
1. SHARE THE PLAN OF SALVATION WITH YOUR
CHILDREN AND 8 EVIDENCES THAT YOU ARE
A CHRISTIAN.

1. It's important to know the plan of salvation and practice delivering it so that you can do what? I Peter 3:15b

2. Describe man's problem. Romans 3:23

3. Describe God's solution for sinful man. Romans 5:8

4. Describe what man must do to be saved.
a. John 3:16
b. John 1:12

5. How can you prove that you believe in and have received Jesus as your personal Savior?
a. I John 2:1-6

6. Describe what happens if we don't believe and receive Jesus.
a. Romans 6:23
b. Hebrews 9:27

7. I John 5:11-12 summarizes how to receive eternal life. These are the great assurance verses of the Bible.
Explain God's plan.
a.
b.

8. Hie worldly man does not accept God's plan of salvation. He becomes rebellious and creates his own plan and
ideas. Some of those ideas are listed below. Look up the verses that follow the false ideas and describe God's ;
answer to each one.

a. "I know that when I get to the Judgement Day, that God will weigh the good things and the bad things that I
have done. If I have more good than bad, then I'll go to heaven. If I have more bad, then I'll go to Hell, so
I'U try to work hard to do a lot of good works."
What is God's answer? Ephesians 2:8-9



Titus 3:5

b. "I think that there are many ways to receive salvation and go to heaven.
What is God's answer? John 14:6

Acts 4:12

c. "I think that everybody is going to heaven.
What is God's answer? John 3:3

I Peter 3:18

d. "If I become a Christian, I'll have to give up so much. Why should I deprive myself of the pleasures of this
world? After all, you only have one life, so why not give it all the 'gusto' you can?"
What is God's answer? Mark 8:36

e. "I don't want to get saved now. I have plenty of time later.'
What is God's answer? II Corinthians 6:2

9. How can you tell if a person is a Christian? What changes do you begin looking for? List below the evidences
that you are a genuine Christian.

a. John 16:8 I will have an awareness of in my life. The Holy Spirit will begin to
convict me and trouble me when I sin.

b . I P e t e r 2 : 2 . I w i l l h a v e a h u n g e r f o r . C e r t a i n s e c t i o n s o f t h e B i b l e
will begin to stand out with new meaning and understanding. I will have a desire to study the Scriptures.

c . I I C o r i n t h i a n s 5 : 1 7 . I w i l l h a v e a d e s i r e f o r . T h e r e w i l l b e a
genuine desire for a changed life and a new delight in the commandments of the Lord. People will see that I
am different in speech and deed.

d. Philippians 1:29. I will experience for His sake. There will be an increase
in personal testing, from those closest to us who don't understand salvation or from others who have lost
their first love.

e. John 15:7. I will have a desire to communicate with God through . As we mature
in our Christian walk, we will be able to pray in a mature manner and ask for things that are in His will.

f. I John 4:7-13. I will have a for other Christians. There will be a sincere enjoyment
jpftv in the fellowship with other Christians. We will want to be with our spiritual brothers and sisters.

g. Psalm 107:2. I will have a desire to . I will want to share my spiritual
experiences with others so that they too can enjoy the peace, joy, and meaningful life that I have found.



h. I Peter 4:11. I will have a desire to . When we accept Jesus, we receive a
spiritual gift. He wants us to use and develop our spiritual gift by ministering to each other in the Body of
Christ.

10. It's important to be ready to share Christ and His Plan of Salvation everywhere we go. To help you develop
your personal testimony, briefly fill in the answers to the following questions. Be prepared to share your
testimony for 15 minutes in Church, or for a few minutes at a bus stop. The brief version could be one
sentence for each of the six points below.

a. Explain the good part of your past life - any religious training, good works, etc.

\>. Explain the bad part of your past life - wrong goals, thoughts, pride, fear of not going to Heaven, etc.

c. Explain the circumstances of your conversion - who led you to the Lord and where?

d. Explain some of the results of your conversion - changes in your life. (See question #9.)

e. Explain briefly the Plan of Salvation.

f. Give a personal appeal in one sentence - 'Taste and see that the Lord is good.



Memorize the Plan of Salvation verses and write them out below. (Make cards and carry them with you and
review, review, review.)

John 3:16

John 1:12

Romans 3:23

Romans 6:23

Ephesians 2:8-9

I John 5:11-12

John 14:6



THE PLAN OF SALVATION

Man says, "I'll do the best I can

Man says, "I'll pay or tithe.
I Corinthians 9:15

SIN-Romans 3:23
Be kind and a good citizen.

1. John 3:16 in Jesus, (head knowledge)
A. That He died, was buried, and He rose again.
B. He is not an ordinary man. We must believe that He is the Son of God.

2. John 1:12 Jesus, (heart knowledge)
A. Accept Him into our hearts and let Him control us. He becomes Boss.
B. Let Him run you. Your king, guide, leader, Lord, Savior.

3. I John 2:1-6 Jesus, (exercise of the will)
A. Read, study, and memorize God's Word and pray.
B. Baptism, communion, tithing, service, and using your spiritual gift.
C. Become an active part of the Church Body by attending and ministering.
D. Every time the Pastor preaches, God reveals something to us to obey.



8 EVIDENCES THAT YOU ARE A CHRISTIAN

S I N 1 . A W A R E N E S S O F S I N .
There will be a greater awareness of words, thoughts, and actions which do not
please the Lord. ("...He will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness,
and of judgment" John 16:8. "For I know that in me...dwelleth no good thing"
Romans 7:18-25. "And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth
in wickedness" I John 5:19.)

WORD 2. HUNGER FOR GOD'S WORD.
Certain sections will begin to stand out to you with new meaning and
understanding. ("I have esteemed the words of his mouth more than my
necessary food." Job 23:12. "...thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of
mine heart" Jeremiah 15:16. "But strong meat belongeth to them that...have
their senses exercised to discern both good and evil" Hebrews 5:14. "For the
Word of God is quick and powerful and sharper than any two-edged sword..."
Hebrews 4:12. "As newborn babies, desire the sincere milk of the Word"
I Peter 2:2.)

GROWTH 3. DESIRE FOR A CHANGED LIFE.
There will be a genuine desire for a changed life and a new delight in the direct
commandments of the Lord. ("Therefore if any man be in Christ he is a new
creature: old things are passed away, behold, all things are become new."
II Corinthians 5:17)

TESTING 4. INCREASE IN TESTING.
There will be an immediate increase in personal testing, often from those
closest to you who do not understand salvation or from other Christians who
have lost their first love. ("Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when
they shall separate you from their company, and shall reproach you."
Luke 6:22. 'Tea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution." II Tim. 3:12. "For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ,
not only to believe on Him, but also suffer for His sake." Phil. 1:29.)

PRAYER 5. COMMUNICATING WITH GOD THROUGH PRAYER.
There will be a desire to pray to God for things that are in His will. As we
mature in our Christian walk, we will be able to pray in a mature manner. ("If
you remain in me, and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it
will be given you." John 15:7)

FELLOWSHIP 6. LOVE FOR OTHER CHRISTIANS.
There will be a sincere enjoyment in the fellowship of other Christians,
("beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another."
I John 4:7-13) Don't neglect the assembling of yourselves together as the
manner of some is.

WITNESSING 7. DESIRE TO SHARE CHRIST WITH OTHERS.
One of the first signs of a genuine born-again Christian is that he will want to
share his experience with others. It is important to provide opportunities for
him to tell others who will encourage him rather than discourage him. ("Let
the redeemed of the Lord say so..." Ps. 107:2, "...be ready always to give an
answer to every man that asks you a reason of the hope that is in you..."
I Peter 3:15)

SERVICE 8. DESIRE TO SERVE.
There will be a godly desire to serve by using the gifts God has given you. ("If
anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all
things God may be praised through Jesus Christ." I Peter 4:11)



2. TEACHING CHILDREN HOW TO USE MONEY
WISELY

L God is the source of all our wealth.

