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Evergreen Chapter - American Society for Public Administration 

Board of Directors Meeting 

MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, November 25, 2014 6:00 pm 

Conference Call 

 

Participating: Steve Benowitz, Dave Broom, Mark Chubb, Liz DuBois, Todd Haskins, Essie 

Hicks, and Mary Van Verst 

 

Guest: J. Paul Blake 

 

Not in Attendance: Laura Crandall, Anita De Mahy, Caitlyn Jekel, Amy Gould, Aaron Nix, Laura 

Ochoa, Mark Sullivan, and Eleen Trang 

 

President’s Report 

Liz thanked everyone for joining the call, especially so close to the Thanksgiving holiday.  She 

noted that we had a good meeting with a small group in October.  She is working on getting up 

to speed on what we need to do for the 2016 ASPA Conference to be on track; also planning for 

our next social/business meeting in December.  

 

Secretary’s Report 

Mary reported the September 13 minutes from our planning meeting were unanimously 

approved by e-mail vote.  In addition, motions were carried to approve our last set of minutes 

from October 29, 2014. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Dave reported that the only change in our bank account was a check for $292 from the Mariners 

that had been floating around, but was now in the bank. He is sending a check for $250 to City 

Club of Seattle for membership for the Evergreen Chapter.  Currently in checking we have 

$6,164.93, and in savings, we have $101.17, for a total of $6,266.10. 

 

Regarding the membership with City Club, Steve explained that the membership is a way to 

have a greater presence in the city, and elevate our status as a partner; as members we will 

receive two free tickets to events.  Steve has been invited to a yearly planning meeting, where 

he will have input; and will talk to members there about our 2016 ASPA Conference. He will 

pass along information he receives to Liz. 

 

Dave noted that City Club also has a social event each month, although there may be a cost 

associated with this, just as there are for the events.  He suggested it might be good to give 

them a list of our chapter membership.  They might also be able to utilize our G-mail account: 

evergreenaspa@gmail.com , and we could perhaps use the e-mail account as a vehicle, in 

addition to our other communication tools, to get the word out about City Club events. Dave 

suggested that Mary contact the Communications Committee to find out what may or may not 

be happening with our e-mails in that account. 

mailto:evergreenaspa@gmail.com
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Committee Reports 

Communications and Membership Committee: In Caitlyn’s absence, Liz reported that Caitlyn 

would like for us to send her notice of events for our chapter’s website calendar.  These events 

do not need to be chapter-developed, but can include events that may be of interest to chapter 

members. 

 

Dave offered a reminder that board members need to be current ASPA members.  If your 

membership has expired, please renew it soon.  New board members who previously had 

Student memberships, may want to consider a New Professional membership. 

 

2016 ASPA Conference Planning Committee: Liz led a discussion about our responsibility for 

finding a venue for the Welcome Reception.  She has asked individuals to send their findings 

from last spring and summer.  Liz will create a spreadsheet about venues with items such as the 

size and/or number of people the site can accommodate, and the distance from the Westin 

Hotel where the conference will be taking place. 

 

Individuals who have indicated interest in serving on the committee include at this time: 

Steve Benowitz, Dave Broom, J. Paul Blake, Liz DuBois, Amy Gould, Todd Haskins, Essie 

Hicks, Aaron Nix, and Laura Ochoa. 

 

J. Paul reported that he has requested a meeting with Lloyd Harrah to seek Lloyd’s assistance 

with the conference including sending members of his staff as well as other King County offices 

to the conference.  Lloyd has served on the ASPA National Council. Dave added that Lloyd is 

one of our most senior members of the Evergreen Chapter; he has a large network; and he 

could point us to potential funders. 

 

J. Paul emphasized that organizing chapter members as volunteers to assist with the 

conference will be key to our success. Volunteer recruitment is needed now.  He noted that 

about twenty students from the Evans School recently assisted with the Independent Sector 

conference in Seattle which helped make the conference registration go smoothly and the 

conference a huge success.   The students also helped to staff an informational table about the 

Evans School. 

 

J. Paul also urged Chapter leadership to think about post-conference Chapter activities.  We 

want to avoid the history of other chapters that have hosted the annual conference and then 

fallen apart due to member fatigue. 

 

Liz said that Amy has a cadre of faculty and staff rallied to assist from the MPA Program at The 

Evergreen State College. 
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The Student Representatives on our board may be able to assist with outreach.  Mark Chubb 

knows Casey Larkin, and will check about her ability to continue serving on the board as a 

student representative. Essie has a friend at Seattle University with whom she’ll be in contact. 

 

As additional outreach occurs for volunteers, we’ll need to devise a mechanism for collecting 

names and contact information. 

 

Career Fair – co-sponsored by Evans School and ASPA National:  J. Paul has sent a letter 

to Lisa Sidletsky of ASPA proposing revenue-sharing possibilities regarding the planned career 

fair at the conference, general advertising, and exhibitors and vendors.  This is based on the 

reasoning that our chapter should be able to retain some of the financial support we raise for the 

conference, to use for local purposes.  Dave noted that this is an optimistic proposal given 

ASPA’s history, but thanked J. Paul for facilitating the request. 

 

J. Paul said that he encouraged many vendors at the recent International City and County 

Management Association meeting and the Independent Sector meeting to attend the 2015 

ASPA Conference in Chicago.  It’s hoped that we could benefit from their interest being 

extended to Seattle. 

 

Secretary’s Note:  During the discussion outlined above, a strange “Darth Vader” type noise 

entered our phone connection.  We tried to continue talking, but it became increasingly difficult 

to hear one another or to stay concentrated.  Liz suggested, and everyone agreed, that we 

would table additional items on the agenda for our next meeting. 

 

Stay tuned for an announcement about our next meeting/social gathering to take place the 

evening of December 17.  Liz will also look into a different conference call service to use in the 

future. 

 

Adjourn 

We adjourned at 6:58 pm. 

 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Mary Van Verst 

 

 

 


