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September 29, 2014 

 

The Honorable Sylvia Mathews Burwell,  

   Secretary of Health and Human Services 

The Honorable Arne Duncan 

   Secretary of the Department of Education 

400 Maryland Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C.  20202 

 

Dear Secretary Burwell and Secretary Duncan: 

On behalf of Virginia’s Commission on Youth, a bipartisan Commission of the Virginia 

General Assembly, I am pleased to share with you our strongest support and enthusiasm for 

Virginia’s application for a Federal Preschool Expansion Grant.  The legislative mandate of 

the Commission is to study and provide recommendations addressing the needs of and 

services to the Commonwealth's youth and families to the Governor and General Assembly.  

To do so, the Commission provides a bipartisan forum to explore the often complex issues 

and policies surrounding children and families.  Over the last few years, legislative interest 

has been building – on both sides of the aisle – around the issue of early childhood education, 

driven in part by the growing body of scientific and economic research on the benefits of 

early learning, but also by the increasing demand and from businesses, schools, and families 

to better prepare and care for our youngest citizens. 

Building on this momentum, in May, the Commission on Youth adopted a study plan to 

convene an Early Childhood Education Workgroup to assess approaches for improving 

quality of Virginia’s early childhood education programs.  A full-day meeting, including 

briefings from the Virginia Department of Education, the Virginia Department of Social 

Services, the Virginia Early Childhood Foundation, and the University of Virginia, clearly 

outlined the strengths of Virginia’s Preschool program and Virginia’s nationally-recognized 

quality improvement system, while also highlighting the urgent need to expand access for the 

most at-risk children. 
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The Honorable Arne Duncan 

   Secretary of the Department of Education 

 

 

This federal grant opportunity to both expand and improve the quality of preschool in 

Virginia could not have come at a better time.  This grant will allow our Commonwealth to 

capitalize on and sustain the momentum and support for high-quality preschool programs and 

will enhance our Commonwealth’s preschool program infrastructure and capacity to serve 

Virginia’s children and families. 

 

Please accept our strongest support for Virginia’s application.  The Commission on Youth 

looks forward to continuing to serve as a partner and leader for Virginia’s children and 

families. 

 

     Sincerely, 

                                                     
     Christopher K. Peace 

 

 