1. What is God's part in our finances? Deut. 8:18

2. How did Abraham get flocks, herds, silver, and gold? Gen. 24:35

3. Why did Isaac become prosperous? Gen. 26:12-14

4. Why did Job become prosperous? Job 42:12

5. What is it that brings riches? Prov. 10:22

6. These are examples of men whose great wealth was the direct result of God's blessing. There are no limits
to God's resources. Obviously, there is a limit to what God chooses to do in each individual situation.
God used great wealth to accomplish His purpose in Abraham's life and modest financial circumstances to
accomplish His purpose in Paul's life. God will give us all we need to accomplish the purposes He has for
us. God's plans will never be hindered by lack of resources. Our plans may be, but never God's plans.

H. God is the owner of all our assets.

1. Though God has entrusted possessions to us, He still owns them. What do the following verses teach?
A. Psalm 24:1
B. Leviticus 25:23

2. We are stewards or trustees of God's property. As stewards or caretakers, we are responsible to manage
the property that He has entrusted to us. What do these verses teach?
A. Parable of the talents - Matt. 25:14-30

B. Luke 16:10
C. I Cor. 4:2

III. God's Purposes in Giving Us Money.

1. He provides for our basic needs. What does He promise to give us according to Matthew 6:31-32?

God assumes the responsibility of providing the basic necessities of His children. A poor person is one
who has no food or clothing.



2. He wants to confirm His power to prove His concern for us. What do the following verses teach?
A. Malachi3:10

God illustrates His power by supplying specific needs in direct answer to prayer and obedience in
giving. Don't go out and rush to buy something you need. First pray and ask God to provide it.

B. What's the result of obedience to Him in IlChron. 16:9?

C. According to Hebrews 11:6, what will happen to those who seek the Lord?

3. He uses money to unite Christians. What happened in II Cor. 8:14-15?

God uses the financial needs of one Christian and the generosity of another to bring them together. Here,
Paul took up a collection among Gentile believers for Jewish Christians who were suffering financial need.
We should set aside some money for those who may have a need in the future.

4. He gives money to confirm direction. What is the promise in Philippians 4:19?

God is able to provide needed funds for projects or things we need ahead of time. A lack of funds may
mean that God does not want us to move in that direction. Hudson Taylor said, "God's work done in
God's way will not lack God's support." Provision of funds may mean, "Go, go, go." He indicates His
leading by providing funds ahead of time. God's purpose will not be frustrated by a lack of funds.

IV. Hindrances to God's Goal for us.

God's goal for us is financial freedom. The following hindrances will produce financial bondage and should be
avoided.

1. Indebtedness. What does Prov. 22:7 teach?
God doesn't want us to be a servant to men or anything else but Him.

Pressure of unpaid bills. We are not to buy so much and tie ourselves down to payments in such a way that
they create pressure. Pressure will strain family relationships and create emotional damage to the wife,
husband, and even the children. Many couples have divorced because of arguments over the finances and
pressure of bills. What is the teaching of Matthew 6:24-34?
6:24
6 : 2 5 .
6:26
6:27-32 What's the unsaved person's big emphasis?

6:33 He Ct iSTiAA/ 's f tg/fl l / rV
We are not to put so much emphasis on buying clothing, food, drink, and the things of this world that we tie
ourselves down to payments. Debts create pressure.



3. Building our lives around money. What does I Tim. 6:9 teach?

Money has a way of capturing us and blocking our vision. The love of money creates spiritual needs and
problems. Money has a way of deadening our desire to serve and do those things that God wants us to do.

4. Concern over investments. What does the longing for money do?

Some men experience tremendous pressure and worries about loss of stock. Where your treasure is, there
is also your heart. Some men have their daily devotion in the Stock Market reports.

5. Entanglement in Business. What does II Tim. 2:4 teach?

When we get involved with the "business" of this world, we do not occupy our time fully on the war
between Christ and Satan. Satan wants us to be occupied with things that will pass away - temporary
things, rather than eternal things.

6. Scheming to "Get Rich Quick." What does Prov. 28:22 teach?

Examples of get rich quick schemes are chain letters and the person who says, "How would you like to
double your money or make a lot of money fast?" Read about having good sense in Prov. 2:7-15.

7. Guilt from financial unfairness. What did the rich do that was wrong? James 5:1-4.

You not only have to live with yourself but you must also account to the Lord for your business dealings.
When you cheat the poor, you cheat the Lord. Be fair in all your business dealings so that you can have a
clear conscience and not have to be ashamed when you stand before the Lord. Acts 24:16 talks about
having a good conscience. Don't let anyone point his finger at you and say, "He cheated me."

V. God's Goals for Us.

Satan's goal for us is financial bondage. Some folks charge thousands of dollars on their credit cards and then
have to pay payments and high interest for years. They become trapped in financial bondage. God's goal for •
us is financial freedom. Financial freedom can be achieved by following these principles or goals.

1. Have no bills past due. Romans 13:8 teaches?

Keep out of debt and pay your bills promptly. Not paying your bills on time will hinder your Christian
testimony and hurt the cause of Christ.

2. Have no pressure of coming bills because of buying a lot of unnecessary things. I Tim. 6:8 says we should
be satisfied with
Be satisfied with the basic needs of life. Learn to be content with what you have. A person who can't wait
ancLhave it now is immature and undisciplined. Never spend more than you make.

3. Relate your expenditures to God's work and reputation. I Cor. 10:31 tellms .



The important question here is, "How is God's reputation affected?" When you want to buy something,
ask yourself if is ft a basic need. Is ft necessary for the work that God wants us to do? Will He get honor
and glory from it? Is this why I'm buying it? Will ft help me do a better job for Him? This principle can
also be applied to our prayer life and is the secret of getting things from God. Our prayer should be:

"Lord, I am not happy with the way things are going, but if this is what You want then ft is
okay with me. This is Your work and if you feel that I can serve You better without this
item (or new position, etc.), then I will keep going. But I feel that more could be done for
You if I had ft. Provide this item so that more can be done for Your honor and glory."

Relate all your expenditures to God's work and reputation.

4. Make eternal investments. Matt. 6:19 says,

Is your bank account as big in Heaven as ft is down here on earth at the 1st National Bank?

5. Keep business in the right priority. Matthew 6:33 tells us to

What are "all these other things" that will be added? Everything you need to care for your family and serve
God effectively.

VI. Financial Freedom is attained when we properly handle our giving, receiving, and spending.

We need to get our money correctly and spend it wisely.

1. Scriptural Giving (See Prov. 11:24 L.B.)
A. Giving to God our tithes and offerings. II Cor. 9:6-7 teaches

II Cor. 9:8 teaches the result of giving bountifully.

B. Giving to the poor if they don't have the necessities of life. Proverbs 19:18 teaches that

C. Giving towards the needs of other Christians. Romans 12:13 teaches

D. What's the result of giving? Luke 6:38
It's important to settle the question, "Who owns us and our money?" We have been bought with a
price. Everything belongs to Him. We need to give to God first, not waft for Him to give to us and
then give.

2. How should funds be received?
A. Through diligent labor - work. Romans 12:11 says

B. Through creative resourcefulness. Proverbs 31:3 says

C. Through answer to prayer. Give God a chance to provide an ftem before you buy ft. Phil. 4:6 teaches



You could pray, "Lord, I am going to buy a new car in 3 months. If You want to provide one in an
unusual way, do ft. Provide for my needs. If I have to buy ft, provide a good deal."
H e b r e w s 1 1 : 1 6 t e a c h e s _

Wise planning and spending. This involves thinking about how to avoid certain expenses. Managing our
money correctly involves the following principles:
A. Wise planning. What does Luke 14:28-30 teach?

Not using credit cards makes you plan ahead and gives you time to think. Plan a reasonable budget
and stick to it. If we fail to plan we are planning to fail There's a right way to handle money and a
wrong way. When we do things God's way, we have peace and joy and blessing.

