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Thanks you all for electing me to be the TUCA president for the next 2 years.  It is my hope to serve you well.  We have a great board and lots to look forward to in the upcoming years.


Ingamaj and Joanna presented an educational and fun filled Pysanka Workshop at the Virginia Beach Central Library, which was well attended.


In the fall we have the opportunity to have a Holodomor program.  We have the support of the Susan Paddock at the Central Library which will be the venue for the event.  With your help, we can create a powerful awareness of the genocide in Ukraine in the 30’s.


The above mentioned are only a few of the activities we have been engaged in, and will be working on.  It is important for us to participate in whatever outreaches and projects come up and help the community have a better awareness of Ukraine and our culture, to help Ukrainians both here and abroad, as well as to get together as a group and have some fine fellowship while sharpening our Ukrainian language skills.


Again thank you for allowing me to serve as your president.  BUD’MO!











If you’ve received a return envelope along with this month’s TUCA newsletter, you have yet to pay your 2007 membership dues. At $20.00 a year (or 38 cents a week), membership dues shouldn’t prove to be a huge burden for our members. Collecting these dues allows us to make a positive difference for the Ukrainian American community in eastern Virginia and beyond.


We also encourage and accept donations, above and beyond your annual dues. You may donate to the genaral TUCA fund, or to the special "For The Children" fund which is used only for our support of a Ukrainian orphanage.  Actually, right now our "For The Children" fund is exhausted.  All of it, as well as additional money from the TUCA treasury, have been used for our donation to the Berdyansk orphanage last year. We have to replenish the FTC fund so that we can continue our limited sponsorship of the Berdyansk orphan training center.  Please be generous!











Spring is here and it is time for our annual Spring get-together.  Our thanks go out to Cynthia and Myron Bilyj, who once again have volunteered their home for the next TUCA meeting and a belated Easter celebration.  We will meet on SUNDAY, April 15, starting at 4:00 PM at the Bilyj residence in Hampton.  


As always, please bring some of your favorite delicacies to share with your friends.  April 15 is just one week after Easter, so just pretend it is Easter Sunday once again and get creative in the kitchen.  Except for paskha, eggs, sausages and other things like "salo", "khrin" and salt, which we put in our Easter baskets to be blessed after the Liturgy, there are really no special traditional Ukrainian dishes for the Easter holidays like we have for Christmas.  Feel free to bring anything.


	Since everyone gets thirsty, be sure to also bring some refreshments.  But the main thing is, please be there.  We expect to see all of you and we expect you to have fun!








A Word from Our New President, Nadia Hoots





The Tidewater Ukrainian Cultural Association (TUCA) was established in October 1996 when a group of local Americans of varied backgrounds met during the historic visit of two vessels of Ukrainian Naval Forces to the Norfolk Naval Base. From this encounter evolved a desire to form a Ukrainian-American Association in the greater Tidewater area.
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Margaret Thatcher is the Yulia Tymoshenko of the UK


Submitted by Stefan P. Stefaniuk





Directions to Myron and Cynthia Bilyj’s House





From Interstate-64 take Exit 263-B, Mercury Blvd. East, going towards Hampton Coliseum, Fort Monroe, etc., not towards James River bridge.  Watch for new interchanges at I-64 and Mercury Blvd Intersection.


After passing Coliseum Drive, Armistead Ave., LaSalle Ave., and North King Street (Rt. 278) overpass, look for Fox Hill Road or Rt. 169 South signs.  There is a Shell service station and a Hardee’s on the left side of Mercury Blvd. at the Fox Hill intersection.  (This is about 2.8 miles from I-64 exit).


Turn left onto Fox Hill Road.  At second traffic light, (1.4 miles) turn left again onto Willow Oaks Boulevard.  You’ll see Willow Oaks shopping center on left just before the turn.  After approximately three short blocks you’ll pass the first Stop Sign. After the Stop Sign, look for number 000, a two story white colonial in a cul-de-sac on the left side.  If you pass a second Stop Sign, you’ve gone just a little too far.


