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The Kenyan Jubilee Campaign for Justice and Prosperity 

 

 

 

The word "Jubilee" literally signifies "True Liberty - Ukombozi wa Kweli”. The grand year of 

Jubilee was to return after seven times seven years so that the vicious cycle of poverty would be 

broken between the third and fourth generations. That no family would be sunk ruined and 

condemned to perpetual poverty. 

According to the Holy Bible, the year of Jubilee begun at the end of seven cycles of sabbatical 

years (7 x 7 years = 49 Years) with the blowing of rams horns throughout the land. This great 

semi-centennial festival was characterized by joyful shouts, clangour    of trumpets and 

celebrations where land would be restored to its inhabitants, slaves were set free and all debts 

remitted. The book of Leviticus 25: 8-13 (KJV) reads as follows; 

8
Count off seven sabbaths of year - seven times seven years - so that the seven Sabbaths of years 

amount to a period of forty-nine years. Then have the trumpet sounded everywhere…Sound the 

trumpet throughout your land.
 10

Consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim liberty throughout the 

land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a Jubilee for you…The fiftieth year shall be a Jubilee for 

you... In this Year of Jubilee everyone is to return to his own property...” 
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The word Consecrate means “to associate with the sacred”, it also means to sanctify, bless, make 

sacred, dedicate to God, devote, reserve, set apart, anoint, ordain and hallow. 

The opposite of consecrate is “Desecrate”, which means to deprive something of its sacred 

character, or the disrespectful, conteptuous or sacrilegeous treatment of that which is held to be 

sacred. It means to violate, profane, defile, debase, dishonor, destroy and deface. 

According to the Qur’an 59:7 - “Wealth should not circulate between the rich amongst you”. 

Islamic teachings advocate for fair and equitable distribution of wealth, protection of the weak 

against economic exploitation and the provision of basic needs for the poor. The Hindu 

philosophy called 'sewa' or selfless service and 'sarvodaya' or welfare teaches all about – “not 

wanting what the least of the inhabitants of the earth cannot have” 

Kenya’s kairos moment is here, “a passing instant when an opening appears which must be 

driven through with force if success is to be achieved”. The Jubilee gives Kenya a Holy window 

of opportunity that the nation cannot afford to squander, defile or debase. The Jubilee provides 

manifold benefits for society as a whole; 

 It will turn millions of squatters into secure, confident and dignified home owners, 

 It will break the curse of inter-generational poverty in the city, 

 It will restore equity, increase security, reduce child, infant and maternal mortality, 

 It will preclude those inequalities which are produced by extremes of riches and poverty, 

and which make one man domineer over another, 

 It will afford a fresh opportunity to those who were reduced by adverse circumstances to 

begin again, 

 It will rectify the disorders which crept into the state in the course of time, preclude the 

division of the people into nobles and plebeians, and preserve the theocracy inviolate. 

 

Un warranted Injustice afflicted on the Urban Poor 

 

Slums and Land Grabbing 

There is overwhelming evidence that procedures for the proper allocation of land are routinely 

by-passed to benefit a small group of individuals at the expense of the public (Syagga et al., 

2002, 90; Transparency International, 2003). Allocation of land since independence was “a pay-

back system for political supporters, though limited to certain groups of people” (Transparency 

International, 2003, 1). 

Much of this politically distorted allocation of land was made public in 2003 by the Ndungu 

Commission. It found that more than 200,000 illegal titles were created between 1962 and 2002 

by the orders of the President, senior public officials and politicians. That the motives behind 

these illegal land allocations were not just personal enrichment but political in nature, suggests 
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the finding that land grabbing increased around the time of elections and reached its peak in the 

multiparty-era starting in the 1990s (Ndungu, 2006, 5-6). The commission found that, in line 

with the interest group model, beneficiaries of grabbed land were ministers, senior civil servants, 

politicians and politically well-connected businessmen. 

The provincial administration, represented by local chiefs, reportedly allocated public or private 

unclaimed land in slums to private individuals and firms (COHRE, 84-85; Syagga et al., 2001, 

78). This quasi legal security of tenure has kept millions of slum dwellers in limbo and at the 

mercy of the provincial administration. 

Thus slums may be referred to as informal settlements not only because the development of 

housing but also because the allocation of land has no legal basis. As a consequence of the 

distorted land allocation process, 92% of the slum households in Nairobi are rent-paying tenants 

(World Bank, 2006, 36). Thus slums, which were historically located on public land, are now 

turning into private properties that operate like the formal real estate market. 

Slums and Vote Banking 

Vote bank politics is the practice of creating and maintaining vote banks through divisive 

policies. As this brand of politics encourages voters to vote on the basis of narrow communal 

considerations, often against their better judgment, it is considered detrimental to democracy. In 

the vast majority of elections, the candidate who spends the most money wins the election. 

During the 3-6 month campaign periods, politicians invest large amounts of cash in slums and a 

slew of empty promises knowing that they will be reaping huge dividends for the next 5 years if 

elected. For example, a report of the “National Voter Bribery Survey” in 2007 indicated that up 

to Kshs. 907 million may have been spent in bribing voters (Daily Nation, 30 November 2007). 

