
 
 

 
MINUTES 

DEL NORTE LOCAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
SPECIAL SESSION  

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2013, 11 A.M. 
 
 

Present: Commissioner Richard Enea, City, Chair  
Commissioner Gerry Hemmingsen, County, Vice-Chairman  

  Commissioner Rick Holley, City  
Commissioner Kathryn Murray, City  
Commissioner Mike Sullivan, County  
Commissioner Doug Wakefield, Public Member 

 
Absent: None   
  
Also Present: Elisabeth Burrows, SSTAC 

Rex Jackman, Policy Advisory Committee Member, via phone 
Tamera Leighton, Local Transportation Commission 

  Jeff Parmer, DN/CC Chamber of Commerce 
Karen Phillips, Local Transportation Commission 

 
1. Call Meeting to Order 

Chairman Enea called the meeting to order in special session at 11:00 
a.m. 
 

2. Public comment period  
The following person(s) addressed the Commission: none. 

 
3. Adjourn to the Policy Advisory Committee 

Chairman Enea recessed the meeting of the Del Norte Local 
Transportation Commission at 11: 01 a.m. and immediately reconvened as 
the Policy Advisory Committee. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA  
Items are considered routine in nature and voted on in one motion: Consider public 
comments or requests to pull matters from the consent agenda for separate action. 
a) Minutes of August 8, 2013 

By consensus, accept minutes of August 8, 2013 
b) Adopt Resolution 2013 16 authorizing actions for CalEMA security grant 

By polled vote, adopt resolution 2013 16 Del Norte Local Transportation 
Commission resolution authorizing the executive director, or the Redwood Coast 
Transit Authority general manager to execute any actions necessary to obtain 
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financial assistance provided by the California Emergency Management Agency 
under the transit security grant program. 

c) Authorize signature authority for assistance from CalEMA 
By polled vote, authorize signature authority for the purpose of obtaining state 
financial assistance provided by the California Emergency Management Agency 
 

d) Overall Work Program Amendment 1  
Staff recommendation: By polled vote, adopt Resolution 2013 17 amending 2013-14 
Overall Work Program. 

e) Contract with Nusura, Inc. for transit emergency planning and preparedness 
Staff recommendation: By polled vote, authorize executive director to execute 
contract with Nusura, Inc., which has been approved by counsel. 

f) Contract with Center for Economic Development, CSU, Chico 
Staff recommendation: By polled vote, authorize executive director to execute 
contract with Center for Economic Development for 2014 Del Norte County 
Economic and Demographic Profile after approval by counsel. 

g) Contract with LSC Transportation Consultants, Inc. 
Staff recommendation: By polled vote, authorize executive director to execute 
contract with LSC Transportation Consultants, Inc. to complete the Short Range 
Transit Plan. 

 
There were no requests to remove items from the consent agenda.  Tamera Leighton reported 
on the LSC contract that will allow the consultant to finish up the work they started last year.  
Bill Lonsdale commented that he was disturbed by the process and the work by LSC. He 
suggested that the commission note their dismay in the contract work and send a letter to the 
contractor.  Staff noted that the letter was unnecessary in her opinion because the consultant 
has already accepted responsibility and has not requested payment for work not delivered.   
 
On a motion by Commissioner Murray, seconded by Commissioner Sullivan, and 
unanimously carried on a polled vote, the Policy Advisory Committee approved and adopted 
the consent agenda, consisting of items a-g, as listed above. 

 
POLICY and ADMINISTRATIVE 

h) Draft State Highway Operation and Protection Program (SHOPP) 
Staff recommendation: By consensus, authorize director to respond to draft SHOPP 
Director Leighton reported on the draft SHOPP and requested comments.  A draft 
letter was included in the agenda packet. The Policy Advisory Committee gave 
consensus to authorize the director to respond to the draft SHOPP, as discussed. 
 

i) Infrastructure Audit and Circulation Study  
Staff recommendation: By consensus, authorize TAC to select sites for school zone 
circulation study 
Director Leighton reported on the infrastructure audit and circulation study of school 
zones.  The audit will be reviewed on October 1, 2013 in the Technical Advisory 
Committee.  Twelve schools were evaluated in the study.  The consultant is giving an 
analysis of the infrastructure at the schools and then the Technical Advisory 
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Committee will discuss which two schools should receive a circulation study.  
Chairman Enea noted that the City has applied for funds for traffic calming measures 
on 9th Street near the schools.  Ms. Leighton noted that this 9th Street project was 
initiated by DNLTC with Highway Safety Improvement Program applications.  
Elisabeth Burrows commented that the seniors thank the Commission for their quality 
of life and she wanted to note that the senior rates do hurt their pocketbooks.  One 
day service for emergency situations would help seniors if it could be implemented. 
The Policy Advisory Committee gave consensus to authorize the Technical Advisory 
Committee to select sites for the school zone circulation study. 
 
