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Foster the Call: Fulfilling It 
September 2, 2012 
Wayne Phillips, Open Table Church 
 
1. Welcome to Open Table Church, I’m Wayne Phillips and we are finishing our series 

today called Foster the Call.    
a. The purpose of the series has been to help you identify and live out your 

calling—your calling is that draw inside you toward a particular work that 
helps advance the kingdom God.   

b. These are the works which God speaks about in Ephesians 2:10 which says we 
are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 
God prepared in advance for us to do. 

c. Two Sundays ago we spent time helping you write out a calling statement  
i. Last Sunday we looked at obstacles that can get in the way and hinder 

us from living out our calling.   
ii. Today, the final message in the series, we’re going to look at 3 things 

Joshua the Israelite needed to fulfill his calling to lead Israel into the 
Promised Land.  We’re looking back at that in the book of Joshua, 
because we need those 3 things also if we are going to fulfill our 
callings and live lives that have lasting impact. 

d. So Joshua chapter 1.  If you have a Bible it’s the 6th book.  And here’s some 
context. 

i. So around 1406 BC, Moses had fulfilled his calling, Moses had led Israel 
out of Egypt to be God’s people 

ii. Then God called Joshua to be the one to lead the people Israel into the 
Promised Land, Canaan, the land East of Egypt that God had set apart 
for them. 

iii. Joshua received the calling and then he, just like you and me, had to 
make a decision, will I do what God is calling me to do.  Or not. 

iv. Well the reason people name their kids Joshua still today is because 
Joshua did fulfill His calling.  He did the good work that God called Him 
to do. 

v. And when the Lord called Joshua he told him 3 important things that 
you must take hold of also if you are going to fulfill your calling…if 
you’re going to accomplish the good works God has prepared in 
advance for you to do. 

vi. Listen for those 3 things as I read Joshua 1:1-9.  Verses 5-9 are in your 
bulletin. 

2. Joshua 1:1-9  NIV Joshua 1:1 ¶ After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the 
LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses' aide: 2 "Moses my servant is dead. Now 
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then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am 
about to give to them-- to the Israelites.  3 I will give you every place where you set 
your foot, as I promised Moses.  4 Your territory will extend from the desert to 
Lebanon, and from the great river, the Euphrates-- all the Hittite country-- to the 
Great Sea [Mediterranean] on the west.  

3. now v. 5, listen to this, it’s in your bulletin  5 No one will be able to stand up against 
you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never 
leave you nor forsake you.  6 "Be strong and courageous, because you will lead 
these people to inherit the land I swore to their forefathers to give them.  7 Be strong 
and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do 
not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you 
go.  8 Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day 
and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be 
prosperous and successful. [you’ll fulfill your calling]  9 Have I not commanded you? 
Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD 
your God will be with you wherever you go." 

a. This is a great, highlight it in yellow in your Bible passage. 
b. And as you read the rest of Joshua you find out that Joshua did it.  Joshua 

fulfilled HIs calling.  He did the works God prepared in advance for Him to do.  
He was successful.  He lived a life of real, significant, lasting impact. 

c. And so will you.  If you do these 3 things you too will fulfill your calling.  You 
too will be successful.  You too will live the live Jesus is marking out for 
you…the life that has a lasting, significant impact. 

d. TRANSITION: First thing you need to do to fulfill your calling and have 
impact:…It’s a fill in the blank, ready… 

4. Be what? 1.) Be strong and courageous 
a. 3x the Lord tells Joshua so he can fulfill his calling. “be strong and 

courageous” (v.6, 7, 9) 
b. in other words,  

i. Don’t be weak and timid 
ii. Don’t shrink back from what God is calling you to do. 

iii. Don’t be intimidated 
iv. Don’t let fear rule you 
v. verse 9 Do not be terrified; do not be discourage. 

c. Be bold, be strong, be courageous.  Step in.  Speak up.  Move  forward.  Do 
what the Lord is calling you do.   Don’t put it off, don’t talk yourself out of it.  
Don’t let others discourage you or talk you out of it.  Do what you think the 
Lord is calling you to do. 

d. Whatever that is, 
i. Maybe the next step Jesus is calling you to take in your life is 
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1. go back to school 
2. start a new business 
3. get into a small group 
4. look for a new job 
5. leave a bad relationship 
6. step into a good relationship 
7. give a speech 
8. share your story 
9. call that person you’ve been avoiding 
10. speak up in a management meeting 
11. confront someone who needs to be confronted 

ii. Whatever it is, throw off the doubts, throw off the procrastination, 
throw off the paralysis by analysis, be strong, be courageous, do it! 

iii. Don’t pile up the regrets.  Step forward. 
e. When the Lord says to Joshua, to you me, be strong and courageous.  He’s not 

talking about some power of positive thinking new age secret.  There is a 
reason, a powerful, real, substantial reason to be strong and courageous.  And 
that reason is verse 5. 

i. v.5 I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you.   
ii. v. 9 Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be 

discouraged, FOR the LORD your God will be with you wherever you 
go." 

