Research on: The Lord’s Prayer

Matt. 6:9-13 

Hea. 15:28-3

  
                                                             The Lord's


Prayer, understood in its spiritual sense, and given its

  
spiritual version, can never be repeated too often for the


benefit of all who, having ears, hear and understand. 

“Whereas nowadays the Lord’s Prayer is understood as a common property of all people, it was otherwise in the earliest times. As one of the most holy treasures of the church, the Lord’s Prayer, together with the Lord’s Supper, was reserved for full members, and it was not disclosed to those who stood outside. It was a privilege to be allowed to pray it. . . . This awesome reverence of the Lord’s Prayer was a reality in the ancient church, which, unfortunately, has been lost to us today for the most part” (Jeremias 85).
 “Once during his Peraean ministry, as Jesus was praying, the disciples asked, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.’ In response he taught them a prayer that was a communion with the Father and a petition for His grace, a desire for His kingdom, a yielding to divine will, and a trust in Him to meet the daily needs of soul and body. This prayer of our Lord (found in the Sermon on the Mount [Mt. 6:9-13]) appears in Luke’s Gospel, [Luke 11:2-4] possibly in its original form” (Shotwell 285).

“This passage contains the Lord’s prayer, a composition unequalled for comprehensiveness and for beauty. . . . This prayer is given as a model. It is designed to express the manner in which we are to pray, evidently not the precise words or petitions in which we are to use” (Barnes 29). 

S&H 16:20

  
    Only as we rise above all material sensuousness and


sin, can we reach the heaven-born aspiration and spir-

  
itual consciousness, which is indicated in the Lord's

  
Prayer and which instantaneously heals the sick. 

9  After this manner therefore pray ye: 
“Our Lord is not giving simply an illustration of the manner in which Christians ought to pray, but a set form of words to be learnt by heart and habitually used. . . Our Lord’s disciples would therefore understand that they were to recite the Lord’s Prayer every day at the end of their ordinary prayers. That this was done there can be little doubt, for ‘The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles,’ which probably dates from the 1st cent. A.D., directs the Lord’s Prayer to be said three times a day by all Christians” (Dummelow 645).

Our Father which art in heaven, 
S&H 16:26-27 (to 2nd ,)

 Our Father which art in heaven,


 Our Father-Mother God, all-harmonious, 

“Jesus’ use of Abba (“Father” or “my Father”; Mark 14:36; Matt. 11:35; Matt 26:39, 42; Luke 23:34; John 11:41; John 12:27; John 17:1-26) was adopted by early Christians (Rom. 8:15; Gal 4:6) and there is no evidence of anyone before Jesus using this term to address God” (EBC 8. 169).

“Our Father which art in heaven. Christians are taught to say ‘Our Father’ not ‘My Father’ because they are brethren, and may not selfishly pray for themselves without praying for others” (Dummelow 646).

“Our Father. No less than one hundred and seventy times in the gospels, we find the word ‘Father’ [Abba] for God on the lips of Jesus” (Jeremias 19). 

“Our Father [Abba]. The significance of ‘Abba’ as an address to God.  For Jesus to address God as ‘my Father’ is therefore something new. . . We are thus confronted with a fact of the utmost significance” (Jeremias 57).
“This form abba, deriving from children’s speech, had made considerable headway in Palestinian Aramaic in the period before the new Testament. . . . abba derived from the language of small children” (Jeremias 59).

“We can see from all of this why God is not addressed as Abba in Jewish prayers: to the Jewish mind it would have been disrespectful and therefore inconceivable to address God with this familiar word. For Jesus to venture to take this step was something new and unheard of. He spoke to God like a child to its father, simply, inwardly, confidently. Jesus’ use of abba in addressing God reveals the heart of his relationship with God” (Jeremias 62).

“In the Lord’s Prayer Jesus authorizes his disciples to repeat the word abba after him. He gives them a share in his sonship and empowers them, as his disciples, to speak with their heavenly Father in just such a familiar, trusting way as a child would with his father.  Yet, he goes so far as to say that it is this new relationship which first opens the doors to God’s reign: ‘Truly, I say to you, unless you become like children again [translated from the Aramaic] you will not find entrance into the kingdom of God.’ Children can say ‘abba’!” (Jeremias 97). 

In the Middle East one can hear on the street little children running after their fathers saying “Abba, Abba” [Daddy, Daddy]. 

Matt. 23:9 call

. . .  call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven.
S&H 31:4

  
    Jesus acknowledged no ties of the flesh. He said: "Call

  
no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father,


which is in heaven." Again he asked: "Who


  
is my mother, and who are my brethren," im-
 

  
plying that it is they who do the will of his Father. We


have no record of his calling any man by the name of

  
father. He recognized Spirit, God, as the only creator, and

  
therefore as the Father of all. 

