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1. Today we begin the You Asked for It series.  We took questions you submitted and 

we picked the most common topics for a 5-week message series.  Here’s the line-up: 
a. Several of you put in questions related to other religions – what’s the 

difference, what does God think of other religions? Someone asked, Why not 
crystals? 

b. So we’re going to focus on this question today: what about other religions  
c. Before we go further, let’s define the word religion: a religion is a set of 

beliefs regarding ultimate questions about God, humanity, and the nature of 
existence. 

d. Religions claim to have a truth about those big topics. 
e. We’re going to start today by looking at some common popular ideas about 

religion and then compare those ideas with what God has revealed to us 
through Jesus and through the Bible. 

2. So first, some popular ideas about religion that we hear on CNN, Time Magazine, 
NYT, mainstream popular media. 

a. First idea we hear a lot is this: All religions, all religions are basically the 
same.   

i. William Blake said “all religions are one” 
ii. Gandhi said “The soul of religion is one, but it is encased in a multitude 

of forms.” 
iii. And if they’re are all basically the same, they’re all basically true 
iv. In an interview of George Lucas, Stars Wars guy, by Bill Moyers 

published in Time Magazine, Moyers asked, "Is one religion as good as 
another?" Lucas said [quote] "I remember when I was 10 years old, I 
asked my mother, 'If there's only one God, why are there so many 
religions?' I've been pondering that question ever since, and the 
conclusion I've come to is that all the religions are true.” 

Bill Moyers, “Of Myth 

and Men,” Time, April 26, 1999 
v. All religions are basically the same, all religions are basically true.  

That’s one common idea we here in our culture. 
b. The next idea we hear a lot: All religions are different paths to God 

i. It’s like there’s a mountain from us to God and the different religions 
are different paths of the same mountain to the same God. 

ii. If it’s true that all paths lead to the same God then each of us picks and 
follows the path we like best. 
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c. Another popular approach to religion in our culture is this: take what you like 
from any of the religions and toss out the rest. 

i. Tailor-make your religion, personalize it, do it your way. 
ii. We do this when we shop for a car or house, we pick one that fits us, 

our lifestyle or change it to make it fit.  So let’s do that with religion. 
d. Last popular idea that we’ll look at is this: we would be better off without 

organized religion 
i. Look at all the problems religion causes in this world, all these wars 

going on. 
ii. I often hear people, Christians, non-Christians say “I’m not a religions 

person I’m a spiritual person.”  
iii. Religion bad, spirituality good. 

e. TRANS: Let’s examine these statements more closely now. 
3. First one, All religions are basically the same 

a. It’s a nice statement.  And if it’s true it can help bring peace and tolerance and 
acceptance between different religions.  But, is it true? 

b. Huston Smith, author of the bestselling book, The World’s Religions, a very 
popular text in comparative religion courses in universities, he taught at 
Berkeley for a while – he rejects this idea outright, says it’s false; “…as soon as 
[the notion of sameness] moves beyond vague generalities––'every religion 
has some version of the Golden Rule'––it founders [it flops, it crumbles] on 
the fact that the religions differ in what they consider essential and 
nonnegotiable. Huston Smith, The World's Religions (New York: HarperCollins, 1994), 245 

c. In other words, if you take time to really look at the different religions, the 
differences are very clear and real.   

d. They are the same in that claim to have truth about the ultimate questions 
but their answers are different. 

e. Here’s a chart that shows how different religions, the big ones especially 
(Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism make up about 75% of the 
world’s population)—shows their beliefs about God, humanity, etc.: 



3 
 

 
 

 
 

f. Point here is not which religion is right or wrong BUT to demonstrate that the 
idea “religions are basically the same” is false. 

g. Also, QUESTION, can all these different religions be true?  No. Why not?  
Because they contradict each other. 
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h. To achieve peaceful coexistence and tolerance some people want to minimize 
the differences between these religions.  The goal is admirable, we want 
peaceful coexistence, we want people to have the freedom to choose for 
themselves.  But saying all religions are basically the same is dishonest.  The 
differences between the major religions are significant. 

