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A Word from Our President: 

Holiday greetings to TUCA members and friends! 

 
This is my final column as TUCA President. It has been an unexpected pleasure to be in the thick 

of things with TUCA once again over the past 18 months, having taken over from Nadia Hoots following 
her departure for Florida. As with any organization, change is essential to TUCA's vitality, so I look 
forward to seeing the new team in charge next year, and am particularly pleased to have several members 

express interest in joining the Board.  
 

The new President and Board will take the reigns after our general elections, which will coincide 
with the TUCA Christmas party on January 9. While previous Christmas parties have typically been held 
at individual members' homes, to whom TUCA is extremely grateful, for this year's party we have 

managed to secure a large church hall in Virginia Beach (see accompanying announcement). The hall will 
be complete with kitchen facilities to keep the `varenyky' and `kapusta' served hot and tasty! We 

encourage people to bring along traditional Ukrainian dishes, in keeping with the Ukrainian Christmas 
theme. We plan to decorate the hall with the TUCA Christmas tree, and feature Ukrainian Christmas 
music and traditional carols, as well as one or two other interesting surprises. It should be a great event, 

and I hope to see you all there.  
 

Finally, let me express my thanks to the members of the current Board with whom I have worked 
over the past few years as President. Their support and hard work in organizing events and keeping 
TUCA alive and well has ensured a continued presence of Ukrainian cultural life in Hampton Roads.  

 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all!  Веселих Св'ят і щасливого Нового Року!  

Submitted by Wolodymyr (Wally) Melnitchouk 
 
TUCA Board Meeting: 

   The last TUCA board meeting was held on Sunday, October 31 at the home of Wally and Emily 
Melnitchouk in Newport News. In attendance were Wally, Lucy Halunko, Myron Bilyj, Nataliya 

Khomyak, Olena Boyko, and Anna Makhorkina.  
 
Lucy reported that our current balance is $1,292.48, which includes a recent donation of $500 by TUCA 

to the Orphanages of Chornobyl fund organized by the Sts. Constantine & Helen Greek Orthodox 
Cathedral in Richmond.  

It was decided that the next TUCA Christmas party would be held on Sunday, January 9 between 
3:00 and 7:00 PM., with the business meeting at 5:00 PM.  Myron Bilyj will be the Chair of the Christmas 
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party organization. The location will be the church hall of the ``Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish'' 
Byzantine Catholic Church in Virginia Beach, which Olena helped to arrange.  
 

Anna Makhorkina suggested that TUCA have monthly socials, along the lines of the monthly 
socials organized by The Washington Group in Washington, D.C.  

 
TUCA will participate in the International Children's Festival, which will be held in Hampton on 

Saturday, April 16. This event will feature stalls from over 30 countries and regions around the world, and 

will for the first time feature a Ukrainian presence. More information can be found at 
www.hampton.gov/parks/icf/.  

 
Candidates for the upcoming elections to the TUCA board were discussed. We welcome 

additional nominations for all of the posts that will be voted on. 

Submitted by Wally Melnitchouk. 
 

Christmas Party!!! 

This year the TUCA will be celebrating the Ukrainian Christmas season on January 9th (Sunday).  
This will put our gathering after the normally busy time of December and allow for maximum 

participation.  I will be coordinating the party details and if you have any questions or suggestions, please 
feel free to contact me (Myron Bilyj, Phone: (757) 850-1873, Email: crusier27@cox.net.) 

 
Through the gracious hospitality of Father Alex Shuter, we will be holding the party in the church 

hall that is part of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Byzantine Catholic Church in Virginia Beach (directions 

are at the end of this article).  I visited the church and spoke with Deacon Daniel Wolfe and Lector Joseph 
Bernard concerning the use of their facilities.  There is a hall that will easily accommodate our 

membership and has an attached kitchen that we will be able to use for any heating of final food 
preparation. 

 

The TUCA Board will be providing the normal party material (plates, silverware, etc).  
Additionally the Board has arranged for the purchase of 96 varenyky (also known as pyrohy or pierogis) 

for the party. We will also provide soft drinks for the children attending the party.  Other beverages 
should be brought with you if you prefer another specific refreshment.  

 

We request that attendees bring a dish.  The preferred dish would be a Ukrainian style item that is 
appropriate to the season.  Be daring and creative – it’s a party and we want people to sample a variety of 

items.     
 

Additional plans are to have several items that will be presented as “gift door prizes” so please 

ensure you receive a ticket when you enter the area.  If you were inadvertently overlooked, p lease find a 
board member during the party to receive a ticket.  

 
Also since it is a party, and you have any musical instruments, please bring them for us to have 

some people music to supplement the canned music from tapes and CDs.  Enthusiasm counts more than 

perfect pitch. 
 

