dishwasher, 
whirlpool tub, 5 miles to cam-
pus.  Available Fall 2014/Spring 
2015.  $750/month.  For info or 

appointment, call Bill at (585) 
259-6651.

Student Rentals:  20 Orchard 
Street - Nice 4 bed/1 bath and 
5 bed/2 bath units available for 
2014-2015.  On-site laundry, 
close to campus.  Sign lease by 
April 1st and get a $100 Visa 
gift card. Text 585-208-4210.

Apartments for Rent - Last 
week August thru May,2015. 
Lakefront, fully furnished, 8 
minutes from campus, 6081 W 
Lake Rd, One bedroom-385/
month; 2 bedroom 495/month 
for one person,535 for 2 people.  
716 984 2897.

FOR RENT - 25 Orchard St.- 
A one bedroom apartment for 
2014-2015 school year.  $500 
per month.  10 month lease. 
Most utilities included. No pets.  
Call 585-243-9173 evenings.

FOR RENT: Next school year-
2014-2015, 2 Apartments, 3-8 
students.  Excellent location, 
Second Street, walking distance 
to campus, off-street parking.  
Washer and Dryer provided. 
Call: 585-747-2511

Student Renters Wanted 
(2014-2015) for beautiful Lake 
House: Minutes by car from 
SUNY Geneseo, semester 
lease includes utilities, wireless 
Roadrunner/cable TV ready, 3 
bedrooms, 1.5 baths, furnished 
1600 sq ft, 8 rooms, hard wood 
ÁRRULQJ�� ZDVKHU� DQG� GU\HU��
deck, smoke and pet free, beau-
tiful park separates you from 

Summer
Rentals

Want to advertise 
in THE LAMRON?

Contact our ads team by 
emailing lamronad@geneseo.edu 

or calling (585) 245-5896
Visit us online.

thelamron.com

the water and beach, $1850/
semester/person for 2, $1700/
semester/person for 3, discounts 
for 4 or $295/mo/person for 3 
plus utilities. pkline1@rochester.
rr.com or M585-857-1130

Geneseo Summer Rental:   
Furnished 2 person apt. and a 
Studio apt. available with off 
street parking.  Main St. Loca-
tion.  Call 585-243-2858 for info.

For Rent:  Conesus Lake – W. 
Lake Rd., 6 miles from Geneseo.  
Completely furnished 2 bed-
room home.  2014-2015 School 
year.  Call 585-243-2858 for 
more info.

Furnished Rent 2 persons 
2014-2015 ($4,800/person) 
academic year. Summer 2014 
($1,500 per).Restored village 
home. 2 bedrooms, living room, 
EDWK�� � �)5((�:LÀ��ZDVKHU�GU\-
er, TV, park, utilities (cent air).  
585-410-0733.

Student Rentals for Summer 
2014: 2, 3, and 4 bedroom apart-
ments located in the heart of 
Main St. Plenty of parking and 
very nice. Call 585-455-3162

Summer Rental: 3 Bedroom 
apartment above Main Moon. If 
interested call (585)519-5599.

Summer Rentals: Great loca-
tions and prices! For details 
call/text 585-354-6726 or email 
cviewlimard@yahoo.com.
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Relay for Life advocate 
contemplates service, dedication IPrivacy

Junior Coli Bacharach will shave her head to raise money for Relay for 
Life, an overnight fundraising walk held annually in the Ira S. Wilson 
Ice Arena. 

SEAN RUSSELL/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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The thawing of Fall Brook Gorge reveals stratified history
GENESEO GENEALOGY 

STAFF WRITER

MEGAN MEADOWS

Fall Brook Gorge is located on private property. The land has a conservation easement, however, that 
prevents development on the space. 

EVAN GOLDSTEIN/ASSOC. PHOTO EDITOR

While many students have 
ventured to Letchworth State 
Park for the views, hiking or 
other activities, few are aware 

of the National Natural Land-
mark just a few miles down the 
road: Fall Brook Gorge, which 
is comparable in its beauty and 
natural structures.

While Letchworth is open 
to the public, Fall Brook is 

private – an area of conserva-
tion that will hopefully remain 
open space forever.  

According to professor 
of geological sciences Jeffrey 
Over, the Chanler family has 
owned Fall Brook since the 

For some people, getting a 
simple haircut can be a huge or-
deal. For junior Coli Bacharach, 
however, making the decision to 
shave her head to raise money for 
cancer research was surprisingly 
easy. 

“I saw students doing it last 
year and I thought it was awe-
some,” Bacharach said. “I’ve 
seen so many people suffer un-
necessarily and I thought if I 
could do this small part to help, 
then why not do it?”

Bacharach has chosen to 
shave her head at Relay for Life 
on Saturday, April 5 in front of 
hundreds of supporters, surren-
dering to the clippers in the name 
of curing cancer.

“I just keep thinking about 
NLGV� WKDW� KDYH� EHHQ� FRQÀQHG� WR�
a hospital by cancer, living a life 
they don’t deserve,” Bacharach 
said. “They don’t have the choice 
to shave their heads, they don’t do 
it because they want to; they’re 
just victims of circumstance.” 

“Your entire life can be up-
rooted by cancer and then on top 
of that, you have to shave your 
head. That’s your security, which 
you now have to get rid of it in 
the midst of this [trauma],” she 
said. 

Bacharach admitted that the 
idea of losing the “security” of her 
KDLU�PDGH�KHU�D�ELW�QHUYRXV�DW�ÀUVW��

“As much as I tell myself it’s 
just hair, it is a little scary,” she 
said. “People may look at me dif-
ferently but so what? I don’t have 
cancer. I’m lucky enough not to.” 

Bacharach hasn’t been con-
templating this decision all year, 
rather it wasn’t until after she re-
turned from studying abroad last 
semester that she decided to part 
with her locks. 

“On the way up [to Geneseo], 
I told [my family] that I was think-
LQJ� DERXW� GRLQJ� WKLV� DQG� DW� ÀUVW�
I was afraid of what they would 
say,” Bacharach said. “But they 
were proud of me and it’s nice to 
have their support.”

Bacharach had raised over 
$2,500 within a few months, sur-
passing her goal and the individual 
fundraising amount at Geneseo; 
earning the title of Relay for Life 
Emerald Individual Fundraising 
Club member.

Bacharach explained that 
even in high school she had a pas-
sion for giving back. Bacharach 
has spent much of her time travel-
ing and volunteering all over the 
world, meeting many children and 
adults who have struggled to win 
their battles with illness. 

“They have such a spirit about 
them,” Bacharach said. “And I 
feel like most of us don’t appreci-
ate our health until something bad 
happens. I’ve visited hospitals all 
across the United States and met a 
lot of great folks who have battled 
many diseases, including cancer.”

Throughout her time at Gen-
eseo, Bacharach has been very 
involved on campus; serving not 
only as editor-in-chief of MiNT 
magazine, but also as the social 
and new student engagement chair 
of Hillel, a sister and service chair 
of the Royal Lady Knights and a 
resident assistant in Allegany Hall.

“I’ve had support from every 
group that I’m a part of, which 
I’m so thankful for,” Bacharach 

said. “And I’ve been so humbled 
by it … even people that I didn’t 
feel like I had that strong of a con-
nection with have supported me.”

Though Bacharach said she 
was thankful for the support she’s 

received for her fundraising efforts, 
not everyone is totally on board. 

“I have friends – really great 
friends – who still can’t believe 

1800s. It has signs warning 
against trespassing; however, 
the Chanler family grants ac-
cess to the property on occa-
sion for various geography/
geology classes classes who 
study and observe the land. 

Since 1970, the site has 
been a National Natural Land-
mark. In addition, Fall Brook 
is a part of the Genesee Val-
ley Conservancy, which has 
permission to access the site 
and holds organized walks 
each year to raise money while 
allowing others to view the 
property.

According to its website, 
the Genesee Valley Conser-
vancy has a conservation ease-
ment on the property, meaning 
the owner agrees to refrain 
from certain activities such as 
building on the land. It is pre-
served for the future, but the 
owner can still enjoy it as long 
as he or she follows the rules 
of the easement. The Conser-
vancy has easements on other 
areas in Western New York, 
such as the Railroad Bed Trail 
and the Indian Fort Nature 
Preserve.

Inside the property, there 
is a waterfall and a stream. 

Cattle can be often found on 
the property as well as an or-
chard, which still produces 
fruit.  

“The waterfall represents 
the headland erosion of a hang-
ing valley that developed after 
the glaciers that carved out the 
N-S valley receded, now hold-
ing the Genesee River,” Over 
said.  

