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Colossians 1:15-23 Christ Incomparable 
Wayne Phillips – February 19 2012 
 
1. Introduction 

a. Colossians 1:15-18 says this about Jesus, the King of Glory, the One we’ve 
been singing to this morning: 

b. Verse 1:15  15 He (Jesus) is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over 
all creation.  16 For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things were created by him and for him.  17 He is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together.  18 And he is the head of the 
body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the 
dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.   

c. PRAYER 
d. My name is Wayne Phillips, welcome to Open Table Church, we’re in week 2 

of a 5 week study of Colossians which was written to believers around 60 AD 
and Spirit of God continues to speak through this letter to help us see Jesus 
clearly. 

e. Today we’re focusing on 1:15-18, a section I’m calling Christ Incomparable.  In 
it we get a clear cut picture of Jesus, he incomparability, His supremacy, His 
preeminence, His arm-stretching (stretch your arms out) greatness. 

f. When you pray, when you talk to Jesus think about this picture.  When you 
hear something said about Jesus, ask, does it line up with this picture we’ve 
been given of Jesus.  When you’re anxious, life is hard, you’re disoriented, 
remember to turn your eyes up to the revelation of Jesus, the picture that 
we’re given in this passage. 

1. Colossians 1:15 
a. 15 ¶ He [Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 

creation.  16 For by him [by Jesus] all things were created: things in heaven 
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things were created by him and for him. 

b. 1:15 Jesus is the image of the invisible God 
i. The word “image” in Greek is eivkw.n, from which we get the word icon.  

Jesus is the icon, the physical-visible-image of the invisible, eternal 
God.  

ii. To see Jesus is to see God.  Jesus is the image of God. The glory of God 
is found in the face of Jesus. 

iii. Do you want to know what God is like?  Look at Jesus.  Look at what he 
did, look at what he said.  Jesus is THE ONE who makes God known.   
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iv. Do you remember this diagram of 3 major worldview categories from 
last week: Naturalism – New Age – Christian Theism – PPT 1 

v. The worldview “Christian Theism” is the worldview—the framework for 
seeing and interpreting reality—the worldview that has been revealed 
to us through Scripture.   This Biblical Worldview says there is an 
eternal God who is distinct from creation, who spoke creation into 
existence AND remains highly involved with creation. 

vi. PPT 2: Now, next slide, let’s zoom in and look at this picture in more 
detail.  God is revealed to us through Scripture as being an eternal 
relationship of Father-Son-and Holy Spirit. 

vii. And God, through the Hebrew Scriptures—Genesis through Malachi, 
speaks of the coming of the Son of God, who will bring a kingdom that 
will never end (Dan 2:44, 7:14) and He will become King over all.  Then, 
next slide… 

viii. PPT 3: …2000 years ago in Judea, in the small town of Bethlehem, the 
promised One came.  The Son of God came.  Conceived by the HS, in 
the womb of the virgin Mary, the Son of God entered creation.  
Jesus is born around 4/5 B.C. 

1. Theologians refer to this event as the “incarnation”, the en-
fleshing of the Son of God.  The eternal Son of God took on skin 
and bones, flesh and blood, and lived among us. 

2. And those who saw Jesus, who heard Jesus, who spent time 
with Jesus, they came to recognize that Jesus no mere man.  
Peter said to Jesus “you are the Son of the living God”.  Thomas 
said to Him, “my Lord and my God”.  These were the earliest 
believers.  They recognized that Jesus was the living, breathing 
image of the invisible, immortal God. 

ix. And Jesus himself claimed the same thing. 
1. John 12:45  Jesus said "He who sees Me sees the One who sent 

Me. 
2. John 14:9 Jesus said “if you have seen me, you have seen the 

Father” 
x. TRAN: Jesus is more than a man, more than another religious teacher, 

he is the image of the invisible, immortal, all-powerful God who stands 
above all creation and spoke everything into being. 

