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From Our President: 

The spring and summer of 2014 have been one of the most active and prolific in the activities and 
events in which TUCA members participated. We also tensely followed the dramatic events taking place in 
eastern Ukraine, daily worldwide headlines of terrorism, war and the tragic shooting down of Malaysian Air 
Flight MH17 by Russian terrorists.  

 
TUCA's strong participation at the International Children's Festival was dedicated to the children of 

Kyiv standing with their parents on the Maidan. In informing the audience that we were here in solidarity 
with the Maidan, we all wore lovely flowers of blue & yellow ribbons made by Ludmila Rich, Oksana 
Makowiec recited a poem, and we sang the Ukrainian anthem. In the afternoon, Oksana Mytulynska 
entertained on the stage with a medley of lively Ukrainian folk songs. Being able to represent Ukraine before 
the American and International audience truly made us feel close to the land of our parents. 
 
 As there were many articles of events and activities, together with photos, submitted for the 
newsletter, and we are limited in space, short reports are in the newsletter, you can read the full reports, with 
more extensive information and photos on our web site, http://tuca.us, and on the TUCA Facebook page, 
https://www.facebook.com/TidewaterUkrainianCulturalAssociation. Our web page will be used for more 
frequent communications and postings and everyone is invited to submit photos and materials to Wally 
<melnitchouk@gmail.com> or Vera <verayatsula@yahoo.com>. 
Submitted by Olena Boyko. 
 
Board Meeting:  

On June 8th, 2014 the Board held a meeting and pool party at Olena's in Urbanna. All members, 
families, children and guests were invited. It was a great turn out with good food, companionship and many 
children enjoying cooling off in the pool. Reports were given by Myron on the International Children's 
Festival, Lucy on Finance (TUCA is financially healthy), Wally noted that new members were joining and 
our mailing list is at about 65, and Andy will now be printing the newsletter.  

 
Natalia gave an extensive presentation on the situation of the orphanages in eastern Ukraine with 

which TUCA had been involved. Please read her full report on the TUCA web site to fully realize the horror 
that these children are living through. To help the children when school starts, the Board voted that TUCA 
will donate $500 to the project to buy book bags and school supplies. There are hundreds of children in need 
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so we also ask all members to donate $20 at the picnic, (or send a check), which is the cost of supplying a 
filled schoolbag for one child. Our members are generous and have always opened their hearts and wallets. 
  

Information is included on our annual SUMMER PICNIC and this year it is exactly on August 24th. 
We are honored to have as our main speaker, Volodymyr Khilkevich of the Ukrainian Navy who will 
provide background and update on the evolving situation in Ukraine. Further information and directions are 
provided by Myron in this newsletter. Please be aware that there is a $5 per car parking fee for use of the 
picnic site. Please come and invite your friends and family. 
Submitted by Olena Boyko. 
  
TUCA 2014 Independence Day Celebration Picnic: 

When:   Sunday, 24 August 2014, 2 PM to 5 PM.   
Where:  First Landing State Park,  
               2500 Shore Drive,  
               Virginia Beach, VA 23451-1415 
 
The “Act of Declaration of Independence of Ukraine” was adopted by the Ukrainian Parliament on 

August 24, 1991. The Act established Ukraine as an independent, democratic state. This year the Tidewater 
Ukrainian Cultural Association (TUCA) Picnic will be at First Landing State Park located at 2500 Shore 
Drive in Virginia Beach – Website: http://www.first-landing-state-park.org/,  Phone (757) 412-2300.  
Scheduled hours for TUCA activities are from 2 PM to 5 PM.  We will provide hamburgers and hot dogs and 
the fixings.  Please bring some picnic style goodies from home to share with your friends. 