This carving occurred 
about 15,000 years ago. Over 
said that the waterfall is made 
of limestone, shale and fossil-
bearing strata.  

The Geneseo shale which 
makes up part of the waterfall 
is named after Geneseo and is, 
“very organic rich and has been 
drilled for natural gas in Penn-
sylvania,” Over said. “These 
rocks were deposited when this 
region was covered by a shal-
low tropical sea … approxi-
mately 385 million years ago.”  

As opposed to the shale in 
Pennsylvania, which has been 
drilled, this land will be pro-
tected for hundreds of years to 
come, as the easements are in 
place regardless of whether or 
not the land is sold. New own-
ers will have to abide by the 
rules in the easement.X
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End Hunger Day expands education services 
Contact the Knights’ Life editor at lamron.knightslife@gmail.com

I’m doing this and say they could 
never deal with the societal pres-
sures,” Bacharach said. “And 
that’s really upsetting: that we 
would be so afraid of the opinions 
of others that we would keep our-
selves from doing something im-
portant that we know will have a 
great response.” 

Despite her incredible ac-
complishments, however, Bacha-
rach has remained modest and 
thankful. She points out that con-

Invasion
CONTINUED FROM 
PREVIOUS PAGE

trary to popular belief, you don’t 
have to be a “certain kind of per-
son” to make a gesture like this. 

“I feel like anyone can make a 
difference. If you want to do some-
thing great, just go ahead and do 
it,” she said. 

Bacharach has upped her 
goal to $2,650 and is still looking 
for donations, which will be ac-
cepted until Friday. 

“I had no idea that we would 
break everyone’s records with the 
support I got … it makes it all 
worth it,” Bacharach said. “I’m 
ready to be bald.”X

����������������ơ�����͗ǡ͔͔͔������������������������������������Ƥ�������������������������������Ǥ���������������������������������������������������������������������������
program. 

SEAN RUSSELL/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Alpha Phi Omega’s third 
annual food pantry on Sunday 
March 30 revealed a series of 
improvements and expansions.

What began as a collabora-
tion with Wegmans and Foodlink 
to provide food for impover-
ished people living in Livings-
ton County has grown into “End 
Hunger Day,” an all-day event 
including an information fair, 
Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
WDQFH�3URJUDP�%HQHÀWV� IDLU�DQG�
New York State Health Insur-
ance screening.

Senior APO member Sherry 
Leung began the annual food 
pantry as a sophomore after 
discovering a lack of volunteer 
work with local families.

“One of the biggest needs 
I kept seeing as I did volunteer 
work was families in need of 
basic things like food,” Leung 
said.

She started the initiative 
to get a $500 donation from 
Wegmans, which they gave to 
Foodlink to buy about 3,000 
pounds of wholesale grocer-
ies. Individuals who signed in 
were able to take home enough 
food to feed a family of four for 
about a week, free of charge.

Town Supervisor William 
Wadsworth inspired Leung to 
expand the program last year, 
when he asked what long-term 
change would accompany this 
short-term relief.

APO added an informa-
tion fair to the food pantry this 
year, which had tables from 

various services such as day 
care centers, social services, 
disability services and Catho-
lic Charities. 

They also had a SNAP 
Benefits fair, where attend-
ees had the option of bringing 
personal information and go-
ing through screening to see 
if they could qualify for ben-
efits. They could receive help 
filling out applications and 
see if their current financial 
status qualified them for more 
benefits than they currently re-
ceive.

According to Leung, the 
fair “provides for communica-
tion between potential SNAP 
recipients and SNAP.”

NYS Health Insurance 
hosted a similar service where 
people could see what free 

health insurance they qual-
ify for and receive help go-
ing through bureaucratic “red 
tape.” 

Students interested in this 
cause can volunteer at the 
event, but there are other ways 
to get involved.

“I think a lot of it – even at 
the very, very basic level – is 
volunteering at a food pantry,” 
Leung said.

Leung pointed out that 
very few people know what 
SNAP benefits are or they 
have misconceptions about 
them. They hope to recon-
struct the negative opinions 
some people have about those 
who utilize these benefits.

To better understand the 
struggle that many face even 
with SNAP benefits, about 10 

ASST. KNIGHTS’ LIFE EDITOR

MAYA LUCYSHYN members of APO tried grocery 
shopping on the amount of 
money individuals with SNAP 
benefits receive: $36.94 per 
week.

This year, the snow-
storm interfered with many 
people’s transportation to the 
event, resulting in only about 
100 people coming instead of 
several hundred as expected. 
APO workers compensated by 
personally driving food both 
Catholic Charities and the Se-
nior Rehabilitation Center as 
well as individual families.

Lots of leftover food re-
mains, however, and another 
food pantry is in the works to 
be held in two to three weeks at 
the United Methodist Church 
on Genesee Street.X
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GENESEO CLASS OF 2014
Sports editor revises career path

If you had told me in high 
school that by the end of my 
college career I’d be pursuing 
a career in writing/journalism, 
I would have told you how asi-
nine that statement was. 

In high school, my best 
subject was math – nothing else 
came close. Homework for me 
was more like “passing-time 
work” or “lunch work,” and I 
was pulling out A’s and A+’s. 
I would do math and physics 
homework for other students, 
and in exchange they would do 
my English and history work. 
Writing sucked. I hated it. 

When I entered college, I 
knew what I wanted to major 
in, but not what I wanted to pur-
sue as a job. I started as a math 
and economics double major. 
I wanted to study economics 
because I felt it would be good 
to apply my math knowledge 
rather than just doing math for 
math’s sake. But again, there 
was no end goal yet. Life after 
college was a problem for my 
future-self to deal with.

Early in my college career, 
however, problems arose that 
present-me absolutely had to 
deal with: I was diagnosed with 
ulcerative colitis, a chronic 
gastrointestinal disease that 
rendered my college experi-
ence less than ideal. For the 
sake of word count and your 
comfort, just know this disease 

causes writhing abdominal 
pain paired with pretty graphic 
bowel movements. I was in and 
out of the hospital constantly, 
on loads of different meds 
with loads of side effects. My 
windowsill looked like what I 
imagined that of a sickly old 
man’s would resemble; orange 
bottles were everywhere. 

,W� ÁDW�RXW� VXFNHG��:KHQ� ,�
was able to have a social life, 
it still wasn’t very social. It 
took everything in me to per-
form simple tasks like grocery 
shopping or going to a friend’s 
KRXVH��2QFH�,�ÀQDOO\�PXVWHUHG�
WKH�FRQÀGHQFH�WR�JR�RXW��,�VWLOO�
wasn’t social. 

I wouldn’t talk to my 
friends. I wouldn’t engage in 
conversation. I would just sit 
there, keeping to myself won-
dering when I would be in pain 
again and if whatever food was 
being served was approved for 
the diet I had been assigned. 
Should I take the risk of eating 
it? If something goes wrong, 
where are the bathrooms? How 
will people react if I end up in 
pain, not knowing the disease 
and the severity of its compli-
cations? Yeah, these were a few 
stressful years in my life. 

But I am better. Getting 
there came at the expense of 
three college semesters among 
other things, but I am better 
nonetheless.  

And now – the point of all 
of this. People always tell you 
WR�ÀQG�ZKDW�\RX�ORYH�DQG�OHW�LW�
NLOO�\RX��ÀQG�D� MRE� WKDW�DOORZV�

to never work a day in your life 
– all that cliché stuff. Getting 
sick made me realize what I 
want in life: to talk about sports 
for a living.

The one constant from my 
math-loving days until now 
has been sports. I love playing, 
talking about, watching, listen-
ing to, etc., sports. I took those 
cliché sayings to heart and 
decided I want to, hopefully, 
make a career out of it. 

When I started writing for 
The Lamron, I wasn’t even sure 
if I was good at writing. It was 
the only forum I knew of that 
allowed me to creatively dis-
cuss all things sports. And now 
I am going to intern with the 
Buffalo Bills for the 2014-15 
regular season, which provides 
VRPH�FRQÀUPDWLRQ�WKDW�,�DP�DW�
least decent at writing about 
sports. 

Sorry for being mushy, but 
WKLV�LV�P\�UHÁHFWLRQ�RQ�P\�FRO-
lege career. Before being sick, I 
was all about the numbers and 
likely would have ended up in 
a job that felt like a job, mis-
erable and disengaging. Post-
illness, I realized that I should 
take things I already do on an 
everyday basis and see if I can 
get paid for that. 