xi. The passage continues… 
c. 1:15b Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation 

i. The title “firstborn” in the 1st century is a privileged position.  In the 
next verse we will learn that all things were created by Jesus and for 
Jesus.  Because of that Jesus has a unique role over all creation—he 
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holds the role, the title, of firstborn.  As such he is, quoting Hebrews 
1:2, the “heir of all things”—he, Jesus, the Son of God, inherits all of 
creation.  It is all “for him”.  And the day is coming when Jesus will 
exert his right of ownership as firstborn as creator over all creation. 

ii. Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the unique firstborn over all 
creation—he will inherit it all 

d. Verse 1:16 For [because] by him [by Jesus] all things were created [<<all 
things is a repeated word in this passage…all things…not just some 
things,…everything!  For by Jesus all things were created].  Then we go into 
some more detail: 

e. : things in heaven [everything out there] and on earth [everything down 
here], visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities, all things were created by him [by Jesus] and for him [for Jesus] 

i. thrones powers rulers authorities--that’s the language back then for 
the spiritual realm—spiritual powers—something the Colossians were 
worried about—growing up in that culture, pre-Jesus, you were 
worried about pleasing and appeasing those Spiritual powers—and 
some of the false teachers at Colossai were apparently teaching that 
Jesus was just one more of these spiritual powers—but Paul says no, 
everything, including these powers, were created by Jesus and for 
Jesus—he is over and above all of them so you don’t need to worry 
about them, stay focused on Jesus. 

ii. Listen,  ALL THINGS were created by Jesus and for Jesus.   
iii. All things includes you and me.  

1. The reason you have life and breathe this morning is Jesus.  
Jesus is the origin of all life, he is the source of it all.  NOT 
random blind chance, but Jesus.   Everything we see in here, out 
there, through the Hubble telescope, through an electron 
microscope has its origin in Jesus.  All things were created BY 
Jesus.   He is the source of everything. 

g. End of again 1:16  all things were created by him [by Jesus] and for him [for 
Jesus]. 

i. Everything has a purpose.  All things were created for Jesus.  And that 
includes you.  You were created FOR Jesus. 

ii. What is the meaning and purpose and aim of life?  Jesus is the meaning 
and purpose and aim of life. We were all made FOR Jesus. 

iii. That’s why, when we try to live for other purposes—when we try to 
live for ourselves—we actually lose ourselves—Jesus said, he who tries 
to save his life, hold onto his life will lose it, but he who loses his life for 
my sake gains it.  When we try to live for comfort, for status, for other 
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people, for attention, for fill in the blank…it leaves us empty.  We 
actually lose life.  We weren’t made FOR those lesser things.  We were 
made for something, actually someone greater.  We were made FOR 
Jesus. 

iv. That’s why Jesus tells us to follow Him, to do what He says, to listen to 
Him, to make him our aim…Because we are made FOR Him. 

1. Jesus doesn’t say, add me onto your life, attach me to your life, 
make me an add-on. 

2. He says, attach yourself to me, make me the center, the 
purpose, the aim of your life.   

v. All things, including you and me, were created by Jesus and for Jesus.  
That’s big.  Then it goes up even another notch. 

h. 1:17 He [Jesus] is before all things and in him [in him] all things hold 
together  

i. What!?  Not only is Jesus the origin of all things.  Not only is Jesus is the 
purpose of all things.  But Jesus, right now, actively sustains all 
things…“all things hold together” in him. 

