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FUNDACION ORTIZ 
GURDIAN WOMENS 
CANCER CLINIC
Fundacion Ortiz Gurdian 
(FOG), a Nicaraguan 
non-profit, provides 
screening for, and 
treatment of, breast 
and cervical cancers for 
Nicaraguan women of 
very limited means. FOG 
provides these services 
free of charge.

All of the women who 
require treatment 
receive group support 
and professional 
counseling through FOG. 
In return for the free treatment they receive, the women are encouraged 
to become promotoras (health promoters) and encourage their friends, 
family, and neighbors to have screenings and seek early treatment.

Austin Samaritans provided support to the cervical cancer program. In 
2014 over 729 pap smears were performed, and 49 treatments were 
performed for pre-cancerous cervical conditions—procedures that 
are highly effective in preventing the development of invasive cancer.
Seven women were treated for high-grade lesions. Three women were 
diagnosed with invasive cervical cancer and received treatment. In 
addition, 73 women were treated for breast cancer.

MATAGALPA RE-
NUTRITION CENTER
The Matagalpa Re-nutrition Center is a mission project of Missionary 
Ventures International, Inc. It addresses the needs of children that are 
severely malnourished. Prior to 2014, the center operated a residential 
facility where the children lived until they were returned to health.

In 2014 the focus of the program shifted to the community and the 
families of the malnourished children. Staff worked with communities to 
encourage families to prepare more nutritional meals as a preventative 
measure, and they worked directly with the mothers of the children with 
malnutrition to improve their diets.  

Breast Cancer Survivors

CASA ESPERANZA
The mission of Casa Esperanza is to enable women to escape a life of 
prostitution by providing an alternative.  

In 2013 Casa Esperanza began constructing small houses for graduates 
from their program. If a woman lives in a house for five years and continues 
to follow five rules of good conduct during that time, the house will 
become hers. When a woman moves into a house, she is given a $500 
micro-grant to start a small business. Three houses have been built to date.

Casa Esperanza continues to provide opportunities for women to make 
jewelry, baked goods, and greeting cards to supplement their income. In 
addition, they continue to have worship on Tuesday mornings for women 
that come from all over Managua. 
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OPEN HEARTS-CLUB 
CRISTIANO LA ESPERANZA
Club Cristiano La Esperanza (Club Esperanza), operated by the Open Hearts 
ministry, also serves the Villa Guadalupe community. The programs provided 
by Club Esperanza include a pre-school program, tutoring for the older 
students, a scholarship program for high school students, a feeding program 
(twice a day), and sports activities--including a lacrosse team that plays in a 
local league. Over 300 children participate in the programs at Club Esperanza.

Substantial progress was made in 
2014 in improving the quality and 
functionality of the physical facility. 
Significant improvements were 
made to the existing building, and 
a second building is now functional.

The wall around the facility was 
painted in bright colors. A garden 
was installed to provide fresh 
fruits and vegetables for the 
feeding program. In the existing building, fans and windows were installed 
that improved cooling and ventilation. The second building, which when 
the property was obtained consisted of no more than bare, concrete-block 
walls, was completed in December and January so that it now serves as a 
Dining Hall and Tutoring Center. Previously, tutoring groups frequently met 
outside in whatever shade they could find. 

The club is well-respected by the community. A community organization 
took a survey of the community’s perception of available educational 
resources. Parents preferred Club Esperanza to the local public school as a 
desirable place of learning for their children by a 30% margin.



VIDA NUEVA NICARAGUA
In 2014, the Vida Nueva Nicaragua orphanage and re-nutrition center continued 
to meet the needs of some of the youngest and most vulnerable in Nicaragua. In 
contrast to its policy at some times in the past, the Nicaraguan government 
now encourages adoption. During 2014, Vida Nueva Nicaragua was able to 
place 20 children in adoptive homes. All prospective parents go through the 
US adoption process to insure that they are thoroughly evaluated.  
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The year 2014 saw significant changes and exciting 
developments in the organizations that Austin Samaritans 
assists in Nicaragua. Following are some of the highlights 
from 2014.

VILLA GUADALUPE CLINIC
Villa Guadalupe Clinic serves the Villa Guadalupe neighborhood. This is 
a relatively new community created in 2012 and 2013 to house families 
displaced by the flooding of Lake Managua in 2012 and the relocation 
of those who had previously lived in the Managua municipal dump 
La Chureca.

When the clinic relocated--on short notice--from La Chureca to Villa 
Guadalupe in 2013, it could only find space in half of a small duplex. 
In 2014 the clinic moved to a converted three-bedroom house in the 
neighborhood. This new clinic building was dedicated in November 2014. 
The clinic currently provides general medical services and gynecology. 
There are plans to further expand the clinic. Funds have been raised to 
construct a clinic building that will provide more comprehensive services 
including dentistry. 

HOPE NICARAGUA 
CLINICA PROVIDENCIA
Clinica Providencia is located in Barrio Jorge Dimitrov, an area plagued 
by drugs and gang violence. The clinic opened in 2013. The number of 
patients coming to the clinic continues to increase. The clinic provides 
services in the areas of general medicine, pediatrics, gynecology, dentistry, 
and optometry. There is also a clinical laboratory. 

In addition to providing medical services, the clinic provides support for 
Spine Hope and FUNDAFED, the Nicaraguan support organization for 
families with children with Spina Bifida. Clinica Providencia provides office 
space for FUNDAFED, provides follow-up medical care for these children, 
and assists FUNDAFED with meetings and networking.

VILLA ESPERANZA
Villa Esperanza, a mission of Forward Edge International provides a residential 
facility for girls from the Villa Guadalupe community who are deemed most 
at risk of physical and/or sexual abuse. The girls continue to maintain 
contact with their families, and the Villa Esperanza staff works with their 
families as well.

In 2014 the staff at Villa Esperanza began to place increased emphasis on 
vocational training for the girls and to start the training at a younger age, 
particularly for those girls for whom a college education is not the best 
choice. As one aspect of this program, Forward Edge International has 
acquired, and operates, a coffee house that serves salads, sandwiches, 
and desserts. Scarleth, one of the older girls at Villa Esperanza, has an 
interest in becoming a baker; she makes the desserts served at the coffee 
shop (which are very good!).

COLEGIO CRISTIANO 
PRESBITERIANO
Colegio Cristiano Presbiteriano (CCP), a Christian school, is a mission of the 
Presbyterian Church of South Korea that serves the Hialeah Barrio, a neighborhood 
of families with very low incomes. In addition to providing education in a 
Christian setting, it strives to provide a better education than that provided by the 
Nicaraguan public schools.  

The 2014 school year was a successful one for the school. An eighth-grade class 
was added so that classes are now available for students from pre-kindergarten 
through Grade 8.  

Mrs. Kim, the new director, has proven to be a very effective leader for the school.  
In 2014, in addition to educational activities, an AWANA discipleship program 
was offered for students in Grades 1 through 6, and a pastor and a psychological 
counselor were available to students and parents.

There have been further improvements to the physical facility. Half of the 
original classroom building was substantially remodeled to provide larger and 
better ventilated classrooms. 