My college experience was 
atypical and in no way free of 
bad memories, but I think that 
going through what I did, the 
rest of my life is set up to be 
full of positive ones.X

Inquiring Photographer
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Conrad Baker
Senior 

English
“Downstairs Welles.”

Lanya Gray 
Sophomore 

History, 
�ĚŽůĞƐĐĞŶƚ��ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�

“In my suite.”

Jesse Ellis-Wexler
Junior 
Psychology 
“In Newton because they 
have the cleanest 
bathrooms.” 

Rebecca Semenetz
Freshman 
�ŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶ���
“Between the arts and 
ŵƵƐŝĐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ŝŶ��ƌŽĚŝĞ͘͟ �

Where is your favorite place 
to poop on campus?

STAFF WRITER

TAYLOR LEBARON

While most teams are hosting 
bake sales or dance-a-thons to raise 
money for this year’s Relay for Life 
event, tutors from the Math Learn-
ing Center are offering up math tips 
for actual tips.

 “We thought it would be fun 
to put a tip jar [in the MLC] where 
students could kind of give tips for 
good service and then the funds 
would go to Relay,” MLC tutor se-
nior Suraj Uttamchandani said.

Uttamchandani emphasized 
that while the tutoring is free, the 
tip idea presents an easy way for 
students to give back. 

“We have a lot of great stu-
dents who work really hard … and 
those people really like to – I don’t 
want to say “give back” to the Math 
Learning Center – but it’s nice for 
them to have the opportunity to do-
nate,” he said. 

He explained that his Relay 
team was not founded by the MLC 
department, but by the tutors who 
work there. Their team name is 
“Convergent for a Cure,” a play on 
math terminology. 

,Q� WKH� ÀUVW� GD\� RI� LWV� IXQG-
raiser, which took place during 
all-college hour last week, the team 
raised $183. 

“We are really playing up the 
fact that we can help you with your 
math, that’s our thing,” Uttamchan-
dani said.  

 The team has not only been 
successful at raising money, but 
has also acted as a great bonding 
opportunity for the tutors. 

“We are starting to have a re-
ally nice community among the tu-
tors … We were all really on board 
for Relay, and it was something we 
all wanted to get involved in to-
gether,” Uttamchandani said. 

The number of tutors working 
in the MLC has increased this year, 
allowing the Relay team to have 
approximately 15 members. 

“We just had a budget increase 
that we are really excited about, we 
have so many new tutors and so 
many more hours,” Uttamchandani 
said. 

The bonding experience on 
“Convergent for a Cure” extends 
to not just the tutors, but also the 
whole MLC department.  

“I think those people who fre-
quent the Math Learning Center 
are a really big part of that commu-
nity as well,” Uttamchandani said. 

“Convergent for a Cure” will 
continue its fundraising until Relay 
for Life on Saturday April 5 and the 
tip jar will remain in the MLC.X

MLC adds to 
Relay contributions

Model UN top SUNY competitor
Brings home ‘best’ in numerous categories

MANAGING EDITOR 

REBECCA FITZGERALD

Once again, Geneseo has 
proven that it is able to consis-
tently make a name for itself. 
This time, it’s through Model 
United Nations. 

The club brought home 
numerous awards from the 
Five College Model United 
Nations Conference that oc-
curred March 28-30 at Mount 
Holyoke College. 

In addition to winning the 
entire conference with “Best 
Delegation,” four of Geneseo’s 
members earned the first-place 
title of “Best Delegate.” One 
individual came in second 
with “Outstanding,” and an-
other in third with “Honorable 
Mention.” 

The accomplishments 
made at the recent confer-
ence are a testament to Gen-
eseo’s consistent talent.  A c -
cording to Model U.N. Vice 
President senior Matt Huben, 
the “core” group from last 
year’s team was replaced by 
roughly the same number of 
freshmen. The new members 
rose to the occasion, helping 

Geneseo to win the Five Col-
lege Conference for the sec-
ond consecutive year.  

Geneseo’s Model U.N. 
team often appears in top 
rankings among all colleges, 
including international ones. 
According to Treasurer ju-
nior Zach Perdek, this places 
Geneseo amongst the likes of 
University of Chicago, Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, Stan-
ford University, West Point, 
Yale University and McGill 
University. 

Throughout the year, Gen-
eseo participates in three ad-
ditional conferences hosted by 
Yale, UPenn and McGill. The 
conferences are often saturat-
ed with Ivy League schools, 
with Geneseo being the sole 
representative of SUNY.

 “It’s pretty cool that our 
Geneseo team – being in the 
SUNY system – can go com-
pete and win,” Perdek said.  

Model U.N. is a longtime 
tradition at many college cam-
puses, allowing students to 
simulate and “develop skills, 
such as public speaking [and] 
collaboration with other peo-
ple, who potentially have dif-
ferent views – almost always,” 

Perdek said. The teams solve 
situations that can be hypo-
thetical, fantasy or real-life.  

Perdek noted that Model 
U.N. provides opportunities 
to “gain knowledge in how 
unique political situations in 
other parts of the world are,” 
something especially helpful 
for political science majors.  

Despite misconceptions 
from students from other ma-
jors, Model U.N. isn’t ex-
tremely formal. Committees 
can vary from the National 
Security Agency, the U.N. Se-
curity Council and the French 
Revolution, to “Game of 
Thrones,” Harry Potter and 
World War Z – allowing stu-
dents such as Huben to draw 
upon their interests and tackle 
the situations in imaginative 
ways. 

“I never really approach 
it from a historical, political 
or diplomatic [perspective], so 
I’m always seeing what I can 
do creatively,” Huben said. 
“Even though there’s the po-
litical tie to it, there also a lot 
of other opportunities explor-
ing different avenues.”X
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GEO screens fracking documentary, rallies discussion

For a list of our upcoming graduate admissions events,  
visit admissions.adelphi.edu/graduateevents.
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Groundswell Rising, a documentary on the social movement surrounding the anti-fracking movement, 
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Hydraulic fracturing is a 
big fracking deal.

At least according to the 
documentary Groundswell Ris-
ing, Protecting Our Children’s 
Air and Water� ²� D� ÀOP� WKDW�
ÀHUFHO\� RSSRVHV� WKH� GHEDWHG�
practice of “fracking.” The 
Geneseo Environmental Orga-
nization and FrackFreeGenesee 
presented the documentary to 
students and community mem-
bers on Saturday March 29. 

The controversy of hy-
draulic fracturing is rooted in 
the construction, procedure and 
aftermath of fracking itself. 
According to Distinguished 
Service Professor of Geologi-
cal Science Richard Young, 
hydrofracking wells travel not 
only vertically into the earth 
– as former gas drilling tech-
nology had operated – but also 
horizontally, spreading up to 
2,000 feet laterally in layers 
of shale. A pressurized mixture 
of sand, water and chemicals 
is then blasted through these 
pipes to break open the shale 
and release natural gas.

From here the debate 
arises. Proponents cite the cre-
ation of jobs, revenue from gas 
sales and the accumulation of 
cleaner-burning natural gas as 
reasons to pursue fracking. In 

response, fracking adversaries 
ÀUH�EDFN�ZLWK�WKH�QHJDWLYH�LP-
pact on the health of surround-
ing communities, the visual 
and noise pollution from the 
construction of wells and the 
contamination of groundwater.

Both Young and the docu-
mentary placed a heavy empha-
sis on the idea of groundwater 
pollution. According to Young, 
natural gas is not the only thing 
released from cracked shale: 
Poisonous gases like methane, 

propane and even radioactivity 
can sometimes surface due to 
unknown geological structures. 

“Every rock in the world 
has joints and fault lines, and 
if you force pressure up it can 
break them,” Young said. 

As these rocks break, they 
leave pathways for toxic gases 
and potentially leaked chemi-
cals to travel and taint ground-
water. 

“Not every well is going 
to be a disaster,” Young said. 

“But when problems occur it 
LV� JHQHUDOO\� WRR� ODWH� WR� À[� WKH�
damage.”

Another concern of frack-
ing is what to do with the waste 
it creates. While chemicals 
comprise only one percent of 
the total water mixture used per 
well, that one percent translates 
into a considerable amount of 
toxins which must be disposed 
of with the waste water once 
fracking is completed, since 
a single well uses millions of 

gallons of water in the fracking 
process. 

“The amount [of chemicals 
used per well] ends up being 
about the size of an Olympic 
swimming pool,” Young said. 

