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TUCA Christmas Party: 
 It is that time again and once more we will gather to celebrate Christmas, maybe sing a few 
carols, share some of the delicious Ukrainian food, and raise our glasses in a Christmas toast.  Our 
Christmas Party has always been our most popular and best-attended event.  We hope that it continues 
to be so and that we will see everyone there. 
 We are once again indebted to Cynthia and Myron Bilyj for hosting this event.  The party is 
scheduled for Sunday, December 27, 2009 starting at 3:00 PM.  The Bilyj's address is 407 Willow 
Oaks Boulevard, in Hampton.  We can no longer publish detailed directions to members' homes, so if 
you don't remember how to get there, please telephone Myron at (757) 850-1873. 
 Christmas is a very special time, especially for us Ukrainians, who are blessed with so many 
customs and traditions associated with the feast of Nativity.  Hopefully we will enrich our celebration 
by wearing our Ukrainian embroidered blouses and shirts and overload the table with a multitude of 
Ukrainian cuisine we bring to be shared with our friends. 
 
A Few Words From Our President: 
 We've had an active few months for TUCA.  Our summer Ukrainian Independence Day picnic 
was held for the first time at the First Landing State Park in Virginia Beach in August, and was a great 
success with a large turn-out and several new folks joining in the festivities.  In November we were 
treated to a visit by the Virsky Ukrainian National Dance Company, who performed at the Ferguson 
Center in Newport News.  I don't think anyone from the 30 or so TUCA members who attended was 
disappointed -- the performance was quite stunning.  It was the second visit by Virsky to Hampton 
Roads in recent years and one hopes it won't be the last. 
 On a sad note, we lost one of our founding members, and the former Humanitarian Director, 
Mike Luciw, who passed away in October after a long illness.  Our sympathies go to Olga and her 
family.  Mike will be sorely missed by everyone. 
 As you will read in more detail later in this newsletter, TUCA is organizing special food 
packages to be sent to Ukrainian servicemen currently in Afghanistan in honor of Mike.  Given the 
generosity that he showed in organizing numerous humanitarian aid for Ukrainians in need, this is a 
fitting tribute to Mike. 
 As the Christmas season approaches, we welcome you to out next event -- the TUCA 
Christmas Party, which will be held on Sunday, December 27, at the home of Cynthia and Myron Bilyj 
(see details above).  We have held the Christmas party on several occasions at their home, and each 
year it's been a wonderful gathering of friends sharing in the spirit and traditions of Ukrainian 
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Christmas.  We again thank Cynthia and Myron for their hospitality and look forward to see you all 
then.  I for one can't wait for the "varenyky" and "kutia". 
Submitted by Wally Melnitchouk. 
 
Some Thoughts About "Virsky": 
 From the warm, traditional bread and salt greeting, to the equally warm heart-felt hand over 
heart "farewell," the Virsky Ukrainian National Dance Company touched the hearts of the audience at 
the Ferguson Center at CNU 

It was a chilly night November 6, but inside over two dozen TUCA members and friends 
(many wearing their Ukrainian attire), and an almost full house were treated to the breath-taking, 
gravity-defying traditional Ukrainian folk choreographed art. 

Many regions of Ukraine, in each region's beautifully embroidered costume, were represented 
in choreographed "narrative": Cossack skillful amazing leaps; lyrical "stories" about pure love between 
two young people; sailors' pride in their heritage; poor men appreciating a new pair of shoes; and the 
Hopak from the opera Taras Bulba with its familiar melodies.  All dances were executed with the 
lightest of foot at sometimes seemingly lightning speed, most skilled expression, and making some 
viewers feel like leaping with the dancers! 

Once again we felt proud to be Ukrainian and part of such a beautiful, rich cultural heritage 
from (according to the Ferguson brochure) "...the wonderful land of Ukraine." 
Submitted by Elaine Hampton. 
 
