
  
Westside Neighborhood Association 

Board Meeting Agenda 
April 17, 2014 

 

Time Topic Lead 

6:30 P.M. Call to Order Casavant 

6:31 P.M. Approval of Agenda Casavant 

6:32 P.M. Approval of Minutes Fauson 

6:35 P.M. Old Business 

 Action Items from last meeting 

Casavant 

6:45 P.M. New Business 

 WNA Board Meeting Attendance Policy 

 
Fauson 

6:55 P.M. President’s Report Casavant 

7:05 P.M. Treasurer’s Report Boehme 

7:10 P.M. Fiesta  Boutell/Hecksel 

7:10 P.M. Yard Sale Cunningham 

7:15 P.M. Grants C. Nelson 

7:15 P.M. Riddle Elementary School Fauson 

7:15 P.M. Sexton High School Knight 

7:15 P.M. Newsletter Boutell 

7:15 P.M. Voter Education/Civic Engagement Kovacik 

7:15 P.M. Westside History Cunningham 

7:15 P.M. Communications Gracia-Wing 

7:15 P.M. Summer Event  Casavant 

7:20 P.M. Crime and Safety 

 Budget for welcome sign and unveiling ceremony 

Payne 

7:30 P.M. Community Engagement Alicea 

7:30 P.M. RACER Trust Quick 

7:30 P.M. Neighborhood Improvement  Holland 

7:30 P.M. Parks and Recreation Stevens 

7:30 P.M. MLK Garden C. Nelson 

7:30 P.M. Annual Meeting Knight 

7:30 P.M. Business Promotions M. Nelson 

7:35 P.M. Fun Committee Casavant 

7:40 P.M. Good & Welfare Casavant 

7:45 P.M. Adjournment Casavant 

 
  



EXCUSED BOARD MEMBERS: Dan Boutell, Cathy Bacile Cunningham, Suzanne Knight, Cassandra 

Nelson, Joe Quick 

 

KNOWN GUESTS: None 

In lieu of attending this month’s meeting, Jessica Yorko has submitted this update: 

 Storm debris clean up info: http://www.lansingmi.gov/debris 

 FY15 Budget hearings started on 3/31/14 and go through May: 
http://www.lansingmi.gov/Budget_Information 

 I am chairing a committee that is exploring a public art ordinance. A good summary of the 
process and questions we are dealing with is here: 
http://npaper-wehaa.com/citypulse#2014/04/09/?article=2196519 

 I sent the information I had on the sale of Fire Station 7 to Danielle and she is pursuing that 
process as it will go through council approvals. 

 Flower planting on Saginaw Street is planned for Saturday, May 17, 10am-1pm. PLANNING for 
the planting is on 4/15/14, 4:30-6:30 at Harry's Place. 

 I worked with students through Global Youth Service Day to wash down and stain the concrete 
planters (flower boxes) and sign on Saginaw Street from Stanley to Pine during GYSD. 

 Thanks to teamwork between me and Westside neighbor Jen Loforese, on April 7, council 
adopted a resolution supporting Judge Freidman's ruling on same sex marriage. Story here: 
http://www.lansingcitypulse.com/lansing/article-10070-kids-in-the-hall.html 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Action Items from March 20, 2014 Meeting: 

 Members who have not yet written goals statements will e-mail to Fauson. 

 Boehme will update the sign-up sheet in the St. Joseph Park storage facility to include a 
signature for one board member rather than two. 

 Boehme will sort through WNA documents in his possession.  Those that can be stored will be 
moved to the St. Joseph Park storage facility.  Fauson will assume responsibility for the rest. 

 Casavant will provide documents related to the previous Fiesta event to Boutell. 

 Knight will e-mail absent board members regarding the Sexton High neighborhood meetings plan 
to seek their support. 

 Gracia-Wing will create a WNA ad for Sexton High’s Flowers in the Desert program. 

 Gracia-Wing will contact Alicea about sending a letter to places of worship. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

Background information—Our bylaws state: “If a director is unable to serve or is absent without 

reasonable cause from three consecutive meetings, the Board may declare the position vacant, after 

giving the director at least 10 days written notice of its intent to do so.” 

WNA Attendance Policy (draft 4-14-14) 

 

1. Attendance shall be taken at each Board of Directors meeting and recorded in the minutes. 

2. Absences shall be classified excused or unexcused. An excused absence is defined as one in which 

the director contacted the secretary to notify him/her of the absence at least 24 hours in advance of the 

meeting. 

3. Directors unable to attend due to an emergency that occurs less than 24 hours before the meeting 

shall contact the president as soon as they are able.  The president may excuse these members on a 

case-by-case basis. 

 

http://www.lansingmi.gov/debris
http://www.lansingmi.gov/Budget_Information
http://npaper-wehaa.com/citypulse#2014/04/09/?article=2196519
http://www.lansingcitypulse.com/lansing/article-10070-kids-in-the-hall.html


 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

The board agreed by electronic vote to approve the creation and installation of the welcome sign at 

Lenawee Street. The cost is $758 with $650 covered by our approved Mayor's Grant.  