Although there is currently 
a moratorium on fracking in 
New York State, GEO Presi-
dent senior Jen Benson, main-
tains that it is a relevant issue 
within Livingston County. She 
cites the local Cuylerville salt 
mine as an example. 

“The owner, AkzoNobel 
Salt, wants to stop maintain-
ing the plant – increasing the 
potential for collapse, which 
would contaminate water,” 
Benson said. “It’s also being 
considered as a potential means 
to store fracking waste.”

Through events like the 
documentary showing, Benson 
and other members of GEO 
and FrackFreeGenesee hope to 
raise awareness about their per-
spective in the fracking debate. 

“[We’re] working to edu-
cate students on the limits of 
fossil fuel resources and the en-
vironmental and social impli-
cations of coal, oil and natural 
gas extraction,” Benson said. 

The club remains active 
in their support of a frack-free 
state by writing letters to gov-
HUQPHQW� RIÀFLDOV�� FLUFXODWLQJ�
petitions and hosting educa-
tional events.X
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Modern circus explores rhythm through dance, beat boxing

Staged reading allows for emphasis on plot, intricate dialogue
A well-intentioned but social-

ly awkward Brit, an emotionally 
troubled ex-debutante, an overzeal-
ous innkeeper and a couple of co-
vert Klansmen masquerading as a 
property inspector and a reverend. 
These are just some of the com-
pelling characters that comprise 
the quirky cast of Veg S.O.U.P.’s 
staged reading of “The Foreigner.” 

Set in a rural lodge in 1980s 
southern Georgia, the plot follows 
the escapades of Englishman Char-
lie Baker, played by senior Haider 
Murtaza, brought into the United 
States by his exuberant friend 
“Froggy” LeSueur, played by se-
nior Michael Kedenburg, in an at-
tempt to assuage Baker’s marital 
woes. 

Naturally introverted and in a 
state of emotional distress, Baker 
claims that he would be unable to 
speak with anyone for the duration 
of the trip to address the dilemma. 
LeSueur concocts a scheme in 
which Baker assumes the persona 
of a native of an exotic country 
who doesn’t know the English lan-
guage, relieving Baker of any and 
all social obligations. 

Though initially opposed to 
the fabrication, Baker quickly and 
XQH[SHFWHGO\�ÀQGV�KLPVHOI�SULY\�WR�
a private and emotional conversa-
tion between two of the other resi-
dents of the lodge and feels he has 
no other choice but to perpetuate 
the ruse to save face. 

A group of funky tap dancers 
and musicians known as Rhythmic 
Circus brought an energetic show 
“Feet Don’t Fail Me Now!” to the 
Wadsworth Auditorium stage on 
March 28.

The show began with a simple 
ÀUVW�QXPEHU��7KH�IRXU�PDLQ�GDQFHUV�
took the stage to perform “A Cap-
SHOOD�7DSV�µ�D�SLHFH�WKDW�UHÁHFWV�LWV�
title. Despite being an understated 
start to the show, the performance 
wowed the audience with unprec-
edented talent. The piece high-
lighted each tapper’s individuality, 
while also expressing their ability 
to perform in perfect unison.

The second piece of the eve-
ning was titled “We Got It.” The 
seven-piece funk band introduced 
itself through this song, presenting 
a jazzy and swing style. Although 
the band began the number alone, 
three of the tap dancers joined to 
bring two worlds of live perfor-
mance together.

,Q� WKH� ÀUVW� RI� WKH� WZR� WLWOH�
pieces, called “Heatbox,” the com-
pany’s beat boxer Aaron Heaton 
blew the audience away with his 
skill. With only a single spotlight, 
Heaton captured the attention of 
the audience and held it for the en-
tirety of the piece.

The band then slowed it down 
with “I Believe,” when three of 
the dancers rejoined the band to 
perform. With this piece, all the 
performers displayed how tap and 
music can perfectly complement 
one another. In “World Tour,” the 
next piece, the performers relied on 
a different theme. Two of the danc-
ers “battled” the saxophonist in a 
rhythmic combat that left the audi-
ence in awe.

)RU�WKH�ÀQDO�SLHFH�RI�WKH�ÀUVW�
act, one cast member sat in a chair 
and spoke to the audience. Another 
then joined him, and the two pro-
ceeded to begin to tell the story of 
KRZ� WKH\� ÀUVW� PHW� LQ� VWXG\� KDOO��
“Porch Jam,” however, took a sur-
prisingly interesting turn when the 
two started banging out rhythms on 
their chairs.

Eventually, all the perform-
ers slowly joined the pair on stage 
with different instruments, such as 
kitchen utensils and a washboard, 
to create different beats, culmi-
nating in a brilliant closing piece 
IRU� WKH� ÀUVW� DFW�� 7KH� FRPSDQ\�
showcased its ability to perform 
in multiple media creatively while 
demonstrating just how remarkable 
rhythm can be.

,Q� WKH� ÀUVW� SLHFH� RI� DFW� WZR��
the performers continued to re-

ANTONIA MARIC
STAFF WRITER

kendall fitzgerald/staff photographer

rhythmic Circus, a performance troupe and funk band comprised of tap dancers, musicians and a 
beat boxer, performed on March 28 in Wadsworth auditorium.

“The Foreigner” intrigues with web of lies

See CIRCUS on page 16

CHRISTIAN PERFAS
STAFF WRITER

And with Baker’s role as 
WKH�´)RUHLJQHUµ�ÀUPO\�FHPHQWHG�
within the household, the play 
truly takes off. The other guests 
of the lodge quickly become ac-
customed to freely discussing 
their thoughts either directly to 
Baker or in his presence, from the 
nostalgic musings of Southern 
belle Catherine Simms, played 
by senior Erin Girard, to the quiet 
indignation of Simms’ simple-
minded younger brother Ellard, 
played by junior Brodie Guinan, 
to the devious plotting of Cath-
erine’s husband David Marshall 
Lee and his racially insensitive 
associate Owen Musser, played 
by freshman Kevin Raleigh and 

sophomore Jeremy Jackson, re-
spectively. 

As Murtaza himself puts it, 
“It’s all about the secrets.”

As a work of theater, “The 
Foreigner” is a pretty impressive 
feat. Considering that the entire 
cast and crew has had just under 
three weeks to bring this reading 
from the drawing board to the 
stage with spring break thrown 
directly in the middle of the pro-
cess, the progression thus far is 
commendable. 

The play’s technical ele-
ments are fairly rudimentary but 
help to emphasize the action on-
stage, as the focus of attention 
and the play is very much sup-

ported by the strength of its en-
semble. 

While Murtaza’s role as the 
)RUHLJQHU� WHFKQLFDOO\� TXDOLÀHV� DV�
the play’s lead, the supporting cast 
more than holds its own and keeps 
the action lively and engaging. This 
characteristic balancing is in fact 
part of what drew the play’s direc-
tor, senior Benjamin Bergstrom, to 
WKH�SOD\�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�SODFH��

“It is such an ensemble piece,” 
he said. “Everyone is used a lot and 
everyone is hysterical; [every char-
acter] gets a chance to be really, re-
ally funny.”  

The only noteworthy hin-
drance of the production – apart 
from some earnest yet largely in-

consistent accents – is the presence 
of the scripts, which seems to hin-
der some of the physicality and oc-
casionally instigates bouts of stilted 
acting. To the cast’s credit, this is 
in large part due to the nature of 
staged readings themselves and an 
unavoidable crutch given the rela-
tive time allotted for this piece. The 
cast’s cumulative energy and abil-
ity to play off one another so seam-
lessly creates a genuinely funny 
and worthwhile performance. 

“The Foreigner” will run for 
one night only at 7 p.m. on Thurs-
day April 3 in the Robert Sinclair 
Black Box Theatre. Tickets are $4 
and will be available at the door 
DQG�WKH�%URGLH�%R[�2IÀFH�X

zoe finn/photo editor

senior Benjamin Bergstrom directed a staged reading of “the foreigner,” a comedic play about the guests at a rural lodge in southern 
georgia. the play will run on thursday april 3 at 7 p.m. in robert sinclair Black Box theatre.
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Analysts often suggest viewing art 
through a time-sensitive lens; after all, 
virtuosos garner inspiration from their 
contemporary surroundings. When 
crafts of varying media and decade are 
placed into conversation with one an-
other, however, a recognition of art’s 
universality throughout the human ex-
perience eclipses chronology.

The aptly titled “Across Time,” 
curated by senior Lauren Slezak and 
on display in the Lederer Gallery, elic-
its the same sweeping consciousness 
in the observer. While studying art in a 
historical context has always “clicked” 
for her, Slezak arranged the works 
without any chronological constraints.