This year we will have a voluntary “For The Children Fund” collection, where all funds will go to 
support a children associated effort in Ukraine.  We will have information available concerning past 
activities that TUCA has sponsored. The TUCA Board is attempting to arrange for special events to 

include children.  
 

mailto:crusier27@cox.net
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Now for the specifics: 
When:  January 9, 2011 (Sunday) from 3 PM to 7 PM. 
Location:   Our Lady of Perpetual Help Byzantine Catholic Church 

    216 South Parliament Drive, Virginia Beach, Virginia 23462 
  Church Phone Number: (757) 456-0809      Rectory Phone Number: (757) 253-5641 

 Web site: http://www.olphvb.org  
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Traveling from the North: 

Take any road leading to South Witchduck Rd., Cross under I264. Follow South Witchduck Rd. to 

Princess Anne Rd. Turn right onto Princess Anne Rd. and follow to first traffic signal (South Parliament 
Dr.). Make right turn and follow South Parliament Dr. to 216. First church on the right side. 

 
Traveling from the West: 

Traveling on West I64 follow signs for Newtown Rd. (Do not take Virginia Beach exit). Take 

Newtown Rd. South exit. Follow Newtown Rd. South to Princess Anne Rd. Take left at light. Cross 
railroad tracks. Take left at next light onto Parliament Dr. Continue on Parliament (Approx. 1 mile). 

Church is on left side. 
 
Traveling from the South: 

Take any road leading to Kempsville Rd. Follow Kempsville Rd. to Princess Anne Rd. Turn left 
onto Princess Anne Rd. and follow to first traffic signal (South Parliament Dr.). Make right turn and 

follow South Parliament Dr. to 216. First church on the right side.  
 
Traveling from the Virginia Beach Oceanfront: 

Take 264 West to South Witchduck exit 16. Take left at bottom of exit ramp. Follow South 
Witchduck to Princess Anne Rd. Turn right onto Princess Anne Road. Follow Princess Anne Road to first 

traffic light (South Parliament Dr.). Turn right onto South Parliament Dr. Follow South Parliament to 216. 
First church on right side. 
Submitted by Myron Bilyj 

 

Rarely Seen Ukrainian Art: 

  The Glory of Ukraine: Sacred Images from the 11th to the 19th centuries” is a collection of icons, 
crosses, and liturgical objects from the oldest monastery in Ukraine. The exhibit is currently at the 
Meridian International Center, at White-Meyer House (Cafritz Galleries) at 1624 Crescent Place, NW 

Washington, DC 20009 until January 16, 2011. Limited times for viewing are Wednesday-Sunday, 2:00-

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

http://www.olphvb.org/
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5:00 PM. More information and some beautiful images from the exhibit can be found at The Glory of 
Ukraine, on Google. 

 

Also at that site, are images of art by Oksana Mas, a Ukrainian artist. One of her pieces is a unique 
Madonna, which used 15,000 hand-painted wooden Easter eggs to create a mosaic of the Mother of God, 

based upon ancient Ukrainian icons. 
Submitted by Elaine Hampton. 

 

Children of Chornobyl Benefit Dinner: 

A benefit dinner and presentation for the orphanages of Chornobyl was held at Sts. Constantine & 

Helen Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Richmond, Virginia on October 3, 2010. His Grace Bishop Daniel 
from the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA shared his story and the commitment to help the 
unwanted children of Ukraine. The April 26, 1986 the nuclear power plant explosion in Chornobyl 

released a huge amount of radioactivity throughout areas of Ukraine, Russia and Belarus. The disaster still 
impacts the children born in the area to this day. Children are abandoned by parents who don’t want to 

care for a child with mental and/or physical disabilities or can’t care for them. The children are sent to 
orphanages established in forests to minimize the visibility of the disabilities among the general 
population. The orphanages receive limited resources and the facilities are under staffed.  

  
Bishop Daniel began regular visits to three special needs orphanages to provide spiritual and 

financial support. An annual summer visit includes a group of young college students who pay their own 
way to Ukraine. Bishop Daniel and the students take on improvement projects and actively interact w ith 
the children to provide emotional support.  

 
The benefit dinner was initiated and coordinated by Nina Zachary and her son, Subdeacon 

Nicholas Zachary. As a member of the Women’s Club at Sts. Constantine & Helen Greek Orthodox 
Cathedral, Nina suggested supporting the Chornobyl Orphanage Fund. The fund raise was approved and 
cosponsored with the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of USA.  

 
Approximately one hundred people attended the benefit dinner, which included clergy from 

various parishes throughout the state. Several TUCA members were in attendance as well. Olena Boyko 
spoke on behalf of TUCA and thanked the Greek community for supporting the children of Ukraine. The 
TUCA Board approved a donation of $500 for this worthy cause.  