1. He is the source of all things, he is the center of all things, and 
now we learn that he sustains all things. 

2. Hebrews 1:3 tells us how.  It says, Jesus sustains all things 
[HOW?] by the power of his word.    

3. Jesus’ command, his voice actively sustains, holds together, the 
universe. 

4. All the pieces of the universe are under the command of his 
word. 

ii. >> And the first believers, the first Christians saw this truth in action as 
Jesus walked among them.  In Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John… 

1. We see Jesus speaking and opening the eyes of the blind 
2. We see Jesus tell the storm, “be still” and the storm stops. 
3. We see Jesus speak and heal the sick. 
4. We see Jesus speak and turn water to wine. 
5. We see Jesus say “Lazarus come out!” and the dead man comes 

out of his tomb. 
6. At Jesus’ 1st Coming he demonstrated the authority of His word 

over all things, over the universe that he actively sustains, right 
now, by the power of his word. 

i. TRAN: This is Jesus.  This is who we are dealing with.  This is the one to whom 
we give account.  This is the One we pray to.  This is the One we sign to.  This 
is the One we gather to celebrate, to learn about, to hear from and to seek in 
His word. This is the One we fix our eyes on, this is the One we get to tell 
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others about.  Jesus—the source, and the center, and the sustainer of all 
things.  He is the incomparable One.  And we are His, and He is ours and we 
are in tight relationship with Him because of His kindness toward us.  

j. 1:18 And he [Jesus, this Jesus] is the head of the body, the church 
i. And Jesus, the one by whom and for whom all things exist—the one 

who holds the universe together, he is the head, the leader the boss 
the ruler of the church. 

ii. The church, Jesus body on earth, is the assembly of people on earth 
now who recognize and submit themselves to Jesus’ rule and reign.  
We are the ones, and there are pockets of us all around the world, we 
are the ones who see Jesus as he really is.  We recognize that he is the 
image of the invisible, all-powerful God.  We recognize that he is the 
one by whom and for whom all things were made.  And we 
acknowledge Him as King, as Ruler, as Lord of heaven and Earth. 

iii. We are the people who are actively, not perfectly, but actively doing 
what Jesus tells us to do.  We are learning to do what He says, learning 
to do what pleases Him.  We are the part of creation that is aligning 
itself more and more to Him, to His word, to His will, to His ways.  In 
this way we are the part of creation that is relating rightly to Jesus.   

iv. This partial, scattered acknowledgement of Jesus’ rule and reign on 
earth is temporary.  Jesus the King will came again—Jesus 2nd 
Coming—to exert His full authority over heaven and earth, over all 
things.  At that time the kingdom of God, the domain where God’s rule 
is acknowledged and accepted and embraced and celebrated, Jesus’ 
domain will push out, separate out, and keep out forever, everything 
that refuses to submit to Jesus.  Everything that continues to reject 
Jesus will be pushed out—because He is the one by whom and for 
whom all things exist.  You can read more about that day in Revelation 
19:11 through chapter 22.  That day is coming.  Right now Jesus exerts 
his authority in the church.  He is the head of the body.  In the future 
Jesus will exert his full authority over everything. 

k. 1:18 And he is the head of the body the church; he is [also] the beginning 
and the firstborn from among the dead  

i. Jesus is the beginning of that new order to come that I just spoke of, 
that kingdom to come at Jesus’ returns.  Death could not hold Jesus 
down.  And if you are united to Jesus, if you are IN Jesus, death will not 
hold you down either.   

ii. We will follow Jesus through death and resurrection which he has 
already passed through as the first, as the firstborn from among the 
dead. 
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iii. TRAN: R “Jesus is the beginning and the firstborn from among the 
dead…” 

l. end of 1:18b so that in everything he might have the supremacy [ the 
supremacy—literally, the first place, the highest place] 

i. In everything, in life and in death, in this age and in the age to come, 
Jesus has the supremacy, the 1st place, the highest place, and that will 
be seen by all in the age to come. 

m. TRAN: This is Jesus, This is the One we follow, this is the One we bow down to, 
this is the One we praise and thank and are learning to live for.  This is the 
picture of Jesus that the Holy Spirit wants us to see and to carry with us in our 
everyday life. 

2. Application 
a. What does Jesus want you to know about Him today through this passage? 
b. How is He calling you to respond to Him today? 
c. We’re going to give you a moment here reflect on this passage and those 

questions and write down what you think Jesus is saying to you today… 
 

  