The exhibit negates era and art-
ist-specific demarcation by placing 
the most value in composition, color, 
and elemental style. Artworks are 
presented in pairs, drawing on all of 
these aspects. 

“I could have just picked out 
ones that I liked but I really wanted 
themes to pull them all together,” 
Slezak said.

In this way, Slezak said she de-
cided that her curation would have 
a formalist bent, exploring artwork 
only in terms of its visual features. 

When browsing the pieces, view-
ers can find works dating between 
the mid-twentieth century and 2011, 
spanning in techniques that include 
oil on canvas, intaglio, charcoal 
sketching, and silkscreen printing. 

“Ships at Anchor-Night,” a stun-
ningly dark oil work by French artist 
James Coignard especially asserts its 
individuality, playing with texture and 
color to create a dreary mood.

“It took a little while,” about ten 
KRXUV��6OH]DN�VDLG��´WR�ÀQG�ZRUNV�WKDW�
went together.” Yet, ten hours seem 
like a small amount of time consider-
ing the thoughtfulness behind forma-
tion of the couplings.

One pair, consisting of Thomas 
Henry Kenny’s “Space Vehicle #1” 
and Amy Williamson’s “Graces,” 
presents two seemingly antithetical 
works. The titles even sound opposed, 
and the discrete techniques between 
them appear to aid in this dichotomy. 

Even so, Slezak’s insight brings 
the onlooker back to the universal 

perspective. The arrangement high-
lights the works’ similar components: 
a yellow wash, alike compositions, 
and even corresponding shapes. Ken-
ny’s lithograph depicts a vehicle with 
arms and sharp, clean-cut angles. 
Williamson’s sketch shows a person, 
whose arms and spinal groove mimic 
parts of Kenny’s machine. Together, 
the drastically different styles and 
themes coalesce, as if the essence of 
humanity can be found throughout 
not only nature, but in machines. 

As a pop-up exhibit, “Across 
Time” will be on display until April 
7 in the Lederer Gallery. 

ASST. ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR
SARAH SIMON

kati BuCk/asst. photo editor

The repertoire of Geneseo’s 
newest a cappella group Emme-
lodics includes upbeat songs 
like “Happy” by Pharrell Wil-
liams, “Let It Go” from Frozen 
and “On Top of the World” by 
Imagine Dragons. Much like the 
set list, the members of Emme-
lodics are bright and optimistic 
when it comes to harmonizing 
their character with the campus 
community and the other four 
established a cappella groups.

Emmelodics is the product 
of eight musically dedicated 
students, many of whom didn’t 
quite make the cut for the a cap-
pella audition process in fall 

2013. They started the organiza-
tion in September to make more 
room in the a cappella commu-
nity for students interested in 
pursuing the new performance 
medium.

“We thought that every-
body we were working with was 
incredibly talented and there 
wasn’t enough space in the a 
cappella groups to show off all 
the talent,” Emmelodics Presi-
dent junior Brooke Jordan said. 

The group name comes 
IURP� WKH� RIÀFLDO� QDPH� IRU� WKH�
bear fountain on Main Street, 
the Emmeline Austin Wad-
sworth Fountain. Combining 
music with local history brought 
forth the name “Emmelodics.”

:KHQ� VHHNLQJ� RIÀFLDO�
college recognition, the origi-
nal eight members faced the 
problem of differentiating 
Emmelodics from other cam-
pus a cappella groups. Their 
solution was a more open 
and accessible format on all 
fronts. They are open to per-
forming underused genres, 
like country music, incorpo-
rating more soloists and in-
cluding choreography in their 
performances. The group has 
also started hosting open re-
hearsals regularly for those 
who are unsure whether or 
not they want to make the 
large commitment an a cap-
pella group requires.

After gaining recognition 
and holding unconventionally 
late auditions at the beginning 
of the spring semester, the group 
is composed of 20 students with 
varying majors, class years and 
levels of musical and a cappella 
experience.

“I think what’s impressed 
me the most this semester is how 
enthusiastic and willing to put 
time aside these newer members 
of the group have been,” Emme-
lodics vocal percussion coach 
senior Christian Perfas said.

Before their first concert on 
March 25, Emmelodics mem-
bers were learning one song a 
day to complete their six-song 
set list.

While the organization 
is booked for more gigs this 
semester than it can handle, 
with more time to rehearse and 
strengthen its core, members 
see a huge wellspring of poten-
tial growth on the horizon.

“As a brand new a cap-
pella group, the expectation to 
sound amazing is something 
that’s lengthened over a period 
RI�WLPH��OLNH�IRXU�RU�ÀYH�\HDUV��,�
was really hoping that we could 
get to that level as quick as we 
can,” Perfas said. “Based off 
our developmental point right 
now, we’re doing great, and I 
want to see the group continue 
to grow.”X

Emmelodics heighten a cappella accessibility 

“Across Time” pairs artworks from campus collection

karlene gallese/staff photographer

��������������
������ǯ�������������������������ǡ�������������͖͔���������������������������������������������������Ǥ������ơ�������������������������������������-
pella groups, the e-board decided to incorporate underused a cappella genres, more solos, open rehearsals and choreography into its constitution.
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SPOTLIGHT ON: 

JEREMY JACKSON
Student performer

karlene gallese/staff photographer

sophomore Jeremy Jackson has been performing since high school. While much of his involvement 
with geneseo theater has focused on acting, he said he enjoys all aspects of theater craft.

Circus
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

evan goldstein/assoC. photo editor

�������������
���������������������������������������Ƥ��������������Ǧ
hop symposium on Wednesday april 2.

Sophomore Jeremy Jackson 
studies English and chemistry, but 
he is no stranger to the stage. Both 
eager and ambitious, Jackson is 
ready to steal the show with his 
longtime passion for all aspects of 
theater.

Jackson’s interest in theater 
stems from his childhood, when his 
parents suggested he follow in the 
footsteps of his older brother, who 
joined drama club in high school. 
After that, Jackson began a bit of 
screenwriting and acting and con-
tinues to pursue it even more seri-
ously in college.

“I like to do everything that’s 
involved with theater,” Jackson 
said. By the end of his freshman 
year, Jackson had already played 
roles in “Romeo and Juliet” and 
“Tartuffe”; he also worked the 
soundboard for campus dance 

shows. His most recent involve-
ment on campus include acting in 
“Anything Goes” and “Wit,” and 
assistant directing “The Impor-
tance of Being Earnest” last spring.

Out of the many roles he’s 
already played, his favorite goes 
back to his high school stage. Dur-
ing his junior year, Jackson played 
Richard Miller in “Ah, Wilder-
ness!,” a play about an angst-ridden 
teenage boy who thinks he knows 
everything and spends the play be-
ing proven wrong. 

“I loved that part mostly be-
cause it was so much fun to play, 
but also because I rarely get to 
play young characters, being cast 
SULPDULO\� DV� ROGHU� IDWKHU� ÀJXUHV��
especially in high school plays,” 
Jackson said. 

Jackson is also active in Gen-
eseo Chamber Singers, Geneseo 
Poets’ Society, Creative Writing 
Club and Alpha Psi Omega.

Jackson intends to pursue the-
ater for the rest of his college career 
and become more serious with his 
writing. He hopes to put on a mu-
sical about Geneseo by the end of 
next year, a project he’s been work-
ing on with junior Chrissy Mon-
telli. He described the synopsis as 
“the experience of being here [at 
*HQHVHR@� DQG� ÀQGLQJ� \RXU� SODFH�
and having many different kinds of 
people with many different kinds 
of interests, [yet] we can all come 
together to make one community.”

He also plans to start a pro-
gram called “Shakespeare on the 
Green,” a low-budget, low-com-
mitment series of Shakespeare 
plays that would go up on the Col-
lege Green this spring and fall.

“I hope to one day open and 
run my own community theater, so 
I can help foster in others the same 
love of theater I have found,” he 
said.X

ALLYSON PEREYRA
STAFF WRITER

veal their multiple talents. “Dream 
Song” presented the singer and 
guitarists of the band. The danc-
ers then joined the musicians and 
changed the course of the piece 
with stepping.

With “Salsa,” the performers 
LQFRUSRUDWHG� VRPH� 6SDQLVK� ÁDLU�
into the show. “Boogie Monster” 
was another upbeat piece, emitting 
pure fun and energy. Both numbers 
combined the forces of the musi-
cians and dancers.