B. Building sales resistance. Our whole economy is built on "instant gratification." You can get ft and
you can get ft now. Buy it now and pay later. Put $10.00 down and pay $10.00 till the end of your
life. Avoid the salesman that pushes you to buy it today because you won't get this "good buy"
tomorrow. It's possible to buy too many "good buys." Phil. 4:5 teaches

Phil. 4:11 says
C. Saving. A portion of earnings should be set aside regularly for emergencies. You never know what

kind of hardships the future will bring. Are you prepared? James 4:13-15 teaches

We need to be content until God provides more. Proverbs 13:11 (NTV) says

Being prompt in meeting financial responsibilities and payments. Proverbs 3:28 says

Never put God in a financial corner. To make an expenditure "by faith" and then realize that the
reputation of God will suffer if He doesn't provide the money is actually forcing the hand of God.
Always provide an open alternative rather than limit the way in which God must provide funds, and
thus avoid tempting God. Always make an alternative course. If God doesn't provide the money for
college, I may have to drop out and work for a year. God won't respond when He's put in a financial
corner. What did Satan want to do with Jesus in Matt. 4:6-7?

We can buy and make expenditures and try to make God come through. However, if He doesn't then
there may be a lot of spiritual loss, confusion, and heartaches.
Never borrow money for depreciating items such as cars, appliances, furniture, or vacations. Why
waste money paying interest. When a tight budget is established, there is the fear of unforeseen illness
or expenses which will jeopardize the payment of the current debts.
Never loan other money for non-essentials, but give the basic needs. Borrowing dulls the husband's
husbandry (care of domestic affairs - management). Often a person will request a loan with no
intention or ability or repaying ft. If there is a real need for the basics, consider giving them a gift.
Proverbs 19:11^ says

We are instructed in Romans 12:13 to "distribute to the necessity of the saints." If we loa^to them we
are only making them our servants and increasing their burdens. If they don't have the ability to pay



back, then you make them your servant.
H. Never co-sign for anything (unless you want to lose your money). You may as well give ft away. To

co-sign is to pledge your assets against the debt of another, often with the promise of financial gain.
This is strictly forbidden in Scripture. The words, "surety" and "striking hands" mean co-signing.
What do these verses teach?
P r o v . 6 : 1 - 2 .
You will be snared, trapped, and probably end up losing your money.
Prov. 11:15
You'll end up losing your money because you owe it, not the person that you co-signed for.
Prov. 17:18

I. Get the best buy. Proverbs 20:14 says

Do your homework. Getting a bid for a new roof may bring in three different figures. A little
'Tiagglmg" will bring the price down many times. Watch for sales. Many items don't have to be
bought at the regular price if we waft for ft to go on sale. Pray that ft will go on sale.
Discern needs from wants. When children ask for needs, the parents should provide them if at all
possible. When they ask for wants, the parents should either allow them to work for them or pray that
God will provide them if He chooses. When parents provide the children's wants, future incentive for
work is lost. What three things does I Tim. 6:6-10 teach?
1.

K. Prepare for financial breathing. We never know when we will have a decrease of funds. To prepare
for this, we need to follow the teachings of Phil. 4:12

VII. Determine God's Reasons for Lack of Funds.

1. If there is insufficient money to buy a particular item and God does not seem to supply the funds in any
way, ask these questions.
A. Dolneedft? Why?
B. Is He testing my faith?
C. Did I misspend the money He sent for ft? Maybe God already gave me the money for ft and I spent ft

unwisely.

2. Have we violated God's financial principles?
A. Stinginess. Proverbs 11:24 says

B. Hastiness. Trying to get rich quick. Prov. 28:22 says

C. Stubbornness. Prov. 13:18 says



D. Laziness. Prov. 20:13 says

Proverbs 6:11 says

E. Gluttony or drunkenness. Prov. 23:21 says



3. TEACHING CHILDREN ABOUT TITHING AND FAITH
PROMISE GIVING

L TITHING -GIVING 10% OF YOUR INCOME.

1. Some folks feel that tithing is legalistic. They reason that ft is part of the law and that we are delivered
from the law by Christ. However, ft is a valid Biblical principle apart from the law. It was established as a
principle by God before the law was even given.

A. Genesis 14:18. Who was Melchizedek?

Many scholars believe that Melchizedek was Christ in a preincamate appearance.
B. Genesis 14:20. What did Abraham give him?

These tithes were given about 400 years before the law was given through Moses.

2 . M a l a c h i 3 : 1 0 - 1 1 . W h a t i s t a u g h t ? _

A. Why bring it into the storehouse?

B. What test is suggested?

3. Jesus taught tithing in Matthew 23:23.

A. What did the Pharisees tfthe? (Define.)
M
D
C

B. Why did they tithe these seeds? Leviticus 27:30.

It's a beautiful gesture to give the first fruits of your garden and fruit trees (the best) to the Lord.
When we give, do we give the leftovers or from the best?

C. Jesus purposely named some of the most trifling products of the earth as examples of what they very
seriously tithed. However, they left out the weightier or more important matters of the law which
were: (Matthew 23:23 - Define)
J
M
F

D. Matthew 23:23. Which should they have done, tithed of the most trifling products of the earth or
concentrated on the more important matters of the law?
Neither one should be neglected.



4. One advantage of the "legalistic" habft of tithing is that ft becomes a weekly reminder that all of our
money belongs to God. Notice the warning given to God's children in the Old Testament. In
Malachi 3:11, God says He gave Satan the right to collect His tithe through what?

In those days, everyone tithed. They either tithed to God or to Satan. God would either increase their
income or decrease their bills. Satan would either decrease their income or increase their bills. I wonder if
sometimes Satan didn't let ft build up to earn interest and then he collected ft from their grandchildren.

5. Some believe that the Old Testament principle of tithing is a good guideline and a good place to start
when deterrnining how much to give. However, they ask the question, "Do I tithe on the gross or the net,
if I decide to tithe?" How would you answer that?

What is the principle taught in II Corinthians 9:6?

6. Those who don't believe that 10% or tithing is a New Testament teaching would follow the following
guideline or principles that are taugjbt Some of these guidelines might suggest that we should even give
more than 10%. For example, if they gave 10% in the Old Testament, what would be considered
"generous" in the New Testament? Make sure your gift is not "cheap."

A. Our giving should be systematic. When are we supposed to give? I Cor. 16:1-2.

Where were they to bring the gift on Sunday?
Where do you go to worship on Sunday? Our giving should be regular, consistent, and systematic.

B. Our giving should be practical. How much of their tithes was supposed to be brought into the
storehouse according to Malachi 3:10?
Inthose days the churchacted like the government does today. They handled all the welfare cases.
Ideally, the local church could serve as the storehouse in God's economy today. Then people's tithes
would simply be given to the church. However, in truth, the vast majority of local churches do not
in_iisterf_yinaUtheareastheyd^dinmosedays. Theycan't It wouldn't be practical. Therefore,
to the extent that a church would lack in a specific area of nunistry, a portion of the tfrhe should
probably be gfven to other ministries that are "filling in the gap."
However, there is also the thought that if church members gave more to their local storehouse, their
church could be strengthened more so that the missions budget and help for the needy could be
increased. So what is practical, strengmening the local church or "filling in the gaps" where the local
church is not ministering? The remaining guidelines might give you some help.

C. Our giving should be submissive. What does Hebrews 13:17 teach? .

This gives the idea of "support them and their programs." We have a responsibility to "encourage"
tirem and 'work" with them to get their assignment from God done. We should certainly be their

r̂hends and not entice or fight their programs. IfGod has called them to be our leaders, then weshould also trust them to distribute and manage the funds properly as the leaders did in Acts 6 If we
are always "designating" our gifts, we are controlling instead of subrnftting to their leadership Even
the IRShas made a law stating that church members cannot designate their giving to any project they
wish. Only projects approved by the leaders of the church are tax deductible and the leaders are
instructed by the IRS to publish that, «they have the right to designate any money given to any need
they believe should be met."



Sometimes church members don't have enough information to give to Worthy" causes and waste their
tithes. Sometimes church members want to give to people who have a "need," but what is really
needed is counseling on how to spend their money. Some people may be lacking in funds because they
misspent what God gave them and therefore God is disciplining to teach them some valuable lessons.
Therefore, before we give, we should consult with our leaders for advice and counsel. This is being
"submissive" in our giving.

