
Letter from the crew…
Marcie  rejoined  David  in  Port  Adelaide,  South

Australia  in  early  January  2014.  We  wasted  no  time
getting Nine of Cups ready, but had a chance to get a
taste of Adelaide before we left. We were off the dock  in
mid-February,  heading  west.  We  sailed  rather
determinedly from port to port, waiting for a good jump-
off  point  and  weather  window  to  cross  the  infamous
Great Australian Bight which we did in March.

 April  found  us  coast-hopping  through  the
Recherche Archipelago and along the southern coast of
Western Australia. We rounded Cape Leeuwin, our fourth
of the five Great Southern Capes. By early May, we were
exploring Geographe Bay and headed into Mandurah for
a planned haul-out.  Mandurah turned out  to be a safe
and friendly haven for Nine of Cups when we returned to
the States once again … both mums were ill.
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We finally returned to Cups in early August and
made a hasty departure for points north and finally west
across the Indian Ocean.                  

As we end an old year and begin a new one, we
have  some  decisions  to  make.  We'll  complete  our
circumnavigation  and  round  the  last  of  the  Great
Southern Capes in Cape Town in early 2015. Where to
next?  Stay tuned. We'll see which way the wind blows
us.

   

                          

Arrival on The Dark Continent 

As you read this, Cups and David are berthed in 
Durban, South Africa and Marcie has headed to Boston 
to spend Christmas with her sister, Lin, and family.

Durban Marina, South Africa

Just A Little Further celebrates 2nd B-day 

Our daily blog, http://www.justalittlefurther.com/, 
celebrated its second birthday on Columbus Day 2014 …
729 blog posts. Thanks to our niece, Gentry, in 
Albuquerque, NM, whether on land or sea, the blog gets 
posted. Check it out.
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Keep in Touch … It's Easy
Email us: nineofcups1@yahoo.com
See our daily blog for stories, comments and 
position updates at: www.justalittlefurther.com
Visit our our website: www.nineofcups.com   
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Crossing the Great Australian Bight

Great Australian Bight

We had planned to do this trip last year, but 
circumstances delayed us. This year, we were intent on 
crossing the Great Australian Bight, a tough piece of 
Southern Ocean water. We rested in tiny, wonderful 
Streaky Bay, waiting for a weather window and it finally 
appeared. We took a rather non-traditional route inside 
the Bight instead of straight across. Read Marcie's 
account of our passage in Ocean Navigator here: 
http://www.oceannavigator.com/November-December-
2014/Embracing-the-bight/

Inside the Bight at Eucla  

In the middle of nowhere on the South Australian 
Nullabor Plain lies the tiny, parched town of Eucla. Not 
much more than a roadhouse, Eucla is usually a rest 
break for weary travelers, but certainly not for sailors. On 
advice from a fisherman, we opted to explore the Bight's 
coast rather than just hopping across. There are no 
amenities here, just an anchorage behind some shoals 
and an old dilapidated wooden jetty.

Ruins of the jetty at Eucla

Esperance

We continued west across the Bight with stops at
the Eyre Bird Observatory and beautiful Daw Island. We 
wended our way through the maze of islands in the 
Recherche Archipelago, finally arriving back in civilization
at the lovely seaport town of Esperance. New friends, Del
and Mark, were generous and hospitable, loaning us a 
car, helping secure parts and making us welcome. We 
had a chance to explore this scenic coast from the land.

Kangaroo on the beach at LeGrand NP near Esperance

Albany & the Valley of the Giants

Albany was a wonderful stop for us. We met new 
friends, Don & Judith, who loaned us a car for over a 
week to wander the area. What a luxury!  We visited 
friends we'd met previously on Deal Island and stayed at 
their home in Walpole. We made a grand tour of the 
Valley of the Giants and walked in the treetops on 
elevated boardwalks among huge, ancient tingle trees. 
We visited national parks, saw as many sights as we 
could see, rested up a bit and then headed back to sea.

Treetop Walk – Inside a giant tingle tree
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Welcome to Port

Welcome swallows on the whisker pole

Our passages this year weren't just about sailing.
It seems we found strange and exotic animals at every 
turn. 

Big Birds on the Loose

As we hiked the hot, dusty road from the Bight to the little
town of Eucla, several emus crossed our path. We'd seen
them in zoos, but never in the wild. Taking a picture was, 
however, a challenge. We'd never been pestered by so 
many aggressive, stubborn flies in our lives.

Emu on the road to Eucla

Crew Keeps Busy Writing 
Both David and Marcie have kept busy writing 

this past year. David published his first e-book, The 
Complete Guide to Anchors and Anchoring, during the 
summer. Marcie's Days and Ways to Celebrate 2015 was
introduced in October. The crew had several articles 
published in Good Old Boat, Ocean Navigator and 
Australia's Cruising Helmsman over the past year. 
Special thanks to everyone who continues to read what 
we write! We're keeping the cruising kitty healthy.

