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Evergreen Chapter - American Society for Public Administration 

Board of Directors Planning Meeting 

MEETING MINUTES 

Saturday, September 7, 2013, Noon 

At the Home of David and Cheryle Broom 
 

Participating: Katja Bishop, David Broom, Mark Chubb, Liz DuBois. Tammy Esteves, Amy 
Gould, Caitlyn Jekel, Mark Sullivan, Frank Valdez, and Mary Van Verst 
 
Not in Attendance: Steve Benowitz, Aaron Nix, Laura Ocha, and Stephanie Schwenger 
 
Call to Order 
After a wonderful potluck lunch at the lovely home of Dave and Cheryle Broom, Tammy 
called the meeting to order at 1:20 p.m. 
 
President’s Report 
Tammy began with an apology for lags in correspondence, and thanked everyone for 
their patience.  We were happy to learn that the family situation that Tammy had been 
attending to has calmed down. 
 
Tammy told the board of an update she received from J. Paul Blake, our National 
Council Representative.  ASPA is seeking a new Executive Director.  Erik Bergrud is 
chairing the search committee.  There are currently 75 applications, and they expect 
between 125-150.  The final interview of the selected candidate(s) will take place at the 
National Council meeting.  They hope to have the new director start on January 2nd. 
 
A brief rundown of last year’s activities was given: 
-Steve Benowitz (who is away today at a family gathering) chaired a Civility Conference 
with a great line-up of speakers; 
-Mary and Dave headed up our chapter’s activities with the 50th anniversary of 
Washington and the Hyogo Prefecture as sister-states.  Tammy thanked them both for 
their work. 
-Visibility for our chapter was raised, thanks to the efforts of Caitlyn, Frank, and their 
committee.  We now have 240 LinkedIn group members, up 220% from last June when 
Stephanie began managing the group. 
-We’ve been increasing our activities with City Club.  Our goal is to get more people 
involved in chapter activities. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
Mary reported that our last meeting was in May.  She distributed the minutes by e-mail 
to the former board, with a courtesy copy to the new board members.  There were no 
changes requested.  Motions were carried and the minutes from May 28, 2013 were 
approved. 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Dave informed the board that our fiscal year begins July 1, and ends June 30.  We 
produce an annual report for the national office, in which we will list our chapter 
officers.  At the end of the year we had $5,964.21.  This includes $5,863.08 in checking, 
and $101.13 in savings. 
 
For the recent ASPA/HAPSA Joint Seminar, St. Martin’s donated the Worthington 
Conference Center for the entire day, allowing us to conduct the seminar in one half, 
and the luncheon/signing ceremony in the other.  This was easily a $1,000 donation, 
due to the generosity of Josephine Yung from the International Office of the University.   
 
Our chapter paid for lunch for the Hyogo delegates and guests for the signing, which 
came to $465.  The breakfast for all attendees of the seminar was $723.25.  A check 
has been left with the University for the lunch; we are waiting for word from the Host 
Committee (of the 50th Anniversary WA/Hyogo Sister-State Planning Committee), which 
earlier pledged $300.  Nametags and the programs were produced in advance.  Total 
expenses for the event are now at $1,083.82.  The board approved spending $1,300 in 
May. 
 
A question for the future is whether we try to break even on events, or put out money.  
Caitlyn remarked that it’s a win if our activity doesn’t end up costing money.  Dave 
mentioned that our chapter had two large fundraisers that were not necessarily intended 
as such, but because of the better economy at the time, the two career fairs we 
organized brought our bank account to $14,000. 
 
A discussion ensued.  Mark spoke of a recent job fair for veterans.  We could consider a 
partnership with an MPA program.  Amy talked about a seminar at The Evergreen State 
College (TESC) for which students signed up for credit, and paid a fee of $15.  It’s a 
model we might look at; it could be likened to “Ted Talks.”  Dave noted that we have a 
Pay Pal account that we could put to use.  Mark mentioned a networking presentation 
with a mayor, which was produced for people starting out, or early in their careers.  
Dave recalled that parallel to the job fairs our chapter organized, there was a series of 
professional development training sessions.  Mark said there is a staff person in his 
office that teaches use of LinkedIn. 
 
Caitlyn observed that we keep talking about opportunities for people to network; 
however when we look at events in Seattle, the costs skyrocket.  Dave thanked Caitlyn 
for bringing this up.  Amy offered that TESC can offer a location, but catering would be 
a cost to consider.  Amy also added that from her experience, the event doesn’t have to 
be in-person to be considered successful.  Tammy encouraged Amy and Mark to talk 
before the next meeting, if possible, to suggest a series of potential events, followed by 
a job fair. 
 