Carol Of The Bells: 
 A bit of Christmas related information of Ukrainian origin, although many people are not aware 
of this. 
 "Carol of the Bells" (also known as the "Ukrainian Bell Carol") is a choral miniature work 
originally composed by the Ukrainian composer Mykola Dmytrovych Leontovych. Throughout the 
composition, Leontovych used a four-note motif as an ostinato which was taken from an ancient pagan 
Ukrainian New Year's chant known in Ukrainian as "Shchedryk". The original work was intended to 
be sung a cappella. Three variants of the composition were created by the composer.  

"The Carol of The Bells" was premiered in December 1916 by a choral group made up of 
students at Kiev University. It was introduced to Western audiences by the Ukrainian National Chorus 
during its concert tour of Europe and the Americas, where it premiered in the United States on October 
5, 1921 at Carnegie Hall. It was later adapted into English language version by Peter Wilhousky in the 
1930s. An alternate English version ("Ring, Christmas Bells") with more explicitly Nativity-based 
lyrics, written by Minna Louise Hohman in 1947, is also widely performed.[1]  
Submitted by Lucy Halunko (from Wikipedia). 
 
Statement by the President of the United States on the Ukrainian Holodomor Remembrance 
Day: 
 On November 13, the President of the United States, Barak Obama, made an official statement 
commemorating the remembrance of the "Holodomor" in Ukraine. 

"Seventy six years ago, millions of innocent Ukrainians – men, women, and children – starved 
to death as a result of the deliberate policies of the regime of Joseph Stalin. Tomorrow, we join 
together, Ukrainian-Americans and all Americans, to commemorate these tragic events and to honor 
the many victims.  

From 1932 to 1933, the Ukrainian people suffered horribly during what has become known as 
the Holodomor – “death by hunger” – due to the Stalin regime’s seizure of crops and farms across 
Ukraine. Ukraine had once been a breadbasket of Europe. Ukrainians could have fed themselves and 
saved millions of lives, had they been allowed to do so. As we remember this calamity, we pay respect 
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to millions of victims who showed tremendous strength and courage. The Ukrainian people overcame 
the horror of the great famine and have gone on to build a free and democratic country. 

Remembering the victims of the man-made catastrophe of Holodomor provides us an 
opportunity to reflect upon the plight of all those who have suffered the consequences of extremism 
and tyranny around the world.  We hope that the remembrance of Holodomor will help prevent such 
tragedy in the future." 
Copied from the Internet. 
 
The 78th Commemoration of Holodomor: 
 At 4 PM on November 28th, 30,000 candles were lit in Glory Park in Kyiv, as Ukrainians 
around the world observed a moment of silence in memory of the 3 to 7 million innocent Ukrainian 
people murdered by starvation by the Soviet government in the winter of 1932-1933. Despite long-
term denial that such starvation even occurred, newly opened archives have forced today's Russian 
government to at least acknowledge the famine but still insist that it was not a genocide against the 
Ukrainian nation as the hunger was more wide-spread and not limited to Ukraine.  

Today, the Government of Ukraine is seeking to designate the Holodomor as Genocide against 
the Ukrainian nation. More countries in the world have done so and that is why President Obama's 
letter is an important step forward. The Security Service of Ukraine has exposed and publicized names 
of the top officials that "orchestrated the crime of genocide against Ukraine" and is moving forward 
toward post-mortem prosecutions.  

Another progressive step has been dismantling in Kyiv the statute of Hryhorij Petrovsky, 
considered one of the main instigators of the famine. Petrovsky was an ethnic Ukrainian but a 
committed Bolshevik revolutionary who joined Lenin in forming the Soviet Union. He rejected 
Ukrainian nationalism, fought against the Ukrainian People's Republic (1917-1919), was a close ally of 
Stalin as his Prime Minister in Ukraine and as the executor of his brutal policies.  

Petrovsky, whose body lies near the Kremlin Wall in Moscow, is one of the highest Soviet 
figures to have his statue demolished by official degree, but his legacy is still prominent in Ukraine. 
The important, central industrial city of Dnipropetrovsk still carries his name. 
Submitted by Olena Boyko. 
 
