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Dear Prospective Partners,

 For the last thirty-six years, the International Relations 
Organization (IRO) at the University of Virginia has hosted the 
Virginia Model United Nations Conference (VAMUN) for high 
school students across the nation. Held in the beautiful and historic 
town of Charlottesville, VAMUN provides an academically intensive 
and intellectually engaging experience for all of its delegates. This 
year, VAMUN will host nearly 1000 high school students from 
November 18 to November 20, 2016. As the Under-Secretary-General 
for Business and Charity, I would like to thank you for considering a 
potential business partnership with VAMUN.

 Partnering with VAMUN can provide your organization with 
a great way to reach nearly 1000 high school and 200 college students 
who want to make their mark as a part of the next generation of 
lawyers, politicians, and businesspeople. Capturing the attention of 
these young men and women will help to create and maintain long-
term brand loyalty. Moreover, because VAMUN is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit subsidiary of IRO, all contributions made to VAMUN will be 
tax-deductible for your organization. 

 In order to satisfy your specific needs, we have designed a 
variety of sponsor packages. If the commitments and benefits of these 
packages do not meet the goals or constraints that your organization 
faces, we would be happy to discuss modified packages. If you have 
any additional questions regarding a partnership with VAMUN, 
please do not hesitate to contact me at vamun.business@gmail.com.

Once again, thank you for considering VAMUN as a potential 
partner.

Best Regards,

Varun Sharma
Under-Secretary-General for Business and Charity, VAMUN XXXVI

LETTER FROM THE USG FOR BUSINESS 
AND CHARITY



Commitment to Our Community
 Thomas Jefferson, the founder of University of Virginia,  
wanted to create a nation where the majority of the power was vested 
in the local and state governments. He believed that this arrangement 
was the most likely to promote high levels of civic engagement. In line 
with his beliefs, VAMUN is committed to charitable giving at the local 
level. For all of us at the University of Virginia, Charlottesville has 
become a second home. This town has supported us as we have grown 
both in and outside of the classroom. We want to make an impact in 
the Charlottesville community to show just how grateful we are for 
everything it has done for us. That’s why we are proud to be working 
with the International Rescue Committee of Charlottesville, VA. 

International Rescue Committee (IRC)
 People all around the world are affected by humanitarian 
crises, such as conflicts, epidemics, and natural disasters. Crises 
such as the conflict in Syria and the unrelenting drought in Ethiopia 
adversely affect millions and require both the attention and resources 
of those who can help. The International Rescue Committee responds 
to such humanitarian crises by helping to restore health, safety, 
education, economic well-being, and power to people devastated 
by conflict and disaster. Specifically, the regional office of the 
International Rescue Committee in Charlottesville focuses on helping 
to resettle Syrian refugees. 

charitable giving



Outlined below are four different partnership options and the benefits 
associated with each alternative. Your support can come a variety of 
forms, including but not limited to direct financial contributions and 
in-kind gifts. Once again, if the commitments and benefits of these 
packages do not meet your needs, we would be happy to discuss 
modified packages. Thank you for your support. We fundamentally 
believe that partnering with us will be a valuable use of your time and 
other resources. If you have any questions, please feel free to email us 
at vamun.business@gmail.com. 

partnership options



In addition to the options referenced above, we also want to provide 
you with the opportunity to sponsor conference events and advertise 
and/or sell merchandise. These options are designed to provide 
flexibility and create the partnership experience best suited to the 
goals and objectives of your organization. 

Events
Throughout VAMUN, we will host events designed to enhance the 
delegate experience. These events include academically-focused 
delegate workshops and social events such as the Delegate Dance. 
We would love to work with businesses to make these events more 
exciting and rewarding for our delegates. Refreshment stands, 
sponsored activities, and professional workshops are just some of the 
options available to you. 

Merchandise
We will provide two types of merchandise for VAMUN: in-conference 
merchandise and souvenirs. In-conference merchandise includes 
personalized plaques and in-committee candy grams, whereas 
souvenirs include t-shirts, sunglasses, and water bottles.  Partners can 
either work with us by creating co-branded merchandise or directly 
donate sponsor-branded merchandise for distribution. 

Events and 
Merchandise



VAMUN XXXVI Session Dates:
November 18-20, 2016

Thursday, November 17, 2016
7:00pm – 9:00pm: Registration

Friday, November 18, 2016
10:00am – 3:00pm: Registration
11:00am – 12:00pm: Model UN Training Workshop
12:00pm – 1:00pm: Delegate Workshop
1:00pm – 2:00pm: Delegate Workshop
3:00pm – 4:00pm: Opening Ceremonies
4:30pm – 6:00pm: Registration
4:45pm – 6:00pm : Dinner Break
6:00pm – 9:00pm: Committee Session I

Saturday, November 19, 2016
10:00am – 1:00pm: Committee Session II
1:00pm – 3:00pm: Lunch Break*
3:00pm – 6:00pm: Committee Session III
6:00pm – 9:00pm: Dinner Break
9:00pm – 11:00pm: Delegate Dance
*Lunch will be staggered by committee

Sunday, November 20, 2016
9:00am – 11:00am: Committee Session IV
11:30am – 12:30pm: Closing Ceremonies

vamun xxxvi 
conference schedule



The International Relations Organization is a student-run, non-profit 
Contracted Independent Organization (CIO) at the University of 
Virginia. IRO is dedicated to spreading awareness of international 
affairs both on and off Grounds. With support from over one hundred 
members, IRO hosts weekly programs, organizes annual conferences, 
publishes a semi-annual journal of undergraduate research, and sends 
University students to compete in Model United Nations competitions 
across the country. More than just a Model UN club, IRO frequently 
collaborates with other student organizations, academic departments, 
and schools to help foster interest in issues of international 
importance and ensure that the University remains an active center in 
the study of global politics.

Contact Information:
Varun Sharma
Under-Secretary-General for Business and Charity, VAMUN XXXVI
vamun.business@gmail.com

about iro