Communications Committee 
Caitlyn reported that Stephanie has been working with LinkedIn for our chapter, and 
that she encourages us to be engaged.  For our website, Caitlyn is looking toward next 
steps.  Word Press appears to be an outdated theme and has limitations.  She’d like a 
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fresher look and compatibility with phones.  Amy offered that she is willing to solicit an 
intern for assistance with this project. 
 
Dave asked about the web host, having not seen a bill or invoice.  No one had seen a 
recent bill, which made us wonder if an individual had been billed. 
 
Mark S. asked about whether we have a Facebook page.  We do not.  He said that he 
does not go to websites much anymore, but rather uses Facebook for news feeds.  
Caitlyn recalled last year’s discussions, and at that time, Facebook was not viewed as a 
good source for professional outreach.  Mark C. said that the discussion might be worth 
having again, as FB has refined its tools.  Tammy mentioned her use of HootSuite.  Liz 
said that as we use more social media for brief messages, we can direct people to our 
chapter website, when more information is needed. 
 
Caitlyn stated that for our chapter to develop a Facebook page, we would need a 
dedicated officer.  She nominated Frank Valdez.  Frank graciously accepted the 
nomination. 
 
Old Business 
IRS Status 
Dave informed the board about how our chapter’s nonprofit status was revoked because 
of a misunderstanding that the national office was submitting forms to the IRS on behalf 
of chapters.  The IRS issued stringent requirements to chapters, due by the end of 
December 2012.  Dave, Mary, and Doreen coordinated efforts, and submitted the forms 
and the check by the end of the year.  The IRS commented on receipt of the check.  We 
are now “on hold” within the queue (noting that the paperwork went to the Ohio office). 
 
Two additional comments were made.  One, if anyone wishes to donate to the chapter, 
they should go through the national office for now; secondly, we could consider a 
discussion about whether to ask the National Council about increasing the rebate to 
chapters. 
 
Civility Conference 
In Steve’s absence, Liz reported that Steve and the committee had hoped for greater 
partnerships with Ruckelhaus.  Tammy added that City Club has recently picked up on 
the topic. 
 
Washington and Hyogo – 50th Sister-State Anniversary 
Mary gave an overview of the events during the 50th anniversary celebration in August.  
Since January, she and Dave had served on a planning committee chaired by Senator 
Karen Fraser. 
 
On Aug. 19, with the Navy Band playing, Governor Ido and over 200 delegates from the 
Hyogo Prefecture were welcomed in the flag circle in the front of the State Capitol.  
After the welcome Mary facilitated a lunch at the Capitol for delegates from the Hyogo 
Administrative Policy Studies Association (HAPSA) and the University of Hyogo.  Faculty 
from TESC and St. Martin’s also attended the lunch.  Discussions took place about 
potential exchanges. 
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After a tour of the Capitol, the delegates, along with members of the Evergreen Chapter 
took seats in the gallery of the Senate Chambers for the formal signing ceremony at 
3:00 p.m.  The Yelm Children’s Choir, and the Phoenix Club from Hyogo participated in 
the ceremony. 
 
Governors Inslee and Ido spoke of their commitments to enrich the future of our sister-
state relationship.  The agreement included a specific objective to promote academic 
and research opportunities in both regions, and cooperation between the American 
Society for Public Administration and the Hyogo Administrative Policy Studies 
Association. 
 
The Sister-State Signing Ceremony can be viewed on the TVW website at: 
http://tvw.org/index.php?option=com_tvwplayer&eventID=2013080001 
 
Following the ceremony was a reception under tents on the south side of the Capitol.  
An array of Japanese and Northwest cuisine was served, while a jazz band provided 
entertainment.  There was also a performance by a Japanese Puppet Theater group.  
Governors Ido and Inslee were involved in several gift exchanges throughout the 
reception. 
 
As part of the 50th anniversary celebration, the Evergreen Chapter and HAPSA hosted a 
Joint Public Administration Seminar on August 20 in the Worthington Conference Center 
at St. Martin’s University in Lacey, Washington.  The focus of the seminar was the 
sharing of knowledge, experience and best practices related to disaster response and 
emergency preparedness by representatives of the respective sister-states. 
 
The seminar, titled, Earthquake Preparedness, Disaster Relief and Restoration of the 
Social Equilibrium: How Do We Get There From Here? was facilitated by Jim Mullen, 
former Director of Washington State Emergency Management, and Principal – EM 
Northwest Consulting.  Dr. Matsuyo Makino, Professor, Department of International 
Studies at Kansai Gaidai University, served as the Commentator.  The President of St. 
Martin’s University, Dr. Roy Heynderickx, and Senator Karen Fraser provided welcomes, 
both recalling that the site of the gathering was near the epicenter of an earthquake in 
the Nisqually Valley in September of 2001.  Sen. Fraser introduced honored guest, Gov. 
Ido. 
 