In Memoriam -- Michael Luciw: 
 TUCA recently lost one of its founding members. Michael Luciw passed away on October 21, 
2009 in Youngstown, Ohio from complications with heart disease and diabetes. Mike was born in 
Villach, Austria to Ukrainian parents and immigrated to the U.S. in 1951. His family settled in 
Youngstown, Ohio where Mike lived until his young adult years. Mike moved to Richmond, Virginia 
and shortly there after married Olga. They were married for 39 years and have two sons, Michael Jr. 
and Gregory. Mike worked as a draftsman at Baskervill & Sons and Hanover Engineers prior to his 
early retirement, and was a member of the American Society of Plumbing Engineers. Mike was very 
proud of his Ukrainian heritage and was a long time member of St, John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Richmond, VA. He was and active and dedicated member of TUCA almost from its 
inception and served as our Humanitarian Aid Director.  He was instrumental in coordinating several 
large aid shipments to Ukraine.  Private services were held in Youngstown,Ohio.  He will truly be 
missed. 
 To honor Mike's memory and his long time dedication to TUCA, the Board will send a St. 
Nicholas gift package to each of the 10 Ukrainian Soldiers presently serving in Afghanistan as support 
personnel under NATO.  Each box will have a card noting that this is a gift in memory of Mike, his 
great love for Ukraine and moral support for their service. 
 Thus the spirit of Mike will journey from the United States to Afghanistan and on to Ukraine.  
Mike had always wanted to travel to Ukraine and now these soldiers will carry the memory of this 
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unexpected gift and his name back home to share with their family and friends.  Mike surely will be 
smiling from above. 
 We express our thanks to TUCA members who made individual contributions to support this 
project in Mike's memory. To Olga and sons Michael Jr. and Gregory, our deepest sympathy.  To 
Mike, "May he rest in peace and may the Lord grant him Vichnuyu Pamyat!"  (Eternal Memory) 
Submitted by Lucy Halunko & Olena Boyko. 
 
Ukrainian Play/Study Group: 
 This is a call to anyone interested in joining a Ukrainian play group/study group for young 
children.  The idea is to get together on a weekly basis with parents and children to interact in the 
Ukrainian language in a fun and friendly environment.  Possible activities include reading children's 
books, watching videos, making crafts, and learning songs, as well as free play.  The aim is to provide 
a forum for immigrants from Ukraine who wish their children to interact with others in Ukrainian, as 
well as for American parents of Ukrainian children who would like to help their kids to maintain their 
native language and culture.  This may particularly appeal to parents with adopted children from 
Ukraine.  Anyone interested, please contact Wally Melnitchouk (757) 692-6881 or wmel@cox,net. 
Submitted by Wally Melnitchouk. 
 
18th Anniversary of Ukrainian Independence: 
 During our August picnic Olena Boyko delivered a very heartfelt and patriotic address about 
the 18th Anniversary of our Independence.  It was more than appropriate, since the picnic was held on 
August 24th, the Ukrainian Independence Day.  Several members have requested that Olena's address 
be reprinted in this newsletter, so here it is: 
  

