
“It’s a story of courage, it’s a story of sacrifice, 
it’s a story that inspires you, but it also is a very 

real story about how one person can actually 
make a difference.”

—Geoff Tunnicliffe, Secretary General,  
World Evangelical Alliance 
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We are excited about an upcoming film The Good Lie opening in theaters 
on October 3rd (www.thegoodliemovie.com).  The Good Lie  presents 
a great platform to share about your church’s ministries alongside a 
moving story of triumph and transformation.  As a partner, we can 
accomplish more together.  Here are some creative steps of partnering:

1 .  S H A R E :  
Post, blog, tweet about the film and your ministry.  Take advantage of 
the film’s publicity to bring awareness to the great work your church 
is engaged in.  To start, visit TheGoodLieResources.com for sample 
posts and evangelistic ideas.

2 .  T E A C H :  
Free discussion guides have been created as a teaching tool using the 
film’s themes on hope, perseverance, gospel substitution, and compas-
sion.  These guides can spark provocative discourse on obedience in the 
face of poverty, immigration, bureaucracy, political and judicial systems, 
just to name a few.  Invite a group of thinkers to the movie and initiate 
a meaningful dialogue about important issues facing your communities.

3 .  H O S T:  
Buy-out an entire screen or purchase group tickets as a fun and fresh 
way to raise fund for your organization.  With a buy-out (approximate-
ly $2,500 or less depending on the size of the theater) or a set group 
of tickets, your church can pre-sell the tickets by asking guests for a 
suggested donation.  Let us know where we can assist you in this fund-
raising and evangelistic effort!

Thank you for being Jesus’ hands and feet, loving the poor, and serving 
the needs of your community.  You and your church are making an 
impact on souls.

TOPIC GUIDES:

TheGoodLieResources.com© 2014 Motive Entertainment



The Ultimate Act of Love
S C E N E
After days of walking, the children fall asleep 
in a tall field of grass. Soldiers come upon 
them unexpectedly and Mamere awakes. He 
stands up, still wrapped in his blanket. The 
soldiers spot him. Theo, the oldest, takes the 
blanket from Mamere and stands back up. 
He says that he is alone. The soldiers believe 
him and take him with them. Theo sacrifices 
himself for the others. He took the place of 
Mamere. Throughout the film, this sacrifice is 
referenced. Mamere struggles with guilt be-
cause of it. He lives in constant awareness that 
he survived because of Theo’s sacrifice. This act 
of sacrifice comes from the example of Christ. 
Two millennia later, the power of sacrifice res-
onates throughout stories, in film and print. 
We recognize that sacrifice is the physical 
demonstration of ultimate love.

S C R I P T U R E
1 Peter 2:24  “He himself bore our sins in his 
body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we 
might live for righteousness; by his wounds 
you have been healed.” (NRSV)

T E A C H A B L E  C O N C E P T S
1. Christ was the ultimate sacrifice.
2. He took our place in punishment for our sins.
3. We now can (and must) live for righteousness because of that. 

Q U E S T I O N S  T O  R E F L E C T  O N
In the film The Good Lie, Theo swaps himself for Mamere. Theo became a substitute for Mamere. 
Open up a dictionary and look up the word “substitute.” What does it mean to be a substitute? 

Reflect on the Old Testament. What was the need for sacrifice before Christ came?

How was Christ our substitute? How was he our sacrifice?

Why did Christ need to sacrifice himself for us? What would be the result if he hadn’t come and 
died on the cross?

How does his death enable us to be “free from sins?”

What does it mean to “live for righteousness?” Does this mean we are to be perfect? How can 
we do that in daily life?

Look at your life. How are you still learning to embrace the grace, love, and power of Jesus?  
Share a specific and recent time when you grew in these areas.

With your group, share how your life has changed since you’ve begun living “the new life” of 
relationship with Jesus?

