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A Word from our President:

Welcome to another great year of celebrating Ukrainian culture in Hampton Roads! The Christmas period was an exciting and eventful one for TUCA, with two important events taking place at the end of last year.  Firstly, in mid-December we hosted the St. Nicholas party for a group of some 40 orphans from southern Ukraine, which proved a run-away success, with many more people turning up than we had even imagined. The children had a great time, enjoying the company, the presents, great food, as well as an appearance by St. Nicholas himself! They were also treated to a Sviatyj Mykolaj play put together by several of our members (in which yours truly had a brief appearance as a "chortyk" or "little devil"). This was a great example of how our organization can be used to provide assistance to those in need, and foster relations between Diaspora Ukrainians and those in Ukraine. 

I must express my deep gratitude to all those who put together this wonderful event in such a short period of time. Shortly after, we celebrated the annual TUCA Christmas Party, at the home of Tom and Candy Krop in Virginia Beach. I'd like to thank Tom and Candy for their generosity once again in kindly opening up their home to members and friends of TUCA. Included amongst the friends this time was a delegation from the Ukrainian Association of North Carolina. This was the first meeting of the two groups, and we look forward to cooperating with our sister North Carolinian group in the future.

As we welcome the start of spring, TUCA will have its annual Spring Meeting on April 22, at the home of Zina and Andy Grynewytsch (see details below), so I would like to welcome all of you to join us then.  This will be the Saturday before Easter Sunday, according to the Julian (Ukrainian church) calendar.

On a somber note, a few days following the Spring Meeting, on April 26, will be the 20th anniversary of the Chornobyl disaster, with which the people of Ukraine are grappling to this day.

I should also note the departure from the Board of our Humanitarian Director, George Makowiec. Thank you, George, for your contributions to TUCA, and we look forward to having you as an active member in future.

Finally, we are moving ahead with plans for the TUCA 10th Anniversary Banquet, which will be held at the Broad Bay Country Club in Virginia Beach in the fall. Given the huge success of the 5th Anniversary Banquet in 2001, we anticipate this to be a wonderful celebration of all that TUCA has achieved in its relatively brief history. Stay tuned for more information about this event as the plans firm up, and make sure you get your tickets early as attendance will be limited.

Submitted by Wolodymyr (Wally) Melnitchouk

TUCA Spring Meeting:


Our next meeting will take place on Saturday, 22 April 2006, starting about 1:00 PM at the home of Zina and Andy Grynewytsch.  

Since the Grynewytsch home isn’t very large, we may not have enough room if a good TUCA crowd shows up, so we are planning to have most of the activities outside in our spacious back yard, and are already keeping our fingers crossed that the Tidewater weather will cooperate.  If you wake up on April 22 and it is pouring rain, the rain date for the meeting is Sunday, April 30, 2006, same time and place.  If the weather is really bad again, sorry about that folks, that means that the Spring Meeting has been cancelled.


As is our custom, please bring some delectable edibles to share with your friends, something Ukrainian, if possible, but anything if your skills are weak in that department.  Also please bring something wet to wash down all that food.  You know that we always end up with lots and lots of food!  We hope to see everyone on April 22.

Submitted by Andy Grynewytsch.

Easter Greetings:


Whether you and your family celebrate according to the Gregorian or the Julian calendars, and your Easter Holiday falls on April 16 or April 23, we are happy to send a traditional Ukrainian Easter greeting, Христос Воскрес!  Воістину Воскрес!  (Khrystos Voskres! Voistynu Voskres!)  Christ is Risen!  He is Risen Indeed.  We hope everyone has a Happy Easter.

Last Year’s Christmas Party:

The TUCA Christmas Party was held on Saturday, December 17, at the home of Tom and Candy Krop in Virginia Beach.  It once again proved a big success, and we are grateful to the Krops for their warm hospitality in kindly opening up their home to members and friends of TUCA.

