
 

 
 

25 Questions You Should Be Able to Answer in a College 
Interview (and a Bonus 10 for the Truly Prepared) 

 
Questions about Your Academic Profile 
 

1. Tell me something about your courses. 
2. Is your record an accurate gauge of your abilities and potential? 
3. What might your teachers say are your greatest strength and your greatest weakness as a student? 
4. Would you rather write a report or give an oral report? Why? 
5. What is the most important thing you’ve learned in high school? 

 
Questions about Your Extracurricular and Activity Profile 
 

6. Tell me about your involvement in extracurricular activities, hobbies, and interests outside of 
school. 

7. How did you spend last summer? 
8. Which of your activities is most rewarding and why? Most enjoyable and why?   
9. Would you make different choices of activities if you were to do it all over again? 
10. In what ways have you been a leader? 

 
Questions about Your Personal Profile 
 

11. Tell me about yourself.  
12. What has been your biggest achievement?  Biggest challenge?   
13. What do you want to do after you graduate from college? What do you expect to be doing five 

years from now? Ten years? 
14. What are your strengths and weaknesses as a person?  What would you like to change about 

yourself?  What makes you special? What three adjectives best describe you?  What are some of 
your unique qualities? 

15. What is your favorite book, movie, song, TV show, website, newspaper, piece of art, etc.? Who is 
your favorite author, actor, musician, comedian, etc.?   

 
Questions about College and this College in Particular 

16. Why do you want to go to college? Have you ever thought about not going to college and what you 
might choose to do instead? 

17. Why do you want to attend our college?  What other colleges are you considering?  What can our 
college offer you that these other colleges can't? 

18. What do you want/expect to get out of your college experience? 
19. What do you want to major in?  What activities do you want to pursue outside the classroom?  

What personal traits would you like to see yourself build in the next four years? 
20. What will you contribute to our college community as a student?  As an alum? 

 
Questions about the World and Other Random Life Topics 

21. Tell me about your family/friends. 
22. How would you describe your school? If you could change one thing about your high school, what 

would it be?  What is the range of students at your school? Where do you fit in?  What mark have 
you left on your school? 

23. How would you describe your hometown?  How has living in your community affected your 
outlook?  What has been a controversial issue in your community?  What is your position on it? 

24. What's your opinion on [fill in current event]?   If you could solve a major world problem, what 
would it be and why?  How would you go about doing it? 

25. What questions do you have for me? 



 

 
 
The Bonus 10 
 

1. What events or experiences in your life have been most crucial in shaping you into the person you 
are today? 

2. How do you define success? 
3. What is your greatest passion?  
4. If you had a thousand dollars to give away, what would you do with it? 
5. Who most helped you get to where you are today?  Who in your life has most influenced you?  

What has been the most important person or event in your own self-development? 
6. If you could meet any important figure in the past or present, who would it be and what would 

you talk about?  
7. If you had a time machine and could go back anytime and change history, what time period would 

you go to and what would you do? 
8. If you could be any animal what would you be? Why?  OR What actor would you choose to play 

you in a movie of your life and why?  OR What 4 songs would be on the soundtrack to the movie 
of your life?  OR Suppose you had to imagine yourself in a picture, what would the picture be like? 

9. If l logged onto your Facebook page and saw your last 10 posts, what would I learn about you?  
10. What one thing haven’t I asked about that you wanted me to know? 
 

 
 


