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Compare/Contrast Essays
Advanced English 6
Winter 2017
Anchor Text: Uglies by Scott Westerfeld
Goal: Cite evidence from the text and organize your essay in a compare/contrast format. 
Compare/Contrast Essay Brace Map Overview

What in the world will I write about?

Do dystopian worlds mirror our own?

Dystopia (n):  an imagined place or state in which everything is unpleasant or bad, typically a totalitarian or environmentally degraded one.
Topic Question: Compare/Contrast traits of a dystopian world with OUR world or reality that we live in. 
Are dystopian societies really all that different from our reality or are they more the same? The dictionary defines a society as an organized group of persons associated together for religious, benevolent, cultural, scientific, political, patriotic, or other purposes (Dictionary.com). Perhaps these dystopian worlds are mirror reflections of our world? You will want to examine different dystopian traits to make your decision. You will choose if dystopian worlds are more similar or different from our own. 
Let’s start with a double bubble below as a class. 

Claim Statement Examples

Claim =Topic + Position on Issue + Reason 1, Reason 2, and Reason 3

My Claim Statement
Claim =Topic + Position on Issue + Reason 1, Reason 2, and Reason 3

	Topic + position:

	1.)

	2.)

	3.)


Use this set up:

Topic ______________________________________________

+ Position___________________________________________

	Example Position Words:

Should/Should Not         Benefit            Designed

Must                               Hurts               Value


+ Reasons for thinking so:

1.)__________________________________________________

2.)__________________________________________________

3.)__________________________________________________

Here are some examples:

	TOO GENERAL
	ON TARGET

	Bilingual education isn’t effective.
	Bilingual education should be eliminated because it limits students’ success, burdens students unfairly, and isn’t cost effective. 

	Rainforests are irreplaceable. 
	Rain forests must be preserved because they offer people many resources they cannot replace

	The cafeteria isn’t very good. 
	The cafeteria could attract more business if it improved the quality of its food, its appearance, and the attitude of the staff. 

	Source: Rozakis Ph.D., Laurie. Schaum’s Quick Guide to Writing Great Research Papers. 2nd ed. New York: McGraw Hill Companies, Inc. 2007. Print. 


Body Paragraph Notes: Point-by-Point Method
Body Paragraph Notes: Block Method

Draft Help for Body Paragraphs
**Introduction will be a separate type 3 and body paragraphs will be a separate type 3-use this page to PLAN for your body paragraphs**

Sample Paragraph Setup with ICE:
	Topic Sentence:


Introduce Your Evidence (Signal Phrase):

	Evidence from Book:

Page #__________


Reasons from Your Mind to Explain Evidence/Explain the Reason further:


Body Paragraph Type 3 Assignment FCAS (Write these in):
1.

2.

3

	Transition:


Prompts for Pushing My Writing

Add these prompts in your support paragraphs to make your writing more interesting or these words!
Prompts for Adding Detail/Elaboration

For example…

Another example is…

To add on…

This is important because…

Another reason is…

This connects with…

On the other hand…

This is similar to…

This is different from…

Many people think…

Verbs for Introducing Summaries and Quotations

· argue

· assert

· believe

· claim

· emphasize

· insist

· suggest
Commonly Used Words for Transitions

· accordingly

· as a result

· consequently

· since

· then

· therefore

· hence
Compare Signal Words

· same

· the same as

· similar

· similarly

· also

· too

· as well as

· likewise

· both

Contrast Signal Words

· but

· however

· while

· on the other hand

· different

· difference

· differently

· although

· even though
Templates for My Analysis

Graff, Gerald and Cathy Birkenstein. They Say, I Say. New York: W.W. Norton & Company, Inc: 2006. Print. 

Templates for Introducing “Standard Views”

· Americans today tend to believe that_________

· It is often said that_______

· Many people assume that_______

Templates for Introducing An Ongoing Debate

Basic:

In discussions of X, one controversial issue has been________. One the one hand, __________ argues______________. On the other hand, _____________ contends _____________. Others even maintain_____________. 

Templates for Explaining Why Your Claim Matters

· X matters/is important because_____________

· Ultimately, what is at stake here is________________

· These conclusions have significant applications in __________ as well as _________________

Templates for Introducing Quotations 

· X states, “_____________”

· According to X, “___________________”

· X agrees/disagrees when she writes “________________”

Templates for Explaining Quotations

· Basically, X is saying __________________

· In other words X believes______________

· X is insisting that_______________

· X’s point is that________________

