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The State of Washington and the Hyogo 
Prefecture in Japan established a sister state 
relationship in 1963.  Since then, mutual 
exchanges have developed across a variety of 
fields including education, culture and the 
economy.  At a commemoration in 2003 of the 

40th anniversary of the Hyogo/Washington sister-
state relationship the Governors of Hyogo  
and Washington made a commitment to form a 
relationship between the American Society for 
Public Administration and a policy studies 
association in Hyogo. 
 
The ASPA National Council, at its subsequent 
semi-annual meeting, officially selected the 
Evergreen Chapter to proceed with the 
establishment of a structure and relationship with 
the Hyogo Administrative Policy Studies 
Association (HAPSA).  This became the first 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between 
an ASPA chapter and an international affiliate.  
 
The official agreement was signed on October 8, 
2003 at the Evergreen State College in Olympia.  
Dr. Mary Van Verst, Immediate Past President of 
the Evergreen Chapter serves as the primary 
representative of the secretariat 
(vanverst@comcast.net).  Our institutional partner 
representative is Dr. Larry Geri, Director of the 
Masters in Public Administration Program at The 
Evergreen State College (geril@evergreen.edu). 

The Evergreen Chapter and the Hyogo 
Administrative Policy Studies Association 
maintain Internet websites.  Each website has 
information about the ASPA/HAPSA MOU and 
contains links to one another as well as the 
national ASPA website.  The HAPSA website is 
available in both English and Japanese. 
 
 
 
Evergreen Chapter 
www.aspaonline.org/evergreen 
 
 
HAPSA 
http://www2.ocn.ne.jp/~policy/toppage-e.htm 
 
 
HAPSA has a 
membership of about 
1,500 people, including 
officials of the Hyogo 
Prefecture and municipalities in Hyogo. 
 
The MOU with HAPSA serves as a catalyst for 
increasing a knowledge base (Goal 2) with the two 
organizations sharing resources and acting as 

resources for one another; making information 
available (Goal 4) through the PA TIMES and 
respective websites; and increasing international 
and national chapter-specific membership (Goal 
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5).  Important for the Evergreen Chapter and the 
Hyogo Prefecture, the ASPA/HAPSA MOU also 
furthers the objectives of the sister-state 
relationship (agreement) between the Hyogo 
Prefecture and Washington State. 
 
Ongoing activities include exchanges of 
information about events, and of publications by 
the respective organizations and members.  
ASPA’s conference papers are annually supplied 
to HAPSA, which are translated into Japanese by 
HAPSA’s committed volunteer staff.  Members of 
each organization have written articles for the 
other’s journals or newspapers, and each 
organization informs the other of local and 
regional events. 
 
HAPSA established a subsidy program for its 
members who wish to attend the ASPA 

conference, to apply for a subsidy of 150,000 JPY 
to cover the cost of registration and travel.  Since 
2004 Dr. Masatomi Funaba, Dr. Matsuyo Makino, 
Dr. Taisaboro Nakanou, and Ms. Noriko Tanaka 
have attended ASPA conferences.  Their visits to 
the United States have included additional 
meetings in Washington State with local officials 
on subjects of mutual interest to our sister-states.  
These discussion sessions were organized by 
members of the ASPA Evergreen Chapter in 
conjunction with the Hyogo Business and Cultural 
Center (HBCC) in Seattle. 
 
Progress and sustainability of the MOU is 
evidenced by a growing collaboration between the 
University of Hyogo (UH) and the Daniel J. Evans 
School of Public Affairs at the University of 
Washington.  Exchanges began when Dr. Makino, 
who was then the director of the Graduate School 
of Economics, UH, and seeking partner 
institutions for a prospective new program in 
public policy, visited the Evans School before 
returning to Japan from the 2005 ASPA 

conference in Milwaukee.  At a meeting with 
Dean and Professor Sandra O. Archibald and the 
directors of research and education programs, 
ideas were discussed for future collaborations. 
 
In September 2005, Dean Archibald, during her 
visit to Kobe on Governor Gregoire’s  trade 
mission as a representative of the University of 
Washington, was welcomed by Professor 
Sakamoto, Vice President and Director of the 
Center for International Relations, UH.  Dean 
Archibald described research and education 
programs at the Evans School including the 
internationally recognized executive MPA 
program.  She also suggested that the Evans 
School and potential counterpart schools and 
institutes at UH start exchanging research papers.  
Prof. Sakamoto expressed his hope that their new 
partnership with the Evans School would help the 
university enhance its competitiveness in the area 
of public policy and contribute more to the local 
community by educating those who serve the 
public. 
 
In February 2006, Dr. Makino revisited the Evans 
School as Vice Director of the Center for 
International Relations, UH.  Dean Archibald 
coordinated a meeting with Dr. Susan Jeffords, 
Vice Provost for Global Affairs, who supported 
university-wide academic exchange between the 
UW and UH.  Other meetings were held with 
Deans of College of Arts and Sciences, School of 
Engineering and School of Nursing, which had 
established departmental academic exchanges with 
respective counterparts at UH.  Ginn Kitaoka, the 
Director of HBCC, joined the meetings. 

 
In March 2006, Dean Archibald was invited as a 
guest lecturer to the International Seminar on 
Public Policy Research and Education at the UH 
Kobe campus with Dr. Van Verst and Ms. Chantal 
Stevens, Executive Director of Sustainable Seattle.  