Five guests from Hyogo gave excellent presentations on the recovery from the Great 
East Japan Earthquake, and four speakers from Washington State gave presentations on 
the tsunami debris cleanup along Washington shores, as well as response to the recent 
Hurricane Sandy in New York and New Jersey. 
 
All of the seminar presentations are on the ASPA-Evergreen Chapter website: 
http://www.evergreenaspaonline.org/hyogo-washington-50th-anniversary/ 
 
The seminar ended with closing statements made by the Commentator and Facilitator, 
Makino and Mullen, respectively. 
 

http://tvw.org/index.php?option=com_tvwplayer&eventID=2013080001
http://www.evergreenaspaonline.org/hyogo-washington-50th-anniversary/
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The Joint Public Administration Seminar of ASPA and HAPSA, listed as the United States 
- Japan Disaster Preparedness Seminar, can be viewed via TVW’s website:  
http://www.tvw.org/index.php?option=com_tvwplayer&eventID=2013080028 
 
After the seminar, the chapter provided a luncheon for the Hyogo delegates, speakers 
from Washington, and invited guests.  A signing ceremony to renew the 10-year 
agreement between ASPA and HAPSA also took place, with Mary, and Mr. Akio 
Kawanabe from HAPSA, signing the agreement.  Beautiful Japanese flower 
arrangements were provided by members of the Tacoma-Olympia Chapter of Ikebana 
International. 
 
Mary will prepare an article for the next PA TIMES. 
 
New Business 
Officers 
Tammy agreed to stay on as our chapter President for another year.  Dave and Mary 
have agreed to continue their positions as Treasurer and Secretary, respectively.  With 
the resignation of Doreen, we need a Vice President.  After a brief discussion, Frank 
agreed to serve in this role. 
 
Committees 
Tammy led a discussion about our meeting dates, programs, and committees.  Below is 
a summary by Tammy, with some modifications, as necessary. 
 

We set our board meetings for the 2nd Tuesday of the month from 6-7 
pm.  The meeting schedule will be: October 8, November 12, December 
10, January 14, February 11, March 11, April 8, May 13, and June 10.  

We will also be scheduling three chapter meetings/events as follows: 

Early November – in Olympia – planning team Amy, Caitlin, and Mark S. 

Early February – in Federal Way/Tacoma – planning team Mark C. and 
Katja 

April – in Seattle – planning team Liz and Frank 

May will be the Mariner’s event (Public Service Recognition Week is May 
4-10).  

 We also established Committees. If your name is not listed here, please 
let Tammy know which committee you are interested in. 

Communications – Caitlyn, Frank, Stephanie 

Membership –  

National Public Service Week/Awards – Frank, Liz 

International Affairs – Mary 

http://www.tvw.org/index.php?option=com_tvwplayer&eventID=2013080028


6 

 

Programs – see above – Amy, Caitlin, Mark C., Katja, Liz, Frank 

Career Fair – Amy, Mark S.  

Scholarship and/or Awards Committee –  

Tammy will be scheduling an initial planning meeting for the Seattle 2016 
conference. Tentative committees will be: 

Fundraising & sponsorship 

Volunteer recruitment 

Speakers 

Exhibitors 

Mobile Workshops 

Marketing & Outreach 

Public Relations 

Opening Reception 

Opening Plenary 

Practitioner Liaison 

If you have a particular interest in heading up one of those committees, 
please let Tammy know. 

 
Survey 
Tammy distributed a draft survey.  Board members offered suggestions for some 
changes.  After revising it, Tammy will enter the items into Survey Monkey and send it 
to everyone for a trial run before sending it out to the membership and LinkedIn 
members. 
 
Fundraising 
The board briefly discussed the potential for fundraising through the Mariners in 
conjunction with Public Service Recognition Week, as well as “iGive.com” and Café 
Press. 
 
ASPA Conference 2016 in Seattle 
The Host Committee must raise between $25,000-$30,000, including 100% of the cost 
of the opening plenary, which will probably include the Mayor and about 1000 people.  
The conference will take place at the Westin, between 5th and 6th, by Olive.  The location 
will be relevant, especially in terms of transportation, as decisions are made about the 
opening reception.  Dave recalled that the conference in 1997 included a boat trip to 
Blake Island. 
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Adjourn 
Tammy adjourned the meeting at 3:55 p.m.  Our next meeting will be at 6:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, October 8, by conference call.  Tammy will be sending dial-in information. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Mary Van Verst 