As has come to be expected, the Ukrainian cuisine served up was exquisite, and the bar area downstairs in the Krop's home was a great focal point for all to stop and enjoy a sip.  As well as being a wonderful host, Tom also provided the musical entertainment, on the piano and the accordion. With the accompanying Christmas carols, it created a wonderfully festive atmosphere.

In addition to the local TUCAns, we were also privileged to have the company of a number of guests from out of state.  We were pleased to welcome several members of the Ukrainian Association of North Carolina, including their President, Oleh Wolowyna, who made the trip from North Carolina especially to attend the Christmas party.  It was wonderful to meet with fellow Ukrainian-Americans from neighboring regions, and we look forward to cooperating with our North Carolinian neighbors in future.

During the evening we also raffled off the beautiful ostrich Easter egg.  Thanks to Imgemaj Korolyshyn for creating and donating such a masterpiece of Ukrainian art, and congratulations to Olga Cehelska for being the lucky winner!  Thank you to all who bought tickets -- the proceeds will go to a great cause in helping underprivileged children of Ukraine.

Thanks to all who came along and continued to support TUCA and Ukrainian traditions in Hampton Roads!

Submitted by Wolodymyr (Wally) Melnitchouk.

Saint Nicholas (Sviatyj Mykolaj) Party:
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On Sunday, December 11, TUCA sponsored a St. Nicholas (Sv. Mykolaj) party for 38 Ukrainian orphans and the staff that came with them. 

This trip was sponsored by CBN and Operation Blessing International (OBI) to raise awareness of the orphan situation in Ukraine and other countries of the world, encourage Christians to get involved in the cause of orphans, according to James 1:27 commission, as well as raise funds for various projects in Ukraine that help orphans. 
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The children were visiting the Tidewater area with a family-friendly Christmas performance. For almost three weeks these beautiful, amazingly talented children entertained American audiences with songs, dances and a performance of a traditional holiday musical with a timeless message called “The Old Shoemaker.” On their last Sunday in America they have received a blessing of “being the audience” themselves.
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We had a big crowd with many new faces, including many Americans who adopted kids from Ukraine. TUCA members prepared a wonderful performance of traditional Ukrainian Christmas “Vertep” with all the traditional characters. The TUCA actors did a great job, and Wally, as Chortyk, was unbeatable. There even were suggestions that the St. Nicholas party should become an annual event. 

[image: image7.png]


[image: image8.jpg]



Traditional Ukrainian food was a big hit with the “pizzaed-out” little Ukrainians!   And the visit of St. Nicholas himself, who came to give gifts to the orphans (kindly provided by the TUCA members) topped it all! The kids were very excited and grateful and asked to sing “The Sv. Mykolaj” song, as well as some other Ukrainian songs for the audience. 

Everyone’s hearts were touched by these young Ukrainians, many leaving not only their native country, but the walls of their orphanage for the first time! Their wildest expectations were not only met, but exceeded!  One boy, Andriy, wrote a “thank you” letter, where he said: “For the first time in my life I was able to experience real love!”
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TUCA members, thank you so much for making this holiday of joy for Ukrainian Orphans! Thank you for your compassion and concern that will help break the cycle of suffering for these precious children! 

Because of your kindness and your hard work, many kids found forever families, many people were touched to get involved into the cause of orphans. Also, CBN and OBI have been able to extend care and love to the other kids from their orphanage through raising the needed funds to improve their lives in Ukraine, as well as create a Graduating Orphans Training Center, which will help them to successfully transition into independent living. 

Thank you for being a part of making an incredible and eternal difference in the lives of these kids!

Submitted by Natalia Khomyak.

Address Label Change:


At the end of 2004 we changed the format of our Newsletter mailing labels to indicate the last year that each member had paid their TUCA dues.  This was shown as “D=2004” to indicate that 2004 was the last year for which dues had been paid.  For some people who have not yet paid any dues, the label showed 
“D=0000”.  We thought that this may encourage some of our delinquent members to contact our treasurer, and in fact it worked pretty well for a number of people who just did not know what their dues status was.


