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Since March 2020 COVID-19 restrictions have been imposed throughout Greece in an
attempt to protect public health. Refugees and Asylum Seekers living in Receptions and
Identification Centres (such as Vathy RIC) have faced some of the most restrictive
measures. NGOs including MSF have expressed concern that the mass quarantine of camp
residents are “ill-considered and potentially very damaging and harmful”.' The RIC in Samos
has been under lockdown restrictions since 18th September 2020 with the COVID-19
response of authorities described as “negligent and dangerous”. 2The IRC reported that
since the 1st lockdown there has been a “71% spike in the number of people experiencing
psychotic symptoms, while a 66% increase in self-harm.”

Pre-pandemic LGBTQI+ asylum seekers were already particularly vulnerable, especially in
emergency situations®, to violence, discrimination and difficulties accessing services. The
UN report that, globally, violence due to a person's sexual orientation and gender identity
(SOGI) exceed all other forms of hate crime®. Hate crimes against LGBTQI+ persons are the
most common form of discrimination in Greece® and whilst limited legal protections exist for
queer persons, such protections are difficult to access, for all queer persons in Greece and
are rarely realised for LGBTQI+ asylum seekers especially in the camp settings’,®. Moreover
as ILGA highlight “asylum detention remains the default form of reception - known to be
dangerous and harmful for LGBTI asylum seekers."®
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Poor mental health among LGBTQI+ asylum seekers is well documented with high rates of
stress and anxiety disorders, depression and suicidality reported.There is growing
understanding that persons with SOGI that differs to societal and cultural expectations face
additional social determinants of health because of this. This links to the Minority Stress
Model that links stigma and discrimination to worse well-being outcomes for minority
groups'’. The pervasiveness of discrimination to LGBTQI+ asylum seekers is described
below and highlighted in the results of this research:

sA

“Here in the camp, people don’t like us , we suffer insults, hate,
jealousy and other forms of mockery. Since we’re powerless at these
type of things, we ask ourselves if this is the situation only in the RIC

camp or it’s like this in the whole Europe”

OUR RESEARCH

We asked LGBTQI+ asylum seekers about how the lockdown restriction had affected them
as LGBTQI+ asylum seekers and refugees on Samos. 37 people participated who had spent
on average 1.3 years on Samos. Samos RIC has been under lockdown measures for a total
of 6 months since the start of the pandemic™'.

Sexual Orientation: Gender Identity:
Gay
[ Lesbian | Male
. B Bisexual B Female
B Trans
0% 25% 50% 75% 100% 0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Living conditions and legal status:

81% of participants live in a tent, 8% in a container in the camp and 11% in other
accommodation. 67% are waiting for an interview or decision on their case, 24% have had
their applications for international protection rejected and only 8% have been granted
asylum.

Living Conditions: Legal Status:
@ Tent in the Jungle @ 2nd Rejection
@ Tent in the RIC @ st Rejection

@ Waiting for big
interview

Container

@ Accommodation
provided by an NGO Completed big
interview (awaitin
@ In aprivate house in ¢ 9

the town @ Granted asylum
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The impact on physical and mental health:
Participants were asked to complete the following statements indicating how the lockdown
had affected them. Over 3 in 4 reported that their mental health had got worse, 1 in 2 of
those much worse. Similarly, over 75% reported their physical health had also gotten worse.

During the lockdown my mental health has become ... During the lockdown my physical health has become

@ Much Worse
@ Much Worse
@® Somewhat Worse
@ Somewhat Worse
Stayed the Same
Stayed the Same
@ Somewhat Better
@ Somewhat Better
@ Much Better

Increase in discrimination:

68% of people reported an increase in discrimination because of their LGBTQI+ identity
since the beinging of lockdown measures in September 2019 (37% increased a lot / 30%
increased) . 27% of people reported that discrimination levels stayed the same while only 1
(3%) participant reported a reduction in the discrimination they face and this person was not
residing in the RIC at this

time.

During the lockdown on average | face discrimination...
The prevalence and @ Every Day
pervasive nature of ® Most Days

discrimiantion is
highlighted in the
responses to the
frequency of
discrimination that
LGBTQI+ asylum seekers
and refugees are
currently facing on
Samos.

A few times a week
@ Once a week
A few times a month
Once a month
@ Less frequently
® Never

Overall impact and

access to services:

89% of all participants report that the lockdown has made the situation for them worse with
59% of respondents facing difficulties accessing services.

For LGBTQI+ people in the camp the lockdown has Have you faced any difficulties in accessing support

@ Much Worse ® ves

@® Somewhat Worse ® Mo

Stayed the Same
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Implications
The findings in this report reflect the experience of many other LGBTQI+ persons around the
world who have faced increasing marginalisation globally during the pandemic'.

The restrictive measures are having a significant negative impact on LGBTQI+ asylum
seekers and refugees in Samos. Immediate action, from the competent authorities, is
needed to protect the well-being and safeguard the human rights of LGBTQI+ persons.

During the reception and identification of asylum seekers it is imperative that “reasonable
measures to prevent illtreatment” are taken to ensure that queer claimants Article 3 right to
freedom from degrading treatment are not infringed™®. It is imperative that together the Greek
authorities, NGOs and other protection actors take action through the strengthening of
SGBYV prevention and response mechanisms to address the impact that COVID-19
restrictions are having. Additional steps must be taken to ensure that LGBTQI+ persons can
access protective mechanisms in a safe and sensitive way.

The development of safe mechanisms for LGBTQI+ RIC residents to report incidents is
essential and this must address the challenges such persons face in accessing mainstream
mechanisms. Moreover, the actions as inscribed in Greek law to be taken on such reports to
protect those facing discrimination must be enacted to ensure that the basic rights of
LGBTQI+ asylums seekers are protected.

It should be acknowledged that Greek LGBTQI+ people currently also face difficulties and
barriers in reporting and accessing support in the national context. Training for authorities to
further the understanding of such authorities on the needs of LGBTQI+ persons (both Greek
and RIC residents) who may need protection is one way that existing mechanisms could be
strengthened to address the barriers for all LGBTQI+ persons.'

Overall this report highlights how the unsuitable and “often dangerous living”*
conditions of the RIC, barriers to adequate protection from the competent authorities
and COVID-19 restrictions have compounded to increase the suffering of LGBTQI+
asylum seekers on Samos.

Samos LGBTQI+ Group hopes to work with our current partners and other actors to
work on solutions to address the concerns highlighted in this report to improve the
situation and promote the rights of LGBTQI+ asylum seekers and refugees in Samos.

All correspondence can be sent to samoslgbtqgigroup@gmail.com
N.B. The comprehensive data set can be found here.
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