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Research on: Genesis I: 26 (to:), 27, 31 (to 1st.)
Recommended article:

“Reflection” by L. Ivimy Gwalter, Christian Science Sentinel, December 7, 1940.
_________

"The book of Genesis has an importance to which no other document of history bears the slightest claim. It is not only the oldest book that is trustworthy history but the only one that opens to spiritual sense a clear concise view of God's government and spiritual creation. . ."  (Mary Baker Eddy Library Accession #10360B).
GENESIS 1 is the banner over the whole Bible and is the self-revelation of God. It enters into the very structure of the New Testament and is quoted over sixty times. The roots of all subsequent revelation are planted deep in Genesis.

“Was not this a revelation instead of a creation?” (S&H 504:14) 

“‘The foundation of foundations and pillar of all wisdom is to know that the First Being is, and that He giveth existence to everything that exists!’ Thus wrote Moses Maimonides, a Jewish scholar of the 12th cent. A.D., concerning whom the Jewish proverb runs: ‘From Moses to Moses there arose none like Moses.’ He had in his mind the opening chapter of the Bible, the object of which is to lay this foundation; to declare the existence of the One God; to teach that the Universe was created by Him alone, not by a multitude of deities; that it is the product of a living, personal Will, not a necessary development of the forces inherent in Matter; that it is not the sport of Chance, but the harmonious result of Wisdom’” (Dummelow 3).

“Genesis was written in a pre-scientific age and was not meant to be a scientific document. Consequently, only divine inspiration can account for the perfect accuracy of its technical information. In Genesis, it is made clear that all things were designed and created by God and continue to operate within the boundaries of His purpose. . . .
“Though the Book of Genesis contains no express record as to who wrote the book, there are no logical reasons for denying that Moses is the author, not only of Genesis, but of all five books of the Pentateuch. . . . 

“Jesus refers to Moses as an author of Scripture in Luke 16:31; 24:44; and John 5:46, 47.”
Luke 16:31 And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead. 

Luke 24:44 And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. 

John 5:46 For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me. 

John 5:47 But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words?

It has also been suggested that Moses made use of certain documents and oral traditions to write the book. . .  However, it must be remembered that the actual writings of the Book of Genesis was done by Moses, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit” (Hebrew-Greek Key 1). 

“The first three chapters of the Book of Genesis do not tell of one creation of the world. They tell of two. In the first chapter and continuing into the second, God creates the world. Then, beginning with the fourth verse of the second chapter, another God creates a different kind of a world altogether.

“This second creation is not an amplification or continuation of the first one. Everything has been ‘finished’ (Gen. 2:1) in the first creation, including man, and the work has been pronounced ‘good.’ (Gen 1:30)

“These two creations stand side by side in the Book of Genesis, without connective and without explanation. Mankind is given two origins and two deities, and there is no suggestion in the text of how the two may be reconciled. They cannot, in fact, be reconciled. There is no point of contact between the two creators or between the two creations” (Chute 41-42).
Gen 1 26, 27, 31 

26  And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 

“The Hebrew word for God is Elohim, a plural noun. In Genesis 1:1, it is used in grammatical agreement with a singular verb bara, ‘created.’ When plural pronouns are used, ‘Let us make man in our image after our likeness,’ does it denote a plural of number or the concept of excellence or majesty which may be indicated in such a way in Hebrew?” (Hebrew-Greek Key 3).

 “Image. Used sixteen times. The word basically refers to a representation, a likeness. Five times it is used of man as created in the image of God. Man was made in God’s image (selem-masculine) and likeness (d’mut-feminine) which is then explained as his having dominion over God’s creation as vice-regent. Ps. 8:5-8 is similar citing man’s God-given glory, honor and rule. God’s image obviously does not consist in man’s body which was formed from earthly matter, but in his spiritual, intellectual, moral likeness of God from whom his animating breath came” (TWOT 767).
Image is a masculine noun and likeness is a feminine noun. This foreshadows the “male and female” in verse 27. “Male and female created he them.” 
27  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. 
__________

Recommended article:

“The Intelligent Compound Idea,” Reginald H. Schenck, The Christian Science Journal, Vol. 39, No. 2, May 1921.
“The ‘male and female’ of God’s creating,” L. Ivimy Gwalter, The Christian Science Journal, January 1973.

__________
 “God determines the gender of His own ideas. Gender is mental, not material. The seed within itself is the pure thought emanating from divine Mind. . .  Gender means simply kind or sort, and does not necessarily refer either to masculinity or femininity. The word is not confined to sexuality, and grammars always recognize a neuter gender, neither male nor female. The Mind or intelligence of production names the female gender last in the ascending order of creation. The intelligent individual idea, be it male or female, rising from the lesser to the greater, unfolds the infinitude of Love” (S&H 508: 13). 

“Look long enough, and you see male and female one — sex or gender eliminated; you see the designation man meaning woman as well, and you see the whole universe included in one infinite Mind and reflected in the intelligent compound idea, image or likeness, called man, showing forth the infinite divine Principle, Love, called God, — man wedded to the Lamb, pledged to innocence, purity, perfection” (My. 268:29-5). 
    “Again, God being infinite Mind, He is the all-wise, all-knowing, all-loving Father-Mother, for God made man in His own image and likeness, and made them male and 
female as the Scriptures declare; then does not our heavenly Parent — the divine Mind — include within this Mind the thoughts that express the different mentalities of man and woman, whereby we may consistently say, ‘Our Father-Mother God’?” (‘01 7:8-15)
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