Our giving should be proportionate. What does I Corinthians 16:2 teach?

We show our gratefulness to God by giving to Him according to the amount of blessings we've
received. How grateful are we? The amount of our giving will reflect our thankfulness.

E. Our giving should be generous. What does H Corinthians 9:6 teach?

What is generous? Is 2% of our income generous? That sounds cheap because God set 10% in the
Old Testament as a starting point. Actually because the church handled the welfare cases the people
were asked to give about 31% of their income when all the required offerings were counted up.

F. Our giving should be done cheerfully. What does II (^rinthians 9:7 teach?

G. Our giving to God should be given first. What does Deut. 26:2 teach?
M a t t h e w 6 : 3 3 ? _ _ _ _ _ ^ _
What's the priority in your life? Does He get the first fruits or the leftovers?

n. FAITH PROMISE GIVING

1. Faith promise means promising God that you are available to be used as a channel for Him to send money
to missions. You promise that any unexpected money He sends your way will be given to missions. You
can't lose! If God doesn't send it, you're not obligated to give it. If He does send ft, you can be part of a
miracle in the work of missions.

2. Here's how ft works! You make a promise to God to give money He surprises you with. If He doesn't
send ft, you are not obligated to give ft. The money must come in unexpected ways such as:
A. You may get a gift of something you had intended to buy, saving you those dollars.

B. Someone may surprise you by paying for a meal or admission to an event.

C. You may find some money somewhere.

D. You may get an item for less than you had planned to pay, saving you money. Sale items that you read
about ahead of time is not faith promise, it's wise shopping. However, if you go to the store intending
to pay a certain amount and all of a sudden they have a blue light special on that item or an in store
special. That savings would be given to faith promise.

3. Faith promise money is money that comes your way that you did not expect. If you had planned to save
money, and you do save that amount, then that doesn't count.

4. What are the benefits of faith promise giving?
A. You will learn about faith firsthand and experience God's provision.
B. He will use you for a channel of His finances.
C. All proceeds should go to missionary projects.



5. How much money should be given to faith promise every year?
A. On January 1 of every year, pray and ask God how much money He will send in to you that year

unexpectedly.
B. Write that figure down and by faith look for ft to come in.

C. If the total amount doesn't come in, you are not obligated to pay ft. However, you may surprise God
by giving Him the difference as a love offering.

D. If the figure is $2000 and more comes in, the extra is yours for being a good steward of God's
unexpected giving to you.

6. Faith promise has nothing to do with you tithing or regular giving. It's over and above what you regularly
give. Faith promise is not *ftghtening your belt" in any way. It's over and above your regular giving. It's
money that comes to you unexpectedly. That's the exciting part - watching God use His resources and you
to meet the needs of missions.

7. Keep a record of all money that comes in this way and give it for missions right away. If we don't, He may
not trust us with more. Get started recording your unexpected financial blessings for missions.



4. HOW TO EXPERIENCE THE ABUNDANT LIFE AND
HANDLE SIN

1. God is loving, merciful, and forgiving. He created us so that He could fellowship with us. That's why He tells
us in I Thess. 5:17 to <
He wants us to talk to Him all day long. What does that mean to you?

2. How is fellowship broken with God?
Psalm 66:18
Isaiah 59:2

3. How can we restore fellowship with Him? I John 1:9

4. The same hand that blesses also disciplines. God wants us to stay under His umbrella of blessing so what does
H e t e l l u s t o d o ? J u d e 2 1 . ,

We have a responsibility not to be at odds with God and continually look for His mercy and forgiveness. That
means confess your sins as soon as the Holy Spirit convicts you of them. That will result in a peaceful,
guilt-free, abundant life.

5. What kind of life does Jesus want us to have? John 10:10

6. In your own words, give several synonyms of "abundant." What does abundant mean?
A . E .
B . F .
C . G .
D . H .

7. When we sin, we rebel against God and decide to take control of our lives. If we let the Holy Spirit control our
lives, what kind of a person will we be? Galatians 5:22-23.

8. God wants us to have a life of joy and victory. What does He expect from us? John 15:8

When people see the fruit of the Holy Spirit in our lives, they will be attracted to the Christian life and say, "I
want that kind of living."

9. How were the early Christians described by their enemies in Acts 17:6?

That means they had an impact on the people that observed them. They were good examples and witnesses
because they were filled with the fruit of the Holy Spirit.

10. If you are living a defeated, fruitless life that lacks purpose and meaning, this lesson will help you to evaluate
yourself.



11. Locate yourself. I Corinthians 2:14-3:3 describes three kinds of people.
(1) The Natural Man - Describe him. I Corinthians 2:14.

A. He does not receive
B. Why?
C. Why can't he know the things of the Spirit?
D.

This man is not a Christian. He does not have the Holy Spirit living inside of him. He does not have
the right glasses so he can't see. The "right glasses" is the Holy Spirit who helps us understand and
see the things of God. How did Jesus describe the Pharisees in Matthew 15:14?

In Matthew 23:16, Jesus said to them, tcWoe unto you, ye blind guides.
E. What does II Peter 1:9 teach?

An unsaved person lacks cleansing for his sins. You must be spiritual to see spiritual things.
F. Talk about abundant life. II Peter 1:3 tells us that when we get saved and receive His Divine Power

(the Holy Spirit), what do we inherit?

God equips His children to be successful and to experience abundant life - life to the full.

2. The Spiritual Man - Describe him in I Corinthians 2:15-16.
A . _

B.

Christians are a puzzle to unbelievers. They don't understand why we can have peace and inner joy
in spite of trials and suffering. They don't understand spiritual things and insights that the Holy Spirit
gives a believer.

C. Verse 16.

He is teachable and is sharing God's wisdom.

The Carnal Man - Describe him in I Corinthians 3:1-5.
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.

The solution for the carnal Christian is found in the power of the Holy Spirit who is able to liberate us
from the vicious power of sin and death.



Jfs~N

H. Who is greater than Satan? I John 4:4
Paul made the discovery that Jesus Christ has set us free from sin. The power of the Holy Spirit is
mine throu î Jesus Christ. When we accept Him, God's Spirit comes into us. We are not able to live
the Christian life through our own efforts.

I. According to Romans 8:7, what is against God? (K.J. version)

12. The Principle of Inhaling and Exhaling:
A. What does I John 1:9 say?
B. If you don't take a bath for 30 days you will have BO (body odor). You will stink physically. If you

don't take a spiritual bath regularly, you will stink spiritually. You will become offensive and abrasive.
People will see that you are doing things in the flesh rather than in the power of the Holy Spirit. Just as we
exhale and inhale physically, so we can exhale and inhale spiritually. What is exhaling and inhaling
a c c o r d i n g t o I J o h n 1 : 9 ? _ _ _ . :

C. Confession suggests agreement with God concerning our sins and it involves:
1. Acknowledging our sins - name them specifically. Agree that they are wrong and grievous to God and

contrary to His Word and His Will.
2. Acknowledging that God has already forgiven our sins - past, present, and future - because of Christ's

death on the cross. There is nothing more that I can do to add to what has already been done for me.
3. Repenting. Changing our attitude toward our sins. There must be a genuine desire to be different

through the power of the Holy Spirit. This will result in a change in my conduct. Instead of doing
what my flesh wants me to do, I now do what God wants me to do. According to Colossians 3:10,
what are we now to do?

13. The Exhaling Exercise.
A. List all your sins on a separate sheet of paper.
B. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you every sin in your life.
C. Write them all down and then write I John 1:9 over them.
D. This list is just between you and God. Tell Him everything that's wrong.
E. After you have prayed, destroy your list and forget the sins.
F. Thank Him for His forgiveness.
G. Satan will try to get you to dwell on past sins - don't.
H. Faith, not pleading or tears or self-imposed spiritual discipline, forgives sins.
I. Restitution may have to be made. Be willing to correct those wrongs that He leads you to correct.