Today we have gathered as part of the worldwide Ukrainian Diaspora to celebrate the 18th 
Anniversary of Ukraine's Independence.  From our parents and grandparents, we learned to love this 
far off land, we respected its culture, we honored its history, we lived its traditions and we yearned for 
its freedom. 
 And then, the Berlin wall crumbled, the iron curtain imploded and in 1991 the people of 
Ukraine went to the polls and overwhelmingly voted for independence.  We in the United States 
expected Ukraine to emerge as a solid, western, democratic state, a patriotic nation.  The citizens of 
Ukraine equated freedom with prosperity and expected a western lifestyle and free apartments.  Both 
were unrealized, as they were unrealistic. 
 With this declaration came high hopes and expectations, but in the intervening 18 years hopes 
were dashed and expectations dimmed.  Historically, every nation in emerging from tyranny, 
colonialism or dictatorship lived through a period of turmoil, chaos, and even bloodshed of brother 
fighting brother.  Ukraine has a long, complex one thousand year old history, but it is a very short span 
as a modern independent state. 
 In the founding of the United States, even with a homogeneous voting population (white, male, 
property owner), there were many conflicts and rebellions against the federal government. The great 
failure of our founding fathers to address the issue of slavery came back to haunt us, culminating in the 
horrors of Civil War.  There were deficiencies in the constitution, tirades against the president, 
scandals in Washington, but we persevered and prevailed and 225 years later are still building this 
great nation. 
 These 18 years of Independence are a milestone for Ukraine.  Not during the Kozak Era, not 
during the revolutionary years of WWI, was Ukraine able to maintain its freedom for so long.  Yes 
there are disappointments and shortcomings, but as every parent knows, teen-age years are tough and 
demanding and confusing.  Every year is precious and with age and experience comes maturity, 
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 So on this 18th Anniversary, we are raising a toast to Ukraine, to its statehood and the resilience 
of its people of whom we are descendent.  Democracy has prevailed, it is functioning, and another free 
presidential election will soon take place.  Slava Ukraini!  Glory to Ukraine!  And a long, long life.  
Monhaya Lita! 
 
A Note From Nadia: 
 Nadia was one of the original TUCA members, a past TUCA treasurer and also its president 
She was very active and continuously got us involved in a variety of projects and exhibits.  If there was 
a pysanka demonstration anywhere between Virginia Beach and Richmond, you could bet that Nadia 
was not only a participant, but also the organizer.  We will miss her smiling face and her incessant 
efforts for TUCA.  Here is an e-mail from Nadia in her new home in Florida: 
 

First of all please accept my deepest apology for my long silence. From the time I moved down 
to Florida the days have been moving at such a rapid pace that I can hardly believe it is a little more 
than a week until Thanksgiving. I know that that is no excuse, but I do want you to know that you are 
in my thoughts and even though I haven't responded, I have been reading the emails and am deeply 
saddened at the loss of Mike Luciw. If you can send me Olya's address I would like to send her a card. 

Please accept my apology once again for not expressing my gratitude for the beautiful gift that 
Wally presented me with before I left for Florida. Your kindness will always be remembered. I miss 
the TUCA meetings and TUCA friends. You have all been such a special part of my life. It was so 
much fun getting together only as Ukrainians can. I will always reflect on the board meetings on my 
deck during the summer. That was always so special. 

When I first moved to Florida I had the good fortune and was extremely blessed to stay at a 
friend's home for about 3 months. That was absolutely heavenly! It wasn't just the opportunity to stay 
at a magnificent home, but it was a great place for me during this transition. Now I am in my own 
home and have been here for a little over a month.  

The loan process and finding a home were somewhat tedious. In spite of all the rhetoric, getting 
a loan was not that easy, even though banks have the money they seem to be somewhat reticent to lend 
money. The housing situation is somewhat interesting as well. Many houses are short sales which 
means it can take a long time to actually close on a house. There are also many houses that are in 
foreclosure, typically those houses are destroyed on the inside. However, in spite of all that I found a 
house that was a foreclosure that was purchased by an investor who flipped it to me. He had done a 
considerable amount of work from what I have been told by neighbors. In spite of that I still had a lot 
to do in order to transform it into what I wanted. That was fun but expensive. Fortunately, the house 
was a really good price. 

I haven't even begun to get the yard up to snuff yet. I have done a little bit but not that much 
yet. All in all, everything is going well.  

I am living in Cape Coral, which is a happening little town. There are all sorts of festivals 
There was an Oktoberfest, an Italian festival, a motorcycle event, it seems that every weekend has 
something going on. I haven't really gotten too involved yet, but now that my projects are pretty well 
completed, I will begin to venture out. I live in a very cozy neighborhood, across from a canal, not on, 
but I do have water view from my front window. I do miss that beautiful view I had in Virginia Beach. 

I hope you all weathered the storm well and weren't too badly affected by it. I had lots of text 
messages and calls about how bad it was in Virginia Beach. 
Submitted by Nadia Hoots. 
 