For people coming from the Southside (Norfolk, VaBeach, etc.)  a shorter route is to get off I-64 at the first exit after Hampton Roads Tunnel, Exit 267, Woodland Ave.   Go up Woodland  Ave. to Fox Hill Road.  Turn left on Fox Hill Rd. and go to Willow Oaks Blvd., which will be on the right, just before shopping center.  Start looking for 000 on the left side after first Stop Sign.  Sorry, no landmarks or distances for this route.  


If you get lost, call Myron or Cynthia for better directions.





Good Luck and we’ll see you there…..





When In Ukraine


Submitted by William S. Stefaniuk





The night before I flew out for my first visit to Kyiv, Ukraine, I made sure to go and pull out enough money to satisfy my five-day trip.  The current exchange rate ratio for Ukrainian to US currency is about five to one, so $300 was sufficient for me.  It’s about as much as an average Kyivan makes in about a month.


	The flight on Aerosvit Airlines was affordable and comfortable.  As the plane began its descent upon Ukrainian soil, the people on the flight even joined together to sing the national anthem exhibiting their high sense of pride and nationalism for their country.  It was a most interesting experience.  Once on the ground, locating an affordable taxi was easy and took about 25 – 30 minutes to take me to the hotel on the bank of the Dnipro River.  


	The Slavutych Hotel that I stayed at did not look like much from the outside, but the staff was hospitable and the rooms very well maintained.  There was a safely located ATM in the hotel for easy access, which was a huge plus as I’ve heard the ATM’s located on the city streets may sometimes be dangerous.  The taxis are also very affordable and conveniently located throughout the city and can be called to pick you up from your hotel by the staff.  It would be wise to avoid public transportation like the metro (subway), trolleys and streetcars which are cramped like a sardine can and only heighten your chances of being pick-pocketed.


	One of the two favorite parts of my trip was the food I enjoyed, which ranged from the commonly known Ukrainian delicacies, such as holubtsi, varenyky and borsch, not to mention a great variety of pastries.  The best part of eating at local restaurants though, is the price.  I had a four-course meal and a drink for only $4 - $5.  The only exception is if you go to tourist frequented or western controlled restaurants like TGIF, which charge the same high prices as in the States.  One additional thing is to stay away from the mixed berries you’ll be seeing sold downtown.  They may contain high traces of radiation as some of my family that has also visited recently found out the hard way. 


The second favorite part of my trip was the shopping.  Even though things may be semi-cheap downtown, you should also try to locate the non-tourist attracted streets. As long as you speak enough Ukrainian, you will be able to haggle for your desired price and can purchase a lot of nice, culturally significant items ranging from a great variety of pysanky to Kozak hats and so on. 


The people were very pleasant and approachable; being surrounded by so many Ukrainians in one place was a comforting feeling like being around family for me.  Beware of the police though, especially revealing that you’re American in any way, because they might try to harass you for your passport or money.  The same goes for customs officers at the airport; I’ve had no issues, but I’ve heard stories of foreigners being harassed for no apparent reason.  


Walking up and down the Khreshchatyk was probably the highlight of the trip, including a visit to St. Sophia’s Cathedral and many other great landmarks. All in all, I would rate my Ukrainian trip and experience a 4.5 out of 5, a must see for anyone, especially if you speak Ukrainian.





World’s Oldest Man Marks 116th Birthday


Submitted by Melanie Paul 


From a Reuters story filed by Lyuba Sorokina, Mar. 15, 2007





STARIY YARYCHIV, Ukraine (Reuters) -- A former shepherd presumed to be the world's oldest living person celebrated his 116th birthday on Thursday with a glass of champagne -- diluted with water and fruit juice.


Hyrhory Nestor's passport -- issued by authorities in post-Soviet Ukraine -- shows he was born on March 15, 1891. At that time, his home region belonged to the Austro-Hungarian empire, only to become part of Poland after World War One. Later it was run by the Soviet Union after the Kremlin and Nazi Germany divided up eastern Europe in 1939.


