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Evergreen Chapter - American Society for Public Administration 

Board of Directors Meeting 

MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, October 21, 2015, 6:30 p.m. Conference Call 

 

Participating: Steve Benowitz, Cassie Bordelon, Crystal Chang, Liz DuBois, Chris Page, Mara 

Machulsky (Student Rep – TESC), Mark Sullivan, and Mary Van Verst 

 

Not in Attendance: Dave Broom, Amanda DeShazo (Student Rep – TESC), Amy Gould, Caitlyn 

Jekel, and John Kerr 

 

Call to Order 

Steve called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m.  Mary issued a roll-call to confirm those in 

attendance. 

 

President’s Report 

Steve reported that he and Amy met with Maria Aristigueta, the President of ASPA, about the 

upcoming conference.  Topics of discussion included funding and timing of the sessions, which 

will be talked about in greater detail later in this meeting.  Steve said there were two important 

points he wanted to share.  One was that the session on social justice and equality was a good 

idea, and also something that Sandra Archibald had shown interest in for the conference.  

Second, our chapter has been asked to take the lead in identifying a local recipient for the 

Social Equity Award given each year during a luncheon.  Crystal offered to volunteer.  Ideas for 

a recipient (an entity or a person) should be sent to Crystal and Steve.  Steve will make sure 

Michael Jacobsen receives our recommendation. 

 

Steve said he learned that Caitlyn has an ongoing conflict with this meeting time of the third 

Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.  Steve asked if it would be possible for us to change to another night at 

6:30, and if not, he would like to keep Caitlyn involved in her website role and other projects she 

wants to be involved in.  We agreed that Caitlyn is a valuable member of the board, and she 

enthusiastically contributes, so we should accommodate one of the options.  Chris said he could 

do the first or second Wednesday.  Mark suggests we check with Amy about her teaching 

schedule.  We concluded that Steve would send a poll to the board about a new meeting date. 

 

Secretary’s Report 

Mary sent out the revised minutes from our conference call meeting on September 16.  Motions 

were carried, and the minutes were approved.   

 

Treasurer’s Report 

No report at this meeting. Dave was unable to be on the call. 

 

Fall Event Planning 

Cassie reported that she and Amanda are planning a social event for chapter members on 

Wednesday, November 11 in Olympia.  They have been in contact with Dillinger’s, which has 
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free space available in the back.  We would meet there for happy hour, then attend a movie 

being shown by the Olympia Film Society.  Cassie and Amanda are trying to get discounted 

tickets.  They are banking on 15 or so people attending.  Steve suggested we put this on our 

website when details are ready.  Cassie noted that this is a start to organizing quarterly outings.  

This quarter, Olympia; and next quarter, a gathering in Seattle.  We can also consider doing 

something every other month.  Liz said this is an effort to get us together more often and do 

things socially.   Steve asked if we wanted to make this a recruiting event?  Cassie replied that 

they are leaning toward social, for now.  Mark recalled that we had 12-15 people attend when 

the chapter organized a tour of the Fish Hatchery.  It drew in local members and their friends, 

and students from Evergreen. 

 

Winter Event: Seattle Networking Event of “40 Under 40” 

Mark has been in contact with partners in Seattle and an SU alum, to put together a career 

event.  He’s thinking of three short events, about 1 ½ hour long, with 45-minute panel 

discussions, followed by general networking. An event in February could be about job 

searching, and involve recent or soon-to-be graduates, and HR people.  An event in April could 

be about government budgeting and jobs.  The third event in June could be about policy and 

performance management jobs.  This is also when we could issue “40 Under 40” awards or “30 

Under 30” awards.  Liz said she could help recruit people for this event in June. 

 

Steve observed that there is a theme leaning toward younger members.  He thought that a large 

number of our members would not be inclined to attend the sessions we’ve been discussing.  

He asked if we could have at least one topic that may appeal to older members.  Steve said that 

last year we talked about a couple of sessions that we didn’t pursue.  One of the topics was 

health care and infectious disease.  We could bring in Seattle/King County Health Departments, 

and people with research backgrounds.  Mark suggested looking at the topic from the 

standpoint of cross-sector and jurisdiction; more about the nature of the relationship then the 

actual policy area.  Steve liked the idea of a focus on when partnerships work and when they 

don’t work well. 

 

Steve cautioned that we need to ensure that we don’t over-saturate the time and interest of our 

board members in planning of events.  Mark said that we’ll need to leverage relationships and 

partners to avoid this from occurring.  We then discussed how our partnership with City Club in 

Seattle could be a way to get help with an event.  Mark made a suggestion that we have an 

event in January or February on job searches and partner with schools; in the spring, 40 Under 

40, using strategic partnerships; and in June, partner with City Club.  This way we have schools 

at one end and City Club at the other end. 

 

2016 National Conference 

Liz reported that time is feeling short as we approach our conference in March.  She said that 

the sub-committee met today and discussed fundraising, catering, and the individual panels that 

our chapter has been given authority to organize. 

 

Fund-raising is starting; with $5,000 from the Evans School.  J. Paul has drafted letters; one to 
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groups and the other to schools of public affairs.  Sandra Archibald has agreed to make calls to 

other schools.  J. Paul has drafted a script for her.  The schools are expecting our calls, as are 

others because J. Paul has been speaking to people for months based on relationships.  J. Paul 

and John are meeting to refine their layout. 

 

Liz said that several questions were generated to run by Lisa Sidletsky about funding for the 

welcome reception.  Is the chapter getting a portion of the registration?  So far, the answer has 

been “no” but the registration says $30 fee for the reception has been covered.  Liz remarked 

that it’s been misleading at best.  Another question is related to our MOA with ASPA national 

about giving levels and perks/benefits and whether these can be applied to our reception. 

 

We have five panels approved by our board that our chapter is organizing.  Liz said that our 

panel on emergency management, involving the Hyogo Administrative Policy Studies 

Association (HAPSA) is well-developed, and we have asked for a sixth session.  Maria, ASPA’s 

president, has to approve this request.  We’ve heard that ASPA received a record number of 

proposals which lessons our chance of getting a sixth session.  Liz said she has volunteered to 

give up her session on social justice, but no decision has been made yet.  Dave and Liz have 

been tasked with finding out Sandra’s intent and whether this topic will be covered by other 

panel proposals. 

 

Steve sent an email today about early bird registration by October 31.  Dave is narrowing down 

the options for catering at the reception. 

 

New Business 

Mary remarked that a recent PA TIMES (on-line version by email) featured a chapter update 

about the meeting that she and Dave had with HAPSA in early September.  The article was a 

plug for the conference and our joint ASPA/HAPSA emergency management panel. 

 

Adjourn 

Steve asked that we respond to an email he will send to re-schedule our meeting time.  He 

adjourned the meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Mary Van Verst 


