Thou shalt not bear false witness….. (9th commandment)

Deeper meaning:


-one who gives testimony, speaks out

1.  see only God’s man

2.  behold the upright, pure, perfect, complete

3.  never repeat evil, never gossip, criticize, or react to evil

4.  honest testimony in thought and deed, no false judgment

#  What am I voicing?

· When I cease to judge, criticize or condemn, I begin to make progress.  MBE

#  definition of gossip:  talking about someone when that person is not present

criticize:  to judge critically, with attention to faults, to censure, 

malign:  slander, backbite, badmouth, defame, run down, dis  (root word of malignant)
criticism: public announcement of one’s inability to see the Christ-image, God’s man

#  What would be the result of bearing true witness ONLY?

healing, unity, always truth telling,


deep spiritual honesty always in thought and deed


only seeing, knowing, declaring, what God sees and knows, only God’s man


our view would be from God’s standpoint

Could the commandment be written, Thou shalt not lie?  Thou shalt not criticize, gossip or condemn?
Ps 15:1,3   backbiteth not with his tongue
Rom 13:10  Love worketh no ill to his neighbor
Gal 5:14    Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy self
Eph 4:25   speak every man truth with his neighbour
Our work is not with each other, but to correct our own thinking about each other. We stay at home mentally and correct our own thought about everything.  When we criticize unkindly, right there we weaken our own spiritual strength. When we gossip, we descend form the height. We soil our own high thought every time we do it. Looking at existence through personal sense, dims our light. Keep your thought soaring!  Blanche Hersey Hogue
Criticism by Francis Fluno CSD

Criticism: fault-finding. It will shut you out of heaven. It will darken all your skies. It will keep you from demonstrating for yourself or for others. It will bar you from progress. It leads into all trouble. It leads into all discord, into unkindness, hardheartedness, unfriendliness, and finally into all evil, hatefulness and envy.  Just as long as that spirit of criticism remains in your thought and you leave it there, just so long will you not progress. …….