We have since discovered that the “D=” caption was confusing for some people who interpreted it to mean that it showed the year for which they owed dues.  To hopefully correct this situation we are again changing our label format from “D=2004” to “Pd=2004” to show that the last year your dues have been paid was 2004.  Zeroes will still indicate that we have no record of you ever paying dues.  Now that you know this, if your mailing label shows anything other than 2006, please bring your checkbook to the next meeting.

Submitted by Andy Grynewytsch.

TUCA Has a New Entrepreneur:


Is anyone out there looking for some “kovbasa” (sausage), or maybe some good  “oseledci” (salted or pickled herring), or for that matter any East European deli goods?  Lots of European cookies, candies, and even genuine Ukrainian ketchup (catsup) – “Chumak”.  Guess what, now you can get some of these hard to find things right here on the Peninsula, and support the business of one of our own TUCA members.  We are very happy to inform one and all that Oksana Makowiec is the new owner of “Euro Foods”, a European deli store at 1215-N George Washington Memorial Highway (Route 17) in York County.  The store is located in the center of a strip mall known as Kiln Creek Shops.  The phone number, is (757) 591-8080.


Oksana informs me that negotiations are under way with new distributors and suppliers to stock more Ukrainian goods, and that the Euro Foods inventory will gradually change with more items of interest to “nashi” (our) people.  The prior owner of Euro Foods was not Ukrainian, so items from that part of the world were not particularly abundant.  You are all invited to come and visit the store, say hello to Oksana, take home some of the delicious merchandise, and maybe let her know what products you would like to see the store carry.  All of TUCA certainly wish Oksana and her new enterprise much success and prosperity in the future.

Submitted by Andy Grynewytsch.

CNN Ignores Elections in Ukraine:


The following are my comments to CNN forwarded on 27 March 2006 to their feedback URL concerning the complete lack of coverage of parliamentary elections in Ukraine in their news telecasts and on their web site: 

“We are spending BILLIONS on imposing democracy on Iraq and Afghanistan, countries that have done nothing for us, and we repeat the same old news on them every day.  Ukraine, which put the "coup de grace" into the EVIL EMPIRE, just had its first truly free and fair elections yesterday and not a word on your site about it.  This is a story about true victory for democracy and a nation that has done us good. They gave up their nuclear weapons and by ending the Soviet Union with their 1 Dec 1991 referendum to leave the Soviet Union, allowed us to save BILLIONS by drawing down our military in Europe.  Why are you so Ukrainophobic in not telling your readers about a World Victory for democracy, one achieved without our help and our BILLIONS???  At least your rivals are reporting it!!!”

Submitted by Dan Korolyshyn.

Ukrainian Exhibit at the Virginia Beach Library:


Just as we did last year just before Easter, this year once again TUCA is exhibiting a display of Ukrainian artifacts, to include “pysanky”, embroidery, ceramics, wood carving, a few books, and a collection of dolls in regional Ukrainian costumes, at the Virginia Beach Central Library, 4100 Virginia Beach Boulevard.  The exhibit is located in three locked glass cases in the main library area, past the information desk.  The display will remain in the library until 30 April 2006.


We have been asked to do the exhibit in conjunction with a “pysanka” workshop conducted by the library on Sunday, 9 April, in the library activities room.  The workshop is available to anyone interested, the library has all the necessary materials, and our own Ingamaj Korolyshyn, Joanna Griffin and Nadia Hoots will demonstrate the “pysanka” art, explain its history and background and assist workshop attendees.  By the time you get this Newsletter, it will probably be too late to attend the workshop, but by all means, stop by the library and take a look at our exhibit.  Nadia Hoots and Zina and Andy Grynewytsch put it together using their Ukrainian collectibles, with many items also loaned by Orysia Stefaniw.

