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Westside Neighborhood Association 

2015 Annual Meeting  

Wednesday, January 21, 2015 

6:00 – 8:00 PM Sexton Cafeteria 

(parking and entrance on west side of  building) 
  

The Annual Meeting is a free event that includes dinner, courtesy of 

board members and donations, as well as time to meet and reconnect 

with neighbors. We’ll go over some highlights from 2014, elect the 

2015 board and officers, and have a presentation from our special 

guest and neighbor, Rory Neuner of the Saginaw Oakland Commer-

cial Association (SOCA).  If you have any questions about the Annual 

Meeting, contact Danielle (dcasavant@ameritech.net – 517-402-2785) 

or Cheryl (checksel@comcast.net – 517-281-7866).  

To contact the board, email 
board@wnalansing.com or 
call 517-618-WNA1(9621) 
and leave a message. To 
learn more, visit our website:  

http://wnalansing.com 

Access to the WNA Website 

Follow the WNA 

 

2014 Board Members 

& Responsibilities 

 

Danielle Casavant - Presi-
dent, Committee chair: Sum-
mer Event, Fun Fun Fun 

Cathy Bacile Cunningham - 
Vice-President, Committee 
chair: Yard Sale 

Kim Fauson - Secretary, 
Committee chair, Riddle Liaison 

Josh Boehme - Treasurer 

Dan Boutell - Committee chair: 
Newsletter Editor, Fiesta 

Veronica Gracia-Wing - Com-
mittee chair: Communications, 
Westside History 

Paul Holland - Committee chair:  
Neighborhood Improvement 

Suzanne Knight - Committee 
chair: Sexton Liaison, Annual 
Meeting 

Tim Kovacik - Committee chair: 
Voter Education 

Cassandra Nelson - Committee 
chair: Grants, MLK Garden 

Maureen Nelson - Committee 
chair: Businesses 

Jackie Payne - Committee 
chair: Crime and Safety 

Paul Pratt - Committee chair: 
RACER Trust Liaison  

Emily Stevens - Committee 
chair, Parks & Recreation 

John Stratton 

Cheryl Williams-Hecksel - Com-
mittee chair: Fiesta 
 

 

A Quarterly Publication for Lansing, Michigan’s Westside Neighborhood 

“Like” us on 

Facebook! 

The Westsider 

Annual Meeting! 
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Share your Westside News! 

Advertise your Westside Business! 

 

Deadlines for article and ads are February 28, May 31, 

August 31, & November 30 of each year. The newsletter 

is delivered to about 2,000 addresses in the Westside 

Neighborhood. Articles for upcoming events should 

Refer to dates at least one month after the submission 
deadline. 

The Westsider also welcomes ads from your business! 

Email for more information westsider@wnalansing.com. 

Per issue advertising rates are: 

 ♦ Eighth-page = $40 (2.5” h x 3.5” w) 

 ♦ Quarter-page = $60 (5” h x 3.5” w) 

 ♦ Half-page = $100 (5” h x 7.5” w) 

There is a 25% discount for purchasing identical ads in 

four consecutive newsletters with full payment due upon 

first ad placement. 

Laptop Security Tips 
 

Protect your laptop from being lost or stolen.  Treat it 

like cash or someone else will. 

Get it out of the car – don’t ever leave your laptop 

 behind 

Keep it locked – use a security cable 

Keep it off the floor in public places or at least, keep it 

between your feet 

Keep passwords somewhere else – not near the laptop 

or case 

Don’t leave it “for just a second” no matter where you 

are. 

Pay attention in airports especially at security check 

points 

Use bells and whistles; if you have an alarm, turn it on. 

Visit OnGuardOnline.gov for more tips on securing 

your computer, protecting personal information, and 

guarding against Internet fraud.   
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RACER Trust Update 
 

The RACER Trust just concluded a very busy year promoting and managing its Lansing and Lansing Charter Township sites, and 
is looking forward to more progress in 2015.  Here is a summary of the year gone by. 
 

As reported in September, RACER submitted a remediation plan to the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
(MDEQ) for the Lansing and Lansing Township sites and is awaiting approval, which is expected in the spring. 

 
In September RACER also issued a Request for Proposal (RFP) asking potential developers to submit concept plans and 

offers to purchase all or part of the Lansing and Lansing Township sites. The RFPs were developed in consultation with 
RACER’s public partners including the city, the township and the Lansing Economic Area Partnership (LEAP). RACER 
has used the RFP approach in other markets to attract capable buyers with development plans that resulted in invest-
ment and new jobs.  