4. All religions are basically different paths to God? 
a. A quote from the Vedanta society: “all religions contain within themselves the 

same essential truths, although the packaging is different. And that is good. 
Every human being on the planet is unique….Every person's mind is different 
and every person needs his or her own unique path to reach the top of the 
mountain.” 

b. Thinking about the chart, what is the problem with the statement: different 
religions are just different paths to God? 

i. Chart: different definitions of God 
ii. Under Christianity, Jesus said I am the way the truth and the life, no 

one comes to the Father but through me.  That’s a very singular path. 
iii. Jesus didn’t say, I have truth, I have the way to enlightenment, he said 

“I am the truth”, “I am the light” 
iv. At the top of the Hindu mountain is moksha, release from 

reincarnation and your soul, like a drop in the ocean, is absorbed by 
Brahman and you lose your personal identity. 

c. So actually, they are different paths with different destinations. 
d. This is a good time to look at what does God says through the Bible about 

other religions. 
5. What does Jesus and the Bible say about other religions? 

a. God: First, the Bible, Gen 1:1 begins with the declaration, “In the beginning 
God”; we discover through the Bible that God existed before all things, that all 
things, visible and invisible, material and spiritual were created by him and for 
him (Col 1:16-17). 

i. In the beginning, God 
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ii. So, what has this transcendent creator God revealed to us about 
other religions, how does He view other religions? 

b. Many gods up separate mountains 
i. What we see in the Bible is not one mountain with many different 

paths, but many mountains, with their own path leading to different 
gods, spiritual powers, or ideas. 

 
ii. Listen, different religions worship different gods, as in real spiritual 

powers, or merely an idea or concept. 
iii. The Bible repeatedly talks about people worshiping and serving other 

gods…and God, YHWH, the God of the Bible saying, don’t do 
that…those things lead to death. 

iv. In the OT we read about Molech, a god worshiped by the Ammonites, 
people who lived in Canaan before Israel came in.  The worship of 
Molech included child sacrifice to gain power from Molech.  And 
there’s this idea in the occult today that greater sacrifices release 
spiritual power.  Paul in the New Testament talks about this kind of 
worship of idols, other gods as demon worship. 

v. So, the Bible says, God, the creator of heaven and earth, began His 
work of reconciling all the world back to Himself.  And he started 
through a man named Abraham 

c. Abraham: God begins to move and begin his plan of reconciling humanity 
back into relationship with Himself through a man Abraham: 
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i. Abraham was a Chaldean, grew up believing in the gods of the 

Babylonians 
ii. And around 2000BC God spoke to him with this promise: 

iii. Genesis 12:1-3  Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go forth from your 
country, And from your relatives And from your father's house, To 
the land which I will show you;  2 And I will make you a great nation, 
And I will bless you, And make your name great; And so you shall be 
a blessing;  3 And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who 
curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will 
be blessed." 

iv. God blesses Abraham with a son Isaac who has a son Jacob whose 
name God changed to Israel who had 12 sons, who over time as 
they multiplied became the 12 tribes of the nation Israel… 

d. Israel: God continued His work through the descendants of Abraham, the 
people Israel.  A people he called to be his own.  This is Exodus, around 1400 
BC.  And to this people and through the prophets God sent to this people God 
spoke of a coming One, a promised One who would reconcile all people to 
Himself…one in whom (going back to the promise of God to Abraham) “all the 
families of the earth will be blessed” 
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i. One of the promises from God to Israel regarding the promised One 
to Come is found in Isaiah Isaiah 9:6-7   6 For a child will be born to 
us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His 
shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  7 There will be no 
end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne 
of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore. 

ii. Notice that God all along is not telling us to climb a mountain but is 
intervening, he is reaching down to us!  Here the promise is made 
about a future One who will be born to Israel, given to them.  God’s 
lovingkindness, His care and concern are demonstrated through his 
actions through Abraham, Israel, and at the right time, through a 
child who will rule with justice and righteousness. 

e. Jesus: And then, he comes.  Jesus comes, declares that He is the Promised 
One and begins declaring this message. Mark 1:15 Jesus said  "The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the 
gospel." 

