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Evergreen Chapter - American Society for Public Administration 

Board of Directors Meeting 

MEETING MINUTES 

April 12, 2016, 6:30 p.m. – Conference Call 

 

Participating: Steve Benowitz, Dave Broom, Crystal Chang, Caitlyn Jekel, Jennifer McEwen, 

Mark Sullivan, and Mary Van Verst 

 

Not in Attendance: Cassie Bordelon, Amanda N. DeShazo, Liz DuBois, Mara Machulsky, and 

Chris Page 

 

Guest: Linda Guerrero 

 

Call to Order 

Steve called the meeting to order at 6:36 p.m. 

 

President’s Report 

Steve had several topics he wanted to raise to the board. 

1) Steve asked if anyone had seen or heard our Evergreen Chapter formally recognized at 

or after the ASPA conference.  No one had, although a number of verbal kudos were 

given during panel sessions.  Steve is contemplating whether to address this with the 

President or the Executive Director.  Dave suggested that Steve could issue an inquiry in 

the context of influencing other chapters to take the lead in future conference planning.  

It was noted that ASPA staff will have their hands full next year without the Atlanta 

Chapter helping with planning. 

2) Even though we extended about three years of energy on planning the conference, 

Steve doesn’t want to fall back from planning upcoming chapter events.  At this time, our 

only planned event is the Mariner’s Game on May 1st in conjunction with Public Service 

Recognition Week.  Steve asked board members to think about potential events that 

they would be willing to work on.  Dave noted that we had 24 people from our chapter 

attend the conference.  We could get the list from Pat Yearwood, and reach out to these 

people about planning events. 

3) Steve sent a note to board members asking for volunteers to serve on the nominating 

committee, but received no responses.  During discussion about sending the message 

out again, Crystal volunteered to be on the committee, and Dave offered to help her.  It 

was decided that Dave and Crystal will co-chair the committee and Steve will reach out 

to Keith Martinson, Lloyd Hara, and Michael Jacobsen, to see if one of them will serve 

on the committee.  The purpose of the committee is to request and review nominations 

for new board members, and to work with current board members who have expiring 

terms on June 30, 2016 to encourage renewal.  Mary added that the committee should 

also reach out to our student representatives to invite them to become full board 

members.  Steve noted that the committee needs to be formed now so that a slate of 

candidates can be sent to chapter membership for a vote of approval, and the newly 

constituted board can have an annual planning meeting as early in the summer as 
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possible. 

 

Secretary’s Report 

Mary reported that our last meeting was in February, and she thanked Liz for taking the minutes 

in her absence that month.  We did not have a meeting in March because of the conference.  

Motions were carried and the minutes for February 10, 2016 were approved. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Dave provided a detailed report of our chapter finances.  We currently have $8,439.93 in our 

checking account and $101.21 in savings for a total of $8,541.14 in the bank.  We have two 

pending receipts: $351.63 in PayPal that will go into our bank account, and $4,620 of 

conference contributions that were sent to national ASPA and are being held in a separate 

account for us.  We have an outstanding check with Liz DuBois of $83.60 for the Native 

American blanket, and an anticipated expense of $250.00 for the Chinese Lion Dancers.  The 

total balance is $13,179.17.  Dave asked the board for formal approval of this report.  Motions 

were carried and the report was approved. 

 

Dave initiated a discussion about our City Club membership, as annual dues of $250.00 have 

been billed to the chapter.  Steve explained our history with City Club as “partners” for a number 

of years, in which we promote each other’s events.  With a paid membership we get at least one 

free participation ticket in City Club’s events and sometimes a discount for members.  They also 

have some networking events at the Palace Kitchen restaurant.  Steve noted that they’ve been 

having a lot of events, and tend to focus some on the elections.  He and Liz went to a couple of 

events, but he’s not sure that the City Club events were announced to our board or chapter. 

 

Jen offered to research City Club’s schedule.  Steve will send his City Club contact information 

to Jen, and a recommendation will be made to the board about whether it is worthwhile to renew 

our membership. 

 

Old Business 

 

Post-conference update/thoughts: Steve and Dave remarked that “we went first class” with 

the recent ASPA conference.  Steve felt that this was the best conference ever, and it had the 

largest attendance in many years.  Dave said that $55,952.59 was raised, and that $7,700 was 

net for the Evergreen Chapter. 

 

Public Service Recognitions Week/Mariners Game: Caitlyn and Jen reported that six tickets 

have been sold for our chapter’s event on May 1.  Their Mariner’s contact has recommended 

that we buy a block of seats.  Steve mentioned that because of the seating options, it’s hard for 

chapter members to sit together.  It was also noted that City Club could help advertise for us. 

 

Chapter Presence on Social Media:  Jen said she would like to know the addresses for our 

Facebook and LinkedIn group.  Currently students are having trouble finding them easily.  Mark 

went into LinkedIn during the conversation and found that our LinkedIn group was an unlisted 
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site.  He changed that, as well as changed the name to “ASPA Evergreen Chapter.” 

 

Dave suggested that our partners with the Federal Executive Board might be able to post word 

about the game.  They are a large group, and were helpful to us with the career fair at the 

conference. 

 

Jen will send the Mariners flyer to Dave and Steve. 

 

New Business 

Reposting Student Representative Position:  Jen is doing outreach for new student 

representatives on the board.  There are two students from the Evans School who are 

interested.  Steve will contact the two students.  Crystal offered to help find a first year student 

from Seattle University.  Steve recommended talking with Larry Hubbard.  

 

Our bylaws say we can have up to three student representatives.  Mary remarked that we had a 

previous discussion about amending the bylaws if we are in the good position of having interest 

from more than three students.  Steve would like to move forward with those who currently show 

interest, and amend the bylaws if necessary through an email vote by the chapter membership. 

 

Seattle Networking Event for Young Professionals/MPA Students:  Steve presented an 

idea of having a gathering in which a young professional who is well established in the field (he 

has one in mind) would give remarks, followed immediately by a networking event.  He asked 

the board to think about who to invite, when to have the event, and how to publicize it. 

 

Jen will check on room availability at the Evans School.  In discussion we agreed that there 

should be no charge for the event, at least for this first one.  We can either seek donations or 

use money from our treasury.  It should occur on a weekday and late enough for people to 

attend after work.  Jen mentioned that most events at the Evans School are around 8 p.m.  Due 

to students’ schedules, she recommends that we have such an event before the last week in 

May.  The target audience would be young professionals and students. 

 

Jen and Steve will work together on a proposal with a budget.  Jen will research to get a sense 

if this will work.  Other options to consider would be meeting in downtown Seattle.  An example 

was given of a an upcoming City Club event at the Palace Kitchen with Chris Gregoire as the 

speaker. 

 

Adjourn 

Our next meeting will be back to the second Wednesday of the month schedule: May 11 at 6:30 

p.m.  Steve adjourned the meeting at 7:40 p.m. 

 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Mary Van Verst 

 