14. Exhaling is confessing or taking a spiritual bath. How often should you confess?

15. God loves us when we obey and disobey. His love is unconditional.
A. A while back I heard a mother in the grocery store scolding her little son. She said, "If you don't obey me,

Jesus won't love you." What's wrong with that theology?

It is possible though to grieve the Holy Spirit by disobeying Him.
B. How much does God love us? John 17:23.
C. How can we guarantee fellowship with God? I John 1:7



D. Accordingto Proverbs 28:13, what happens if we try to cover up our sins?

E. What happens when we pray if we have uncc_fessed sin in our lives?

F. Describe a person who has his sins forgiven. Psalm 32:1-2.

G. What happens in our lives when we refuse to confess our sins? Psalm 32:3-4

H. What happened when we confess our sins? Psalm 32:5

Satan wants us to be in a powerless, useless position and out of fellowship with the Lord because there's great
power in a Christian who is on good terms with God. There's a battle going on between God and Satan. The Bible
encourages Christians to be on the right side by experiencing God's love and forgiveness.



5. EXPERIENCING GOD'S POWER BY BEING FILLED
WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT

Your life can be changed and transformed completely when you find the secret of God's power and how to tap in on
it. This could be the most important discovery of your Christian life. In Matt. 28:19-20, what three things did
Jesus command?

But according to Acts 1:8, they were not to go until what happened?

It isn't you that wins people, it's God's power flowing through you that wins them. If you are not living a
victorious Christian life, you can be! God's power is available to us today. Have you learned to tap in on it?
That's what this lesson is all about. You need to experience ft and then transfer ft to others - teach others to
experience it. The answer to how is found in the following five questions.

1. WHO IS THE HOLY SPIRIT?

A. The Holy Spirit is God, not an "ft" and not a Divine influence.

B. He is not a ghost or a concept. He is God, the third person of the Trinity.

C. He is co-equal with God the Father and God the Son.

D. It's difficult to define the Trinity. Someone has said: 'The man who denies the Trinity will lose his soul.
The man who tries to understand the Trinity will lose his mind."

E. We are finite (measurable, with definable limits) and can't comprehend God who is infinite. He is a spirit.
He can't be seen or touched.

2. WHY DID THE HOLY SPIRIT COME?

A. Why was it necessary for Christ to go away? John 16:7

B. To comfort means to strengthen, to give hope, to cheer, to ease the grief or trouble, to console, to
encourage, to lessen pain, to alleviate grie£ to lift spirits. Think of what the comforter on your bed does for
you. It covers you and protects you from the cold. The Holy Spirit does all these things for us. What does
John 14:16 teach?

C. Where is the Holy Spirit? John 14:17

As soon as we accept Christ, the Holy Spirit comes an lives inside us.



3. WHAT IS THE HOLY SPIRIT'S JOB?

A. IIThess. 2:13

God chose us from the beginning to be saved through the purifying influence of the Holy Spirit. He
convinces us of God's truth.

B. Ephesians 1:14. What part does the Holy Spirit have in our salvation?

When you buy a house, you put down "earnest" money. It's a down payment guaranteeing that you will
buy the house. God gives us the Holy Spirit as a pledge, a foretaste, a first installment, a down payment of
our inheritance until the day when He completes the redemption of what He has paid for as His own.

C. How is one bom again according to John 3:5?
The Holy Spirit enables us to know Christ through the new birth. Water refers to the natural birth and
Spirit refers to the spiritual birth. It's impossible to know Christ apart from the regenerating, transforming
ministry of the Holy Spirit.

D. What is the Holy Spirit's goal? John 16:14

Glorify means to exalt, praise, and honor. When we worship the emphasis should be put on the Son.

E. According to John 16:13, what is the Holy Spirit's job? Does He teach us about Himself?

His job is to teach us about Jesus and things to come. What does a Christian have? I Cor. 2:16.

F. Describe the Holy Spirit's work in Romans 8:26-27.

He asks for us according to the will of God.

G. According to John 16:8, what is His job?

He makes us conscious andjconvinces us of what is sin and what is righteousness. Part of His conviction is
to get us to think of the Day of Judgement when we will be held accountable for everything we have done.
He wants us to live holy, clean, and Oirist-like lives. He wants us to be totally dependent on the Holy
Spirit's power for everything that we do.

H. What does Ephesians 4:30 say we can do to the Holy Spirit?
How do you think you could make the Holy Spirit sad?



4. WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT?

A. The phrase "filled with" means to be controlled and empowered by the Holy Spirit.

B. Since the Holy Spirit came to glorify Christ and is like Christ, to be filled with the Holy Spirit is to be filled
with Christ.

C. If I am filled with the Holy Spirit, I will be abiding in Christ and Christ will be abiding in me.

D. Christ will be walking around in my body and living His supernatural resurrection life in and through me.

E. Look up the following verses and describe the results of being filled with the Holy Spirit.
Gal. 5:22-23

F. The Holy Spirit comes into your life when you accepted Jesus as your personal Savior. What did He do
according to I Cor. 12:13?
This was a once for all experience.

G. However, Ephesians 5:18 says _
Being filled with the Spirit is not a once for all experience. The Greek word means be constantly and
continually filled, controlled and empowered by the Holy Spirit as a way of life.

H. What must a Christian do to self? John 12:24-26
Gal. 2:20 also explains what a Christian must do to self.
Dying to self desires and praying, "Not my will but Thine be done" is God's desire for us. I cannot control
myself and be controlled by the Holy Spirit at the same time, so I must give Him the control of my life if I
want to live a victorious Christian life and be useful to the max.

5. WHAT HAS GOD GIVEN US TO MAKE OUR LIVES MEANINGFUL AND PURPOSEFUL?

A. What does God give every Christian? I Peter 4:10

B. Who decides what spiritual gifts people get? I Cor. 12:11. Romans 12:3

C. Why were the gifts given? Eph. 4:12.

D. Does every Christian have the same gift? Romans 12:6.
God has given each of us different gifts so that we can minister and help each other. The mature person
doesn't think of himself, he thinks of helping others. Life becomes meaningful, purposeful, fulfilling, and
full of joy as we help others. Joy comes when we exercise our spiritual gifts in the Body of Believers.



6. HOW TO DETERMINE RIGHT CONDUCT AND WHAT
IS BEST FOR ME.

1. Many times young Christians ask, "What's wrong with doing ?" That's the wrong question to
ask. As a Christian, we ought to be asking, "What's right with ft or what is God's best for me?" There's good,
better, and best. Do you want God's best for your life? This lesson is designed to help you find God's best
principles of conduct so that vou can apply them to any questionable action or activity. What does James 1:5
t e a c h ? S ^ j ^ j ^ J ^ A . , , j * 1 * ^ L ^ ^ / L a j f L A * J u > & > u j ^ / ^ f j j J ^ ^ j t ~ < < f + « ~

2. Do you really want to know what's right? Do you really want to do what's right? The following principles
will help you and guide you to choose correctly. Is this a good formula to follow: 'Svhen in doubt, do it
anyway"? Why? T)^i 0J- i+U>Jt>yt<i^ ^StnrtJtjM*^*^ s&L, u>~h^>-*c4L .

Guideline #1 - Why do you want to do this?
What is your motivation? Is this really God's Will for your life and the best for you? Who else could you ask
that might give you some insights and show you any blind spots you may have? CXA££JLamu>u&<isthat might give you some insights and show you any blind spots yc

Guideline #2 - Does it have a worldly association?
What does James 4:4 teach? ^ /Uj l^aRJ^ ^^ ^ j f^ u j+JU^l . -JLd>*J

Guideline #3 - Does it cause you to lose control of yourself?
A. Only the Holy Spirit should control us. What does Ephesians 5:18 teach? ~&st-xjf~ fijL dsiu^uft.

nean to be drunk with me Holy SpirWhat does it mean to be drunk with me Holy Spirit? /r^ £>a-x

Some activities have more danger associated with them than others and should be labeled "doubtful
activities" or "questionable activities." Beware - be on guard. For example:

(1) Drinking has led some to drunkenness. Loss of control in this area can lead to shame, violence,
addiction, even death.

