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This	
  guide	
  to	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  handbells	
  with	
  the	
  Psalter	
  of	
  the	
  United	
  Methodist	
  Hymnal	
  is	
  intended	
  to	
  
introduce	
  leaders	
  and	
  congregations	
  to	
  the	
  possibilities	
  of	
  non-­‐traditional	
  handbell	
  use	
  in	
  worship.	
  The	
  
preface	
  of	
  the	
  Psalter	
  found	
  on	
  page	
  736	
  gives	
  instructions	
  about	
  the	
  chanting	
  of	
  the	
  psalms,	
  which	
  this	
  
guide	
  will	
  augment	
  with	
  options	
  for	
  adding	
  handbells	
  to	
  the	
  chant.	
  

If	
  your	
  congregation	
  does	
  not	
  chant	
  the	
  psalms,	
  but	
  does	
  sing	
  the	
  responses,	
  this	
  guide	
  suggests	
  some	
  
possibilities	
  using	
  very	
  few	
  ringers	
  –	
  sometimes	
  just	
  one	
  –	
  to	
  accompany	
  the	
  congregational	
  singing.	
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   ?	
   Psalm	
  115	
   ?	
  
Psalm	
  4	
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Chanting	
  the	
  Psalms	
  with	
  Handbells	
  

Based	
  on	
  the	
  five	
  suggested	
  psalm	
  tones	
  on	
  page	
  737	
  for	
  the	
  leader	
  and	
  congregation,	
  here	
  are	
  five	
  
handbell	
  patterns	
  that	
  support	
  the	
  corresponding	
  psalm	
  tones.	
  These	
  patterns	
  are	
  not	
  intended	
  to	
  be	
  
used	
  with	
  any	
  other	
  accompaniment.	
  In	
  all	
  examples,	
  the	
  measures	
  are	
  marked	
  1-­‐4:	
  

1. This	
  pattern	
  is	
  played	
  once	
  to	
  establish	
  the	
  tonality	
  and	
  starting	
  pitch	
  for	
  the	
  cantor.	
  
2. This	
  is	
  played	
  as	
  the	
  congregation	
  chants	
  its	
  response.	
  
3. This	
  is	
  played	
  as	
  the	
  cantor	
  chants.	
  
4. This	
  is	
  used	
  in	
  place	
  of	
  the	
  musical	
  response,	
  or	
  can	
  be	
  used	
  in	
  place	
  of	
  the	
  opening	
  pattern	
  to	
  

establish	
  the	
  tonality	
  and	
  starting	
  pitch.	
  

All	
  patterns	
  are	
  LV,	
  but	
  should	
  be	
  damped	
  from	
  section	
  to	
  section	
  if	
  the	
  harmony	
  changes.	
  

	
  

Psalm	
  Tone	
  Number	
  1	
  (C	
  Major)	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Psalm	
  Tone	
  Number	
  2	
  (F	
  Major)	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Psalm	
  Tone	
  Number	
  3	
  (B-­‐flat	
  Major,	
  sounds	
  in	
  E-­‐flat	
  Major)	
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Psalm	
  Tone	
  Number	
  4	
  (F	
  minor)	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Psalm	
  Tone	
  Number	
  5	
  (E	
  major)	
  

	
  

	
  

Psalm	
  Responses	
  with	
  Handbell	
  Accompaniment	
  

The	
  Psalter	
  is	
  frequently	
  used	
  without	
  chanting	
  psalm	
  tones.	
  The	
  following	
  examples	
  are	
  handbell	
  
ostinati	
  that	
  can	
  be	
  used	
  to	
  accompany	
  the	
  musical	
  responses	
  indicated	
  in	
  the	
  hymnal.	
  They	
  do	
  not	
  have	
  
to	
  be	
  played	
  in	
  the	
  written	
  octave.	
  These	
  patterns	
  are	
  not	
  intended	
  to	
  be	
  used	
  with	
  any	
  other	
  
accompaniment.	
  

Psalm	
  1,	
  page	
  738	
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Psalm	
  2,	
  page	
  739	
  

	
  
	
  

Psalm	
  3,	
  page	
  740	
  

	
  
	
  

Psalm	
  4,	
  page	
  741	
  

	
  
	
  

Psalm	
  5,	
  page	
  742	
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Psalm	
  8,	
  page	
  743	
  

	
  

	
  

Psalm	
  9,	
  page	
  744	
  

	
  

	
  

Psalm	
  10,	
  page	
  745	
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Psalm	
  13,	
  page	
  746	
  

	
  
	
  

Psalm	
  14,	
  page	
  746	
  

	
  
	
  

Psalm	
  15,	
  page	
  747	
  

	
  
	
  

Psalm	
  16:5-­‐11,	
  page	
  748	
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Psalm	
  17:1-­‐7,	
  15,	
  page	
  749	
  

	
   	
  

Psalm	
  19,	
  page	
  750	
  

	
  
	
  

Psalm	
  22:1-­‐18,	
  25-­‐31,	
  page	
  752	
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Psalm	
  23,	
  page	
  754	
  

	
  

	
  

Psalm	
  24,	
  page	
  755	
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Psalm	
  25,	
  page	
  756	
  

	
  

	
  

Psalm	
  27,	
  page	
  758	
  

	
  

	
  

Psalm	
  28,	
  page	
  760	
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Psalm	
  29,	
  page	
  761	
  

	
  

	
  

Psalm	
  30,	
  page	
  762	
  

	
  

	
  

Psalm	
  31,	
  page	
  764	
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Psalm	
  32,	
  page	
  766	
  

	
  

	
  