Nestor's birth date makes him nearly two years older than Yone Minagawa, a Japanese woman who turned 114 in January. She is currently listed by the International Committee on Supercentenarians as the world's oldest person.


Dozens of well-wishers crowded into the modest two-story house Nestor shares with the family of his late sister's grand-daughter, Oksana Savchuk, in a village 30 km (18 miles) east of the historic city of Lviv. Village council members and church elders raised a glass of champagne.  Savchuk ensured his was suitably watered down.


Dressed in a blue shirt and black sweater, Nestor beamed as officials offered best wishes. Bent over, but sporting a full head of silvery hair, he now has difficulty moving out of doors. But the diminutive Nestor abruptly stood when well-wishers broke into the traditional birthday song "Long May you Live" (Mnohaya Lita!).


A shepherd most of his working life, he never married, a fate Savchuk says was the result of a combination of enduring poverty and his short stature.  Nestor jokes he remained unmarried because he valued the freedom of single life and attributes his longevity to clean living and religious observance. He also wryly concludes that life was probably best under Austrian rule.


Among the greetings at the celebration was a telegram from President Viktor Yushchenko: "Today you are Ukraine's oldest resident and witness to more than a century of our homeland's history. Your life is worthy of the highest respect."


According to the Guinness Book of Records, the longest any woman has lived is 122 years. The oldest man was 120 when he died in 1986.





Our Holiday Wishes





The TUCA board of directors would like to extend to each and every one of our members, friends and supporters our sincere wishes for a happy and healthy Easter Holiday.  As we say in Ukraine --  Христос Воскрес!  Воістину Воскрес!  


Can't read Ukrainian?  Oh well, Khrystos Voskres!  Voistynu Voskres! which of course means Christ is Risen!  He is Risen Indeed!





Our Last Christmas Party


Submitted by Wally Melnitchouk





Our last membership meeting was the traditional TUCA Christmas party, which was held on Saturday, January 6, at the home of Jackie and Nick Azaransky in Virginia Beach. The date was very appropriate as it coincided with the Ukrainian "Sviatyj Vechir" (Christmas Eve or literally Holy Evening) according to the Julian calendar, which had been used by all Ukrainian churches in the past and is still used by many Ukrainians for important holidays.


The party was very well attended, with many members and friends of TUCA coming along. As always, traditional Ukrainian Christmas food was in abundance, including at least four different kinds of "kutya" (Ukrainian traditional Christmas Eve dish made from grain, honey, nuts and poppy seeds). I for one thought I was in heaven!


During a brief interlude in the festivities, the official part of evening had to be attended to, with the Annual General Membership Meeting and election of officers for the new Board of Directors. This saw the transition in the TUCA Presidency from Wally Melnitchouk (who now becomes Past President) to Nadia Hoots, and the welcoming of three new officers to the Board – Stefan P. Stefaniuk as the new Media Relations Director, Nataliya Khomyak as Humanitarian Director, and Bohdan Korolyshyn as Director-at-Large. We were also very pleased to see several existing Directors staying on for further terms – Lucy Halunko as Treasurer, Elaine Hampton as Cultural Director, Myron Bilyj as Director-at-Large, and the irrepressible Andy Grynewytsch as Secretary. The new team, led by Nadia, is already working hard in planning future TUCA events.


Following the business part of the night, there was much more food and drink - and kutya! - to be had. The event would not have been possible if not for the generosity of Jackie and Nick Azaransky in opening up their home to us all, and we thank them sincerely for their kindness.





Your Orphans in Ukraine


Submitted by Natalia Khomyak





At the end of February I had a privilege to visit “our” orphans in Berdyansk, Ukraine and be present at the opening of the Training Center for Graduating Orphans there. For the new members, TUCA has been helping Ukrainian orphans by partnering with Operation Blessing International through their unique program, called Orphan’s Promise, which works to promote the well-being of orphans and vulnerable children around the world. For more information go to: (�HYPERLINK "http://ob.org/orphanspromise/"��http://ob.org/orphanspromise/�). 


