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Evergreen Chapter - American Society for Public Administration 

Board of Directors Meeting 

MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, July 22, 2015, 6:00 p.m. Conference Call 

 

Participating: Steve Benowitz, Dave Broom, Liz DuBois, Caitlyn Jekel, Mark Sullivan, and Mary 

Van Verst 

 

Not in Attendance: Cassie Bordelon, Laura Crandall, Amy Gould, Todd Haskins, Tammy Lohr 

(Student Rep. from U.W.), Anita De Mahy, and Eleen Trang 

 

Guest: J. Paul Blake 

 

Call to Order 

Liz called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m.  Liz had heard from Amy and Cassie that they 

couldn’t be on the call.  Aaron has stepped down from the board at the end of his term.  Liz 

mentioned that she had not heard from Todd, and would try to call him later. 

 

President’s Report 

Liz said that her reports would be given in other portions of the agenda. 

 

Secretary’s Report 

Mary sent out the minutes from our conference call meeting in June.  Motions were carried, and 

the minutes for June 24, 2015 were approved. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Dave reported that we have $5,541.27 in our checking account, and $101.19 in our savings 

account, for a total of $5,642.46. 

 

There was some discussion about the use of PayPal on our website’s conference page for 

donations to the “Campaign $20.16.”  Dave and Caitlyn currently have access to the account 

and record of donors.  Dave will share access with J. Paul.  J. Paul thanked Caitlyn and Dave 

for making this payment arrangement happen for the conference planning. 

 

PayPal issues a confirmation, but not a receipt.  Dave asked J. Paul to inquire of his 

department’s finance people for guidance, so that we can issue a receipt or an invoice, on a 

case by case basis.  Dave also has an ASPA thank you note he made that can be used. 

 

Committee Reports 

Communications Committee:  

Caitlyn reported that there has been a revamp of the website after the decision was made to no 

longer use Word Press.  Josh Holland has been hired to refine the look of the site.  Information 

on the 2016 ASPA Conference can be found on the home page, calendar of events, and the 

donation page. 
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Caitlyn remarked that she is happy to keep working on improving the site.  Liz said she had 

some suggestions for changes in wording, that won’t require additional time from Josh.  Liz and 

others on the call thanked Caitlyn for all her work. 

 

2016 ASPA Conference Local Host Committee: 

 

Fundraising Subcommittee 

J. Paul reported that he drafted a letter to chapter membership about the 2016 conference.  His 

plan is to follow up with each member about a request for a minimum donation of $20.16 to 

support the Welcome Event at MOHAI.  He has asked Dave for the chapter roster.  PA Times 

Editor Melissa Williams will put the campaign link in the PA Times for anyone who is willing to 

donate. 

 

Dave remarked that he has access to all chapter leadership contacts, ASPA Sections, and 

District representatives.  He thinks we should reach out to these groups, and doesn’t believe it’s 

ever been done before.  J. Paul liked the idea, and will initially follow up with states that our part 

of (our) District IV. 

 

Liz thinks that Sections might be interested in sponsorship of one of our panels.  She said that 

Lisa and Maria offered to help communicate with the chapter officers.  J. Paul will link in Lisa 

and Maria when he connects with Melissa. 

 

Dave said that when he and Mary are in Japan, he might subtly suggest that the University of 

Hyogo consider becoming a sponsor. 

 

Steve suggested that we might be able to “sell” a session to a sponsor who is given the 

opportunity to propose a topic.  We could pursue this in two ways.  One approach is to market to 

organizations that J. Paul is working with.  A second approach would be to reach out to the 

vendors on the list from last year’s conference. 

 

Secretary’s Note:  At this point, the call came to an abrupt end.  A recorded message from the 

conference call service announced that the moderator had ended the call.  We are unsure how 

that happened.  Over the next subsequent minutes, several people who called back in were re-

joined on the call.  Because of time, we moved ahead on the agenda to Programs and Activities. 

 

Programs and Activities 

 

Board Membership Nomination Update: 

Steve reported that he has been working with Liz and Caitlyn on the nomination process, 

sending nominations to them for their review as they are received.  All current board members 

with expiring terms have shown interest in renewing their position, and have sent Steve a 

statement.  He suspects that mail from ASPA may trigger more interest.  The nominations are 

due by July 27.  The committee is exploring on-line voting. 
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J. Paul mentioned that Michael Kern, director of Ruckelshaus, declined to run for the board, 

saying he was too busy to commit.  Steve asked if there might be someone else from 

Ruckelshaus that could commit the time to serve on the board. 

 

August Board Retreat Date 

Liz reported that August 23 and 24 were the best dates overall from the poll.  The drawback is 

that Caitlyn and J. Paul are not available then.  Liz would like to hold a post-retreat meeting for 

the Chapter Host Committee.  One of the goals will be to make concrete plans for fundraising.  

J. Paul, who was in favor of this idea, said that by the end of August he can have information 

pulled together for that discussion. 

 

For the retreat, those on the call chose Saturday, August 23.  An earlier than usual start and 

end time was requested.  We agreed that 10 a.m.-1 p.m. with a potluck brunch would be a good 

window of time.  Liz will check with Dave, our host, and send a message to the board. 

 

Adjourn 

Liz adjourned the meeting at 7:26 p.m. 

 

Our next meeting will be in-person on Saturday, August 23, 2015, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., at the 

home of Dave and Cheryle Broom in Seattle.  Look for messages from Liz and Dave on 

additional details. 

 

 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Mary Van Verst 