Submitted by Lucy Halunko. 

 

Byzantine Rite Catholic Churches in Tidewater: 

  About twenty-eight years ago a few families that lived in this area petitioned the Bishop of the 
Passaic NJ diocese to establish a church of the Byzantine Rite in Virginia. This is how we began and grew 

to what we are today. The "Ascension of Our Lord" church (Ruthenian or Zakarpatska Tzerkva) is located 
on 114 Palace Lane in Williamsburg. The Liturgy on Sunday is said at 11 :00 AM. Fr. Alex Shuter is our 

pastor. (By the way he is Ukrainian, and has been in America for 10 yrs.) The Liturgy is said in English 
and Church Slavonic. There also is a mission church in Virginia Beach, "Our Lady of Perpetual Help". It 
is located on 216S Parliament Dr. Virginia Beach. The Liturgy there is said at 8:00 AM on Sunday.  

 
Both churches are very active. Look on our websites http://www.ascensionva.org for the 

Williamsburg Church and http://www.olphvb.org for the Virginia Beach Church for listings of the latest 
activities.  If there is enough interest Fr. Alex is willing to have a Liturgy in the Ukrainian language. 
Come and join us at either of the churches and see if you would like to become a member of our church 

family. 
Submitted by Orysia Stefaniw. 
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More About a Famous Ukrainian Carol: 

A very popular Christmas carol (and I think one of the most beautiful), "The Carol of the Bells”, 

used in “Home Alone" 1 and 2, George Winston’s lyrical piano solos, Mannheim Steamroller’s Christmas 
album, and other musical venues, was composed by a Ukrainian.  Mykola Dmytrovych Leontovych based 

his work on an ancient traditional Ukrainian New Year’s folk chant that he composed in 1916. It had its 
premiere in the U.S. at Carnegie Hall, in 1921.  
 

The original text of “Shchedryk” “the Generous One” or “bountiful” tells of a swallow flying into 
a household to proclaim the plentiful and bountiful year that the family will have. The original folk chant 

was associated with the coming New Year, which in pre-Christian Ukraine, was originally celebrated in 
April, a time of bounty in Ukraine. Now the carol is sung on the eve of the Julian New Year. When we 
hear “the Carol of the Bells” (and perhaps sing it together at the TUCA Christmas party!) we can feel a 

sense of Ukrainian pride. (Info from Wikipedia) 
Submitted by Elaine Hampton. 

 

Helplessness and Hopelessness in Ukraine: 

With the victory of Viktor Yanukovych in the February election, the current Ukrainian-American 

press is filled with articles of despair at the steady eradication of basic freedoms in Ukraine. Starting with 
his choice of ministers, many of whom are downright anti-Ukrainian, deriding her culture, history and 

language, his government has moved swiftly and decisively to undermine the gains made during the 
Orange Revolution. 
 

Corruption is openly rampant in all spheres of life: education, business, law, media, etc. Nothing 
gets accomplished without a bribe. The nation is ruled by elected "deputies" who are mostly corrupt 

oligarchs who use Ukraine's abundant resources to enrich themselves and ship this stolen wealth to 
offshore banks. Freedom of the press is under not so subtle attack as crusading journalists are kidnapped, 
threatened or meet with "accidents"; independent TV stations have lost licenses or markets, movies may 

be in Russian only. Most onerous is the move to give legal status to the Russian language thereby 
facilitating the growing pattern of moving Ukraine under the control and influence of Russia.  

 
The present policy of the United States is to basically follow the lead of Western Europe that 

mollifies Russia to insure that gas flows freely through Ukraine. The U.S. wants Russian support of its 

policies toward Iran and Afghanistan, so in exchange for "stability", the sliding of Ukraine from an 
imperfect democracy toward a police state is not on the international radar screen.  

 
But the people of Ukraine have tasted freedom and the present generation grew up in independent 

Ukraine. Throughout its history, Ukraine has had its share of homegrown traitors and opportunists, but 

has risen again and again to overcome oppression. So it is with prayers for the people and nation of 
Ukraine that in the following years the hope for prosperity, freedom and democracy will not be 

extinguished. 
Submitted by Olena Boyko. 

 

Taking Care of the Orphans: 

Whatever our religious beliefs, as we are approaching the Christmas Season, I'm sure all of us give 

some thought if not to the "Good News", at least to the "good will toward men". And, truly, there is a lot 
of good will happening, especially during this season. I want to share about some important "good will" 
TUCA members are involved in.  
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But let me "set the stage" first.  As we look at the pictures of baby Jesus in the manger, I want to 
challenge us to look at it in a little different light.  Jesus came to this Earth as a helpless little baby and 
was dependent upon people around Him for survival.... And, furthermore, in modern terms, He had to be 

adopted by Joseph, Virgin Mary's husband, in order for Him to be accepted in that society... Joseph, a 
common man, was entrusted with an immense task of caring for God's Son, teaching Him to live in 

human society and raising Him to become a productive member of that society... I'm hesitant to think 
what would have happened if he said "no" to God's call... Actually, God would have probably found 
someone else to accomplish His will, and Joseph would have missed out on a huge blessing to make 

history!  How many of us, though, do miss out on huge blessings by not showing the "good will toward 
men", and not taking care of "the least of these", as we are all commanded in the Bible (Mt. 25:40)?  