Submitted by Andy Grynewytsch.

Tenth Anniversary Banquet:


On 22 September 2001 a great many TUCA members and invited guests attended a banquet to honor and celebrate the fifth anniversary of TUCA’s existence and the tenth anniversary of Ukrainian independence.  This September we will be five years older and Ukraine has been independent for 15 years.  Since everyone who was there five years ago really enjoyed a formal outing, our guest speakers, and our many guests, it has been decided to do it again.


The Broad Bay Country Club in Virginia Beach has again been selected as the site for the festivities because their facilities were available on the dates we were interested in.  Saturday, 16 September 2006, has been tentatively reserved for the TUCA Anniversary Banquet. We are in the process of finalizing menu choices and prices, and as soon as the information is available, the membership will be informed.  Please plan to attend, this is bound to be the highlight event of the year.  Mark your calendar to reserve the date.

Submitted by Tom Krop. 

Saint Nicholas Party for Ukrainian Orphans: 

On Sunday, December 11, TUCA hosted a very, very successful Sviatyj Mykolaj (Saint Nicholas) program and dinner at the Regent University Ordinary for about 40 orphans visiting the Tidewater area from Berdyansk, Ukraine. A large turnout of our members came bearing food, stuffed toys, suitcases and gifts for one or more of the children they selected from a list. 

Due to so much interest in our program, we extended invitations to local families who desired their adopted Ukrainian children to experience this Christmas tradition of their heritage. We also welcomed families, complete with baby carriages and grandparents, that hosted the orphans in their homes, some even from North Carolina.  Families who wished to adopt also came with food, gifts and with the much appreciated suitcases. 

The huge crowd, over 200 people, filled every available space in the festively decorated cafeteria, complete with a Christmas tree, massively laden with gifts. Tom's versatile accordion playing provided a spirited background as the hesitant children entered and filled the front tables. Olena welcomed the guests and children and Wally gave a short introduction about TUCA, our mission and goals.  To meet the children, each child was called to the microphone to introduce himself and then was given an ornament to hang on the Christmas tree. This was a great icebreaker, the children became more comfortable, less over-whelmed and we could now recognize the special child for whom we had individualized our gifts. 

Then, as everyone hushed, Oksana Demchuk set the stage for Sviatyj Mykolaj's arrival: At a Ukrainian-set table, grandmother conversed with her grandson about the approaching visit from Saint Nicholas, who visits only good children while they are sleeping, bringing them gifts and goodies. As the grandson rested on the carpet, his sleep was interrupted by the crackling hiss and the menacing pitch-fork of the "antipopka", the devil, who terrorized the children and insisted that they deserve just a lump of coal from his sack. Only the tinkling bell of the little angel leading Sviatyj Mykolaj into the room had the power to cast out the crafty devil. 

Ornately garbed as a bishop, Sviatyj Mykolaj addressed all the children with a message of love and asked for volunteers to perform for him with a song or poem. The two orphans brave enough to perform were rewarded with large stuffed animals and then, unexpectedly, all the orphans formed a choir and with glorious voices sang the beloved carol "Shchedryk", well-known as the Ukrainian Carol of the Bells. Being well pleased with the children, Sviatyj Mykolaj admonished them to live lives of goodness and honesty and with the help of the angel, began distributing gifts to each child.  From a huge grab-bag, each child also pulled out a stuffed animal, which started a round of trading. 

Thanks to the special generosity of two TUCA members, a much-appreciated keyboard and guitar were presented to the musical director of the orphanage.  Many members brought generous quantities of jewelry, hats, scarves and candy, which they distributed among the children. 