(2) Drugs not only take away self control but in some cases give you a high that makes you feel you
can do impossible things. The result many times is addiction, shame, and tragedy.

(3) Gambling can get you 'hooked" to the point that you are obsessed with winning. Some gambling
casinos hire real estate lawyers who are on the premises if you want to sign over your house and do
more gambling when you run out of money.

(4) The list can go on and on to caffeine, self ambition, smoking, etc.
B. The first question a Christian should ask himself is, "Why do I want to participate in activities that are

questionable, doubtful, and possibly harmful to me?" What advice and warnings are in the following
verses?
I Thess. 5:22
G a l a t i a n s 5 : 1 9 _ _

C. There are many doubtful and questionable things that can harm the body. That's why ft's not the best
to make lists. Some of us have more self control than others, so the Holy Spirit may give us more



liberty in some of these areas. A methodical, concerned Christian will evaluate his personal
weaknesses and will heed the caution signs as well as the guidelines found in this lesson. What do the
following verses teach?
Gal. 5:13

Gal. 5:16 - What does it mean to walk in the flesh?

Gal. 5:16 - What does ft mean to walk in the Holy Spirit?

Guideline #4 - Who is affected by what you feel is okay to do? Are others hurt of helped?
A. Wmyouractivfiyhurtycwweakerbrother? Are others hurt or helped? Who is watching? Whatdoes

Romans 14:1 teach?
How do you accept your weaker brother who has a more sensitive conscience than you itagHt have?

Could it be possible that the weaker brother who has a weaker conscience that doesn't allow him to
participate in questionable or doubtful activities is really the wiser brother? Just because he abstains from
these activities may not mean he is weaker. He may have more of a dedication to the Lord and want to
avoid worldly associations. Also, could the Lord have removed the desire to do certain things?
K C o r . 5 : 1 7 s a y s _ _ .

Could it be possible that because he is a leader in the Body, he simply chooses to abstain so he can
participate, not in good things, or better things, but in the best things. He may be concerned about the
teaching in James 3:1

He may have a wife who has a more sensitive conscience and she is the weaker sister, so to keep the peace,
he abstains.

B. According to Romans 15:1-3, what responsibilities do stronger Christians have?
(D ______
(2)

C. What caution is given to strong Christians in I Cor. 8:9?

It's possible to wound someone's weak conscience. Your participation in something that he feels is a sin
may cause him to participate in ft too, and sin. When we say to our weaker brother, '̂ what's wrong with
doing that?" it's possible to embolden him to do whatever he knows is wrong to do. The obstacle or
stumbling block could be your participation in an activity that he considers wrong to do, or that might
weaken him spiritually. If we only had ourselves to worry about, that would be one thing, but what does
Romans 14:7 remind us?

D. Others are always affected by what we do and must be considered. What does Romans 14:20 teach?

It's possible to become selfish and stubborn and decide to do what we want to do and then destroy the work



that God is trying to do in others.
When we are contemplating participating in a doubtful or questionable activity where do we go for advice?
Are we paying attention to experienced Christian counselors who have seen and helped others that had
domestic discord, fighting, and heartache in families? Are we listening to health reports that tell us about
shortness of breath, throat cancer, liver diseases, re?aratory problems, etc.? If our contemplative actions
have a chance of hurting someone else spiritually, what should we be willing to do? Romans 14:15,21

F. Who are we trying to please? What instruction did Paul stress in I Thess. 4:1?

What must each of us do some day? Romans 14:12

G. What could you lose by participating in an activity -that is not pleasing to the Lord or that is doubtful or
questionable to another Christian?
R o m a n s 1 4 : 1 0 —
R o m a n s 1 4 : 1 6 .

H. If the Holy Spirit gfves you more liberty in certain areas of conduct, what does Romans 14:22 remind us to
be cautious about?

I. Although the Scriptures don't teach total abstinence in some activities, every Oiristian is asked to abstain
in certain situations for the sake of others. The one who wants God's best for his life will say, "When in
doubt, I won't." As far as our actions toward those who do not live by Scriptural standards, what do these
verses tell us to do?
Eph.5:ll
H Cor. 6:14
Matt. 5:13-16
Gal. 5:13

Guideline #5 - What will your actions do to your body? Will ft help or hurt it?
A. How is the Christian's body described in I Cor. 6:19?
B. What kind of an attitude do you express when you discuss questionable, doubtful activities? Young

Christians or carnal ones have a tendency to say, ''What's wrong with ft?" Should we grow to the place
where we say, **What's right with ft?" What are we as Christians to avoid?
I S a m . 1 5 : 2 3 ;

C o l . 3 : 5 - 1 0 . _ _ _

C. What does your action lead to? What happens to you when you participate in this activity? Do you get
violent? Do you lose control of yourself? Do you sleep in on Sunday mornings and skip church? What
instruction does Hebrews 10:25 give us?



D. What also is going on while you participate in this activity. List some improper actions for God's people.

Eph. 5:3-4

E. Notice that verse 4 says that the proper place to be for a Christian is where thanksgiving is expressed.
Where do you think that is?

F. What should be our goal? Eph. 5:10

G. What should be the Christian's response to the fruitless deeds of darkness?

Eph. 5:11
Eph. 5:12
Eph. 5:15

Guideline #6 - Where will you be when you are doing this activity?
A. Where are you and with whom? That makes a different according to the foUc>vWngveree^

Psalm 106:35-39 - After they mingled with the heathen, what happened?

Proverbs 4:26-27 gives us a guideline of where to go.

It should be obvious that some places are "out of bounds" for the wise Christian.

Guideline #7 - When do we want to do this activity?
A. How should we spend our time? Eph. 5:16 _

B. The world enjoys partying, reveling, and carousing. The whole emphasis is on "self." The Christian's
concern is to use the time that God has allotted to him in a wise manner. When will you be participating in
this activity? Is ft when reasonable people are asleep? Most crimes are done at night. Why is this true?
I Thess. 5:5

C. We as Christians don't belong to the "night life" group. Many girls get into trouble because they are in the
wrong place and accept a ride home at midnight or 2:00 AM. When we choose to do our activity, might
have a great deal of bearing on what happens to us. What does John 3:19-20 teach?

Why do you suppose that they turn the lights down in bars and night clubs?

D. Even when we choose to work, if we have a choice, influences our spiritual development Satan has a way
of dangling the "ideal" job in front of us that requires working on Sunday and missing church. Write out
the warning in Hebrews 10:25

Why is regular church attendance so important?



E. Romans 14:12 tells us that someday we will have to give an aco>unt of ourselves to God. Whatdoyou
t h i n k w e w i l l h a v e t o a c c o u n t f o r s o m e d a y ? .

Guideline #8 - How much are we participating in this activity?
A. How much are we taking in? How much are we corisuming? Sometimes things in themselves are not

v ^ o n g , i t * s m e w r o n g u s e o f t h m g s o r w h a t a c T i t t i W o u l d y o u t a k e j u s t a
"little" poison? Let's take dunking wine for example: Some Christians are quick to point out the we can
d r i n k i t b u t n o t t o _ I T i m . 3 : 8 .

B. They also pointout that I Tim. 3:3 says that you can drmkftbutwearenottobeadcUctedtoit. Can you
do that? Some people may be able to because they are strong enougjb, but others become violent after even
one drink. Others are weak and one leads to many. Some point out that Paul said to Timothy in
I T i m 5 : 2 3 : —
Paul was encouraging Timothy to take a little wine for medicinal purposes here. When you take rrusdicme,
do you take the wholebottle or a spoon full? If too much of anything is involved, what can it lead to
a c c o r d i n g t o I J o h n 5 : 2 1 ? _ — _ -
We must avoid wanting things so much that they become an "idol" to us, or an obsession. *T ha_to have
it." Some things can lead us into slavery. An idol is anything that takes the place of God. An idol is an
object of passionate devotion. If an activity begins to capture all of our energies, time, money, love,
emotions, or brain, it becomes our idol. What does Phil. 4:5 teach about *1iow much*?

These are God's success principles of conduct for Christians to help them derenriine to do what is right. What
reminder does Phil 4:5b give us cOTcerning why we should be concerned about right conduct in our lives?