Vote bank politics is the reason why Kenya’s politicians keep the poor poor, but still win 

elections. 

Impact of Slums on Women and Children 

For many women in Nairobi's crowded slums, life is fraught with danger. Women live in 

constant fear of violence, rape, sexual abuse, HIV/AIDS, unequal access to education, and 

excessive domestic responsibilities. Violence against women is widespread where ineffective 

policing results in rape and other violence against women going largely unpunished. 

The Nairobi Water and Sewerage Company and the Athi Water Services Board estimate that 

only 24% of residents in Nairobi’s informal settlements have access to toilet facilities at a 

household level. A 2006 study commissioned by the World Bank concluded that up to 68% of 

settlement residents relied on shared toilet/latrine facilities, and that up to 6% of all slum and 

settlement residents in Nairobi did not have any toilet facilities at all. Answering the call of 

nature puts women in a vicious circle of daily indignity and humiliation. 
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This situation is attributable to a number of factors linked to decades of government failure to 

recognize slums and settlements for city planning purposes, and the non-enforcement of 

applicable domestic laws and standards. 

Impact of Slums on Children 

Children born in a sprawl of overcrowded shacks start life on poverty’s front line. Many die 

before they are five years old from indoor air pollution and easily preventable disease. For those 

who survive, hard living conditions thrust them prematurely into adult responsibilities and rob 

them of the learning processes and joys of childhood. Unlike youngsters living in the higher 

income urban areas, millions of adolescents in slums go to work instead of school, head a 

household and are parents in and outside marriage. 

The five illnesses that cause more than half of the deaths amongst children living in slums are 

pneumonia, diarrhea, malaria, measles and HIV/AIDS. Studies indicate that the prevalence of 

these killer diseases in urban slums is due to bad living conditions rather than income levels. For 

instance, municipal supplies of safe drinking water rarely penetrate slums. It is common for pit 

latrines to be shared by thousands of people. Children from slums have higher rates of diarrhea 

than children of the poorest rural families because they are exposed to contaminated water and 

food. 

Many countries in the developing world show youth bulges in their demographic profile with 

children and adolescents comprising at least 40% of the population. In the developing world, 

home to 85% of youth, unemployment rates are high. This kindles frustration, anger and violence 

which in turn triggers civil unrest and violent crime. There is another downside to high levels of 

unemployment amongst youth. 

The inability of cities to absorb the labour market has a negative impact on economic growth and 

poverty reduction, a trend that undermines the endeavours of UN member states to achieve the 

targets set by the Millennium Development Goals. 

Real Estate Market and Impact on Slums 

Kenya’s mortgage market has more than quadrupled in the last 5 years with its value growing 

from Kshs. 19 billion in 2006 to just over Kshs. 81 Billion by June 2010 (CBK, 2010). The 

mortgage debt to GDP ratio is just under 2.5%, better than Tanzania (0.2%) and Uganda (1.0%) 

but not comparable to South Africa’s (32.5%) or other developing countries such as India (6%) 

and Columbia (7%). 

Net lending to the private sector for real estate development outpaced credit to businesses and 

households in 2010, representing over 33% of the total lending by the formal banking sector. The 

rising activity in the real estate market made the construction and real estate sector the best 

performing sector in Q2 of 2010 with an 18% growth rate and contributed 11% of the GDP. 

With an estimated backlog of 2 million units and an annual supply deficit of over 120,000 units, 

demand for housing units far outweighs the supply. 
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Nairobi alone represents over 60% of the real estate activity in the country and continues to grow 

at a rate four times that of the rest of the country (CBK, 2010). Despite this phenomenal growth 

in investment in the real estate and construction sector, less than 2% of the funds have financed 

housing for the urban poor. 

There is a crisis looming in the horizon for informal settlements in Nairobi as banks, financial 

institutions, private investors and real estate developers continue to invest heavily in Nairobi’s 

vibrant housing market. Every inch of urban space is now a gold mine for developers, a situation 

that will lead to a phenomenal increase in arson, demolitions and violent evictions. 

The contiguous belt of Mukuru slum settlements is especially vulnerable as it sits on 

approximately 2,000 acres of prime private land, close to the industrial area, the Jomo Kenyatta 

International Airport, the main arterial road from Mombasa to Nairobi, the eastern bypass, the 

commuter rail line and other high value amenities. 

This land has a population of over 500,000 people most of whom provide labor to Nairobi’s 

industrial area.  The families that reside on these lands are mostly squatters with no security of 

tenure and consequently face the daily threat of forced eviction. 

In 2004, slum residents paid at least about US$31 million (Ksh 2.3 billion) in rents. This figure is 

estimated using an average rent of Ksh 790 per month per household, a tenancy rate of 92%, and 

a slum population of 0.81 million. This figure exceeds, Nairobi city’s annual budget for 

investment as well as operations and maintenance. 

 


