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An Open Letter to the Lansing School Board,

We are sure this board is aware that the prospect of closing a school is not one that will make 
constituents happy.  No one wants to see a school close, especially not in their own neighborhood.  In 
fact, many residents of the Westside Neighborhood Association have expressed deep concern over 
recent talks of closing Sexton High School. Rather than enlist the 2,000 households we represent to 
flood the next meeting with personal statements that take much needed time for your meeting, we 
have opted to provide with a unified statement from our neighborhood in advance of your meeting. 
We hope this demonstrates to you our respect for the time and effort put forth by the Lansing School 
District Board Members, staff and the people you all serve.  

Our organization understands that the Lansing School District is facing difficult economic times, 
indeed we ourselves have had to tighten our purse strings recently.  There is no question that your 
board faces a number of difficult decisions in the near future.  It is the hope of the WNA that should it 
become necessary to close a school, this board would consider all potential ramifications of that 
closure not only to the school district, but to the neighborhoods, and to the city as a whole.  

Any neighborhood will support the schools in their boundaries, and ours is no different.  Sexton is one 
of only two schools in our area.  A decade ago, we had at least four.  It abuts defunct GM property 
which shows little sign of being put to use in the near future.  There is no commercial interest in the 
land, and it is not suited for residential construction.  Unlike other schools, Sexton is within a 
residential neighborhood.  It is not on a commercial corridor, there are no large entities in the area 
who might put the land to use.  It may very well sit vacant for a significant portion of time were it to 
close.  This could further devastate our neighborhood, adding to hundreds of acres of defunct, 
unusable, and very visible property.  We pride ourselves in having a very active, involved, and 
committed community in spite of the blows we have been dealt in the past.  Please consider 
ramifications to the surrounding area in any decisions you should make.  We hope that this will be a 
logical decision based on facts rather than an emotional decision responding to outcries.

-The Westside Neighborhood Association
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