F I N A L  P E R S O N A L  T H O U G H T  A N D  P R AY E R
God, thank you for sending your Son to die for me. Thank you for that sacrifice. I acknowledge 
that I have sinned. I acknowledge that Christ is my savior. Thank you that his sacrifice enables 
me to live “free from sin.” Help me to now live a life in righteousness. Help me to continue to 
grow and embrace the grace, love, and power of Christ.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Chris-
tian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



We Are Not Alone
T E A C H A B L E  C O N C E P T S
1. We reap the benefits of those who have served and sacrificed before us.
2. We are best when we are together. God calls us to work as a team.
3. The needs around us are greater than the differences between us.

Q U E S T I O N S  T O  R E F L E C T  O N
Look at your life. Who first introduced you to God? Who else in your life prepared the way 
before you? 

Read together John 17:20-21. What does God want us to be from this passage? What is the 
ultimate purpose of us being in unity? What does God say will happen when we are “one heart 
and mind?”

Who is part of your family (not necessarily biological)? Who is on your team? Who is beside 
you?

Why can it be difficult to live life together?  Have you had experiences in the past that makes it 
difficult to live life together with others?

If you’re studying this as a group, look at how your group functions (this may be tough but be 
open to have honest and positive discussion). If you’re studying alone, reflect on your relation-
ships with those “beside you:”
• What have you enjoyed the most about getting to know those beside you?
• How do you demonstrate trust and openness towards the others around you and their ideas?
• Do you provide them with honest opinions? If not, why not?
• How do you make sure that the others feel supported, encouraged, and appreciated for their 

work?
• How do you respond to others’ ideas? How do they respond to yours? What could be im-

proved?

Look at your life and share with your group the key relationships in your life.  Which of these 
do you need to grow in?  What are the two or three (more) of these which you will focus on in 
the next week?

F I N A L  P E R S O N A L  T H O U G H T  A N D  P R AY E R
God, thank you for those who have gone before us. Thank you for the sacrifices they have made 
so that we can be blessed today. Thank you for those you have placed around us. May we over-
look our differences. May we be in unity. May we serve you together.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Chris-
tian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

S C E N E
As children, Theo and Mamere play a simple 
hand-over-hand game, first drawing a square 
in the ground and then, one after another, re-
citing the names of their forefathers. If they 
miss an ancestor in the correct order, they lose 
the game. The film highlights the dependency 
on others. Jeremiah, Paul, and Mamere are able 
to survive, first as children and then as adults, 
because they were together. Their love for each 
other made them brothers, though they weren’t 
truly biologically related. Throughout the film, 
the theme of commitment and family is rein-
forced. 

S C R I P T U R E S
John 17:20-21 “I ask not only on behalf of 
these, but also on behalf of those who will be-
lieve in me through their word, 21 that they 
may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and 
I am in you, may they also be in us,[a] so that 
the world may believe that you have sent me.” 
(NRSV)



Good Lies and Honesty
S C E N E
Mamere is taking classes in the United States 
and studying The Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn by Mark Twain. In the classroom, he is 
asked about Huck’s lie and if it was a good lie. 
Mamere responds that because the outcome 
saved his friend’s life, that it was a good lie.  
This is a difficult concept to tackle and yet, it 
is at the heart of the film The Good Lie. The 
natural response is to reject all deception and 
pursue honesty. We must tackle this subject by 
going to the Bible and discovering what it says.

S C R I P T U R E S
Read the story of Rahab and the spies in Joshua 
2:1-24.

James 2:25 “Likewise, was not Rahab the pros-
titute also justified by works when she wel-
comed the messengers and sent them out by 
another road?” (NRSV)

2 Timothy 2:15 “Do your best to present your-
self to God as one approved, a workman who 
does not need to be ashamed and who correct-
ly handles the word of truth.” (NIV)

Proverbs 12:22 “The Lord detests lying lips, but 
he delights in men who are truthful.” (NIV)

T E A C H A B L E  C O N C E P T S
1. We are to study the Scriptures and correctly handle the Word of Truth.
2. Understanding the Bible requires reading and meditation.
3. Rahab was honored by God for protecting the lives of the spies, even though she lied to do so.
4. We are to live lives of honesty and delight in truth.