5. Know He is with you:  
a. This is the 2nd thing we must know if we’re going to fulfill our calling and live 

with impact. 
b. You can be strong and courageous, NOT because you look good, not because 

you went to a good school, not you are fit or witty…be strong and courageous 
BECAUSE the Lord God Almighty is with you. 

c. To fulfill your calling and have impact you must number 2 in your bulletin 2. 
Know He is with you 

i. The Lord God Almighty, Maker and Sustainer of all things is FOR you, is 
WITH you, and NOTHING in heaven, on earth, no power, not even 
death can separate Him from you. 

ii. If you are in Jesus, you are united to God forever by the indwelling 
presence of the Holy Spirit.  You’re anchored.  You can be bold and 
courageous and scale that wall because you are anchored to God.   

iii. As you do the things Jesus is calling you to do, He goes before you, He 
is beside you, is above you, He is inside you. 

d. We get into trouble in life, we get off the narrow path Jesus marks out for us 
that leads to life, when we act out of fear and discouragement rather than 
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courage and trust that God is with us.  We compromise ourselves, and we 
step out of our calling, step off the path, when we live out of fear. 

i. The Christian woman who sleeps with her boyfriend b/c she’s afraid he 
will leave her and she will never marry. 

ii. The Christian businessman, who remains silent in management 
meetings instead of confronting some the bad practices his co-
managers suggest. 

iii. The Christian who doesn’t bring up her relationship with Jesus with her 
non-Christian friends because she’s afraid they’ll reject her. 

iv. These compromises eat our soul.  They may provide protection or a 
glimmer of life in the moment but inside they weaken us.  God calls us 
to be strong and true.  Even in the face of criticism, critique, whatever 
it may be. 

e. We compromise ourselves when we operate out of fear instead of courage 
and we also miss out. 

i. I was afraid to have a 3rd child.  We already had two which was great.  
Man on man defense.  But a third, man.  That’s more time out, more 
money out, more of me out.  And I’m selfish!  I already feel stretched 
joints popping with two.  When I started praying about it, bringing God 
into the decision, I didn’t sense him saying, don’t worry it will be easy, 
don’t worry it won’t cost much more.  I remember Him saying I’m with 
you.  That freed me up to move from fear to faith and say, let’s do it! 

f. To fulfill our calling, to have impact we must 1) Be strong and courageous, 2) 
Know He is with us—that’s our reason to be strong and courageous, and now 
3) fill-in the blank… 

6. To fulfill your calling and live with impact 3). Set yourself apart to God. 
a. Joshua 1:7-8 7 Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law 

[torah = law, instruction, direction] my servant Moses gave you; do not turn 
from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go.  
8 Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day 
and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you 
will be prosperous and successful.   

b. Stay close to Him, know His words, be careful do to what he tells you to do. 
c. As you do what he tells you to do, through His written word, through the Holy 

Spirit, as you set yourself apart to Him, to do His will, to do His word, then you 
will be successful…you will fulfill your calling.  You will be blessed.  You will 
have impact. 

i. The premise throughout Scripture is this: God is your good, loving 
Father who is committed to your deepest well-being.  And committing 
your life in its entirety to Him, surrendering all of who you are to him 
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will bring you the deepest joy and fulfillment that you can know this 
side of heaven. 

ii. As you align your life more and more to His, you will live a life that has 
good, lasting impact in the world as well.  You will accomplish the good 
works that he has prepared in advance for you to do. 

 

 
 

d. Prayer Exercise: 
i. I set apart myself to you Jesus.  My eyes, ears, mind, heart, mouth, 

words, actions, resources, time, life.  
ii. I set apart for you Jesus my eyes, what I set my eyes on 

iii. I set apart for you Jesus my ears, what I listen to 
iv. I set apart for you Jesus my mind, what I think about 
v. I set apart for you my attention, what I pay attention to 

vi. I set aside for you my sexuality, how I handle that 
vii. I set aside for you my resources, how I use what you have given me 

viii. I set aside for you my time, my schedule, how I use the time I have 
ix. I set aside my strength, what I expend myself on 
x. I set aside my life, my heart, soul, mind and strength…all of who I am. 

e. We know His words, we hear his words, we help each other do His words as 
we 

i. Pray: Converse with God—talking and listening, sitting with God, 
journaling 

ii. Get in His Word: on our own, reading plans and resources on the site, 
bible discussion group on Wed nights. 

iii. Get in a Jesus-centered community: new small groups (check the site) 
f. Be strong and courageous, know He is with you, set yourself apart to God in 

all areas of your life.  And you will fulfill your calling.  You will have impact. 
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7. Reflection 
a. So what is the Lord saying to you today? 
b. Where are you being weak and timid rather than bold and courageous? 
c. Where are you operating out of fear rather than in confident trust in Him? 
d. Where are you forgetting that He is with you…and instead trying to do it all on 

your own. 
e. Where are you compromising, operating outside His will? 
f. Where is He calling you to set yourself apart to Him? 
g. We’ll give you some space now to listen to Him what he’s saying.  Write it 

down.  Tell someone.  Do it.  There is new life for you to step into. 
h. After some reflection time we’re going to receive the offering and you can put 

your connection cards that include next steps on the back, prayer requests 
etc. in the basket as well. 

i. Pray 
8. Communion 

a. Communion 
i. A reminder of what Jesus has done for us – it takes us back to that 

table when Jesus established the way of becoming right with God – 
through Jesus’ sacrifice 

ii. In going to the communion table you are saying, yes, Jesus you have 
paid the penalty for my sins, I needed it, thank you…you sacrifice 
makes me right with God. 

iii. In going to the communion table you are also consecrating yourself, 
setting yourself apart to him.  You bought me at a price, I’m not my 
own anymore, I’m yours.  You are my Lord, you are King of my life.  I 
set myself apart to you. 

iv. It’s also a way to be strengthened by Him.  As you take in the bread 
and juice remember that He is inside you, with you, for you. 

v. As you’re ready, if you’re ready.  Go, dip the bread in the cup and eat it 
in remembrance of Jesus. 

 
 
 
 
 