TUCA members put together a St. Nicholas party for 40 orphans from this orphanage when they visited the Tidewater area with a Christmas performance in 2005, and then gave a significant donation to support the new Training Center last August at the TUCA’s anniversary celebration. On this trip I was able to see what our donations did. Even though the Center is small (only three rooms), but it looks fabulous, very inviting and the kids LOVE it! It has already become a welcome refuge for the young people (ages 15-17) graduating from the orphanage system, as they make the difficult transition to adulthood without practical skills or knowing the basics of independent living. 


Modeled after the Training Center that Orphan’s Promise has already established and been successfully running for the past two years in Kyiv, the Berdyansk Center is offering courses in Computer and Life Skills Training and soon will start the English language classes to give these kids a chance of successful transition and finding gainful employment in the difficult job market. I heard so many grateful words from the kids who see that someone cares. 


The kids from the orphanage, who visited America last year, are sending their love and greetings, as well. Terry Meeuwsen, the co-host of the 700 Club and the spokesperson of the Orphan’s Promise, have given the kids gifts from all the partners. The choir (many kids had to be replaced, since they have been adopted to America after their trip) sang beautiful Ukrainian songs to us again. They remember you all (especially St. Nicholas and Chortyk, many asked to give personal greetings to those two…) and are happy to know that they have Ukrainian “family”, someone who loves them on the other side of the globe.





Ukrainian Easter Eggs – Krashanky and Pysanky


Submitted by Elaine Hampton





There are two types of Easter eggs which are well-known in Ukrainian Easter tradition. One type is the krashanka (plural - krashanky), a hard boiled egg which is dyed a solid color, as is indicated by its name which is derived from the word kraska meaning "color", and is meant to be eaten. The other type is pysanka (plural - pysanky), derived from the word pysaty — "to write", which is beautifully decorated and dyed and, through a very long history predating written records, has always been made from a raw egg and is never consumed.








Make sure to check out TUCA’s new website for any upcoming events or additional news items at:





www.thetuca.org





Why Volodymyr Became Such an Avid Christian and Why He “Baptized” Kyivan Rus’


Submitted by Bohdan Korolyshyn





As we approach the celebration of Easter, many Ukrainians may ask themselves well, why am I really a Christian, why were my parents Christians and why was Ukraine a Christian country?  Most Ukrainians, even scholars, are under the impression that Ukraine became Christian because during the period of Kyivan Rus’ Volodymyr needed to unify his country and to civilize it giving it a modern religious heritage.  Everyone knows of the story about how Volodymyr sent out representatives to many different countries to see which is the best religion and after the investigators returned with their stories the best story was by the ones who were in Constantinople, where they visited the Hagia Sophia and were so impressed that they didn’t know whether they were in heaven or on earth.  


A reading of the ancient Ukrainian historical record gives us a more compelling answer. From the “Russian Primary Chronicle – Lurentian text” translated by S. H. Cross, p. 113, (unfortunately the translation was done during the Soviet Russian occupation of Ukraine and so the Chronicle is called “Russian” rather than “Rus” as is the Russian translation of Volodymyr’s name.) “By divine agency, Vladimir, was suffering at that moment from a disease of the eyes, and could see nothing, being in great distress.  The Princess (whom he later married) declared to him that if he desired to be relieved of this disease, he should be baptized with all speed, otherwise it could not be cured.  When Vladimir heard her message, he said, “If this proves true, then of a surety is the God of the Christians great,” and he ordered that he should be baptized.  The Bishop of Kherson, together with the Princess’s priests, after announcing the tidings, baptized Vladimir, and as the Bishop laid his hand upon him, he straightaway received his sight.  Upon experiencing this miraculous cure, Vladimir glorified God, saying, “I have now perceived the one true God.”  When his followers beheld this miracle, many of them were also baptized.”  


