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Research on: Elisha Heals Naamon of Leprosy
II Kings 5:1-3, 9-15

 “This story is the masterpiece, both literary and religious, among these biographical sketches of Elisha. At this time the Northern Kingdom was the vassal of Syria. . . .  The only hostilities had been those of freebooters and marauding bands which harassed the borders of Israel; and it must have been during one of those raids that the Hebrew maid was captured” (ABC 430).

“A fine example of recovery from disease is recorded in the fifth chapter of II Kings, -- in the healing of Naaman, captain of the host of Syria. He is described as a great man, honorable and brave, but a leper. He was only experiencing what we all find out sooner or later, namely, that position, wealth, honor, and physical prowess do not deliver us from the vicissitudes of earth. And then was presented to him the hope of healing, not through the nobles surrounding the court, not through the wisdom of this world, but through 
‘a little maid’ ” (Winn 654). 
1 Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master, and honourable, because by him the Lord had given deliverance unto Syria: he was also a mighty man in valour, but he was a leper. 

“A great man - He was held in the highest esteem.

“And honorable - Had the peculiar favor and confidence of his master; and was promoted to the highest trusts.

“Had given deliverance unto Syria - That is, as the rabbins state, by his slaying Ahab, king of Israel; in consequence of which the Syrians got the victory.

“A mighty man in valor - He was a giant, and very strong, according to the Arabic. He had, in a word, all the qualifications of an able general.

“But he was a leper - Here was a heavy tax upon his grandeur; he was afflicted with a disorder the most loathsome and the most humiliating that could possibly disgrace a human being” (Clarke online). 
“During the course of one of the raids, an Israelite maiden had fallen into the hands of Ben-Hadad’s field marshall, Naaman. Although Naaman was a brilliant commanding officer, he suffered from a serious and incurable skin disease” (EBC 4.189).
2 And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman’s wife. 

“By companies: i.e. by raiding bands” (Dummelow 231). 
3 And she said unto her mistress, Would God my lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria! for he would recover him of his leprosy. 

“When Naaman was home from fighting and relations were stabilized somewhat between Damascus and Israel, the Israelite servant girl informed her Aramean master that there was a prophet in Israel who could effect Naaman’s cure” (EBC 4.189).

“Prophet.  A spiritual seer; disappearance of material sense before the conscious facts of spiritual Truth” (S&H 593:4).
Prophet in Hebrew is nabiy which means “an inspired man; a speaker or spokesman for God” (Gesenius 5030). 
9 So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the door of the house of Elisha. 

“Naaman now betook himself ‘with his horses and his chariot’ to the humble dwelling of Elisha, which as we infer from verse 3, was in Samaria. Greater or more instructive contrast could scarcely be imagined. We know that Naaman had come to Samaria not only armed with a royal letter and at the head of a great retinue, but bringing with him, as princely gifts for his expected healing, a sum of not less than ten talents of silver and six thousand pieces of gold, together with ten changes of raiment. Between this display and pomp and the humble waiting outside the lowly home of the prophet there was sufficient contrast” (Edershiem 781).
10 And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. 

Clean in Hebrew is taher which means “to be pure; physically sound, clear, unadulterated; uncontaminated; morally innocent or holy; purge; to purify oneself morally or ceremonially” (Gesenius 2891).

“Accordingly Naaman was sent to Elisah who, rather than receiving him, sent his servant to meet Naaman. He must understand that Elisha served a greater king than did the Syrian general. However, Elisha’s message through Gehazi was one of great hope. If he would but wash himself seven times in the Jordan, he would be cleansed” (EBC 4.190).

“We cannot doubt that the bearing of Elisha was Divinely directed. One has said that it was dictated by the inner state of Naaman, as evinced by the manner in which he received the prophet’s direction. Perhaps we should add that Elisha would thus teach Naaman that neither his pomp nor his wealth was the cause of his healing, and also that help did not come from the prophet, as if such power were inherent in the prophet” (Edersheim 781).
“Verse 10. - And Elisha sent a messenger unto him. Elisha asserted the dignity of his office. Naaman was ‘a great man’ (ver. 1), with a high sense of his own importance, and regarded the prophet as very much inferior to himself. He expected to be waited on, courted, to receive every possible attention. Elisha no doubt intended very pointedly to rebuke him by remaining in his house, and communicating with the great man by a messenger. But there is no ground for taxing him with ‘priestly pride,’ or even with ‘impoliteness’ on this account. He had to impress upon the Syrian noble the nothingness of wealth and earthly grandeur, and the dignity of the prophetic office. He did not do more than was requisite for these purposes. Saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven times. Elisha speaks no doubt, ‘by the word of the Lord.’ He is directed to require of Naaman a compliance with a somewhat burdensome order. The nearest point on the course of Jordan was above twenty miles distant from Samaria. Naaman is to go thither, to strip himself, and to plunge into the stream seven times. The directions seem given to test his faith. They may be compared with that of our Lord to the blind man, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam,’ and, in another point of view, with that given to Joshua (Joshua 6:3-5), and that of Elijah to his servant (1 Kings 18:43). To repeat a formal act six times with- out perceiving any result, and yet to persevere and repeat it a seventh time, requires a degree of faith and trust that men do not often possess. And thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. The scaly leprous scurf shall fall off and reveal clean flesh underneath. Thy body shall be manifestly freed from all defilement” (Pulpit online). http://biblehub.com/commentaries/2_kings/5-10.htm 

11 But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the Lord his God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper. 