 
i. Jesus calls as King and calls all people everywhere to repent and 

follow Him as Lord--to seek Him and obey Him. 
ii. He does this without hesitation b/c of who He is 

iii. Mohommed never did this, Buddha never did this—neither ever 
claimed to be Lord—God, one with God, God’s Son.  They never 
said to see me is to see God 

iv. Jesus calls all people everywhere to repent, to do life with Him now. 
v. All people everywhere because all people everywhere who have 

not yet repented are living apart from God. 
vi. Jesus comes and says follow me, listen to my words, obey my 

words, do what I say…I have life for you. 
vii. I am the way the truth and the life (John 14:6) 
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viii. You say, but what about those things I’ve done?  When Jesus called 
Peter to follow Peter said, go away from me Lord I am a sinful man.  
What do I do with the guilt and shame of sin?  Jesus says don’t be 
afraid.  Jesus lives a sinless life and freely lays down his life for us on 
the cross, to pay the penalty for our sins, for the things that we 
have done wrong.  We are therefore pardoned, our sins are 
forgiven.  Not because God just decided, “ah don’t worry about it”.  
No.  God, the God of justice, says you are forgiven because Jesus 
paid it on the cross. 

ix. And now that you’re forgiven  you can go to Him now, go to his 
table with freedom and confidence and His Spirit can come live in 
you now to empower you, to fill you with joy, with new life, with 
inspiration and power to live now more and more aligned with God. 

x. Jesus said that He is the only way to God.  He is the image of the 
invisible God himself calling you to do life with Him, telling you He 
will fill you with His Spirit which unites you to Him forever. 

a. John 14:6   6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me. 

b. Acts 4:12   12 "And there is salvation in no one else; for there 
is no other name under heaven that has been given among 
men by which we must be saved." 

xi. And now Jesus continues the work of calling people to be reconciled 
to God through His followers:  

1. Matthew 28:18-20   18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  19 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  
20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 
age." 

2. Go and make disciples of all nations – because he is who he 
claimed be.  In this way the promise way back to Abraham is 
being fulfilled.   All him all the families of the earth are being 
blessed.  Including you and me! 

f. Now, the last two popular ideas about other religions. 
6. Take what you like from any of the religions and toss out the rest.  

a. What’s the problem with this approach?  A: Subjectivity.   
b. To whom or what are we looking?  Our selves with our limited capacity to see 

all, with our blind spots. 
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c. If the transcendent creator God of heaven and earth, all-knowing, all-
powerful has not revealed himself through Jesus, has not revealed objective 
truth about Himself, about our problem, about the solution to our problem—
salvation in Jesus, if He has not revealed himself in Jesus, then, yes, let’s do 
our own thing.   

d. If God has revealed himself though then it follows that we would be wise to 
conform our lives to His words, His revelation. 

e. And now, the last idea that we hear in our culture these days. 
7. We would be better off without organized religion  

a. What do you think is the source of this statement?  A: Evil done in the name 
of God, or Allah, or Vishnu, whomever.  A: Institutionalized Religion – religious 
organizations who have lost the plot and are now seeking power or self-
preservation at the expense of others. 

b. Regarding abuses done in the “church”, in the name of Jesus, what do we do 
with that?  A: This is where we have to distinguish between Jesus, who is 
perfect and his followers who are not. 

c. When someone says, what about the crusades, the child-abuse cases, the fillin 
the blank.  Ask them, does Jesus call his followers to live like that? 

d. Also, this overarching critique, when applied to Christianity, doesn’t stand up. 
Christianity good in the world: http://christiangoodinsociety.blogspot.com/ 

e. How can the world be better off because of Jesus? 
i. God is love 

ii. God created us out of love 
iii. God demonstrates his love for us in this: he sent Jesus to pay for our 

sins so we can be reconciled back to God.  God sacrificed for us and 
sacrifice is the heart love, true love.  And this is how he now calls us to 
live: Love God, love others. 

8. Questions to consider: 
a. Have you been reconciled to the God who has reached down to you 

(Philippians 2: 
b. Are you participating in the work of passing this gift to others? 
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