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Jesus Rises, 
April 8, 2012 
 
1. Welcome to Open Table Church, my name is Wayne Phillips and we’re glad you’re 

here with us today.  Today, Easter Sunday, is the final day of Passion Week, which 
began last Sunday.  Last Sunday we looked back at when Jesus entered Jerusalem 
and the crowds honored him as King.  On the next day Monday Jesus went in and 
cleansed the temple, On Tues-Wed the conflict between Jesus and the religious 
leaders intensified, then Thursday—during the Passover, Jesus had the Last Supper 
with his followers—he broke bread with them, he shared the cup with them, and 
then Jesus was betrayed and arrested.  On Friday Jesus was crucified, nailed to the 
cross under Pontius Pilate.  A Roman soldier pierced Jesus’ side with his spear to 
ensure he was dead.  They took Jesus’ body down and put it in a tomb.  Saturday 
came and passed.  AND then on Sunday, everything changes.   

a. Today we’re going to look at a scene from that day recorded by John, one of 
the eyewitnesses of these events. 

2. You can follow in your bulletin: John 20:1 Early on the first day of the week 
[Sunday], while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene [one of Jesus’ followers] went to 
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 

a. This is strange, so she ran to get Peter and John, they come, they see, Jesus’ 
tomb is empty.  Jesus is gone.  Peter and John are wondering what’s going on, 
they head back.  Mary stays behind at the empty tomb, and she’s crying, and 
Jesus appears to her just like he told them he would.  Before Jesus was 
crucified he repeatedly told his followers he would be killed but would rise 
again on the third day.  (finger count) Friday, Saturday, now Sunday…it’s 
happening!  Jesus tells Mary to go tell the others…she goes tells the rest of 
the disciples “I have seen the Lord!” 

3.  John 20:19  19 ¶ On the evening of that first day of the week [still Easter Sunday], 
when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, 

a. Note here…the disciple are together near Jerusalem with the doors locked for 
fear of the Jews—the Jewish leaders.  Consider the condition of the disciples, 
Jesus’ followers at this moment.  This is a group of people, many of whom 
have been with Jesus for the past 3 years.  They heard Jesus teach, they saw 
the amazing things He did, they walked with him, ate with him. They saw Him 
raise Lazarus from the dead, they saw him cast demons out of people, they 
saw him feed 5000 people, heal the sick, open the eyes of the blind, calm the 
storm, walk on water.  They saw and believed Jesus’ claim that he was the 
unique Son of God, the Promised One sent by God to reconcile people back 
into a close, life-giving relationship with God.   

b. Then the ground fell out from beneath their feet. 
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c. Jesus was betrayed, arrested, publically and violently killed.   
They saw it all--What just happened, they’re wondering!  
Jesus is THE ONE, how can He be dead!?   

d. Not only are they perplexed, but they’re afraid.  Doors are locked.  The same 
leaders who had Jesus killed 2 days ago might come after them. 

4. Okay verse 19 again…19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the 
disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, [into that 
situation, into their distress and fear, listen, here it is!] Jesus came [! Jesus came…] 
and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" [Peace be with you.  Shalom 
be with you -- peace, quiet, NOT fear and distress but Peace be with you…verse 20]  

5. 20 After Jesus said this, he showed them his hands and side. [his hands where they  
saw the nails go through, his side where saw him pierced…and it says] The disciples 
were overjoyed when they saw the Lord [OVERJOYED - heck yeah, overjoyed, Here 
He is.  He was dead.  We saw it!  AND He’s HERE, with us!…verse 21].  21 Again Jesus 
said, "Peace be with you! [Again “peace be with you” Because I’m alive, I’m back, 
just like I promised you] 

6. [now verse 24] John 20:24-29  24 Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, [one of Jesus’ 
inner circle] was not with the disciples when Jesus came. [he wasn’t in the room 
when Jesus’ appeared before]   25 So the other disciples told him, "We have seen 
the Lord!" [Thomas, dude, we’ve seen Jesus, He’s back! (pause) Now listen to 
Thomas’ reaction] But he [Thomas] said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his 
hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will 
not believe it." [Can you hear the hardness of heart?  “I will not believe”.  Jesus’ 
death, his crucifixion, that horrible things Thomas saw Jesus endure have put 
Thomas in a place of disbelief and resistant. 

a. Can you relate to Thomas here?  Have you every believed in something, 
trusted in something and hoped in something big and then had the ground fall 
out from under you?   

b. Have you ever had your expectations, your plans turned upside down by bad 
news, an unexpected twist, a punch in the gut?    

c. Life is supposed to be like that, BUT it’s like this 
d. When life kicks us, Hardness can settle in. 
e. That’s where Thomas is: unless I see the nail marks in his hands…I will NOT 

believe  
7. [verse 26] 26 A week later Jesus’ disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was 

with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said,[for the 3rd time] "Peace be with you!" 

8. 27 Then he [Jesus] said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out 
your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe." 

9. [Thomas does that and verse 28] 28 Thomas said to Jesus, "My Lord and my God!"  
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a. "My Lord and my God!" Thomas eyes are opened again.  He goes from 
complete doubt and despair to confidence and joy “My Lord and my God!”. 

b. It’s all true, you’re back.  You’re here! 
10. Jesus is alive.  Jesus rose from the dead.  Death could not hold Jesus down because 

Jesus is no mere man.  Jesus is the risen Lord of heaven and earth.   
That is what Thomas realized on Easter Sunday. 
That is what Christians have been saying for the past 2000 years.   
Jesus is alive.  He is with us now through the presence of the Holy Spirit inside us 
filling us with life. 

11. Jesus is with us now, and His word to us today is the same as it was back then: 
“Peace be with you”. 

a. Peace be with you now, no matter what hard thing is going on in your life.  No 
matter what unexpected twist comes this week. 

b. Peace be with you NOT b/c that’s a nice little phrase to say, but Peace be with 
you because Jesus is alive, death is not the end, Jesus has risen. 

12. APPLICATION 
a. If you are a Jesus follow, the challenge is REMEMBER now to do life with Jesus 

each and every day.  To not allow His voice to get crowded out.  To turn to 
him when things are hard, to seek His voice, walk closely with him each day. 

b. And if you are exploring Jesus or new to Jesus this morning, I believe his word 
to you is this: ask, seek, knock (that’s from Luke 11:9).  He wants to draw you 
into ongoing close relationship with Him, He is Lord and God of heaven and 
earth and we were all created to live in close relationship with Him.  He made 
us that way, and He wants to lead you into fullness of life.  

13. Let’s Pray 
14. Connection Cards 
15. Last song 

 
16. Rosylyn – instructions for the Egg Hunt, etc. 