 
Independent of RACER’s RFP, the Lansing Board of Water & Light (BWL) issued an RFP to companies and organizations 

interested in supplying the BWL with up to five megawatts of solar energy. RACER’s Lansing and Lansing Township 
sites were listed as potential locations for the proposed solar field. 

 
In October RACER entered into an agreement with Peckham, Inc. to allow a public art mural to be installed on the RACER 

property adjacent to the Windemere Park Charter Academy on the north side of Saginaw Street.   
 
Earlier this year RACER approved another agreement that allowed locally-manufactured General Motors vehicles to be tem-

porarily parked on RACER sites to alleviate a backlog created by interruptions in rail transportation.  
 
This month RACER is scheduled to begin filling-in the large basement area, known as the coliseum, on the Plant 3 site on 

the north side of Saginaw Street in Lansing Township.  Filling the space with soil may take four to six weeks.   
 
RACER maintained tax payments to Lansing and Lansing Township for the properties as required under the Settlement 

Agreement, and continues to work on keeping the sites well maintained and free of debris and trash. 
 
When RACER took title to properties in March 2011 it assumed the demolition permit approved by Lansing Township for the 
Motors Liquidation Company. Since then, RACER has sought to renew the permit each year –including in 2015 - so its work can 
continue.   
 
RACER’s proposed remediation plan under review by the MDEQ includes keeping much of the impervious surfaces, including 
parking lots and building slabs, in place to serve as a cover over contaminated materials. Those surfaces will also help reduce infil-
tration and prevent unintended negative effects on groundwater flow. This approach has been tentatively approved by the 
MDEQ. 
 
The remaining demolition-related work includes removal of certain impervious surfaces not needed for environmental remedia-
tion, installing landscaping in certain areas, and storm water evaluation and management.  Also planned for 2015 is the removal of 
the clarifier, an in-ground, uncovered, circular concrete storm water storage structure about 40 feet in diameter south of Willow 
Street on the Plant 3 property. 
  
Finally, RACER continues to talk with interested parties about the Lansing and Lansing Township sites and is looking forward to 
receiving proposals from developers interested in a wide-range of development from retail to commercial and light industrial that 
will result in job creation. 
 
Residents who have questions about the RACER sites can contact the following RACER staff.   
 

General site maintenance: Sam Solomon:  ssolomon@racertrust.org or 248-990-1042;  
Environmental issues: Grant Trigger: gtrigger@racertrust.org or 313-670-6226;  

Redevelopment questions: Patricia Spitzley:  pspitzley@racertrust.org or 517-599-5575. 

mailto:ssolomon@racertrust.org
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Did you know Lansing has financial and tax resources just around the corner from the Westside Neighborhood? Asset 
Independence Coalition and the Financial Empowerment Center are two valuable community resources ready to help 
you achieve your financial goals and dreams!   

Asset Independence Coalition brings together resources, partners and the community to help people in Ingham, Clin-
ton and Eaton counties gain greater financial freedom. 

AIC does this by providing several free services to Mid-Michigan residents, including the Volunteer Income Tax Assis-
tance and My Free Taxes programs. During the 2014 tax year, AIC served over 3,600 households with free income tax 
preparation and filing, resulting in $3,840,000 in refunds back into the community. Low- to moderate-income homes 
were able to save over $73,000 in tax preparation fees thanks to AIC's services. For more information visit http://
aicmidmichigan.org or call 2-1-1. 

Lansing's Financial Empowerment Center offers free one-on-one financial counseling. The Center’s financial counse-
lors help their clients reduce debt and build savings in tangible and measurable ways, including: erasing erroneous debts 
and correcting credit histories; advocating with creditors directly to lower old fees and penalties; negotiating debts, in-
cluding payment plans and interest rates; identifying new sources of income; and creating budgets and payment plans 
that facilitate realistic savings plans. The Center has helped clients reduce debt by $2,326,280 and increase their savings 
by $147,163! There is no income cap to receive counseling. For more information visit www.lansingmi.gov/ofe or call 
2-1-1.  

Save the date! Asset Independence Coalition will host Show Me the Money Day on Feb. 21, 2015 at the South Wash-
ington Office Complex. Financial Empowerment Center and many other community resources will team up with AIC 
to show you the money! Like them on Facebook for upcoming event details.  

Page 4 Winter 2014 

Free financial counseling and tax help in your own backyard!  