When the Lord returns, what will He find us doing?



7. GOD'S PRINCIPLES OR LAWS THAT GOVERN ALL
AMBIGUOUS SITUATIONS.

There are certain actions in the Bible that are approved and some that are condemned, but the Scriptures don't
specifically cover every situation that we find ourselves in. For that reason, God gave us certain principles in His
Word that would govern those kinds of situations. These principles are the laws that govern all situations that are
ambiguous and that are not covered by direct statements in Scripture.

1. The Law of Liberty - "I am free!"

A. We are not governed by a list of rules or external laws of any kind. Gal. 5:1 says

Paul is saying to them, "Don't fall backwards, don't get involved again in bondage. You're free from all
these Jewish laws. Why should you put this kind* of burden on yourself again - bondage, chains of
slavery?" Gal. 5:13 says

The purpose of the law was to bring us to Jesus. Now we have freedom in Christ. Paul says, "Don't let
anyone tie you down to a set of rules. We are not governed by a list of rules or external laws of any kind.
We are governed by an inner law of freedom that comes from the Holy Spirit who lives inside of us."
Therefore, we need to keep in step with the Holy Spirit and He will tell us what we can or cannot do. Since
the Holy Spirit controls us, we don't need a set of rules to control us. The law of liberty says to us that we
can do anything that is not specifically forbidden in Scripture, if those things don't fulfill the lusts of the
flesh. The Holy Spirit will make us comfortable when we're doing what He wants us to do and He will
make us uncomfortable when we're doing what He doesn't want us to do. He will also put "doubt" in our
minds and we will ask our counselors, "Do you think it's okay for a Christians to ."
What do you think of this principle: "When in doubt, do ft!"?

When there's doubt, we need to do more homework.

B. There are some dangers involved in practicing the law of liberty.
1. Romans 6:1 says

Just because we have the freedom to do some things, doesn't mean that we can sin more. In
Romans 6:1 there were some who were teaching, "Go ahead and sin all you want. In fact, the more
you sin, the more grace and forgiveness you'll get from God. So by sinning a lot, you'll actually be
doing God a favor." No, the law of liberty doesn't give me the license to sin. Write out Gal. 5:13
again.

2. We could say we have liberty and we're free to do anything and then do too much. Excess behavior.
Going to the extreme could hinder our testimony and God's work. Phil. 4:5 says

'The Lord is at hand" should make us think and sober us up a bit to the seriousness of our actions.
Some day we will have to give an account of all we did.

3. We could become proud of our liberty and say, "I'm strong. I can handle ft. I know when to stop. I'll
never go too far." Famous last words.

C. In summary, the law of liberty
1. Gives me the right to choose my behavior in areas not clearly defined by the Word of God.



2. I am released to be "inner directed" by me Holy Spirit ram
up by men.

3. Almou^ I am free, I must be careful not to
4. Nor should I enjoy my freedom if it's going to hurt my Christian brother or cause him to stumble.

2. The Law of Love - aI abstain for some good reasons, to help a fellow Christian."

A. Romans 14:1 describes the weaker brother, whose conscience will not allow him to participate in some
things that you think are okay to do. He feels strongly that if he did these things, he would sin.

B. Read Romans 14:14-22. In our day, doubtful activities might be smoking, drinking, rock concerts, short
skirts, drugs, movies, or TV. In those days it was:
1. Which days should we celebrate as holy days.

2. Idol worsnippers would buy meat and put it in front of the idol as they bowed down to ft to pray before
ft.

3. These idols got hungry and so these people would bring them T-bone steaks. Then since the idols
didn't eat them, they were collected and taken to the local butcher shop and sold cheap at a discount.

4. Some Christians said, "Why not, nothing is wrong wf_ the steakjust because the idol mdn'tea^ I
can. Why pay twice as much for meat when I can buy ft at half price."

5. But, some weaker brothers felt that idol worship was so disgusting that the stores ought to be
boycotted. So their position was that no Christian should participate in this activity. That's similar to
Christians today who say, "Let's not eat in a restaurant where they serve liquor," or, "Let's not
patronize a restaurant that does business on Sunday," or, "Let's not buy a Sunday newspaper."

C. Some guidelines for stronger Christians:
1. Romans 14:1 tells us to our weaker brother and not look down on him for

his sensitive conscience.
2. Don't argue with him.
3. Don't try to get him to exercise the freedom you have.
4. Be careful you don't embolden him to do what he feels is wrong to do because he feels it's a sin.
5. In some cases, "do your thing." Practice your freedom in private. Romans 14:22 says

Don't broadcast it. Do it and keep quiet about it.
6. In some cases you could "do your thing," but very carefully explain the freedom Scriptures to the

weaker brother. Sometimes if you don't practice the liberty you have in Christ, your weaker brother
will not learn that Christians are free and that there is a law of liberty.

7. In some cases we should decide not to do "our thing" for the weaker brother's sake if ft will distress
him and cause him to fall away.

8. But, you don't abstain just because your weaker brother gets offended. Some folks are offended
quickly and by many things. Some may be against just about everything there is to do. Some
extremists even abstain from eating a peanut butter and jelly sandwich because the seed is mixed.
(Lev. 19:19 - They were not to mix the seed.)

9. You want to be careful that you don't let the whims or convictions or expectations of other people
direct you. That's psychologically unhealthy - to be under the control of others. It's the Holy Spirit
that should control us.



10 Causing a persion to stumble carries the idea of not getting up again. This is stronger than having a
weaker brother judge us because they were offended. You could cause him to stumble if you set youR
weaker brother up to sin. One way is to say to him, "It's okay to do this. Everybody does it 111 bet
even then Pastor does ft." But the problem is, he thinks it's wrong and if you come along and
embolden him and encourage him to do something he feels is wrong, you are causing him to stumble.
If he goes ahead and follows your advice and does what he feels is wrong, he is sinning, and he will be
led astray by you. So we need to evaluate, will our weaker brother fall flat on his face and not beable
to get up again, will he simply be offended, or will he be encouraged to sin?

11 Sometimes the mature Christian needs to evaluate, k is worth h even to ofrend a weaker brother?
sometimes ft's wiser to abstain, simply to keep the peace (especially when the weaker brother is your
spouse), sometimes ft's even wiser to go along with the rules of a legalistic church that God has called
you to join, simply because some of the other things that are happening are more important for God s
work than making aftssue out of the law of liberty.

3. The Law of Expediency - Sometimes I abstain for some good reasons, to help an unsaved person. This is
the law that says, "I need to keep the issues dear."

A. In your own words, what does I Cor. 10:23 mean?

Paul was saying to them, "You are certainly free to eat food offered to idols if you want to. It's not against
God's laws to eat such meat, but that doesn't mean that you should go ahead and do it." It may be
perfectly legal, but ft may not be best and most helpful. All things are lawful but all things are not
expedient.

B. What's the teaching in I Cor. 10:24?

We are not to look out only for ourselves. We are to look out for the good of others. The selfish life says,
"I have the ri^ht to do what I please and when I feel like ft, I'll do ft." The spiritual person is
"others-centered."

C. The law of expediency says, "I need to keep the issues clear." What an unsaved person needs is Jesus,
therefore, I may abstain for some good reasons, to help an unsaved person come closer to the Lord.

D. Christ is the issue for an unbeliever, not drinking, smoking, abortion, movies, etc. We don't need to harp
on these things. He needs to be changed inside and then his outward actions will change. You don't take
oranges and tie them to an apple tree and say, "That's an orange tree."

E. Don't make an issue out of something that is not an issue in the life of an unbeliever, unless he creates an
issue. Paul is saying in these vers t̂hat if an unbeliever serves you and says, "I'm going to serve you with
meat offered to a heathen god, are you going to eat ft?" Then he has created an issue. Say, "No" and deal
with the heathen god. The law of expediency deals with our interpersonal relationships with the world and
unbelievers and the issue for every unbeliever is only Jesus. Do you believe He is the Son of God? Have
you received Him as your personal Savior?