  
This 2,888 acre park offers a wide range of activities for visitors. You can go swimming, hiking, 

biking, boating, or fishing. The main entrance is located off of Route 60 (Shore Drive) and the 64th Street 
entrance (on the south side of the park) is located off of Route 60 (Atlantic Avenue).  Driving directions are 
also on the Website.  Admission to the park is $5 per vehicle.   Directions are as follows:  
 

Directions:  From I-64 East take Northampton Blvd/US Rte 13 North at Exit 282.  Go through eight 
stoplights, then take the Shore Drive/US Rte 60 Exit (to the right), the last exit before Chesapeake Bay 
Bridge Tunnel.  Take a right on Shore Drive and go 4.5 miles to the park entrance.  Turn right into the park 
and pay $5.00 parking fee at the entry booth.  Immediately after the booth, turn right again, into the parking 
lot.  Drive to the end and look for the Ukrainian Flag and lots of friends.   
Submitted by Myron Bilyj. 
 
TUCA at the Hampton 2014 International Children's Festival: 

This was held at Mill Point Park in Hampton on Saturday April 19, 2014.  It was damp and raining, 
but there was a good turn out for TUCA to expose people to Ukraine and its culture. TUCA had the largest 
turnout for participation in the opening Parade of  Nations since we started over four years ago.  Thank you 
for your presence. This was again a successful endeavor by TUCA to educate the public about the beauty and 
uniqueness of Ukraine.  

 
Myron, Olena and Andy "manned" the tent throughout the day, sharing cuture, history and 

contributing to the displays of Ukrainian clothing and artifacts. We also had strong suppport from Ludmila 
Rich and Diana and Oksana Mytulynski, who participated in the parade and later did a great job performing 
Ukrainian songs on stage. They were joined by Oksana Makowiec. Wally and family also were there, even 
though the kids were getting rather cold.  Of course, Joanna demonstrating her art of “pysanky” writing was 
as always the star of the show.  We don’t know what we would do without her! 
Submitted by Myron Bilyj. 
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Piano and Pizza: 
Over 10 TUCA members and their children traveled to Virginia Beach to hear and support Olga 

Cehelska's annual musical concert of students of her Music Studio. Included in the concert was a medley of 
Ukrainian music and songs performed by Olga on the bandura accompanied by her sister Anisa. Afterwards, 
in the glorious sunshine, our group gathered on the beach boardwalk for a great spontaneous pizza party. We 
ate, drank, sang, danced, and listened to the live band while the kids played in the sand and climbed the 
jungle gym. The imposing statue of Neptune with his trident staff (from which the Ukrainian emblem 
“tryzub” is derived, smiled his approval on us.  
Submitted by Olena Boyko. 
 
Community Participation: 

The Ascension Byzantine Catholic Church is an Eastern Catholic Church located in Williamsburg, 
Virginia.  The church ancestral origins are from Eastern (Slavic) Europe.  The church follows the Holy 
traditions of the Byzantine East, with roots in Constantinople (Byzantium), while maintaining union with the 
Catholic Church in Rome.  All services are conducted in English. 

 
In order to better meet the needs of the ethnic Byzantine Catholics in Tidewater, a parish home for 

many residents who have come to love the Catholic tradition of the Christian East, Father Alex initiated a 
Sunday service in the Ukrainian language in support of the Ukrainian-American community in Hampton 
Roads.  More details about this will follow. 

 
We, Diana and Oksana Mytulynski, Oksana Makowiec and Ludmila Rich, as singers of the church 

choir, have been very excited to perform in the Ukrainian language at Sunday’s Divine Liturgy. 
 
An initiative under discussion is an opening a weekend school for children for the local community to 

give families an opportunity to teach their children the Ukrainian language, Ukrainian culture, history and 
traditions (songs, dances, etc.). 

 
The initiative group of the Byzantine Catholic Church in Williamsburg welcomes everybody who can 

share his/her ideas, experience and wishes in this matter.  The contact phone number is (757) 269-1160, 
Ludmila Rich.  Everybody is welcome to our church.  We are looking forward to meeting you soon. 
Submitted by Ludmila Rich. 
 
Church Festival: 

In Yorktown on May 16th, the Catholic Church of St. Joan of Arc sponsored an International Festival 
in which members of TUCA contributed pans of delicious Ukrainian food. A great thanks to two Oksanas, 
Lyuda, Alena and Olena, with entertainment provided by Diana Mytulynska.  
 