“Circus” was the most spec-
tacular number of the night. Keep-
ing the circus theme in mind, the 
performers donned circus-inspired 
costumes and bright colors. This 
high-energy and fast-paced piece 
strongly displayed the capabilities 
of all on stage. 

In “Feet Don’t Fail Me Now,” 
WKH�ÀQDO�SLHFH�RI� WKH�QLJKW�� LW�ZDV�
evident how much everyone on 
stage enjoyed performing, leaving 
the audience on its feet in a stand-
ing ovation.X

Hip-Hop Symposium incorporates international focus
CHELSEA BUTKOWSKI

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

For Coordinator of Multi-
cultural Programs and Services 
Fatima Rodriguez-Johnson, the 
Hip-Hop Symposium is about 
viewing the creativity and inge-
nuity of hip-hop on par with more 
established genres like classical 
music and jazz. According to Ro-
driguez-Johnson, the event adds 
a vital sense of balance to Gen-
eseo’s artistic community.

$IWHU�ÀYH�\HDUV��WKH�V\PSR-
sium has become an established 
tradition on campus. The early 
years focused on explaining the 
roots and history of hip-hop as a 
musical movement, established 
in Brooklyn and the Bronx dur-
ing the 1970s and ‘80s. It later 
evolved to discuss more contem-
porary issues and artists in the 
hip-hop genre. This semester’s 
symposium has an international 
focus, spotlighting hip-hop’s in-
ÁXHQFH�RQ�WKH�ODUJHVW�VFDOH�\HW��

“Hip-hop has been an art 
form that if you’ve kind of 
watched in the last 10 years, you 

have so many different kinds of 
people that are not only listen-
ers of hip-hop, but who are also 
contributing their own voice and 
their own time and their own 
talent to this genre of music,” 
Rodriguez-Johnson said.

On Tuesday April 1, slam 
poet, actor and musician Car-
vens Lissaint discussed his ex-
perience as a child of Haitian 
immigrants and how his culture 
has impacted his self-image. He 
emphasized that Haitian and 
American concepts of masculin-
LW\�PDNH� LW� GLIÀFXOW� WR� SURPRWH�
positive male body image and 
identity, particularly in men’s in-
teractions with one another. Lis-
saint explained his long journey 
WR� ÀQGLQJ� WKH� SRVLWLYH� LGHQWLW\�
within himself.

 The event’s keynote speak-
er Jean Grae is a lyricist and pro-
ducer from Cape Town, South 
Africa who relocated to the 
United States to pursue hip-hop. 
Grae discussed her journey as a 
hip-hop artist and the cultural 
LQÁXHQFHV� WKDW� VHW� KHU� H[SHUL-
ences apart.

The symposium will con-
clude on Friday April 4 with a 
disc jockey showcase featuring 
DJ Xtina, a critically acclaimed 
DJ popular on the East Coast. 
The showcase will feature an ex-
ploration of hip-hop’s history and 
spotlight hip-hop from around the 
world. 

Candace Hairston ’12 ap-
proached Rodriguez-Johnson 
in 2009 about starting the sym-
posium to recognize hip-hop’s 
vital place as a performing art. 
Students have played a role in se-
lecting relevant programming for 
the event ever since. According to 
Rodriguez-Johnson, student eval-
uations of each event and general 
suggestions for performers play a 
big role in the “community pro-
cess” for organizing each sympo-
sium.

“People may think, ‘Oh 
that’s not for me,’ or maybe, ‘That 
particular kind of music is for a 
certain group of people,’ and it’s 
not,” Rodriguez-Johnson said. “I 
think it crosses all of our different 
experiences, and it can be some-
thing that all of us can enjoy.”X

Women in Music 
Festival Concert

sean russell/staff photographer

Students and faculty 
participated in the 10th 
annual Women in Music 
Festival, performing an 
eight-song program in 
Doty Recital Hall on 
March 27.
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SUMMERSESSIONS 2014

6EARN    CREDITS 6IN    WEEKS

Stony Brook’s Summer Sessions are the most
productive way to spend your summer break.
» More than 500 courses from which to choose, including those that

meet core requirements
» Online courses now offered
» On-campus housing available
» Easy enrollment for visiting Summer students

stonybrook.edu/summer

Stony Brook University/SUNY is an affirmative action, equal opportunity educator and employer. 13120688

Flip to a television channel 
broadcasting a professional ten-
nis match and it is nearly guaran-
teed that you will be tuning in to 
a singles match. 

Maybe it’s the versatility 
needed for singles; or maybe hav-
ing too many stars on the court 
prevents anyone from standing 
out; or maybe it is some other 
reason – but practically no one 
cares about doubles on that level. 

The only famous doubles 
team that I know is the American 
duo Bob and Mike Bryan – bet-
ter known as “the Bryan broth-
ers” – and that’s only because DJ 
Khaled’s song “All I Do Is Win” 
is pretty much about them.

The whole dynamic changes 
when tennis is played as a team 
sport. At the college level, there 
is usually a split between which 
mode players enjoy more: do 
they like the solitude and respon-
sibility of singles, or is doubles 
– where they can cooperate and 
hopefully share their victories – 
more their style?

Singles vs. doubles 
Two tennis styles similar in practice 

have stark differences among athletes
Rather than try to decide for 

myself which is better, I emailed 
the members of the Geneseo ten-
nis team and asked for their opin-
ions. Here are their responses:

Senior Clarissa Bohlmann 
(who – I might add – is back in 
her homeland of Germany after 
spending the fall semester at 
Geneseo): “I prefer playing dou-
EOHV�EHFDXVH�LW·V�ÀUVW�RI�DOO�PRUH�
fun with someone else that can 
cheer you up or motivate [you] 
and shares the game with you. 
Also, I think it’s more of a com-
mitment, as you are responsible 
not only for yourself, and cannot 
just give up without giving up 
the other person as well.”

Sophomore Harpreet Aujla: 
“I prefer to play doubles because 
I love to volley and play at net.”

Freshman Maggie Hale: “I 
enjoy doubles more because ten-
nis is such an individual game 
that it is nice to have a partner on 
the court.”

Freshman Karli Hollins: “I 
prefer to play singles. I enjoy sin-
gles better because I don’t have 
to depend on another person to 
make a shot and I have control 

over each shot I make.” (Al-
though Hale and Hollins might 
differ in their preferences, when 
they share a court it doesn’t seem 
to affect them; they are a com-
bined 13-3 on the year.)

Freshman Ooha Kambham-
pati: “I think I would say I pre-
fer to play singles. Singles is a 
more individual game so I can 
depend only on myself for mis-
takes and strategies. Singles is 
also where I feel the most com-
fortable playing because it’s 
something I can focus on. It’s a 
lot easier for me to play when I 
do not have to wonder what my 
partner is going to do next and 
how I can help them to win the 
point.”

As for me, I like singles. I 
went undefeated my senior year 
of high school in singles – no 
big deal. 

Regardless, both styles of 
play have their merits, as each 
case has been made here.

The Knights play next 
on Sunday April 6 when they 
will travel to face Hamilton 
College.X

MIKE EISINGER 
STAFF WRITER

SPORTS EDITIONSPORTS EDITION

Baseball is back and the Houston Astros 
crushed the New York Yankees on 
Opening Day. 

The U.S. Men’s National Team 
announced its second jersey kit for 
the 2014 World Cup. The only problem 
is they look like the French 
International Flag

Tiger Woods pulled himself out of 
this year’s Masters tournament af-
ter undergoing back surgery. 

The NCAA March Madness tournament 
comes to a close this week.  We love 
when it starts, but hate to see it go. 

Donald Trump showed interest in pur-
chasing the Buffalo Bills. We like all 
the money he has but don’t trust him 
to keep the team in Western New York.



18 Contact the sports editor at lamron.sports@gmail.com April 3, 2014

Softball
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

  
 

Convenience without compromise. 
Knock-off electives–accelerate to graduation

Affordable tuition
Transferable SUNY credits

45+ online summer courses

ONLINE & AT 7 CAMPUS LOCATIONS  |  WWW.GENESEE.EDU  |  866-CALL-GCC

Genesee Community College is an equal  
opportunity/affirmative action employer

ONLINE   ON S I TE   ON YOUR WAY

Algebra (MAT 102) 

Statistics (MAT 129) 

Calculus (MAT 137)

Einstein
anytime

team prides itself on being one of 
the best-sounding squads around. 
The team cheers loud and cheers 
often.

“It’s a part of practice that’s 
different from doing drills,” 
Troia said. “The cheers make 
the team cohesive.”