 

j) Discussion items 
− Last Chance Grade information and update – staff has been working 

with Caltrans regarding a basic fact sheet; however, they have not 
received the requested information from Caltrans.  A letter was sent to 
Caltrans in an effort to get that information.  Rex Jackman noted that 
Caltrans staff will attend the next Commission meeting.  Staff would 
like to have a public information session regarding Last Chance Grade.  
When asked who is taking aerial photos staff noted that the 
Commission does not have jurisdiction of the State Highway System 
and has no direct authority.  Staff does not think we have enough 
information regarding the project and that Caltrans is not on the same 
page with this community at this time, and the Commission has no 
authority to fund a project for Last Chance Grade.  We do not have 
access to the type and amount of money that would be needed to 
complete such a project.  We can act as advocates, but it would be a 
Caltrans project. Commissioners expressed the need to get on the same 
page as Caltrans so there is no duplication of work.  Staff suggested 
that the Commission could hire someone to do an economic analysis 
and it would give the Commission a valid tool to demonstrate the 
impact to the region when Last Chance completely fails.  Rex Jackman 
stated that Caltrans will consider this information in the feasibility 
study; any information that is available will be put into their study and 
considered.  The Chamber of Commerce could lead the community 
meetings to help get all the “arrows” going in the right direction or 
being one “big arrow” working together.  The next LTC meeting will 
provide more information for the next steps to support the project.  Jeff 
Parmer, Executive Director of the Chamber of Commerce and Visitor’s 
Bureau, noted that the advocacy committee is meeting monthly and 
they have placed Last Chance Grade as their priority at this point.  
They would be happy to help in any way they can.  Commissioner 
Sullivan asked to have the Caltrans information on paper. 

− Safe STAA for 197/199 project update – the bid opening is next week.  
− 2014 Regional Transportation Improvement Program -  we are in a 

deficit (@$10 million) with this funding, but staff will be asking for 
more funding for the Gateway project for this STIP cycle.  Staff will be 
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discussing this with TAC and bringing it back to the Commission at a 
later date.  Commissioner Hemmingsen asked that Supervisor McClure 
was concerned that there are too many ingress and egress areas along 
the area between Parkway Drive and Cooper Avenue.  Consolidating 
the driveways is a challenge, according to Rex Jackman, but they 
always look for opportunities. 

− Accounting process update, including contracting – staff has submitted 
the first month of reimbursement requests to the State and they sent a 
note back stating the reporting is satisfactory. 

− Safe Routes to Schools program funding – the Public Health Institute 
has offered us a second round of grant funding.  This fits together with 
the Commission’s infrastructure audit and circulation study. 

 
4. Commissioner comments and reports. 

The following commissioners made comments/reports: Commissioner Sullivan asked 
about the crosswalk on 7th and L Street.  Rex noted that the investigation was completed, 
but he does not have any new information from Ralph Martinelli.   The corridor study 
should list this issue and include recommendations and improvements, according to 
Director Leighton, she feels that ADA compliance issues will come out of that study and 
will help resolve some of the issues, including the crosswalk. 
 

5. Action on the recommendations of the Policy Advisory Committee 
Adjourn as the Policy Advisory Committee, reconvene as the Del Norte Local 
Transportation Commission, and by polled vote, approve and adopt the actions taken by 
the Policy Advisory Committee in items 3 listed above. 
Chairman Enea adjourned the Policy Advisory Committee at 12:02 p.m. as there 
was no further business to discuss and immediately reconvened as the Del Norte 
Local Transportation Commission. 
On a motion by Commissioner Sullivan, seconded by Commissioner Murray, and 
unanimously carried on a polled vote, the Del Norte Local Transportation 
Commission approved and adopted the actions taken by the Policy Advisory 
Committee above, in items 3-4, as noted. 
 

6. Adjourn to the next regularly scheduled meeting on October 10, 2013 at 11 a.m. 
There being no further business to come before the Commission, Chairman Enea adjourned the 
meeting at 12:02 p.m. until the next regular meeting set for October 10, 2013.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
____________________________________  
Tamera Leighton, Executive Director 
Del Norte Local Transportation 




