
Why community groups?
God created in us a need for him and for other people. We’re relational beings 
because he is a relational being. Our community with others becomes the real-world 
setting where we practice the love that relationship with God produces in us. If you 
want to grow in your relationship with Jesus, you’ve got to have intentional 
relationships with people who have the same goal—and Community Groups are ideal 
places for cultivating this. 

What is a community group?
In a Community Group, eight to twelve adults in the same stage of life and area of 
town that meet regularly for a year or more to pursue spiritual growth and healthy 
relationships. You’ll be encouraged to live out the truth you discover in the Bible, as 
you encourage others to do the same. Every time a group meets they spend time 
building relationships, exploring truth, and support each other through prayer. And 
as a result, group members experience accountability, belonging and care. Group is 
your chance to pursue healthy relationships and spiritual growth in the Three Vital 
Relationships: Intimacy with God, Community with Insiders, and Influence with 
Outsiders.

Intimacy with God

God desires an intimate relationship with each and every one of us. We 
believe the mark of a mature follower is continual pursuit of a relationship 
with God.

Community with Insiders

Sustained life change happens within the context of intentional 
relationships. Community with other people on the same spiritual journey is 
where we find encouragement and where we're challenged to practice what 
God is teaching us.

Influence with Outsiders

God invites us to partner with him in the process of evangelism. We believe 
it's important to prioritize relationships with unbelieving friends for the 
purpose of seeing those friends come to faith.
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How are community groups set-up?

Your Community Group will be organized around three activities:

• Sharing—unstructured time when you connect relationally and talk about 
what's going on in your lives.

• Study/discussion—time you spend studying the Bible, a book, a video series, or 
a curriculum.

• Prayer—time you spend sharing prayer requests and praying for one another.

You can decide as a group how you want to work these three elements into your 
meetings, but a typical two-hour group meeting might consist of 30 minutes of 
sharing, 60 minutes of study and discussion, and 30 minutes of sharing prayer 
requests and praying.

In every community group, the leaders and group members are encouraged to:

Show Up
Make a commitment to be at group meetings. You can’t form community with other 
people if you aren’t around enough for them to get to know you.

Join In
Take part in group discussions. Listen to what others have to say. Be part of the 
community you’re trying to form.

Be Real
Let the people in this group know who you are. Be authentic and transparent. You 
don’t have to reveal all your deepest, darkest secrets. But be open to the possibility 
that you may eventually form the kind of deep relationships in which you can share 
those secrets.