Mary Van Verst gave an overview of ASPA, 
followed by a presentation on AmeriCorps and 
civic engagement outcomes in the field of national 
service.  Chantal Stevens spoke about indicators of 
a sustainable community, and Sandra Archibald 
presented on public policy research and education 
in a networked world. 
 
During a courtesy visit of these three 
representatives from Washington State, Hyogo’s 
Governor Toshizo Ido expressed his long-term 
interest in international exchanges in public policy 
and administration and his strong support for one 
between the University of Washington and 
University of Hyogo.  Governor Ido also praised 
the Evergreen Chapter for fostering the 
relationship that has developed with HAPSA.  He 
suggested that these partner organizations start 
joint research in the fields of strong common 
interest such as disaster preparedness and 
management. 
 
In Kobe, additional meetings were arranged for 
members of the delegation.  Mary Van Verst met 
with HAPSA staff and volunteers; Chantal Stevens 
met with directors of nonprofit organizations; and 
Sandra Archibald met with Deans and faculty 
members at the Schools of Economics and 
Business Administration and the Research 
Institute for Economics and Business 
Administration. 
 
September 2006 was another productive month of 

exchange when students from the University of 
Hyogo arrived in the Puget Sound region for a 
three-week institute led by Matsuyo Makino and 
staff of the Hyogo Business and Cultural Center.  
During their time in Seattle and Olympia, the 
students had opportunities to meet with several 
public sector officials, business leaders and elected 
officials.  Evergreen Chapter members Mary Van 

Verst and Dave Broom coordinated several of the 
student site visits. 
 
In Seattle, the student delegation met with Port of 
Seattle Commissioner Lloyd Hara and public 
affairs staff member Diana Parker. The students 
enjoyed a tour of the Seattle waterfront and 
learned about the importance of international 
trade, container operations and port security. 
 
At Senior Services of Seattle, Vice President Kate 
Turpin briefed the students on a wide range of 
programs and services available to seniors.  Topics 
of particular interest to the students included 
Senior Information and Assistance, Meals on 
Wheels, Minor Home Repair and Home Sharing.  
Following a lively question and answer session, 
the students toured the facility and had a chance to 
observe the Senior Services staff in action. 
 
The City of Seattle Office of Intergovernmental 
Relations hosted a meeting at the new City Hall.  
Chief International Specialist, Keith Orton, Ph.D. 
shared an informative history of Seattle and 
highlighted some of the current challenges facing 
the region such as growth and sustainability.  Dr. 

Orton also took the students on a tour of the new 
building and highlighted some of the eco-friendly 
construction elements that earned the building 
special recognition as a Green Building. 
 
On September 19 in Olympia the UH students and 
faculty delegation met with Senator Karen Fraser, 
a strong supporter of the sister-state relationship 
with Hyogo.  The opportunity to learn more about 
state government occurred during a visit with 
Governor Christine Gregoire, followed by a 
guided tour of the Washington State Capitol.  In 
the afternoon the group traveled from the elegant, 
historic beauty of the Capitol Campus to the 
natural scenic landscape of the Nisqually Valley, 
the epicenter of the February 2001 earthquake in 



western Washington.  At the Nisqually National 
Wildlife Refuge, Mary Van Verst provided an 
overview of AmeriCorps along with staff from the 
Washington Conservation Corps.  The afternoon 
ended with a hike along some of the trails, guided 
by members of the Conservation Corps who 
perform full-time environmental restoration at the 
site. 
 
Other venues from the students’ itinerary included 
the Washington State Department of Ecology, the 
Tillicum Native American Chamber of Commerce, 
the Hyogo Business and Cultural Center, and 
Sustainable Seattle. 
 
The culminating event of the exchange was an 
international symposium on disaster preparedness 
and 

emergency management on September 26, hosted  
preparedness and emergency management on 
September 26, hosted by the Evans School at the 
University of Washington, in partnership with the 
Evergreen Chapter.  Among the nearly 100 
symposium attendees were practitioners, 
academics, students, and chapter members.  Local 
emergency management experts and faculty 
members made presentations from both the 
University of Washington and the University of 
Hyogo.  Several presentations were based on 
lessons learned from catastrophic events including 
the Great Hanshin-Awaji and Nisqually 
earthquakes and the devastating hurricanes along 
the gulf coast. 
 
Serving as moderator was Sanjeev Khagram, 
director of the Marc Lindenberg Center for 
Humanitarian Action, International Development 
and Global Citizenship.  Guest speakers included 
Matsuyo Makino and Professor Kunihiko Ito from 
the University of Hyogo, and Shingo Kochi from 
the Asian Disaster Reduction Center in Hyogo and 

member of the Hyogo Administrative Policy 
Studies Association.   
 

Local speakers included Eric Holdeman, director 
of emergency management for Metropolitan King 
County, Steve Charvat, director of emergency 
management for the University of Washington, 
Hilda Blanco, chair of the Urban Design and 
Planning Department at the University of 
Washington, and Mark Hasselkorn, director of 
research at the Interdisciplinary Program for 
Humanitarian Relief at the University of 
Washington. 
 

______________________________________ 
 

This story was adapted from a report to 
the 2007 ASPA Consortium for 
International Public Administration. 

______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
ASPA Member Mary Van Verst is Program 
Development and Evaluation Coordinator for the 
Washington Commission for National and Community 
Service in Olympia. 
 E-mail: Mary.VanVerst@ofm.wa.gov 
 
 
HAPSA and ASPA Member Matsuyo Makino is 
Professor of Economics and Vice Director of the Center 
for International Relations at the University of Hyogo.  
E-mail:  mmakino@econ.u-hyogo.ac.jp 
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