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Evergreen Chapter - American Society for Public Administration 

Board of Directors Meeting 

MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, December 9, 2015, 6:30 p.m., Lobster Shop, Tacoma, Washington 

 

Participating: Steve Benowitz, Cassie Bordelon Dave Broom, Liz DuBois, Caitlyn Jekel, Mark 

Sullivan, and Mary Van Verst 

 

Not in Attendance: Crystal Chang, Amanda DeShazo (Student Rep – TESC), Amy Gould, John 

Kerr, Mara Machulsky (Student Rep – TESC), and Chris Page  

 

Guest: J. Paul Blake 

 

Call to Order 

This meeting was in combination with a social gathering over dinner.  We began the meeting at 

approximately 7:30 p.m. 

 

President’s Report 

Steve reported that we had a nominee for the Social Equity Award.  We would put forward 

Puget Sound Sage for the award.  Discussion at the table and previously by email was in favor 

of this nomination.  Steve thanked Chrystal for her work on identifying the nominee. 

 

Secretary’s Report 

The November 12, 2015 minutes were approved with changes that Mary will make per Dave’s 

request regarding his Treasurer’s Report.  

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Dave distributed a report, and a discussion ensued about the welcome reception.  Dave said 

that we could shave off about $3,000 in expenses if we forego the one “free drink” as part of the 

ticket.  We could also save by not having music, and he’s not sure that we need a program.  We 

need to find out to what degree national ASPA will back us up with funds we have not yet 

raised.   

 

There was lack of clarity on a donation made by The Evergreen State College.  Caitlyn 

volunteered to do some outreach to Amy to clarify the situation.  Information that was 

subsequently received indicated that TESC had made two separate donations for a total of 

$2,500.00; one to the chapter and one to national ASPA, out of different TESC funds.  Our 

chapter president has expressed gratitude to Amy for the generous donations. 

 

There was brief discussion about cancelling the welcome reception, but ultimately, as Liz said, 

“we need to make it work.”  Dave remarked that there is still an unanswered question to ASPA 

about where the $30 being charged per conference registrant for the welcome reception is 

going. Also, there appears to be no easy way for a person to register for the reception only. 
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Dave reminded us that our worst scenario would be that we have to pay $30,000 back to ASPA.  

Given that our annual rebate checks for about $600 are a primary income for the chapter, it 

would take a long time to pay back. Caitlyn remarked that this is not a very effective model that 

ASPA has with host chapters.  Liz asked how our funds were raised in 1998 when the 

conference was in Seattle.  Dave said that Cheryle had to call all the chapters to request 

contributions. The reception that year was a boat ride to Blake Island, and there was a separate 

fee for it. 

 

Fundraising for Welcome Reception 

 

J. Paul provided an update on the Development Committee's outreach to secure donations for 
the Welcome Event 

 The Port of Seattle's Holiday provided the opportunity for him to follow-up with Port 
Director Ted Fick who received a letter of appeal and documents regarding sponsorship 
activities and benefits.  Paul also spoke with Peter McGraw, Port communications staff 
and former Seattle Public Utilities colleague of J. Paul's; and Port Commissioners John 
Creighton and Stephanie Bowman who committed to advocating on our behalf.   
Stephanie had also received a call from Lloyd Hara. 

 Lawrence Pang, former president, Chinese American Chamber of Commerce, asked J. 
Paul to send him an appeal letter. 

 Betsy McFeely, Director, Community Relations, director, Community Relations for 
Goodwill, also asked J. Paul to forward a letter. 

 Dick Zais, former Yakima City Manager and member of the Evans School Advisory 
Board, has agreed to contact Bob Larsen (City of Snoqualmie), president, International 
City and County Managers Association (ICMA) to see how ICMA could support our 
event. 

 Among the prospects on J. Paul's and John Kerr's immediate contact list: 

o Comcast 
o Deloitte 
o BECU 
o TIAA/CREF 
o Gallatin Public Affairs - Bob Royer 
o University of the Pacific new MPA program - Marcie Paolinelli  
o IMPAQ - Jeff Mike and Mary Kay Dugan 
o WSECU per Randy Hodgins at UW 
o Second Avenue Partners - Nick Hanauer 
o Tribes per the Chapter session regarding tribal government issues 
o City Light 
o Cascadia - formerly Resource Venture 

In further discussion, J. Paul said it’s not that we don’t have resources to contact; rather it’s a 
capacity issue to reach out.  J. Paul has the letter of request if anyone wants it to reach out 
directly to their own contacts, or he said they can ask him to do it. 
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Dave said that he will reach out to chapters, and to section presidents and treasurers.  He also 
noted that he can send invoices that are needed. 

Steve remarked that he has three contacts at a consulting firm.  Steve will contact Partnership 
for Public Service. 

Mark said that he some ideas, and can get a list of names at IBM, Boston Consulting Group, 
and others that are looking to get their names out. 

Host Committee Panel Sessions 

Steve reported that we should have received an email about our five sessions.  All the sessions 
are coming along well in preparation.  Amanda has offered to moderate Cassie’s panel session 
if Cassie can’t attend.  Mark said he can help get a speaker for Cassie’s session. 

Other Chapter Activities  

Mark reported that two events are still being planned: one will be a panel on job seeking, and 

another on cross-jurisdictional partnerships.  Mark said that we need to make sure they don’t 

conflict with other events.  Reaching out to career services offices could be advantageous.  

Mark is considering asking Northeastern University for space.  Students would be a target 

audience, with additional goal of building membership. 

 

For an awards event, Mark advocates that it be a free event; he’s concerned about logistics.  

Steve remarked that he wouldn’t want to preclude the possibility of people paying for the event.  

Liz added that if we offer a lunch, we’re essentially obligated to offer something more formal in 

the way of a program and awards. 

 

Mark added that a 40 Under 40 Day may be too much to take on this program year. 

 

A Lloyd Harrah Day came into the discussion.  J. Paul said that an announcement could be 

worked into the conference; during 5 minutes at a plenary session, for example. 

 

For our Mariners game event, the schedule will be coming out soon.  Amy plans to look into it.  

J. Paul remarked that he drafted a letter to Major League Baseball a couple of years ago to 

promote a public service recognition week.  He’s lost the letter, but is willing to broach the 

subject again with ASPA.  J. Paul said he can ask Bill Shields about it. 

 

Adjourn 

Steve thanked everyone who attended the in-person gathering.  We adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 

Our next meeting will be by conference call on Wednesday, January 13, 2016 at 6:30.   

 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Mary Van Verst 