The Berdyansk Orphanage Can Show Lots Of Success: 
 It seems like only yesterday TUCA sponsored a St. Nicholas party for Ukrainian orphans.  It's 
hard to believe that four years have passed. 
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As we look back, it is very gratifying to see what has been accomplished in such a short period  
of time.  Many of you know most of this information though the TUCA newsletter updates, but I'll 
summarize them shortly to help us see the Big Picture of how we are making a difference in Ukraine. 

That St. Nicholas party was the beginning of a great relationship for TUCA members.  Later 
that year I was able to visit the orphanage and have an opportunity to see "our" kids and their friends 
was struck by the number of wonderful older children who would soon age out of the orphanage (at 
15-16 years) and how unprepared they were for life.  How could we leave them behind?  Their lives 
were destined for the streets, prostitution, alcohol and a dead-end existence. 

As the answer to that need Orphan's Promise (www.OrphansPromise.org), a special project for 
orphans and vulnerable children, was started under the umbrella of CBN (www.cbn.org) and TUCA 
got involved form the day one.  TUCA was one of the first "investors" to help purchase the building 
for the Berdyansk Training Center, now one of eight Orphan's Promise Training Centers in Ukraine, 
which were started the following year.  There the children learn computer basics, English and life skills 
to help them to successfully transition into society and make a difference in their own community. 

Last year a Transition Home for graduating orphans was opened as a part of the Center.  
Recently two girls with babies have "joined the family" …these girls made mistakes early in life, both 
were on the streets, but found help in the Orphans Promise Center.  They did not want their children to 
grow up in the orphanage, like they did. 

Here is the truly exciting part.  This year for our humanitarian project TUCA has designated 
$500 to establish a Nursery Room in the Training Center, which was not equipped to handle babies  
(thanks to the creative idea of Myron Bilyj!).  We are also going to encourage the Training center staff 
to not only use this room for the babies, but also to turn it into a training facility that will teach 
babysitting skills, and also become a micro enterprise facility that will help provide for the needs of the 
Center (day-care).  What a blessing to the children and their community this facility will be! 

What once started as a dream has come full circle for the precious children of Berdyansk and 
TUCA is a big part of it.. 
Submitted by Nataliya Khomyak. 
 
Some News From Kremenchuk Baby House: 
 As you have read in the last newsletter, the modern playground dedicated to Zina and built with 
the help of TUCA contributions as well as a large contribution from Orphan's Promise has been 
completed and is in operation.  Representatives from An Orphan's Bright Star, who were the 
originators of the playground project, visited the site shortly after its opening and reported that the 
playground gets a lot of use, the kids love it, the staff is proud of it, and many other smaller but 
significant improvements have been completed at the baby house since their last visit.  I have a 
collection of photographs but was not able to include them in the newsletter.  Hopefully next time. 
Submitted by Andy Grynewytsch. 
 
TUCA Dues for 2010: 

It’s time to mail in your TUCA annual dues. The label on your TUCA Newsletter indicates that  
your 2010 annual dues have been paid. If the address label displays “Pd=2010,” your dues are up-to-
date.  If an earlier year appears on the label, we have not received your dues for 2010. If “PD=0000” 
appears, we have no record of you ever paying TUCA dues of $20.00 per family. Checks may be made 
out to TUCA and sent to Lucy Halunko, PO Box 18351, Richmond, VA  23226. 

 
Contributions for the children of Ukraine are always welcome. Please specify on your check 

that the money is to go to the children’s fund. 
Submitted by Lucy Halunko. 
 



 7

 
TUCA is a social and cultural organization with no political or religious affiliation. The opinions 
expressed in the articles appearing in this newsletter are solely those of the authors and do not 
necessarily represent those of TUCA. 
 
We had a number of photographs available for this issue of the newsletter, a number from our summer 
picnic, some from two TUCA Board meetings, some from the Berdyansk Training Center and some 
more from the Kremenchuk orphanage.  Unfortunately I am still having continuous computer problems 
and was able to get only one photo into the newsletter. 
 

  