Just recently TUCA became acquainted with Diana, a beautiful and talented singer of professional 
caliber, winner of many song contests with a repertoire of hundreds of Ukrainian modern and traditional 
songs. Supported by the five of us, a very amateur group of back-up dancers (we were quite amusing), Diana 
entertained the audience with her powerful voice and striking costume. 
 

This was the second time in two months that Diana has artistically represented TUCA, and in duets 
with her mother, Oksana, enriched the American public with exposure to Ukrainian music and colorful 
costumes. TUCA welcomes the Mytulynski family and appreciates their contribution as TUCA now has 
local artists who can represent our culture on stage. 
Submitted by Oksana Makowiec. 
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Honored Poet: 
Our member, Oksana Makowiec, is a widely known poet and published author in Ukraine’s literary 

circles. Recently, she received notification of receiving 2 honors, known as Diplomat Laureate certificates in 
Ukraine. In a contest for writers titled "A Woman - A Ukrainian", in the category of Women in History, 
Oksana's four stories about the lives and achievements of famous and not-so-famous Ukrainian women, were 
acclaimed with the highest honors and they will be published in Kyiv. 
  

She was also awarded for her entry in an ethnographic contest in honor of M. Utrusko, a collection of 
poems titled "From Peaks and Valleys". Her work will now be included in literary almanacs and anthologies 
and so reach a wider reading public. She is awaiting the publication of her latest book of poems, "Poetic 
Wreath of Autumnal Musing".  
 

TUCA is really proud of the honors Oksana continues to receive and for those who understand the 
Ukrainian language, her poems are truly full of lyrical feelings beautifully expressed with great sensitivity 
for nature, her native Carpathian mountains and her beloved Ukraine.  For those who can read Ukrainian, 
Oksana’s original article, beautifully and patriotically written, is available on the TUCA web page. 
Submitted by Olena Boyko. 
 
Slavyansk, Ukraine: An Epicenter of Charity and War:  

TUCA has had a long standing relationship with CBN’s Orphan’s Promise organization 
(www.orphanspromise.org), a children’s ministry located right here, in the heart of Hampton Roads, the 
Christian Broadcasting Network. From helping to bring orphans from Berdyansk, Ukraine here and 
organizing a St Nicholas Party for them back in 2005, to consistently contributing to different projects that 
help orphans successfully transition into independent living. TUCA members have been playing quite a 
significant role in helping change lives of vulnerable children in Ukraine. Currently we are helping children 
from the war zone, specifically, Slavyansk, to get ready for the new school year. 
  

Slavyansk, a city in eastern Ukraine with about 130,000 residents, was a strategic location for pro-
Russian separatists who had taken control of the city. By early May, with the violence taking place there, it 
was apparent that children and their families had to be moved out of the war zone. With funds provided by 
CBN, all were evacuated safely to a camp near Kyiv. Within days the orphanage became a battle site and 
suffered extensive damage. 
  

Now Slavyansk has been cleared of Russian separatists, but the situation is unstable, fighting is still 
going on and supplies are scarce. As the school year approaches we want to make sure the refugee kids are 
able to go to school. For $20 we can put together a school-kit including a new backpack and school supplies. 
Since these refugee children have left everything behind, or are coming back to mostly ruined and/or looted 
houses, we would like to help create some sense of stability for them and help them get ready to go back to 
school. At our TUCA picnic this month we will be collecting donations to help with these efforts and CBN’s 
Orphan’s Promise has people on the ground who are coordinating evacuation efforts and getting supplies to 
those in need. Please consider making a donation at the picnic, or mailing one to TUCA with a designation 
for “Ukraine Refugee Kids” and partnering with these efforts! (The full article and pictures are on TUCA's 
web site and Facebook pages.) 
Submitted by Natalia Khomyak.  
 
