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Are you familiar with the book, The Secret? Wildly popular when published 2006. 
(quotes) Why does this appeal to people?  Illusion of control.   
 
One of Oprah’s favorites, Eckhart Tolle,: “Can human beings lose the density of their 
conditioned mind structures and become like crystals or precious stones, transparent to 
the light of consciousness? Can they defy the gravitational pull of materialism and 
materiality and rise above identification with form that keeps the ego in place and 
condemns them to imprisonment within their own personality? The possibility of such a 
transformation has been the central message of the great wisdom teachings of 
humanity. The messengers, Buddha, Jesus, and others, were humanity’s early flowers. A 
widespread flowering was not yet possible at that time…” Goes on to talk about a rising 
new consciousness. Somehow, we’ve advanced intellectually, emotionally, spiritually,  
and so we can fill in the blanks that Jesus didn’t know about. These books sold millions 
of copies. In 2008, approximately 35 million people participated in a series of 10 live 
web chats with Tolle and Winfrey.  
 
Theories like this are not new … just wearing 21st century clothes. The letter to the 
Colossians, which you’ve been looking at for the last couple of weeks, was written 
primarily to refute similar teachings, teachings that said, yes, Jesus had great ideas, but 
let’s add and tweak, and we end up with a new gospel that teaches Jesus plus, Jesus 
plus special knowledge, Jesus plus rules, Jesus plus …  
Jesus is not denied; he’s diminished. But a diminished Jesus is an oxymoron. Last week 
you looked at Colossians 1, beginning in verse 15, where Paul strains to express the 
identity of Jesus; he struggles with the constraints of human language as he writes,  
He’s the image of the invisible God, the first born over all creation, In him all things were 
created, in him all things hold together … in everything he has the supremacy, all God’s 
fullness dwells in him. Huge theological truths:  Jesus is the center of all creation! 
Hallelujah chorus should be playing in the background! 
 
So let’s go on to today’s passage, printed in your bulletin. Have a pen ready.  

We’ve said that Paul wrote this book to combat certain ideas that were floating around 
among the Colossians. He doesn’t specifically say what those heresies were, but a few 
hints: 2:4, 8. Later (2:18) worship of angels, reminds them it’s not about following rules 
– legalism.  Hints too, that Paul’s credibility is being attacked, as he takes great pains in 
this section to let the Colossians know that he is suffering for them (vs. 24). Remember, 
he’s in a Roman prison. Paul makes it clear in verse 25 that he received his assignment, 
his commission directly from God himself, so he has the authority to speak God’s words 
to them. Not only does he have the credibility that should allow them to trust him, but 
he is deeply committed to them, he labors on their behalf. He talks about struggling … 
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vs. 29 and again, 2:1. The word he uses for struggle in these verses is the Greek word 
from which we get our word agony. How could Paul be struggling, agonizing for these 
people? Does that make any sense … after all, he’s in prison. 

1. He’s praying for them, passionately, fervently, continuously.  

2. And he labors over the letters he writes (it’s believed that he wrote also wrote 
Ephesians, Philippians, 2 Timothy, and Philemon) while in prison. 

3. Remember, Paul was just like us, human, subject to temptation… if he would 
turn his back on his faith and his commission from God, he could walk out of that 
prison. Surely in the darkest nights, he contemplates that possibility. A little 
compromise here, a little denial there. How easy it would be … but.. 

 
Imagine, Paul – sitting in a Roman prison – instead of bemoaning his fate, he’s thinking 
about, praying with intensity for people most of whom he’s never met, living in the 
town of Colosse. If I were sitting in that prison, I’d have trouble lifting my eyes beyond 
the walls closing me in, and lifting my thoughts above my own discomfort and 
loneliness, my frustration that I couldn’t be out there doing what God called me to do.  
But Paul has the heart of a true pastor, who is focused on the wellbeing of his flock, 
passionate about their understanding of Jesus and what Jesus accomplished for them, 
passionate about equipping them to withstand the heresies that threatened to 
misdirect their faith. What a challenge to us to be so passionate about having a clear 
understanding of the truth, communicating it, living it out. 
 
Let’s focus on a couple words in this passage… 
would you underline the word “mystery” every time it occurs. What verses? 26, 27, 2. 
Let’s unpack that word. In 60 A.D., when Paul was writing, there were a variety of 
“mystery religions.” These religions taught that there was available to people a secret 
form of spiritual power, available only to the initiated, the elite. But Paul uses the word 
as it appears many times in Scripture to refer to a truth known only when God reveals it   
 
Think about the Jewish sacrificial system, in which Jews were instructed to kill animals to 
atone for their sin. Doesn’t that sound crazy, irrational? Yes, until it is revealed that 
Jesus is the Lamb, and his sacrifice accomplishes our salvation. The sacrifices pointed to, 
symbolized, the ultimate sacrifice, Jesus, and to the fact that his blood washes us clean 
and covers our sin.  
 
So look again at Paul’s use of the word mystery. What does he say the mystery is?  
1:27 - Christ in you, the hope of glory. God has revealed the truth that Jesus actually 
resides in the believer, is present with, within us, and this reality means not only 
ultimate glory in eternity, but a glorious kind of life right now! And, most amazing to the 
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Jews, who have been God’s chosen people for centuries, the gospel is offered to the 
Gentiles!  
2:2 – the mystery of God is Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge –Paul is saying to those who think Jesus isn’t enough, Jesus is the source, 
where all your questions are answered and all your desires are met.  
 