Well, I'm glad to report that TUCA members in common are not amongst those, since we ARE taking 
care of the needy kids in Ukraine with the humanitarian projects we support!  
 

The kids at the Berdyansk Training Center for Graduating Orphans and Vulnerable Children, 
supported by TUCA for the past several years through CBN's Orphan's Promise are doing great! The 

nursery set up with the TUCA funding last year is accommodating and helping the development of babies 
of the girls attending the Center and volunteers from the community. Setting up a day care business, as we 
encouraged them, wasn't feasible there, since Ukraine's government gives moms a 3-year maternity leave 

and the concept of paying for child care is still under development in that part of the world. The TUCA 
nursery is serving young graduated orphans well in training and nurturing their babies instead of sending 

them to an orphanage.  
 
I also wanted to share about the current situation in the "orphans of Ukraine" field as many TUCA 

members often ask me about this. I think it's best done by passing along this letter that we just got from 
Steve Weber, one of our Field Directors in Ukraine. He has been working there for CBN Ukraine (many 

of you, especially those that grew up in Ukraine, are familiar with this organization in Ukraine through 
the "Superbook" cartoons and the famous in the whole Ukraine superhero Robik- and we work together 
on coordinating projects for the children of Ukraine. You may know that the birth of CBN's Orphan’s 

Promise began in Ukraine five years ago. Read what Steve writes to Terry Meeuwsen, the former Miss 
America, and current co-host of the 700 Club and Director of Orphan's Promise: 

 
"Hi, Terry,  I just wanted to give you a personal thanks for your support of the recent launching of 

“Ukraine without any orphans.” This event was amazing. I wish you could have been there. It certainly 

could be one of the most significant things that I’ve been a part of since the beginning of our ministry to 
the CIS nations. Really the heart and soul of this is a key group of Ukrainians. I’m just cheering them on. 

I think it was the first conference that I’ve known about that filled up 3 weeks before it started. There was 
a sense that God was doing something, starting something that no man will be able to stop. We just need 
to remain humble and grateful. There was a sense of unity that is always talked about but rarely 

experienced. We had different denomination leaders get up with impassioned messages that now is the 
time for the church to take responsibility for the orphans until there are none left.  

 
If we’re faithful, I really believe that Ukraine could become a model nation for other nations to 

follow. This could truly be a historical moment for Ukraine and consequently a tipping point for a blessed 

future for Ukrainians as they bring the orphans into their homes and care for them in their distress. The 
Lord gave me a very interesting thought that I received there. In Deut. 24 near the end, it talks about when 

you harvest and you leave a stalk don’t go back and get it, leave it for the strangers, orphan and widow. 
Then the same, when you shake your olive branches, do it only once. And then when you gather your 
grapes, the same. I asked myself, why these three images. Then it came to me. The grain – the bread. The 

olive – the oil. The grapes – the wine. The bread – the body of Christ, the oil- anointing of the Holy Spirit. 
The wine – the blood of Christ. As we’re personally focused on these needy groups, we become the 
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broken body of Christ, the poured out wine of His blood and the anointing power comes as we do this. 
Isn’t that amazing? You’ve experienced this just like we have. God is so cool!!!"  

 

Wouldn't it be cool if Ukraine, the former Bread Basket of Europe and the Cradle of Chr istianity, 
again took its rightful place and showed the nations of the world that are still struggling with orphan 

problems how to do it? One of those would be Russia, which currently has over 1 million orphans.... I 
think we are one the brink of watching "history happen" here! 

 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace and good will toward men! Merry Christmas!  
Submitted by Natalia Khomyak. 

 

Ha, Ha, Dues! 

 The Christmas Party takes place January 9, 2011.  May I repeat it, 2011!  A New Year! Please 

don't forget it is time to pay your dues.  Really, just $20 per family for the entire year.  
 

 

 

 

Христос Родився!            Славіте Його! 

Christ is Born!               Glorify Him! 
 
 

     Щасливого Нового Року! 

     Happy New Year! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TUCA is a social and cultural organization with no political or religious affiliation. The content 

expressed in the articles appearing in this newsletter is solely that of the authors and does not 

necessarily reflect the views of TUCA. 

 


