
Jesus loves the little children. 

All the children of the world. 

Everyday, children arrive at Memorial Christian Hospital for treatment or in the 

company of a family member needing treatment.  Hospital staff have the  

opportunity to share the love and peace of Christ with these children as they wait.   
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Urgent Prayer Requests 

 Due to the increased patient load at the hospital, we need to 

hire additional staff.  Please pray for the selection of the 

right people and the additional funds needed (i.e. a Sudanese 

nurse costs approximately $600/mo.) 

 As the rainy season approaches—bringing with it increased 

malaria outbreaks—please remember the health of the MCH 

staff. 

 MCH has several Sudanese staff members whose humble 

salaries are not fully funded.  Pray for provision for full   

salaries for our doctor, our women and children’s ministry 

leader, public health nurse, lab technician, and registrar.  

Some of these positions are vacant until salaries can be met. 

We have a new 

computer system.  

Please tell us if we 

made a mistake. 
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A Beacon of  Hope 

Before a building was even built on the   

compound that today is Memorial Christian 

Hospital (MCH), the people of Werkok cast 

a stone to commemorate the work that 

would someday come to be.  At the dedica-

tion service in 2005, Rev. Stephen Mathiang 

stated that the first building constructed 

would serve as a “beacon of hope” to the 

Sudanese.  Hope for a new future – for a 

free and prosperous South Sudan. 

In January of this year, David Bowman met with the village leaders, tribal chiefs and members of community groups such as 

Youth Mama and area churches, to discuss with them their vision and hopes for the future of MCH.  They began that meeting 

by remembering the past and the foundation of Memorial Christian Hospital.  It was decided that the foundation stone should 

be brought to a prominent place on the compound so that all will see the hope that was established then and is coming to   

fruition now.   

46 members of the Werkok community gathered to share their thoughts regarding the future of the hospital which will some-

day be turned over to the Sudanese to operate.  All agreed that the hospital not only serves as a memorial to the lost boys and 

girls who died during the war, but also a symbol of hope for the future of the nation because it is more than just a place for 

physical healing; it is also a place for spiritual healing and growth as well as education and  development.   

That is why a main focus for the future of MCH is the soon to be constructed Growth Center which will contain classrooms 

and meeting space for a variety of programs to meet the needs of the community.  Training may include things like Dinka and 

English language classes, Bible studies, agricultural training, health and nutrition programs, marriage and family workshops, 

and much more—all the components for a healthy person, which leads to a healthy family, a healthy community and          

ultimately a healthy, thriving and independent country. 

The founding stone is brought to the center of the hospital 
compound to serve as a reminder of why the hospital in 
Werkok was founded and the hope that it represents to the 
people of South Sudan. 
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Nyanchiek  No More 
By Paula Arbuckle 

Born with a cleft lip, this three year old girl has always 

been known by the moniker, nyanchiek (deformed girl). 

Before Deng found them in Bor Town, the mother had no 

idea that it could be repaired. With time running out to be 

seen by the visiting surgical team, Deng convinced the  

father that this was an important surgery and brought the 

mother and child to MCH the evening before the team’s 

departure. Unfortunately, the girl had been fed in the car 

on the way to the hospital preventing the operation that 

night. The only remaining option was an early morning 

procedure and prayer that their flight could be delayed.  

So, at 6:30 on Friday morning, the anesthetist went to work. Using a diagram as a guide for the  

complex procedure, Dr. White and Dr. Elijah worked diligently to repair the deformed tissues. As 

the procedure drew to a close, this little girl had to unexpectedly fight for her life. The tube allowing 

her to breathe became plugged with mucus, putting her life in danger. Quick thinking and fast hands 

by everyone in the room saved her life, and she recovered with no complications.  

Several days later we removed the stitches and sent her home to continue to heal. Nyanchiek no 

more, Monica (her given name) went back to show everyone her beautiful new smile. Before Surgery 

Paula Arbuckle recently completed a community health assessment in and around Memorial Christian Hospital, Werkok, South Sudan. 

David Bowman shows the county commissioner the new 

site plan for Memorial Christian Hospital.  Long-term plans 

include an educational facility, year-round airstrip, agricul-

tural plots, poultry project and improved housing for staff 

and volunteers. 

Let’s Learn Dinka 

The Dinka language is spoken by approximately 5 million 

people worldwide.  The Dinka people are the largest tribal 

group in South Sudan.  Most people near Werkok speak   

Dinka of the Bor dialect.  Most adults did not have the       

opportunity for education because of the war and therefore 

do not know how to read nor write their spoken language. 

Kudual = (Koo-dwal) General greeting.  Hello. 

Nhialic = (Nyalech) God 

Pu = (pew) water 

Athöör, Athör Lawek = (Ahtoor Lawake) Bible, Holy Bible 

 

Dinka Scripture (John 3:16) 

"Rin kën ee yen tëcïï Nhialic pinynhom nhiaar thïn, rɛ̈k abïï 

Yen WënDen loithok gam, ago kuatë raan gɛ̈m Yeyic cïï cɔk 

lalïu, kue bë naŋ pïïr akölriëëc. Rin Nhialic akëc WënDe 

tuööc ë pinynhom bë pinynhom bɛ̈n luökwei; ku ee lɔn bïï 

pinynhom jäl cak luök ë Yeen. “                 Yoan 3:16-17  
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South Sudan has an adult literacy rate of approximately 15%.   

Women and children’s ministry leader Mary Garang, works to change 

this statistic with Dinka language classes.  Students say they want to 

learn to read so that they can read the Bible for themselves. 

 

 

The emphasis on agriculture has had great 

results this year.  The women and children 

from Werkok worked together gardening 

and were able to raise nutritious vegetables 

for their own families and for the hospital 

as well.  They faced many challenges includ-

ing drought, flooding, disease, and even a 

grasshopper infestation. But the end results 

were worth the work. 

 

Nothing draws a crowd like the arrival of 

the visiting surgical team from Tenwek 

Hospital.  The hospital staff announces 

the scheduled arrival of the surgical team 

in advance so that the Sudanese grape-

vine can do the work of spreading the 

news.  Patients come from miles around 

for cancer surgery, cleft pallet repair,  

goiter removal, hernia repair and more. 

  Entire Village is Excited for the Arrival of the Surgical Team 