F. Which will you choose to do? The good, the better, or the best thing?



8. TEACHING CHILDREN WHY CHRISTIANS SUFFER
AND HOW TO HANDLE SUFFERING

Why is there so much suffering, pain, and sorrow in the world? When you are able to answer this question and
accept God's answer, you will have:

1. Peace in your heart,
2. Purpose in your life,
3. Life with meaning, and
4. Effective service with others.

It would be easy for God just to take us home to Heaven when we accept Him as our personal Savior. Why
doesn't He do that?

It's the same reason a person normally doesn't die at six years of age. That child is just beginning his life. He has
a whole life time of experiences, adventures, and lessons to learn as well as service to complete that God has
assigned to him. He has contributions to give to mankind, society, his church, and to his family.

God wants us to contribute to His work and master plan. One of the ways we can do this is through suffering.
What two things has God assigned to us and expect from us? Philippians 1:29.
and

1. What did Jesus teach His disciples concerning Himself? Mark 8:31

The darkest hour that ever struck this sinful world is when Jesus died on the cross. He suffered agony and pain
that we will never understand or ever experience - even from His lips came the words, "My God, my God, why
hast Thou forsaken me?" But God had a purpose in it just as there is a purpose in your suffering. Out of that
darkest hour comes the world's brightest light and our fondest hope. God wasn't absent when Christ died. God
was present. He was there. God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself. God was bringing sinful man
into fellowship with Himself.

Read the Easter story in Luke 24:13-26. The disciples told Jesus of all that had happened (His death and
resurrection). What question did Jesus ask them in vs. 25-26?

The answer of course is "yes." It was necessary. God planned it. It had to be, because man was and is sinful.
Just as it was necessary for Christ to suffer, so it is necessary for us, too, to suffer.

3. The question many ask is, "Is suffering caused because I have sinned?"

A. Sometimes yes. If you cut your arm of£ God will forgive you but you must suffer the consequences of
your stupid act. Any other examples?

B. However, suffering may come because God is giving you an opportunity to testify of your faith through
suffering. When suffering comes we should ask, "What is God up to now?" How does He want me to use
these trials to glorify Him?

C. Suffering may be allowed to change our character. When ft comes, we should ask ourselves, "What may
be missing in our characters that God wants to improve?" God's goal for us is what? I Thess. 4:3



Sanctification means becoming more and more like Jesus.

D. Sometimes God has a special purpose for people who suffer. (Why are some people blind or crippled,
etc.?) What question did the disciples ask in John 9:1-3?

What was Jesus' answer?

His blindness was allowed to bring glory to God.

4 . W h a t k i n d s o f g i f t s d o e s G o d s e n d ? J a m e s 1 : 1 7 . a n d
Have you ever thought of suffering as a good and perfect gift sent to you from God for a purpose?

5. God may want to strengthen our faith through suffering. In your own words, explain the definition of faith
mentioned in Heb. 11:1

Physical exercise gives us strength. We must use our bodies and muscles as well as our minds, in order to
develop them to the highest point of service. This is also true of faith. The faith that is not exercised will not
grow. A faith that is not tried will never be strong.

Faith is believing what we can't see and understand. So, the very fact that you can't understand why God deals
with you in the way in which He does, is for the very purpose of making you exercise your faith. If we could
understand all of God's dealings, we wouldn't need faith.

6. Romans 8:28 says, "All things work together for good (Add "eventually" in there.) to them that
and to them who

Now look at Romans 8:29. God wants us to be conformed (made like)
God wants us to be like Jesus. If we are going to be like Him, then we must suffer pain, trials, and sorrow as
He did. No believer will be like Christ without these experiences.

7. Sometimes God allows us to suffer to purify our lives. What does I Peter 4:12-13 teach about suffering?
A.
B.
C.
D.
Steel is iron plus fire.
Soil is rock plus crushing.
Our Christian life is faith plus suffering if we are to be what God wants us to be. Through the fire, God will
purify and perfect us.

8. Suffering may be allowed to teach us patience. What did Paul teach about suffering in Rom. 5:3-5?

Paul was able to say that he rejoiced in tribulations because he had advanced so far in his Christian experience.
What three things does tribulation produce?
A.
B.
C.
Patient is learned by enduring hardships. Caution: If you pray for patience, God may send you suffering.



Someftf the most patient Christians that you will ever meet are those that have suffered the most.

9. Some wonder why God disciplines His own children while many times the unsaved have no problems. Why do
you think that may be so?

S r WWhat waslpavid puzzled about in Ps. 73:1-26?

What conclusion did he come to in Ps. 73:17-20?

When God leaves us alone and doesn't visit us with difficulties, testings, and trials, we may be sure that our life
is barren.

"Only sunshine all the time,
only makes a desert."

The best apples that are crisp and crunchy are grown in the northern states where there is cold weather. We
need clouds, dark days, storms, and rain just as much as we need the sunshine. These develop our character.
God's Word says that we will experience suffering, trouble, and tribulation. If your trouble hain't arrived yet,
cheer up, ft's on its way.

10. What encouragement is given to us in Romans 8:16-17?

II Timothy 2:12?

11. What three things had Paul learned? PH//. 4-* //-/3
A.
B.
C.
What Paul means in these verses is that he has learned to accept the "ups" and "downs" of life. He knew how
to react when things went smoothly and when things got rough. Paul had learned the secret of facing life's
situations either in plenty or in poverty. It's not what God sends that matters so much, it's our reaction to what
He sends that's important Strong tough steel is made in a furnace. There can be no wine until the grapes are
crushed.

12. Suffering can be likened to a detour sign. We don't like to take the detour. It's inconvenient, bumpy, and
rough, but it's necessary. A little pain on the detour helps to avoid a lot of misery. Life is full of detours. To
us they may be a nuisance, but if we could see ahead, we would see the importance and necessity of them. Why
were we called? I Peter 2:21.

13. There are blessing for those who suffer. Jacob wrestled with an angel and would not let him go unless he
blessed him. In the same manner, we need to learn to take, to accept, and to endure suffering and from it all, to
be able to find the lessons that God has for us and the blessings. What promise do we have in Romans 8:37?

14. What does Is. 55:8 teach?



Sometimes we just don't understand.

I do not know why oft' round me,
My hopes all shattered seem to be;
God's perfect plan I cannot see,
BUT SOMEDAY I'LL UNDERSTAND!

Someday He'll make ft plain to me;
Someday when I His face shall see,
Someday from tears I shall be free,
FOR SOMEDAY I'LL UNDERSTAND!

When suffering comes we may try to evaluate and ask WHY? However, we should also ask WHAT? What is
God up to? What is missing in my character that needs improving. HOW? How can I iise this suffering to
witness and glorify God? This attitude will bring peace to our heart, purpose in our life, life with meaning, and
prepare us for more effective service with others.

20 Reasons Why God Allows Us To Suffer:
1. He child-trains us = chastisement.
2. To silence Satan.
3. To make us like Jesus - conformed to His image.
4. To make us appreciative.
5. To teach us to depend up on God.
6. To strengthen our faith.
7. To purify our lives.
8. To teach us patience.
9. To make us sympathetic to others who suffer.
10. To make us and keep us humble.
11. To glorify God.
12. To teach us to pray.
13. To give us an opportunity to be a testimony for Him.
14. To prove the sufficiency of God's grace to us.
15. To develop stalwart Christian character.
16. To prepare the Christian for service.
17. To be fit to reign with Him.
18. To bring us closer to God.
19. To keep us in His will.
20. Because it is God's will for our lives.

Are you ready to pray this prayer?

Lord, thank you for the understanding and insights that you give us about suffering because we have the
Holy Spirit in our lives to teach us. Help us to respond correctly to suffering when it comes so that we can
glorify Your name and be good witnesses, demonstrating the power of God.

Help us not only to ask '*why" when suffering comes, but also to ask, "What am I supposed to learn and
how am I supposed to change?"

Thank you for Jesus who suffered tar more than we will ever suffer, so that we could inherit eternal life
freely without any work.

Thank you that through understanding suffering we can experience a meaningful, purposeful, quality life
here on earth.
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