Some may perceive cheer-
ing as being best left on the 
/LWWOH� /HDJXH� ÀHOG�� EXW� DGGLQJ�
some lighthearted fun into the 
competitive environment of col-

Hurdlers, pole vaulters approach 
meets with similar mentality

While running is at the heart 
of most track events, there’s 
much more to a track team than 
just the sprinters and distance 
runners. 

The hurdle and pole vault 
squads share in the team’s tri-
umphs, losses and sense of ca-
maraderie, but from a slightly 
different perspective.

Men’s captain senior Nick 
Hoffman described hurdles as “a 
very, very technical event” due 
to its high potential for injury 
along with the concentration, 
form and coordination that each 
race demands. 

Hoffman was involved 
with gymnastics for his entire 
childhood until an elbow injury 
during high school forced him 
WR� DEDQGRQ� WKH� VSRUW��+LV� ÁH[-
ibility made for a natural transi-
tion to the high school track and 
ÀHOG�WHDP��

Since taking up the sport, 
Hoffman has been running the 
60 and 110-meter hurdles. He 
was also a member of the 2011 
SUNYAC championship men’s 
outdoor track team. 

Hurdles practices consist 
of a regimented routine that is 
both a practice and pre-meet rit-
ual for hurdlers throughout the 
year, keeping them in the right 
mentality to compete without 
too much pressure. 

The practices start with 
an 800-meter to one mile jog 
followed by stretching over 

CHELSEA BUTKOWSKI 
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

the hurdles to loosen up the 
“leading” and “trail” legs. Ac-
cording to Hoffman, the squad 
then jumps the hurdles at lower 
heights “to get your body think-
ing and get your muscles think-
ing.”

He added that one of the 
most surprising aspects of hur-
dles in comparison with other 
track sports is the nature of the 
competition.

“[Runners] have to plan a 
race strategy when they go in,” 
Hoffman said. In contrast, his 
mindset for hurdles is to “just 
gun it and just go for it.”

Much like hurdles, pole 
vaulting demands particular at-
WHQWLRQ�WR�IRUP�DQG�ÁH[LELOLW\��,W�
requires the athletes to run and 

jump with a heavy 12-foot pole, 
inverting their bodies perfectly 
to clear a bar nine feet or more 
above the ground.

Senior Jake Pasanen and 
junior Melissa Lam were the 
team’s only two pole-vaulters 
during the indoor season, lead-
ing them to form a close bond. 

All the jumpers practice to-
gether, however, with each squad 
LQWHJUDWLQJ�LWV�RZQ�VSHFLÀF�WUDLQ-
ing activities into the practices. 
For pole vaulting, those include 
running up and down the Kuhl 
Gymnasium with a pole to get 
used to its feel and using the 
pole trainer – a machine that al-
lows athletes to practice invert-
ing their bodies as if attempting 
to clear the pole.

Lam, who also did running 
events on her high school track 
team along with pole vaulting, 
noted that the competitive moti-
vation of pole vaulting is much 
more individualized than in a 
race.

“With the running events, 
you have someone pushing you 
and they’re next to you when you 
do competition,” Lam said. “It’s 
not as competitive as someone 
running next to you and you say-
ing, ‘I have to beat this person.’”

The opening meet of the out-
door season is Princeton Univer-
sity’s Sam Howell Invitational on 
Friday and Saturday April 5 and 
Sunday April 6. University of 
Rochester’s Alumni Invitational 
follows on Saturday.X

losing, however, and Ritchlin 
admits that the team still has 
things to work on; in particu-
lar, getting more shots off and 

legiate athletics cannot possibly 
hurt.

For the fans, watching the 
team cheer adds a new dimen-
sion of entertainment to the 
games. For the athletes, it is just 
plain fun.X

Editor’s note: 
After many delays, the Gen-

eseo softball team is scheduled 
to play a doubleheader home on 
Thursday April 3, Friday April 4 

W. Lax
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20 maintaining a high level of in-

tensity. These factors are cru-
cial in order for the Knights to 
return to their winning ways.X

Socialize with
 The Lamron!
Follow us on 

Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram. 

Upcoming 
track and field 

schedule

April 4
Sam Howell 
Invitational

April 5
Alumni 

Invitational

April 12
Bison Outdoor 

Classic

April 12
ROC City 
challenge

Junior Allison Hoh competed in a hurdles event last year at the Bison Outdoor Classic at Bucknell University 
in Lewiston, Pa.

ALYSSA SMITH/LAMRON ARCHIVES
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Ignore all the hype about UConn, Wisconsin and Kentucky being in the Final 
Four. This tournament – as it was when it started – is Florida’s to lose. 

Am I happy to say that? Not particularly, but you have to pick your battles. I 
will just ignore the fact that Billy Donovan looks like a used car salesman.

I wanted to pick the Huskies for this but couldn’t pull the trigger. I’m pretty 
KDSS\�IRU�WKH�$PHULFDQ�$WKOHWLF�&RQIHUHQFH�IRU�PDNLQJ�WKH�)LQDO�)RXU�LQ�LWV�ÀUVW�
year of existence, but UConn is missing one crucial piece for me: Kemba Walker. 

I don’t mean that literally, obviously. Shabazz Napier is nice, but he’s not 
Walker. Remember that crossover against Pittsburgh to secure the Big East title 
in 2011? And the subsequent run in the tournament? I do. But I don’t envision all 
that happening again. 

For this reason, the Gators will be crowned the champions. They have been 
at the top of the poll all year and I see no reason why that should stop now. 

When you think about it, however, the real winner is the viewer. March Mad-
ness is the best time of year, bar none. I’m going to get chills when “One Shining 
Moment” comes on.X

UConn coach Kevin Ollie cut down his first net since taking over as head coach with the win over 
Michigan state in the elite eight. This is also the first time the Huskies have made the Final Four since 
the 2011 championship year.

SETH WENIG/AP PHOTO

Florida Gators
vs. 

UConn Huskies

Saturday
April 5

6:09 p.m.
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Faceoff: Who will cut down 
the net in the March Madness finale?

Wisconsin Badgers
vs. 

Kentucky Wildcats

Saturday
April 5

8:49 p.m.

The team that everyone thought was the best squad before the season 
started will prove that all the experts were right by the end of the tourna-
ment.

Of course, I am talking about Kentucky: the preseason top seed and 
eventual 2014 March Madness champions.

While he isn’t the best-liked coach, John Calipari has shown that he can 
lead a team to a championship and get the most out of his talented “one and 
done” freshman.

7KH�VWDU�RI�.HQWXFN\�LV�ÀUVW�\HDU�-XOLXV�5DQGOH��7KH�PDQ�LV�D�GRXEOH�
double machine, racking up 24 on the year so far. He is a force in the paint 
and will drive defenses crazy with his physical play.

The scariest part of this team is that they are just starting to play up to 
their potential. Gone is the team that lost back-to-back games to unranked 
teams; in is the team that everyone expected them to be. With wins over 
Michigan and Louisville already, this team is scared of no one and most 
certainly will be the ones cutting down the nets in Texas.X

,Q�D�VHDVRQ�ÀOOHG�ZLWK�VXUSULVHV�UDQJLQJ�IURP�0HUFHU�EHFRPLQJ�P\�VHFRQG�ID-
vorite team to teams actually remembering how to shoot the ball after last season’s 
air-ball-palooza, no team has been more surprising than the Badgers of Wisconsin. 
Sure, Wisconsin has always been pretty good during Bo Ryan’s tenure in Madison, 
but this year’s team is surprising in a different way: they’re not boring anymore.

In contrast to Wisconsin’s typically plodding, passing-oriented offense, these 
Badgers can play an up-tempo style as evidenced by the nine games that they reached 
the 80-point mark in this year. They haven’t gotten completely away from their roots, 
though, as they are more than capable of taking care of the ball and being effective in 
a low-scoring affair.

:LWK�D�PDWFKXS�DJDLQVW�)ORULGD�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�URXQG��:LVFRQVLQ�FDQ�WDNH�VRODFH�LQ�
the fact that they have already beaten the Gators once this year. It was early on, for 
sure, and although Florida has gotten better and emerged as the favorite to win the 
title, Wisconsin has seen improvement as well, especially from the hottest player in 
America right now: Frank Kaminsky, who lit up Arizona for 28 points and 11 re-
bounds in the Elite Eight. 