No wonder then that Volodymyr’s whole life changed so drastically after his healing and conversion.  Before he was known for his excessive fornication and war making and then he became a devout Christian and dedicated family man, from a man of war to a man of peace, from an idolater to a worshiper of the True God.  Volodymyr found out that God really did exist and that He not only existed, but that He was still in the healing and miracle business as well, for Christ not only took upon Himself our sins, but He also took upon Himself our sicknesses and diseases.  This great spiritual transformation turned Volodymyr from a warrior of the sword to a warrior of the cross as he took upon himself to evangelize his nation and turn them from idolatry to serve the living God.  As we approach the day of the celebration of the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ let us remember our ancient Ukrainian heritage and for those who have lost contact with their risen Lord and Savior it is never too late to renew that most important of all relationships.  To paraphrase the old American Express advertisement, “Jesus Christ, don’t leave planet Earth without Him”.  Khrystos Voskres! Voistynu Voskres!  Christ is Risen, He is Risen indeed!








Jefferson Laboratory Open House


Submitted by Wally Melnitchouk





For those interested in the weird world of subatomic particles, Jefferson Lab in Newport News will be holding its biennial ‘Science is Cool’ Open House on Saturday, April 21, between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. Although this is not a TUCA-sponsored event, two of our current members (including your Past President) work at Jefferson Lab. The event is open to the public and is free.


Parts of every major area of the facility will be open - a rare event which happens only once every two years. In addition to a section of the underground electron beam accelerator, visitors will also be able to enter two of the Lab's large experimental halls, the accelerator control center, Free-Electron Laser Facility and Computer Center. Various displays will be set up in the accelerator assembly building, and the Lab's data handling system, as well as its medical imaging research, will be on display.


In addition to highlighting the latest physics research and technology developments at Jefferson Lab, the event will include hands-on, science-education activities for the young and young-at-heart. Lab staff will be on hand to discuss their work, answer questions, and give the ever-popular Liquid Nitrogen demonstration throughout the day.


For more details, see http://www.jlab.org/openhouse/ .





Greetings from Distant TUCA Members


Submitted by Zenon and Ksenia Deputat from Buffalo, NY





Dear TUCA friends, 


It has been a while since we last visited with you, but local obligations, our Buffalo weather and my lovely grandsons in Boulder, Colorado, keep us away from our Tidewater friends. Nevertheless, we always stay in touch with you all (notice my southern expression) by reading with interest the TUCA newsletter each time Andy sends the new issue. Your organizational activities, festivities, and social gatherings make us glad that in some small way and many miles away, we are part of you. Keep up all the good Ukrainian activities, spread the word, and make Andy work a little harder. 


Over here, we are getting ready for Easter and then fly out to Boulder to visit and hug our kids. So far there is still snow in the forecast for Buffalo, but today (3/13/07) we have seen the first sign of spring -- crocus buds. To you it's probably old hat by now. 


Think kind of us as well, say a short prayer for us, and sing "Khrystos Voskres" along with us at Easter time, so that our paska and pysanky will echo the Ukrainian spirit throughout the land. 





W. Stefaniuk in Kyiv, Ukraine





Newsletter Redesign





As you may have noticed, the TUCA newsletter has been redesigned along with the TUCA website. We are striving to make some changes to improve TUCA for the great benefit of its members. Let us know what you think!





We would like to thank Stefan P. Stefaniuk, our new Media Relations Director, and Vera Yatsula, one of our newest TUCA members, for their hard work and dedication in assisting TUCA with these changes.





We would also like to wish all of our members a very Happy Easter. May you be safe, healthy, and happy during this time of remembrance! 





Z Bohom!





Tidewater Ukrainian Cultural Association


(Українське Культурно-Освітне Товариство в Приморській Віржінії)


Newsletter No. XXXVIII, March 26, 2007








2007 Membership Dues





The Slavic Christian Church of Virginia Beach 


Submitted by Stefan P. Stefaniuk





Founded in 2001, the Slavic Christian Church is located in Virginia Beach and meets every Sunday afternoon at 1:30 for prayer and worship. Services are typically held in the Ukrainian language and last anywhere between one to two hours. All are welcome to attend.