Identity Theft – Protect Yourself 
Protect your information.  Shred documents with your 

personal information on them before you throw them 

out.  In Lansing, Friedland Industries will shred your 

documents for a minor fee and twice a year they have 

free shredding.  The next free shredding will be in April 

18, 2015, from 8 AM to 2 PM Friedland Industries is lo-

cated at 405 E. Maple Street in Lansing.  There is no limit 

on the amount of documents you can have shredded for 

free.  Check your credit report once a year.  Contact An-

nualCreditReport.com or call 1-877-322-8228.  The law 

entitles you to one free report each year from each credit 

reporting company.  If you see something on your credit 

report that you don’t recognize, you will be able to deal 

with it.  If you suspect identity theft, act quickly.  Report 

it to the Federal Trace Commission.  Call the FTC at 1-

877-382-4357 or TTY 1-866-653-4261.  Or you can go 

online: ftc.gov/complaint.  The FTC operator will give 

you the next steps to take.  Visit ftc.gov/idtheft to learn 

more. 

Elder Law of Michigan 
Elder Law of Michigan, Inc. promotes and protects the 

rights, health and economic well-being of older adults 

and people with disabilities by providing information, 

advocacy, legal advice and professional services.  Elder 

Law of Michigan makes sure people have their basic 

needs met, a secure place to live, access to an advocate 

who can provide peace of mind to a family in need, or 

the tools to help a person stand up for his or her rights.  

Elder Law can help if you are having issues with a re-

verse mortgage.  If a Michigan senior has fallen behind 

in paying their property taxes or insurance premiums 

that are required as part of a reverse mortgage, there is 

now help through the Step Forward Michigan Pro-

gram.  For more information about this free program, 

call Elder Law of Michigan’s Housing Rights Center of 

Michigan at (866)361-5558.  For other services provid-

ed by Elder Law of Michigan, call (866)400-9164.  El-

der Law of Michigan is located at 3815 W. St. Joseph 

Highway, Lansing, MI 48917. 

http://aicmidmichigan.org
http://aicmidmichigan.org
http://www.lansingmi.gov/ofe
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Neighbor Recognition! 

One of our neighbors, Kristie 

Dickinson, has published her 

first e-book!  The book is a 

romance novel called Nine 

Days in Greece.  It is about a 

workaholic attorney who trav-

els alone to the exotic island 

of Crete for a vacation adventure. On the plane she is seat-

ed next to a handsome but much younger Greek man that 

changes her trip. Although she instantly feels a spark that 

she tries to ignore, she is surprised when he seems to be 

interested in her.  Could he be more than a vacation fling? 

Follow their journey as they explore their passion across 

continents.  

Kristie currently works as a freelance court reporter in Lan-

sing.  Her hobbies include tennis, running, working on her 

Westside Neighborhood home, and volunteering with her 

therapy dog.  Any free time after that is spent writing her 

blog Daterella's Adventures in Dating 

(Daterella.wordpress.com) and working on the sequel to 

Nine Days in Greece. 

 

Snow Removal Service! 

Interior Painting!! 

Detailed Household &  

Carpet Cleaning!!! 

Contact David Albert @ 517-420-8067 for more 

 info, or Find me on the Westside Neighborhood 

Facebook Group 

It's finally T-shirt season! We have great Westside 

Neighborhood T-shirts for sale now. $10 each for sizes 

small to extra large. Cash, 

check or credit. Let me 

know if you want one or 

more!  Contact Danielle at 

dcasavant@ameritech.net 

to order! 
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It’s That Time of Year Again … SNOW  
- from Carol Wood, Council Person At-Large 

 

     The Lansing City Council recently revised the Snow Removal Ordinance for Lan-
sing.  As always you have been required to remove the snow and ice from the side-
walk in front of  your property 24-hours after a snow event.  This is the width of  the 
sidewalk and if  you have a corner lot that means the snow and ice on the corner 
property as well. 
     24-hours after the event, if  there is a complaint about snow or ice on your proper-
ty the City will send someone out to check - and if  it is not cleared a sticker will be 
placed on your door.  This gives you an additional 24-hours to clear the snow and ice. 
     If  you do not call the number on the sticker to make arrangements to clear the 
snow and ice after the 24-hours’ notice, the City will recheck your property and if  not 
cleared will send someone out to clean the walk and you will be billed.  The approxi-
mate charge for average walk is $140.00. 
     If  you are a senior or disabled you can call the Lansing City Council office at 483-
4177 and see if  you qualify for the “Snow Sergeant” Program.  If  you would like to 

help someone who is disabled or is a senior, please call the same number and request 
information on how to volunteer. 

The Westside Neighborhood 

Association 

Westsider Winter 2014 
Volume 3 Issue 4 

 

 