Q U E S T I O N S  T O  R E F L E C T  O N
What does Paul mean when he challenges us to “correctly handle the Word of Truth?” What 
does “correctly handle” mean?

Reflect on Rahab’s story. We discover later that Rahab actually was an ancestor of Christ. God 
honored her for protecting the spies, even though she had to lie to the soldiers in Jericho. Why 
do you think God would honor someone who lied?

Was Rahab correct in her actions? Was she wrong? What would’ve happened had she told the 
truth to the soldiers?

Is there truly a “good lie?”  Is lying excusable when saving others lives?  

As a group, begin to do a search in the Bible. Where else does God talk about honesty? Where 
else does God talk about lying?

Are there other stories where a person lied and was honored? What about Moses’ mother hiding 
him alongside the river and then pretending to not know him in order to be able to take care of 
him: was this a correct action? Was she wrong to do so?

Can the ends justify the means?

Were the actions of Rahab and Moses’ mother exceptions because of the circumstances? 

Reflect on Theo’s sacrifice of his life for Mamere in the field. Theo lied and said he was alone. 
Was he wrong to do so?

How can we embrace honesty in our own lives?  Where do you struggle to live honestly? 

F I N A L  P E R S O N A L  T H O U G H T  A N D  P R AY E R
God, thank you for your Word. May we study it and correctly handle it. Give us wisdom and 
guidance as we apply its principles to our own lives. Lord, help us to live a life of honesty.

Scripture quoted by permission.  Quotations designated (NIV) are from 
THE HOLY BIBLE: NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.  NIV®.  
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica.  All rights reserved worldwide.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Chris-
tian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



Loving the Stranger
S C E N E
Carrie works to ready her home for a young 
woman she has not met. She opens up her 
life and her home to reunite Mamere’s family 
and bring their sister back to them. She does 
not know the sister and yet, she not only wel-
comes her but she prepares her house in order 
to receive her. She was a “neighbor” to a true 
“stranger.”

S C R I P T U R E S
Leviticus 19:33-34 “When a stranger sojourns 
with you in your land, you shall not do him 
wrong. You shall treat the stranger who so-
journs with you as the native among you, and 
you shall love him as yourself, for you were 
strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord 
your God.” (ESV) 

Matthew 25:35 “For I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me 
. . .” (ESV)

Read the story of the Good Samaritan in Luke 
10:25-37.

Luke 10:36-37 “Which of these three, do you 
think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who 
fell among the robbers?” He said, “The one 
who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to 
him, “You go, and do likewise.” (ESV)

T E A C H A B L E  C O N C E P T S
1. We are called to love our neighbor. Every person we encounter is our neighbor.
2. God’s love is not just for those we like and are like us.
3. It is not difficult to love those that are like us. It is hard to love those that aren’t.
4. God’s Word still challenges us today to greet and warmly receive the strangers around us.

Q U E S T I O N S  T O  R E F L E C T  O N
Why is it sometimes difficult to love those different than us?

Why do we find it difficult to trust those different than us?

What have been examples in history of people not treating the “stranger” the way God com-
mands us to in the Scriptures to the left?

Who is the “stranger” in your life? Who is someone different than you?

Who do you struggle the most to love? Think of those who don’t believe like you, don’t act like 
you, don’t look like you, don’t vote like you, don’t think like you, and don’t live like you. Which 
of those are difficult for you to love?

When was the last time you consciously demonstrated love to someone that was a challenge for 
you?

When were you a stranger and someone showed kindness to you? How did that affect you?

Immigration is a hot topic in our world today. How do these Scriptures apply to this topic? 
What actionable steps can we take to be in line with God’s Word?