The church is located at The Potter’s House building on 3452 Holland Road, Virginia Beach, VA, 23452 next to Little Caesar’s Pizza. For more information, please contact the church’s pastor, Rev. Volodymyr S. Shchypel. He can be reached by phone at (757) 319-6487 or by e-mail at vsshchipel@yahoo.com.








Our Next TUCA Get-Together








On February 28th, the ‘orange princess’ of Ukraine’s Orange Revolution, Yulia Tymoshenko, spoke at The Center for Strategic and International Studies and afterwards answered a number of questions regarding the current situation in Ukraine. Her responses helped to clarify some of the major issues involving the political struggle between President Viktor Yushchenko and Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych, including the supposed threat of new elections for the positions of both President and Prime Minister. In doing so, she highlighted the differences that exist currently between the Yushchenko and Yanukovych. 


Before calling for new parliamentary elections, Yushchenko waits for the decision handed down by the constitutional court as to whether there is sufficient cause for holding new elections. Yanukovych, meanwhile, countered that, in response to the threat of early parliamentary elections, he will pass a bill through parliament also calling for simultaneous presidential and parliamentary elections. Regarding Mrs. Tymoshenko’s fears in relation to this, she stated, “I’m afraid that the Party of Regions said many times that they will not obey to the decision of president, the decision of the constitutional court. They will not obey any democratic decisions or procedures if it will be a threat for them to lose their power.” 





Lecture about Ukraine in West Point


Submitted by Olena Boyko





On April 4th at the high school in West Point, Virginia, just a few miles up the road from Tidewater, Lieda Boyko and I will be the guest lecturers in the Spanish and French classes. Every Easter these classes focus on a different country and its history, traditions, foods, etc. relevant to the Easter Holiday season. Lieda and I were asked to present an overview of the history of Ukraine and the art of the pysanka. This is a great opportunity to acquaint local American teen-agers with Ukraine, a land unknown and unfamiliar to most of them.





Oblyvanyj Ponedilok 


(‘Pouring Over’ Monday)


Submitted by Anna Makhorkina





The day following Easter Sunday is (obviously) Easter Monday – which is also known in Ukraine as Oblyvanyj Ponedilok (‘Pouring-Over’ Monday). If you venture out of your house on this day, be prepared to be sprinkled, sprayed, or have water poured over you (sometimes straight from a bucket) around any corner and anywhere you go. The roots of the ritual go back to pre-Christian ‘pagan’ times – when water and fire, the two most important elements – were believed to have purifying powers and magical qualities: to scare away evil spirits, increase fertility of Mother-Earth, and give man good health, energy, joy, prosperity, and wellbeing. Therefore, these two elements were particularly honored during celebrations at the beginning of each season of the Sun Cycle. 


Thus, at the beginning of Spring – just after the equinox – the ritual of pouring water over each other (which had to be done by stealth and unexpectedly!) was widely practiced. Pouring water over young boys and girls meant that they would stay healthy, strong and pure, and would marry the beloved of their dreams. It also carried on the belief that there would be plenty of rain and that the crops would be bountiful. Of course, it was also a ‘courting’ ritual, when young men could show their feelings towards their sweethearts by pouring water over them. 


To have water poured over you in general was seen as a fine sign meant to bring good luck for the year.  The tradition is still very popular in Western parts of Ukraine. I personally can remember how as a young girl on Easter Monday morning…very early…my father would sneak into my room and pour a glass of water over peacefully-sleeping little me!  And that’s how the fun would begin! From homes it would spread to the streets where unsuspecting passers-by would get soaked in a chilly instance. Often the victim would not realize his or her good fortune – especially if the young pranksters decided to take on someone outside their age group (the good tone of the tradition depends on all water tricks being played on people your own age, and to cease by early afternoon – when more orderly Easter celebrations resume). 


So this Easter Monday – go ahead!  Step outside and indulge in some spring water fun! Thankfully, the Tidewater April weather is a bit more forgiving of this sort of surprise! Khrystos Voskres!