Situation in Ukraine:  

From the illegal annexation of Crimea, to the election of Petro Poroshenko as the 5th President of 
Ukraine, to the escalating military action of the Anti-Terrorist Operation (ATO) in successfully reclaiming 
some territory in eastern Ukraine, to an undeclared war with evermore Russian soldiers, mercenaries and 
heavy armor infiltrating across Ukraine’s border, to the horrific shooting down of Malaysian Flight MH17 by 
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Russian terrorists, this past year Ukraine has been the focus of world-wide attention and daily on the front 
pages of the global media.  
 

We, as Ukrainian-Americans, are grateful for the forceful, ongoing support of President Obama, with 
many congressmen and senators, especially Sen. John McCain, who are standing strong in support of 
Ukraine. With Congress considering granting Ukraine a Major Ally Non-NATO designation, Ukraine will be 
able to receive badly needed heavy military equipment and supplies in its fight to protect its borders and 
eliminate the terrorists. Accurate, up to date information in English can be found on the following sites: 
rferl.com, kyivpost.com or maidantranslations.com. 
  

The Armed Forces of Ukraine are in a very poor condition, as in the 23 years of independence, there 
was no upkeep or upgrading but only neglect, stealing and illegal selling of supplies, armament and 
equipment. It is the people now, ordinary citizens, who are supporting the Ukrainian Army and National 
Guard, buying food, Kevlar helmets, flack vest, sleeping bags or medical kits.  It has truly become the army 
of the people. For those wishing to help financially, there are many valid sites where funds can be send here 
in the States or wired to Ukraine. A very good organization which I can recommend is the long established 
United Ukrainian American Relief Organization. A check can be sent to them at 1206 Cottman Ave., 
Philadelphia, PA 19111, phone 212-728-1630. Please indicate on the check UA or NG (Army or National 
Guard). You can also donate online with a credit card on their web site: uuarc.org. All donations are tax-
deductible. We cannot fight with guns for Ukraine but we can all help support her in this hour of great need.  
Submitted by Olena Boyko. 
 
Elections:  

As required by TUCA's by-laws that an election of the Board take place every two years, we will 
have the election during the short business meeting at the picnic. Every dues paying member has a vote. 
Please consider offering your time and energy to serve on the Board. If there are no other desiring 
candidates, I am willing to keep serving as President for another term. If you desire to serve on the Board, 
please let us know at the picnic where we will present the full slate of candidates. 
Submitted by Olena Boyko. 
  
Ukraine – Urgent Action Item – Presidential Telephone Storm: 

Please call the Presidential Comment Line at (202) 456-1111, Mon-Fri , 9 AM to 5 PM.  
Please call yourself and distribute widely to your parents, children, relatives and friends to also call 

and leave this message: 
  

“I am asking President Obama to work with Congress to grant Major Non-NATO Ally Status to 
Ukraine.  This status will facilitate the delivery of military supplies to Ukraine. The United States, the 
world’s beacon of democracy, must help Ukraine against Russian aggression. Thank you!” 

  
Here are some notes about Major Non-NATO Ally (MNNA) Status. Thousands of people will be 

calling the President of the United States all week long to request Major Non-NATO Ally (MNNA) Status 
for Ukraine. President Poroshenko requested MNNA Status for Ukraine on July 21 live on CNN. Major non-
NATO ally (MNNA) status is a designation by the United States given to countries that have a strategic 
working relationship with the U.S. Armed Forces but are NOT members of NATO. A critical distinction 
from NATO membership is that the absolute guarantee of mutual defense that NATO members have is not 
given and it does not require the United States military to engage in direct military action immediately in the 
event a country with this designation is attacked. It is not a mutual defense pact. Instead, it confers a variety 
of military and financial advantages and privileges that are otherwise not available to non-NATO countries. 
It does not require approval from NATO members and is unilaterally proclaimed by the United States 
Submitted by Andy Grynewytsch. 
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Top Left:  Berdyansk Orphanage children ready to be evacuated from the “war zone” to Kyiv. 
 
Top Right:  Some of the damage to the orphanage building from shelling.  Building interior looks  
         much worse.  
 
Bottom Center:  Orphans and local children and parents wait for evacuation from danger. 

 