“Naaman had very strong preconceived notions as to how his healing was to come about; and when he could not have his own way he rebelled. How many modern Naamans there are! How often do we outline just how we want good to come to us; and then because it does not come in our time and in our way, we think Principle has failed! Surely we can trust infinite wisdom to guide us aright; and we may be sure that He will never withhold any righteous need, nor will He bestow on us anything that will not bless” (Winn 654).
“We can readily perceive how alike the manner and the matter of Elisha’s direction would stir the indignation of Naaman. As Syria’s captain he would naturally expect a different reception from the Israelitish prophet, and as a heathen, that Elisha would have used some magical means, such as to ‘move his hand up and down over the place,’ while calling the while upon the name of Jehovah his God, and so heal him of his leprosy” (Edersheim 781). 
“It can readily be seen that it was Naaman’s pride that stood in the way of his healing, and this was discerned by Elisha ‘the man of God,’ who told the great warrior to go and wash seven times in Jordan. Naaman’s pride is at once up in arms. He says: ‘Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the Lord his God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper.’ This shows that Naaman expected to receive his healing in a spectacular manner that would but enhance the dignity and pomp that always surrounded him” (Shaw 151).
12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be clean? So he turned and went away in a rage. 

“Abana and Pharpar. These two rivers rise in Mt. Hermon and lose themselves in a marshy lake near Damascus. Though smaller they are much clearer than the Jordan” (Dummelow 231). 
Rage in Hebrew is chemah which means “feverously angry; hot displeasure; indignation; wrath; poison; burning anger; venom” (Gesenius 2534).

“Naaman’s reference to Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, also proves very interesting. Naaman wished to follow the conventional, traditional way of healing that to him seemed permanently established, and produced the fruit of a physical cure. Do we not see Naaman’s experience paralleled in hundreds of cases today?” (Shaw 151)
13 And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean? 

“God was at work in the proud, self-reliant Gentile’s life; he used Naaman’s own Aramean aide who suggested that since Elisha’s instructions were simple enough, they ought to be tested. What did he have to lose? Naaman followed the advice and was instantly cured” (EBC 4.190).

“Finally, better counsel prevailed; and Naaman decided to follow the behest of the man of God. The request was that he should wash seven times. Seven, in Scriptures, implies ‘complete’ or ‘full.’ Before the healing could come there had to be a full and complete obedience. Nothing less than obedience can ever bring the full blessing. There are no reservations in Love’s covenant. There cannot be an admixture of ‘my will’ and God’s will. It must be a wholehearted and uncompromising obedience, or it is not obedience at all” (Winn 654).
Mary Baker Eddy, the Discover and Founder of Christian Science, has much to say on the qualities of humility and obedience. It is recommended that the student of this healing study her references on those. 

Here are a few of those references:

Mis. 116:7-117: 32 (np)
Mis. 7:7-8

S&H 183:23

Mis. 355:1 - 359:26    Article: “The Way”
14 Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. 

Dipped in Hebrew is tabal which means “immerse; dip; plunge” (Gesenius 2881).

“The difficulty felt by Naaman is the same as that of so many in our days: the need of humiliation, and of faith in a remedy which seems so inadequate . . . but it is ever this humiliation of heart and simple faith in God’s provision which are required for our healing. ‘Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven’ (Matt. 18:3). And so Naaman had to learn it. . . . We can scarcely be mistaken in regarding the number seven as symbolic of the covenant and as also implying a trial of faith, since presumably the healing did not come till after the seventh washing. 

“And now it appeared, by the effect produced, that Elisha had throughout sought the restoration not only of bodily health, but also the spiritual recovery of Naaman.” (Edersheim 782). 

“However, when he is finally persuaded to obey the prophet and to overlook the apparent slight to his dignity, he is instantaneously healed of his leprosy, ‘and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.’ It is, of course, obvious to any student of Christian Science that it was not the waters of Jordan that healed Naaman, but that the laying aside of his pride paved the way for his physical healing. . . . The name ‘Elisha’ is found to mean ‘God is saviour.’ Therefore in going to Elisah, Naaman was in reality turning away from matter to God, Spirit, which is the first step to any real healing. Washing seven times in the river Jordan signified that Naaman was divesting himself of material error.” (Shaw 151).

“Naaman’s struggle was severe, but loving counsel was at hand; and good triumphed over evil. He dipped – or in other words, humbled himself – not once but seven times, in obedient response to the demand of God, through His prophet, to wash and be clean. Then the man was changed. To the large-heartedness and spontaneous generosity, to the readiness to believe in good, which had made him hasten to seek the blessings of Truth, there was added a deep humility which bowed in grateful acknowledgment before the divine power which had healed him” (Donaldson 473).
15 And he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and came, and stood before him: and he said, Behold, now I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel: 

“Although not so bidden by the prophet, yet following the promptings of a renewed heart, like the grateful Samaritan in the Gospel (Luke 17:15), he returned to Elisha, and made such full acknowledgment of God that it might have been said of it at that time: ‘I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel’ (Matt 8:10)” (Edersheim 782).
Suggested Articles from the Christian Science Periodicals on Elisha:

“Naaman and Gehazi,” CSJ, April 1916,  Clara Bell Lessig

“Proof of Healing,” CSS, May 20, 1922,  Charles V. Winn

“The Healing of Naaman,”  CSS,  Nov. 5,1921,  Elsie M. Shaw

“The Lessons of Naaman, the Syrian,” CSS, March 18, 1922, Florence E.B. Donaldson

“The Story of Naaman,”  CSS, Nov. 5, 1904,  E.C. Moses
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