If Wisconsin can unleash Kaminsky again and get some solid play from Ben 
Brust, Sam Dekker and Traevon Jackson, it just may have enough to pull an upset on 
Saturday April 5; letting them climb into the championship game and cut down the 
nets at Jerry’s World.X

Start loosening your belt because we’re about to get husky. 
<RX�KHDUG� LW� KHUH�ÀUVW��8&RQQ� LV� WDNLQJ�KRPH� WKH� KDUGZDUH��'RQ·W� JHW�PH�

wrong, it’s not going to be easy. Florida is tough as jerky and it’s hard to disagree 
with those saying the boys from New England have bitten off more than they can 
chew.

But here’s the thing: UConn has a man by the name of Shabazz “Smooth 
Jazz” Napier. As of right now, he is singlehandedly dismantling any team foolish 
enough to get in his way. This guy is a game changer – the rare Scottie Reynolds 
type that was born to play college ball. You can fully expect another top-tier 
performance as they edge the top-seeded Gators. (Also worth noting – UConn 
already handed Florida one of its two losses back in December).

As for Kentucky, the team took a huge hit with the loss of Cauley-Stein. Their 
luck is going to run out against a down and dirty defensive team like Wisconsin. 

6R�� WR� UHFDS��ZH� FDQ� DOO� ORRN� IRUZDUG� WR� D�8&RQQ�:LVFRQVLQ�ÀQDO��+HUH� LW�
becomes a bit of a tossup but I give the edge to UConn for the singular reason that 
Wisconsin only has one player capable of taking over a game – Frank Kaminsky – 
and this guy has gone hot and cold more times throughout the season than a Katy 
Perry song.X
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Softball is unlike other sports with its organized cheers. Above, players stand on benches and yell to en-
������������������������������Ƥ�����������������Ǥ�
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If you’ve ever spent any time 
at all in a dugout, chances are you 
have heard players cheering on 
their teammates. 

Even in Little League, team 
cheers are a great way to keep 
athletes on their toes; engaged and 
competitive in a sport known for 
its occasional patches of inaction.

Geneseo’s softball team has 
taken organized cheering to the 
next level. The team has devel-
oped a bevy of chants that boost 
team morale and keep things light 
throughout the long doublehead-
ers.

Many of these cheers are 
variations on those that the athletes 
have grown up hearing throughout See SOFTBALL  on page 18

NICK PRELLER
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR

After an undefeated start to 
the season, the Geneseo wom-
en’s lacrosse team suffered its 
ÀUVW� ORVV� DW� WKH� KDQGV� RI� ULYDO�
SUNY Cortland on March 28.

Senior attack Caroline 
Buonocore scored four goals 
WR� EHFRPH� WKH� ÀUVW� SOD\HU� LQ�
program history to surpass 200 
career tallies, but it was still 
No. 2 Cortland who came out 
with the 15-6 win against the 
No. 9 Knights for both teams’ 
SUNYAC opener. 

6HQLRU� PLGÀHOGHU� (PLO\�
Haggerty added a goal to become 
the fourth player in program his-
tory to tally 200 career points.

Despite the loss, head coach 
Carly Ritchlin didn’t dwell on 
the negatives.

Weather doesn’t dampen mood for women’s lax

Chants in softball for cheering not jeering

travel ball and every level of play 
in between. Several of the cheers 
have their own unique spin in or-
der to incorporate the names of 
different team members. The team 
will even make up cheers to the 
tune of pop songs to motivate one 
another.

“It keeps us talking, it keeps 
us motivated and concentrated,” 
VHQLRU� LQÀHOGHU� .D\OHLJK� 7URLD�
said. 

Learning the cheers is some-
thing of a tradition for the athletes. 

“Learning the cheers as a 
freshman, it’s fun watching the 
seniors, and as a senior it’s fun 
teaching [the freshmen],” Troia 
said. 

Though many of the cheers 
have been around for a while, 

the team is always coming up 
with new ones. Certain players 
even have their own personalized 
cheers.

The cheers are a way to bring 
the team together and rally in big 
moments. 

“There are certain cheers that 
are meant for big hits and RBIs 
that help psyche up the team and 
intimidate the other team,” Troia 
said.

Though the cheers can inspire 
competition between teams, they 
are never mean-spirited. They are 
always encouraging teammates, 
rather than attacking opponents.

While organized cheering is 
not unique to Geneseo softball, the 

“The one message that I 
made sure the girls knew is 
that we lost to the number two 
ranked team in the country,” 
Ritchlin said. “It’s a loss that 
we learned from, a loss where 
I can look at the stats and see 
that we are very even with most 
of them. As far as being physi-
cally comparable to Cortland, 
we were right there.”

One of the biggest ob-
stacles for Geneseo this sea-
son has been adjusting to the 
weather. In addition to resched-
uling a number of games, the 
inability to practice outdoors 
has been the biggest issue for 
the Knights. 

7KH�ÀHOG�LV�FXUUHQWO\�XQXV-
able and therefore the team has 
been forced to practice in Kuhl 
Gymnasium. This severely lim-
its the squad in what they can 

go over and practice, while the 
other schools have the luxury 
RI�XVLQJ�D�WXUI�ÀHOG�\HDU�URXQG��
It is something the Knights 
know they have to adjust to, 
but it puts them at a disadvan-
tage right out of the gate.

“We are going against 
teams that practice outside on 
turf every single day and we 
are stuck in the gym,” Ritchlin 
said. “A lot of the things that we 
need to go over and practice to 
compete with schools we cannot 
do; we have to adjust while we 
are playing the game. Out of the 
top 20 teams in the country, we 
are the only team with grass. So 
ZH�DUH�WKH�RQO\�WHDP�WKDW�LV�ÀJKW-
LQJ�WR�SUDFWLFH�RQ�D�UHJXODU�ÀHOG�µ

The Knights are not using 
the weather as an excuse for 

Following two disappoint-
ing losses, the Geneseo men’s 
lacrosse team looked to strike 
a blow to Rochester Institute 
of Technology’s No. 1 nation-
ally ranked team on Wednesday 
April 2.

The Knights have gotten 
off to a 2-4 start, with both of 
their wins being blowouts and 
their losses all coming by just 
one goal. Nonetheless, the team 
is heading into the meat of its 
schedule; starting off by facing 
the formidable RIT team. 

While RIT does carry that 
top national ranking next to its 
name, it doesn’t faze anyone on 
the Knights. 

“We know that we can bat-
tle with anyone. We don’t fear 
RIT,” head coach Jim Lyons 
said. “We’ve seen them go out 
and have a tough time with less-
er teams than Geneseo, so we 
know that if we do our job and 
prepare correctly we’ll be ready 
for what they do.”

RIT is going to be the 
toughest game of the season 
for the Knights by far. None of 
RIT’s opponents have scored 
more than 11 points in a game 
against them – except for the Ti-
JHUV·�ÀUVW�JDPH�RI� WKH�VHDVRQ�²�
which is almost exactly what the 
Knights are averaging.

Geneseo is not that far be-
hind the Tigers stats-wise. Both 
teams’ shot percentages are 
within six points of one another, 

Men’s lacrosse 
drops three

 in a row
as well as their clear percentages. 
The Tigers do score more points 
per game, but they also allow 
more goals per game than the 
Knights. 

If the Knights do pull out a 
win against RIT, then they will 
have a much easier time the rest 
of their season. A win against the 
number one team in the country 
is obviously a good thing to have 
under their belt when it comes to 
tournament time. It could also 
DFW� DV� D� FRQÀGHQFH� ERRVWHU� IRU�
Geneseo. 

A win would put Geneseo 
at 3-4, with games against SU-
NYAC foes SUNY Oneonta and 
SUNY Brockport coming up 
soon. 

With the RIT game having 
been moved to Rochester, the 
Knights have yet to play a true 
home game this season – all of 
them have been at neutral sites or 
the opponents’ due to the weath-
er. 

If Geneseo can pull out an 
upset win at RIT, then there is 
nothing stopping this team from 
accomplishing any other goal.X

Editor’s note: 
The men’s lacrosse team 

fell to the RIT Tigers 22-6 on 
Wednesday April 2. 

6RSKRPRUH� PLGÀHOGHU� -RH�
Chiara scored two goals for the 
Knights in the loss. 

The Knights visit SUNY 
Oneonta for a 2:30 p.m game on 
Saturday April 5. 

JAMIE LEVINE
STAFF WRITER

REBECCA FITZGERALD/LAMRON ARCHIVES

No. 8 senior midfielder Emily Haggerty scored a goal in the Knights’ 
15-6 loss to No. 2 SUNY Cortland on Saturday March 28.