What the heck's a quokka??

Quokka at Rottnest Island

Australia has, without a doubt, the most unlikely, 
unheard of group of animals ever … mostly marsupials. 
At Rottnest Island, we met quokkas for the first time. 
Complete with pouches for their young, they look like 
mini-kangaroos. In Esperance, we saw signs for 
bandicoots. We saw skinks and blue-tongued lizards in 
our travels. All in all, our time in Australia was awesome.

Curious Sea Lions at Daw Island

Sea lion at Daw Island

At the western end of the Great Australian Bight, 
we anchored at tiny, uninhabited Daw Island. Uninhabited
by humans perhaps, but a large colony of sea lions call it 
home. They were very curious about Nine of Cups and 
crew and though a bit shy at first, they quickly overcame 
their timidity. They followed us wherever we walked along
the beach and then swam along with the dinghy.



 Following Joshua Slocum

Nine of Cups Route across the Indian Ocean

      One of our favorite books to read aboard is Joshua 
Slocum's Sailing Alone Around the World. Slocum, an 
American, was the first person to do a single-handed 
circumnavigation back in 1898 about his tiny yacht, 
Spray. We loved reading his accounts of stopping at the 
Cocos Keeling Islands and Rodrigues and Mauritius … 
even his arrival into Durban. Lovely to think we were 
traveling the same path as this intrepid sailor. Some 
things have certainly changed, but others remain the 
same.

Cocos Keeling Islands – A Paradise

The most beautiful port of call crossing the Indian
Ocean was the Cocos Keeling Islands off the coast of 
Australia. 

Anchorage off Direction Island, Cocos Keeling

The water was a clear, turquoise blue and warm. We 
relished taking a swim every afternoon after hiking on the
island or completing boat chores. Slocum called it a 
paradise on earth and we agreed with him.

Giant Tortoises of Rodrigues Island

Giant tortoises like a neck rub

The highlight of our visit to Rodrigues Island was 
visiting the Leguat Giant Tortoise and Cave Reserve. 
There were hundreds of tortoises roaming around and 
they all enjoyed having their necks stroked and rubbed. 
What an experience. The caves were okay, but the 
tortoises were outstanding.

Memorable Mauritius

Black River Gorge National Park, Mauritius

Though an independent country now, Mauritius 
still retains much of its original French heritage. We tied 
up at the Caudan Marina right in downtown Port Louis. 
We took several local bus trips to tour the island. There is
a large Hindu population in Mauritius and we had the 
opportunity to learn more about Hinduism, visit some 
beautiful temples and Marcie even received a tilak (red 
powder mark on her forehead) as part a blessing from a 
Hindu priest. We visited the Black River Gorge National 
Park for great views and an up close encounter with the 
local monkey population. We also had the chance to visit 
the Bois Cheri Tea Plantation and Tea Room and a sugar 
museum. No time for chores in Mauritius!



Saying Goodbye … 

Beatrice Louise Lacoste Lemay Archibald 

Once again, it was a a year of challenges and a 
year of great loss. Marcie flew home to Boston from 
Perth in late May and arrived literally hours before her 
mom died. She had the chance to say goodbye and sing 
a final song. With Lin and our huge Lacoste family, we 
said our final farewells at Bea's celebration of life. Bea 
lived 87 eventful years and now rests next to our Dad. 
You'll be missed, Mom, and always remembered.

Magellan Louise Lemay Lynn aka Jelly

Jelly, our faithful, feisty ship's cat, spent seven years 
aboard Nine of Cups and her final seven with my mum and my 
sister, Lin. Without a doubt, she was the best pet we ever had. 
She was smart, independent,  and loveable and provided us 
with hours of entertainment plus we never had rats on the boat. 
She passed onto to kitty heaven this year, but still has her own 
page on our website if you're interested in some of her antics. 
www.nineofcups.com/jelly 

Scattering Casey & CJ

Our daughter. Casey, died in May 2013. CJ 
Twomey, grandson of a good friend, died in 2010. Casey 
and CJ had been sailing with us for quite awhile, sharing 
a small black velvet box in a safe nook on Nine of Cups. 
We'd been searching for just the right place to scatter 
their ashes and at last, we found it. On a Tuesday 
afternoon in September, we gathered island flowers 
brought Casey and CJ to a beautiful, secluded beach and
scattered their ashes to the Indian Ocean winds at the 
Cocos Keeling Islands.  Rest in peace, children.

Toting up the Miles

We had an exceptionally good year for sailing miles 
despite our time back in the States. Crossing oceans 
really racks up the miles.

Total Nautical Miles Sailed 2014:   7,824  nm                   
(Dec 2013-Dec 2014)

Total Nautical Miles since 2000:   79,327 nm

 

As always, we wish you health, wealth and love 
… and the time to enjoy them all.

Merry Christmas and
 Happy 2015!

Marcie and David
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