I was contacted by Lindsay VanHulle of the LSJ to comment on the pending sale for Fire Station #7. I 
reiterated the points that our board agreed upon back in 2012, including that residential is the best use 
for the neighborhood, that vacant buildings are bad for neighborhoods, and that we are looking forward 
to another architectural gem in our neighborhood being restored. On the same topic, I emailed Council 
member Quinney to ask for the committee meeting schedule for when this topic will be discussed. I have 
received no response. 
 
The Lansing Neighborhood Council is holding a forum on Tuesday, April 29, for neighborhood leaders. 
Teresa Szymanski, Chief Operations Officer of the Lansing School District, will be speaking about the 
recommendations of the Facilities Task Force.  Kim Fauson and Suzanne Knight will be attending; there 
is room for one more board member to go. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Report attached as separate file. 

FIESTA COMMITTEE 

We are still waiting to hear whether or not the Irish Pub will be open.  

YARD SALE 

I am working on getting the garage sale scheduled. Some interest was expressed on Facebook for doing 

it earlier than June or July. I finally connected with the Oakland coordinator. We're going to do a quick, 

informal poll and go from there.  

GRANTS  

Grant money is being awarded Thursday evening. 

RIDDLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Trying to set up meeting with Jen Knapp Long to determine the school’s needs regarding volunteers, 

event promotion, and relationship with the neighborhood.  Meeting time still TBD as our schedules 

haven’t meshed.  Will likely be meeting within next couple of weeks. 

SEXTON HIGH SCHOOL: No report. 

NEWSLETTER 

The newsletter cost for the quarter was $415.00.  Postage costs have gone up now as well.  Income from 

ads was $260.00.  The net cost was $155.00. 

VOTER EDUCATION/CIVIC ENGAGEMENT: No report. 

WESTSIDE HISTORY: No report. 

COMMUNICATIONS: No report. 

SUMMER PICNIC AND CONCERT 

Expect to call a meeting of those who expressed interest in this committee for some time in late April or 

early May. 

CRIME AND SAFETY 

Attached is a budget for production and installation of the "Welcome to the Westside" sign that the Crime 

and Safety Committee proposes be created and installed at a predetermined site on Lenawee Street.  I 



will forward to you a copy of the final design of the sign.  The sign can be created and installed in a few 

weeks.  The city has approved of the project. 

 

We also propose having an unveiling ceremony in late May or early June, invite the press, the mayor, the 

Chief of Police, Officer Elton and our City Council persons to attend.  We also propose that we leaflet all 

the houses on Lenawee, Kalamazoo, Hillsdale, Rulison and Huron inviting the neighborhood to the 

unveiling.  A line item is included for the flyers. 

 

We would like to serve cake and beverages such as water or coffee at the ceremony.  Bake N Cakes 

gave me a price of $47 for a sheet cake that serves 35 2" x 2" servings.  For an additional $15 we can 

have an image of the sign on the cake in edible frosting. 

 

We would like to do a bit of landscaping around the sign for which the budget includes mulch.  I listed the 

flowers separately as they are a lovely touch but not necessary.  Some of the neighbors have suggested 

annuals, begonias and dusty miller which would be lovely but would have to be replanted every year.  I 

have pulled some prices from a Breck's catalog for day lilies which are perennials.  We propose delaying 

the unveiling of the sign in order to get the landscaping done. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: No report. 

RACER TRUST: No report. 

NEIGHBORHOOD IMPROVEMENT: No report. 

PARKS AND RECREATION: No report. 

MLK GARDEN: No report. 

ANNUAL MEETING: No report. 

BUSINESS PROMOTIONS 

Goals Statement: 

The goal of the Business Committee for 2014 is to promote businesses in the Westside neighborhood, 

either within the neighborhood or owned/operated by those living in the neighborhood. This will be done 

by ensuring the business directory is current on the website and encouraging advertisement in the 

quarterly newsletter. In addition, possibly working with the communications committee to explore different 

means of promoting businesses.  

I contacted Mike Schury to see what direction the committee had been going in and if there were any 
projects he wanted to see continued.  I have the directory and I'm starting to check if there are any 
updates to be made.  
 

FUN COMMITTEE 

Westside Wednesday at Harry's Place continues to be a popular social event for neighbors. We are 

ranging from 15 to close to 40 depending on the evening. This will be maintained as a monthly event as 

long as attendance stays steady. 

The Westsiders Go Nuts! outing is scheduled for Sunday, August 10, 2014. The game is at 2:05 pm and 
It's a Super Hero themed Kids Day! Play Catch on the Field before the game and Kids Run the Bases 
after the game. The event will be promoted through the Westsider, wnalansing.com, Facebook, 
NextDoor and the monthly email. Posters will be placed at Letts, Harry's, Biggby and the Irish Pub, if it is 
open. Tickets will be $10 each, pre-purchase only. Ticket sales will end on June 30th. 

http://wnalansing.com/

