
  

Good afternoon Commissioners,

My name is Adele Shaw. I am here to describe the vibrant and creative community 
currently alive and thriving in the Noonan Building, on Pier 70, and ask the commission 
to ensure we be included in the development plans. 

We are a large group of professional artists. The spectrum of what we do ranges 
greatly. We are painters, film makers, photographers, printmakers, writers, architects, 
sculptors, fashion designers, journalists, computer consultants, graphic designers, sign 
painters, and inventors. We’re plugged-in to innovative technology and we’re well-
connected with contemporary culture. We feel strongly about fostering a community in a 
creative workplace. The one we’re in started over 40 years ago when Frank Lobdell 
worked in the Noonan Building. His work brought attention to what a group of painters 
were doing in the mid 1960’s and 70’s. They went on to become known as the Bay Area 
Figure Painters. Their contributions have influenced art history on an international level, 
bringing additional brilliance to the fabric of our City.

Times are different but the spirit is the same. Today, we are hardworking, calculated, 
educated, committed, talented and professional. We have dreams, ideas and integrity. 
We strive to contribute value and brilliance to the fabulous city that we all love.

What we do today in the Noonan Building resembles what Forrest City is currently 
proposing within their “Creative Mixed Use” model. We work, we make, we pay rent, we 
uphold an integral part of SF’s multi-cultural fabric. We bring hundreds of people to Pier 
70 each year through our events, both public and private. A mixed media hub already 
exists in the Noonan Building. It’s working, and it’s thriving. We have created a social 
environment that cultivates what Forrest City calls “intangibles”. In the Noonan Building 
you can see first hand how it works, why it works, and how it’s unique to that place. We 
have made it tangible.



We, the Noonan Building Artists, have some objections of the Forrest City research 
project. One primary concern is that we haven’t been included. The creative working 
force in the Noonan Building, an important stakeholder, hasn’t been included. Forrest 
City has interviewed hundreds of people, but they haven’t interviewed all of us. 

We want to be interviewed. We want to be included.

That said, it’s probably of no surprise to you that we object to the proposed Pier 70 
Master Plan as designed thus far. We object to it, individually, and collectively. We 
object because we haven’t been included.  

We ask that you deny Forrest City’s Term Sheet endorsement or approval until they 
include us in a meaningful way. Better yet, until we finalize and submit our proposal. Our 
proposal is underway, it focuses on a program that would contribute to the success of 
the proposed Historic Central Waterfront Mixed Use Commercial Corridor and include 
the current community. Our proposal is in concert with the Port’s 5 year financial plan, 
as posted on your website. We like the Public/Private idea. Our proposal contributes to 
the future of Pier 70, the fabric of our City, and coexists with some of the developers 
plans.

In conclusion: We want to see Pier 70 evolve into something we can be proud of and be 
a part of. We want to coexist with change. We want to maintain affordable studio space. 
We want this important development include us, instead of erasing us. 

Thank you. 