F I N A L  P E R S O N A L  T H O U G H T  A N D  P R AY E R
God, may we truly love our neighbor the way you have loved us. May we be a “neighbor” to the 
“stranger”. May we not withhold your love from those that are not like us. May we love all those 
you have placed around us.

The English Standard Version is published with the permission of Good 
News Publishers.



The Needs in Front of Us
S C E N E
Jeremiah is given the job of disposing of the 
expired food. He struggles with throwing away 
food when there are people in need. He also 
struggles with this because of his own experi-
ence with poverty as a refugee fleeing Sudan. 
Later, Jeremiah encounters a homeless woman 
and gives her the food he didn’t want to throw 
away. He’s reprimanded by his boss. Jeremi-
ah rejects the reprimand and quits. Jeremiah 
chose, at risk to himself, to meet a need in front 
of him. He believed that this action was an es-
sential aspect of his faith in God.

S C R I P T U R E S
Read the story of Zacchaeus in Luke 19:1-27.

Luke 6:37-38 ““Do not judge, and you will 
not be judged; do not condemn, and you will 
not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be 
forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A 
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 
running over, will be put into your lap; for the 
measure you give will be the measure you get 
back.” (NRSV)

1 Peter 4:10 “Each of you should use what-
ever gift you have received to serve others, as 
faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various 
forms.” (NIV)

T E A C H A B L E  C O N C E P T S
1. There are needs all around us. We just need to see them. Then we need to meet them.
2. We are called to serve those God has placed in front of us.
3. Serving breaks down barriers to Christ’s love. Serving creates opportunities.
4. Serve first!

Q U E S T I O N S  T O  R E F L E C T  O N
When have you served and others seen God’s love through your efforts?

How do we grow in love by serving?  When in your life have you grown in love by serving?

Read the story of Zacchaeus in Luke 19. From this passage, what did Jesus specifically do? What 
were the results of his actions?

As an individual and as a group, talk about the needs you see in:
• your family
• your neighborhood
• your church
• your city

Think hard: what needs are right in front of you that you’ve been overlooking?

Which needs impact you the most?

Which needs can God use you (as an individual and as a group) to meet?

As a group, read through Luke 6:37-38 and reflect on how love is demonstrated here.

How can serving help eliminate barriers to Christ’s love?

How can serving open someone’s heart to Christ?

Has someone ever served you? How did it change your heart?

F I N A L  P E R S O N A L  T H O U G H T  A N D  P R AY E R
God, show us the needs around us. Show us how to meet these needs. Thank you for placing us 
where we are so that we can demonstrate your love.

Scripture quoted by permission.  Quotations designated (NIV) are from 
THE HOLY BIBLE: NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.  NIV®.  
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica.  All rights reserved worldwide.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Chris-
tian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



Leaving the Past Behind
S C E N E
Late at night, Jack talks with Mamere who is 
wrought with guilt. Mamere feels as if he has 
once again failed the family and lost another 
brother as he had lost Theo. Jack reminds Ma-
mere that his brother Theo made his choice 
and that Mamere should not live in the guilt 
of that one moment.

S C R I P T U R E S
2 Corinthians 5:17 “So if anyone is in Christ, 
there is a new creation: everything old has 
passed away; see, everything has become new!” 
(NRSV) 

T E A C H A B L E  C O N C E P T S
1. Guilt can “lock” us in the past and prevent us from living out God’s destiny for us.
2. We are to walk in forgiveness, in grace, and thus, freedom from the past.
3. We can be a “Jack” to those around us! We can be a great encourager to others.

Q U E S T I O N S  T O  R E F L E C T  O N
When in your life have you been “locked (or frozen)” because of guilt?

Why is guilt such a powerful force?

Why is it sometimes difficult to accept God’s forgiveness for the past?

Why is it difficult for us to look back at hard or difficult times in our life and see God’s mercy?

Look at Jack’s role in the conversation. Have you had someone be a “Jack” in your past? 

