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20 Truths from Pioneering Movements by Steve
Addison
Jesus founded the greatest movement this world has ever seen. How do we join in? | Ed Stetzer  [ posted

11/25/2015 ]

Today, I'm featuring a new book by Steve Addison called Pioneering Movements. Steve leads MOVE, a mission

agency dedicated to multiplying disciples and churches — everywhere. He is also the author of three books on

movements: Movements that Change the World, What Jesus Started, and his newest one, which we're featuring

today.

I'm thankful for Steve, and I hope you're helped by the 20 truths from his book we're sharing today. The numbers in parentheses are the

page numbers.

1. Jesus founded the greatest movement this world has ever seen. That movement has at its heart the multiplication of disciples and

churches — everywhere. (7)

2. We may know how to motivate and exhort, but not how to train and to do. So the people we lead are passive or guilt-ridden. I tell pastors,

if you exhort your people without training them, you’re setting them up for failure and guilt. You’re also creating a dependency relationship in

which you, as the professional, do the ministry on their behalf. (14)

3. Methods matter. They have to be simple but profound. Teaching every believer to share their story is simple and easy. And it’s profound.

Every believer has a story and stories touch the heart in a way that arguments never can. (18)

4. The book of Acts is not about how good the apostles were. It’s not about the mission of the church. Acts is about the ongoing ministry of

Jesus, the Risen Lord (19)

5. It’s not about us — our church, our missional community. It’s not about our methods and strategies. It’s not about our creative

imagination. It’s not even about movement pioneers. It’s about God and what he has done through Jesus. It’s about the power of the Holy

Spirit and his dynamic Word. (21)

We may know how to motivate and exhort, but not how to train and to do.

6. There is no other mission than that of Jesus Christ, God’s Son sent to save a lost world through his sacrifice and resurrection. The exalted

Lord Jesus still leads the way through the Holy Spirit. (23)

7. The unique role of the Twelve and Paul as authoritative witnesses ended with them and the writing of the New Testament. Yet Jesus

continues to call pioneers to lead his people into the fullness of what it means to be a missionary movement. (28)

8. Peter preached the first missionary message in Jerusalem to the pilgrims gathered from around the world. He told them the last days had

http://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2015/november/20-truths-from-pioneering-movements-by-steve-addison.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2015/november/20-truths-from-pioneering-movements-by-steve-addison.html
https://twitter.com/movementsnet
http://www.amazon.com/Pioneering-Movements-Leadership-Multiplies-Disciples/dp/0830844414/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1448290446&sr=8-1&keywords=pioneering+movements
http://www.movenetwork.org/
http://www.movements.net/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0830836594/worldchangers-20


02/12/2015, 1:28 p.m.20 Truths from Pioneering Movements by Steve Addison | The Exchange | A Blog by Ed Stetzer

Page 2 of 3http://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/channel/utilities/print.html?type=article&id=132489

begun. The restoration of Israel had begun. The Spirit had been poured out as promised by the prophet Joel. Now was the time to repent.

(34)

9. Jesus unleashed something totally new in human history—a missionary movement that had the whole world in its sites. (46)

10. The Christian movement has two structures: the local church and the missionary band. A local congregation is comprised of anyone who

is a follower of Jesus Christ. Joining a missionary band requires a second commitment to the task of the missionary band. (49)

11. There are two equal and opposite errors in structuring the relationship between the churches and the missionary bands. On one side,

either party attempts to dominate or control the other. On the other side, either one party or both seeks to live an independent existence.

The solution to these extremes is an interdependent relationship expressed in partnership for mission. (50)

12. Partnership occurs when local churches and apostolic bands affirm the legitimacy and unique contribution of the other. The pioneers seek

out unreached fields. The churches release resources and people for that purpose. (52)

13. The key to achieving “no place left” is the development of leadership at every level of a movement. By leadership I mean, not someone

who occupies a position, but someone who makes things happen. (69)

14. A Seed Sower is a disciple who obeys Jesus’ command to spread the gospel. Every believer should be a seed sower. (71)

15. Church Planters are Seed Sowers who have learned how to make disciples and plant churches. (73)

16. Church Multipliers are Church Planters who have learned how to start churches that reproduce generations of new churches. (78)

17. Multiplication Trainers are Church Multipliers who have learned how to equip other church multipliers to achieve third and fourth

generation churches. (81)

18. Most churches are not ready to totally embrace disciple making movements. Some churches can’t make the full transition, but are willing

to support church planters or cross-cultural workers who are. Other churches are ready to send a team/s into their communities to start

disciple making movements. 108)

19. Paul did not take the gospel to the whole province of Asia on his own. He was based in Ephesus, where he was teaching every day. It was

Epaphras who established churches west in the neighboring cities of Laodicea, Hierapolis, and Colossae in the Lycos valley (Col 1:3-8; 2:1;

4:13). (109)

20. It has to be a work of God. The best you can do in managing change and training is not enough. God has to link the right people at the

right time. He must initiate and sustain the work. (109)
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