Easter Ukrainian Catholic Holy Liturgy 


in Richmond


Submitted by Andy Grynewytsch





Father Taras Lonchyna, whom most of us know, would like to inform everyone that a Ukrainian Catholic (Greek Catholic or Eastern Rite Catholic) Easter Holy Liturgy will be celebrated at the St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Parish, Comboni Sisters of Verona Chapel, 1307 Lakeside Avenue, in Richmond on Saturday, April 7, at 5:00 PM.  Blessing of pussy-willow branches , "verba" -- the Ukrainian substitute for palm fronds, will take place during the Liturgy.  Blessing of Easter food baskets will take place after the Liturgy.  Everyone is invited.  Hope to see a big TUCA crowd in Richmond April 7.





What We Know About the Origins of Pysanky


Submitted by Elaine Hampton from “Ukrainian Easter”


Compiled by Mary Ann Woloch-Vaughn, 1983





The art of pysanky is so ancient that no one truly knows its origins. It is known that at least 2000 years ago primitive people who lived in the area of Ukraine worshipped the sun. These pagan people saw parallels between the yellow yolk of the egg and the sun, the white of the egg and the moon. In those ancient times, the egg was believed to have magical power and often was used in sun worship ceremonies.


Our long-ago ancestors also knew that the egg could be the source of life. In rituals of the spring which celebrated both the return of the sun as the days grew longer and the rebirth of the earth as nature woke from the long winter, the raw, fertile egg gained significance as a symbol of life and hope. When the nation of Rus’ accepted Christianity in 988 A.D., the egg was adopted as a religious symbol of the Easter celebration -- both as the egg which was eaten to first break the fast of Lent and in the form of pysanky, decorated with designs of Christian significance. Written references from as early as the thirteenth century recorded the well-developed customs of pysanky and krashanky in Ukraine. The pysanky now had new symbolism as a sign of new hope -- hope that man could feel because of Christ's Resurrection and His promise of Eternal Life.


The egg was compared to the tomb from which Christ arose and the old pagan symbols were given new Christian meanings — the old sun designs now stood for the son of God, triangles stood for the Holy Trinity, stars showed God's love toward man, dots represented Mary's tears, and crosses represented Christ's suffering for us. New symbols were added too — the fish which represented Christianity, forty-triangle designs which reminded us of the forty days of fasting by Christ and the forty days of Lent, the butterfly as a sign of the Resurrection, and designs of Ukrainian-style churches, our place of worship.


Through many years, the pagan beginnings have faded from our memories, and the new, glorious, Christian meanings attached to pysanky have given Ukrainians and others much joy.





Pysanka Workshop in Virginia Beach


Submitted by Wally Melnitchouk





On Sunday, March 11, two of our members ran a "pysanka" workshop at the Virginia Beach Central Library (VBCL). Ingamaj Korolyshyn and her daughter, Joanna Griffin, demonstrated the delicate art of painting these beautiful Ukrainian Easter eggs, and were on hand to help the participants as they attempted their own creations. 


This is the 3rd year that the VBCL has hosted the workshop, which was organized by Susan Paddock and the Teen Counsel at the VBCL. This year's event was very well attended, with about 40 people participating, ranging in ages from pre-teen to seniors. On hand were about 10 teens from the Teen Counsel to set up and assist throughout the event. Joanna started out the workshop by giving a brief history of the pysanka.


What began as an ancient tradition in our ancestral homeland of Ukraine has now spread around the world. A case in point is Ingamaj herself, who has Swedish roots, but informs us that she learned pysanka painting while in Panama from a (non-Ukrainian) lady who had herself learned it from a Ukrainian neighbor! We are very fortunate that Ingamaj and Joanna are able to teach their craft to a new generation of pysanka painters in Hampton Roads. 


We are grateful to Susan Paddock and the VBCL for their support and enthusiasm for this wonderful Ukrainian tradition.








Standing left to right are Susan Paddock (from the Virginia Beach Central Library), Joanna Griffin, Ingamaj Korolyshyn, and Cheri Dewberry White, watching a new TUCA member, Emily DeLoach, attempt her first pysanka.
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