How did it help knowing someone was cheering you on?

Look at the people you know—your own family, friends, people at work—is there one that you 
could be an encourager to?

Who have you looked to as an example and a mentor? 

What would your life have been like if you didn’t have that example to follow?

Are you living life in such a way that you can tell people, like Paul, “follow me as a I follow 
Christ?”

F I N A L  P E R S O N A L  T H O U G H T  A N D  P R AY E R
God, I know that you do not consult my past to design my future. I know you have freed me 
from guilt. I know you have a bright future ahead of me. May you use me to encourage those 
around me!

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Chris-
tian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



A Persistent Pursuit
S C E N E
Carrie works to reunite the boys with their 
sister. She encounters layers of bureaucracy in 
her way. Despite the barriers, she persists.

S C R I P T U R E S
Luke 18:1-6 “Then Jesus told them a parable 
about their need to pray always and not to lose 
heart. He said, “In a certain city there was a 
judge who neither feared God nor had respect 
for people. In that city there was a widow who 
kept coming to him and saying, “Grant me 
justice against my opponent.’ For a while he 
refused; but later he said to himself, “Though I 
have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 
yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I 
will grant her justice, so that she may not wear 
me out by continually coming.’ “ And the Lord 
said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says.”  
(NRSV)

T E A C H A B L E  C O N C E P T S
1. God’s answers do not always return quickly.
2. God challenges us to pray always and to not lose heart.
3. We must have our eyes on God’s promises and not on what is in front of us.

Q U E S T I O N S  T O  R E F L E C T  O N
Have you ever prayed for something and felt like God was never going to answer?

When have you prayed for something and it took awhile for God to answer?

Have you ever prayed for something and given up?

Why do you think God wants us to be persistent in our prayers?

What does it mean to “pray always and not to lose heart”?

In Luke 18:1-6, is Jesus saying that God is like a judge that only answers us to get us “out of 
his hair?” 

How do we know that God cares about our requests? Search the Bible. What Scriptures tell us 
that God wants us to pray and share our needs with him?

Why did Jesus tell this story? 

What needs do you have in your life that you feel you’ve been waiting a long time for an 
answer?

As a group or an individual, once more, take these needs to God in prayer.

F I N A L  P E R S O N A L  T H O U G H T  A N D  P R AY E R
God, I know that you are aware of the needs in my life. I know you care about me and my 
needs. Even though I don’t see the answer now, I know you will answer. I know you are faith-
ful. I trust in you for every aspect of my life.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Chris-
tian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



“In the last ten years, serving as the Secretary General of the World Evangelical 
Alliance, I’ve had the opportunity to visit many countries, countries which are 
facing crises, whether through famine or through war or strife.  I’ve seen situa-
tions of trauma, situations where there are child soldiers, refugees, or internally 
displaced people living in very difficult circumstances, but one of the most chal-
lenging and most difficult places I’ve ever visited is South Sudan.  The Good Lie 
tells a story of the Lost Boys, but it tells it in a very personal way.  It’s a story of 
courage, it’s a story of sacrifice, it’s a story that inspires you, but it also is a very 
real story about how one person can actually make a difference.”

—Geoff Tunnicliffe, Secretary General, World Evangelical Alliance  and Founder 
of  the Refugee Highway Partnership

“The Good Lie is the best portrayal I’ve seen of the countless stories I’ve heard first 
hand. It beautifully tells a very difficult story while capturing the heart of the 
Sudanese people.  It’s a story of determination, love, and sacrifice that resonates 
with and connects each one of us.  With so much conflict erupting around the 
world, including afresh in South Sudan, this film is a must-see.” 

—Missy Williams, Co-founder and Chairman, Seed Effect
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New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Chris-
tian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
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“I was hungry and you gave me food; I was thirsty and you gave me drink;  
I was a stranger and you took me in.”

Matthew 25:35 (NKJV)

TheGoodLieResources.com


