
April 16th, 2013

An open letter to Mayor Virg Bernero,

We the undersigned neighborhood organizations are thankful for the years of service provided by 
Police Chief Szymanski.  She has heard our collective voices and served the position well both as a 
community officer and as Chief of Police.  Soon it will be necessary to fill the vacancy she will leave, 
and we are certain that careful consideration will be given to many candidates.  We hope that the City 
will take into consideration the desires of the community as this challenging task commences.

It is important to residents that all civil servants of this fine city feel a sense of ownership, of pride, and 
of buy-in to the amazing community around them, much like we do.  Serving our municipality should 
be a privilege and responsibility, not a simple source of income.  We hope that any applicants for this 
position demonstrably exhibit the qualities of someone who has a deep personal commitment to their 
community.  Public employees, especially those at higher levels, who live, work, and play in the city 
espouse these values not through mere words, but through a firm and innate gesture that clearly says “I 
have the means to live where I choose, and I choose the community I serve.”

We are cognizant of the legal challenges that surround residency requirements for municipal 
employees.  We also share in the desire that the most qualified candidate is appointed to this position.  
We hope that should the best applicant reside somewhere other than within the City of Lansing, that the 
City would take extra caution to ensure that they are hiring a person who will take an ownership stake 
in this position.  Furthermore, incentivization should not be ruled out.  Any and all of the “tools in the 
toolbox” should be employed to encourage Lansing's next Chief of Police to be a resident of the City of 
Lansing.

We look forward to continuing a positive relationship with the Lansing Police Department and its 
future chief.  We love our neighborhoods, we love our city, and with continued support and engagement 
from the “top cop,” we know we can help to keep the streets safe!

Best wishes for an expedient and successful hire,

Churchill Downs Community Association
Eastfield Neighborhood Association
Eastside Neighborhood Organization
Jones Lake Neighborhood Watch
Old Oakland Neighborhood Association
Rina Risper, President of Walnut Neighborhood
Westside Neighborhood Association