A recent Christian book is titled, Jesus + Nothing = Everything 
 
Do you want “everything”? “Be all you can be” is the mantra of advertisements and self 
help programs. That phrase points to a universal human hunger, an emptiness, a void. 
In the 17th century Blaise Pascal said: the infinite abyss can only be filled by an infinite 
and immutable object, that is to say, only by God himself. 
Author Tullian Tchividjian says, “deeply and sincerely we want to live larger than we do 
– to attain something higher, deeper, fuller, richer, stronger, wiser, safer, happier.” That 
hunger is placed in us by God! The problem is that we go to the wrong places to satisfy 
that hunger, we dig in the wrong mines, we drink from the wrong fountains. Paul tells 
the Colossians, and us, that Jesus is the source, Jesus satisfies that hunger.  
 
So what is Paul’s ultimate goal as he proclaims, admonishes, and teaches everyone?  
1:28: so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. I love that phrase “present 
everyone” – makes me think of a throne room where someone is presented to a king.  
Can’t you envision Paul standing before God and saying, let me present your loyal 
subject.  
But what about this idea that he desires to present everyone “perfect in Christ.” That’s a 
kind of scary word – I’m so far from perfect it’s not even funny. In fact, you and I will 
never see perfection this side of heaven … absolute perfection is an attribute of God 
alone. However, there is a sense in which believers are indeed perfect… Look again at 
the end of verse 28 … perfect in Christ.  
 
When we choose to become Jesus followers, we are placed into him, and God sees us in, 
covered by, Christ’s perfection. Picture a filthy bum … now picture a white sheet 
dropped over him, covering the dirt and squalor. Now you don’t see the filth of the man 
behind the sheet, only purity. That’s a picture of what Jesus has done for us: his 
perfection covers our imperfection, so God sees us “in Jesus”. Galatians 3:27 says, … “all 
of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.” This is our 
position before God. And this is a huge deal … it’s all about what Jesus has done for me, 
nothing to do with my working up to some spiritual condition. It is just as complete for 
the youngest and weakest believer as it is for the strongest and oldest. Do you know 
that God sees you that way?  
 
Moreover, this holy position is for everyone! (see verse 28) Not everyone can swim like 
Michael Phelps, not everyone can sing like Adele, not everyone can paint like 
Michelangelo. But perfection in Jesus is for EVERYONE!   
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But let’s look further into this word perfect in verse 28. The Greek word here can also be 
translated to mean complete, full grown, or fully mature. Our wills are involved here … 
the degree to which we experience Christ’s presence within us and his power to grow us 
into the people he created us to be, depends at least partially on the daily choices we 
make, the orientation of our lives. Our wills are involved, but the power comes from 
God.  
Years ago I heard an illustration that helps me picture this process: envision an 
escalator, moving slowly upwards. At the top of that escalator is the door to heaven. As 
you and I live our lives looking up, focused on the goal, we are slowly becoming more 
like Jesus, so that our experience, the nitty gritty of our daily lives, begins to more 
closely match our position (this, by the way, is what theologians call the process of 
sanctification.)  
  
What we’re talking about here is really about breaking free of the bonds of sin. A helpful 
way to look at this process is threefold:  
 
#1 - I have been saved from the penalty of sin.  
 
This is like a legal transaction: at the very moment when you turn your life over to Jesus, 
your debt of sin is cancelled. Look at Jeremiah 31:34 – “I will forgive their wickedness 
and will remember their sin no more.” Do you live with that knowledge? Jesus buries 
your sin in the deepest ocean and puts up a sign, “no fishing!” Believe it!  
 
Not only being saved from the penalty of sin,  
#2 - I am being saved from the power of sin.  
 
If you’re a Jesus follower, you’re in the midst of this process. While my will is involved 
here, the power is God’s. Look again at vs. 29: what is the source of Paul’s power, his 
energy? “his energy, which so powerfully works in me.”  
 
In the book of Ephesians Paul makes an amazing statement: he says that he wants the 
Ephesian believers to know “…God’s incomparably great power for us who believe. That 
power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he 
raised him from the dead…” Did you get that? the power available to us is the power 
that raised Jesus! the Greek word used here is the word from which we get our word, 
dynamite. How laughable that we try so hard to control our lives when this kind of 
power is waiting for us to plug into it. 
 
So I have been saved from the penalty of sin, 
I am being saved from the power of sin, 
 
#3 - I will be saved from the presence of sin.  
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Some day … when this life is over, there will be no more battles. No more selfishness, no 
more mixed motives, no more abuse or bitterness or unkindness or ….  Isn’t that 
something to look forward to w/ joy!! 
 
So I ask you: 
 
Do you believe that Jesus + Nothing = Everything? As you consider the way you live your 
life, does reality tell you otherwise? Being as honest as you know how to be, how would 
you fill in the blank:  
 
 Jesus + _________________ =  my version of everything   
 
 
 
Have you been saved from the penalty of sin? Have you acknowledged that you can’t 
make it on your own and made the choice to follow Jesus?  
If not, do you desire to make that choice today?  
 
Do you believe that God has the power to free you from the power of sin: your 
addictions, your self-destructive patterns, your selfishness? How can you plug into that 
power?  
 
 