Amid all the excitement, shouting, smiling, and a sea of wrapping paper and ribbons, we cleared a path to the kitchen, set up in the back room, and began to feed the children a full dinner. Neither blown circuit breakers, overloaded circuits, lack of space or running water, deterred the members of TUCA from producing a veritable feast that was a huge hit with the orphans as they finally found some "home food".  It was unbelievable, that in planning for 90, we were able to feed almost 200 with tasty, hot food. A big diakuyu (thank you) to all the cooks and chefs, those who brought, set up, and served: from the delicious soup, roasted turkeys, pans of barabolia, varenyky, kovbasa, oseledci, cold cuts, casseroles, to the stacks of pies, cakes, sodas, juices, snacks, hot tea and boxes of fruit. The organization of the kitchen was extraordinary, many compliments were received and TUCA achieved a first -- no leftovers. 

While eating, we had the opportunity to get acquainted, take photos and socialize with guests and the orphans, all of whom spoke beautiful Ukrainian. Adopting families were thankful to have interpreters and the most beautiful question I had from an American teen-ager for a sister-to-be was "ask her if she likes us too". I loved the older girls; in addition to being self-assured, good-humored and attractive, they were city-wide school basketball champions. If instant adoptions were possible, no child would have left without a loving family. Special relationships were formed between many members and a child that will continue in the future.  Several TUCA members have made very generous cash contributions in support of the orphanage project. 

This program, the most ambitious and multifaceted we had ever undertaken, was a resounding success due to the dedications, many hours of telephoning, shopping, planning and organizing by our members and their friends. Special appreciation is due to Oksana Demchuk of Williamsburg, who found a script, rehearsed the actors, and produced and directed the Saint Nicholas performance. Also, to Cheri White, who was an on-site, on-call, organizer and who just about single-handedly fed the kids for the next several days. And of course, to Natalia Khomyak, who was a big part of CBN’s Operation Blessing International project to bring these children to the United States. Obviously, we are also very grateful to the little angel, to the stately Sviatyj Mykolaj, and to our devilishly-talented president.  They were all stars! 

 We are thankful to them and to everyone for giving TUCA an opportunity to experience the joy of bringing smiles and brightening the lives of these beautiful Ukrainian children. As an adopted teen-ager asked me "can we do it again next year?  It's fun being from Ukraine". TUCA, we did well! 

Submitted by Olena Boyko.

TUCA Board of Directors:


This is April, and it seems like a long time until we get through another hot Virginia summer and it will once again be October, but time indeed flies and October will be here sooner than you think.  In October it will be time again to elect all eight members of the TUCA Board of Directors.  Of course we can have a nominating committee, and come up with a list of possible candidates, but that would not be of much use unless the nominated people were willing to serve.  So here is your assignment: please give some serious thought to who you would like to see in the leadership positions of TUCA for the next two years.  Better still, volunteer yourself for any of the eight board positions.  That way there will be no question of whether the nominated person would be willing to serve.  There is really not that much work involved and occasionally it can be quite rewarding.  Think about it, please!

Submitted by Andy Grynewytsch.

We Owe Thanks to So Many:


The Saint Nicholas party, the dinner, and the gifts for the Beryansk orphans were a truly Herculean effort by everyone in TUCA who participated in that project, and so many of you did.  Just a few have been mentioned by name, but most have been left out simply because it was impossible to mention everyone who contributed.  Whether your part in the success of that day was small or approached the “above and beyond” category, please be assured that we are truly thankful to all of you who will remain nameless but without whose generosity and help we could not have succeeded. Thank you, thank you, everyone!  All of you are entitled to that warm feeling you get when you know you have done a good deed.


The children’s trip from Berdyansk to the United States would not have been possible without a great deal of work and a major expenditure of funds by CBN and Operation Blessing International in Virginia Beach.  TUCA, as an organization representing Ukrainians in Tidewater Virginia, has sent “thank you letters” to twelve members of CBN and OBI management expressing our sincere appreciation for their contributions to the welfare of Ukrainian children.  I am pleased to report that we received a reply from Dr. Pat Robertson, the chairman of CBN, acknowledging our letters and expressing his hope for continuing success and happiness of the Berdyansk children.

Submitted by Andy Grynewytsch.
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