  Un. 48:12-14 (to ;)


    To me God is All. He is best understood as Supreme

  
Being, as infinite and conscious Life, as the affectionate

  
Father and Mother of all He creates;

Hallowed be thy name.
S&H 16:28-29 (to .)

  
Hallowed be Thy name.


        Adorable One. 
Hallowed in Greek is qadash and means “consecrate, sanctify, set apart, to be holy, keep sacred” (Thayer # 6942).
Mis. 258:13-15

  
                                                               In divine

  
Science, God is One and All; and, governing Himself,


He governs the universe. 

“Hallowed be thy name. i.e. let Thy Name be regarded as holy by all creatures both in heaven and earth. God’s name is His revealed nature i.e. practically God Himself” (Dummelow 646).
“The word hallowed means, to render or pronounce holy. God’s name is essentially holy; and the meaning of this petition is, “Let thy name be celebrated, and venerated, and esteemed as holy everywhere, and receive of all men proper honours” (Barnes 29). 
“To know, understand, the name of a person was to know the person himself” (AB Matthew 75).

“There is everything good in God’s name, for name here means essential nature. . . . Thus the prayer means: Our Father, cause thine eternal nature, revealed in Christ, to be hallowed by us and by all men” (IB 7.310). 

10  Thy kingdom come.  
S&H 16:30-31 (to .)


Thy kingdom come.


        Thy kingdom is come; Thou art ever-present. 

Kingdom in Greek is basileia and means “royal power, kingship, dominion, rule” (Thayer # 932).

Mis. 174:16-25 (to ;)

  
    What is the kingdom of heaven? The abode of Spirit,

  
the realm of the real. No matter is there, no night is


there — nothing that maketh or worketh a lie. Is this

  
kingdom afar off? No:  it is ever-present here. The

  
first to declare against this kingdom is matter. Shall


that be called heresy which pleads for Spirit — the All of

  
God, and His omnipresence? 

  
    The kingdom of heaven is the reign of divine Science:


it is a mental state. Jesus said it is within you, and

  
taught us to pray, "Thy kingdom come;"

S&H 208:20

  
                                                              Let us learn


of the real and eternal, and prepare for the reign of

  
Spirit, the kingdom of heaven, — the reign and rule of

  
universal harmony, which cannot be lost nor remain


forever unseen.  
“The word kingdom here means reign. The petition is the expression of a wish that God may reign everywhere; that his laws may be obeyed; and especially that the gospel of Christ may be advanced everywhere, till the world shall be filled with his glory” (Barnes 29).

Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
S&H 17:1-3 (to .)

 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

              Enable us to know, — as in heaven, so on earth, — God is

 
        omnipotent, supreme. 
“To pray that God’s will, which is “good, pleasing and perfect” (Rom. 12:2), be done on earth as in heaven is to use language broad enough to embrace three requests.

1. The first request is that God’s will be done now on earth as it is now accomplished in heaven. 

2. The second request is that god’s will may ultimately be as fully accomplished on earth as it is now accomplished in heaven.

3. The third request is that God’s will may ultimately be done on the earth in the same way as it is now accomplished in heaven. 

These first three petitions, though they focus on God’s name, God’s kingdom, and God’s will, are nevertheless prayers that he may act in such a way that his people will hallow his name, submit to his reign, and do his will. It is therefore impossible to pray this prayer in sincerity without humbly committing oneself to such a course” (EBC 8. 170-171). 

Mis. 213:27


    Loyal Christian Scientists, be of good cheer:  the night

  
is far spent, the day dawns; God's universal kingdom

  
will appear, Love will reign in every heart, and His will


be done on earth as in heaven. 

“Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.  ‘Thy will be done’ is a prayer for grace to conform our wills to the will of God, and for diligence to carry out that will in action” (Dummelow 646).

“The will of God is that men should obey his law, and be holy. The word will, here, has reference to his law, and to what would be acceptable to him; that is, righteousness. To pray, then, that his will may be done on earth as in heaven, is to pray that his law, his revealed will, may be obeyed and love” (Barnes 30).
S&H 202:3


    The scientific unity which exists between God and man

  
must be wrought out in life-practice, and God's will must

  
be universally done. 

Mis. 208:11-12

  
    Mortals have only to submit to the law of God, come


into sympathy with it, and to let His will be done. 

Pul. 22:3


    All Christian churches have one bond of unity, one

  
nucleus or point of convergence, one prayer, — the Lord's

  
Prayer. It is matter for rejoicing that we unite in love,


and in this sacred petition with every praying assembly

  
on earth, — "Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done in

  
earth, as it is in heaven." 

11  Give us this day our daily bread.
S&H 17:4-5 (to 2nd ;)

  
Give us this day our daily bread;
               Give us grace for to-day; feed the famished affections; 
My. 196:25-26

  
    My Beloved Brethren: — The good in being, even the

  
spiritually indispensable, is your daily bread. 

“Give us this day our daily bread. We are not taught to pray for bread for many days, but for one day, God thereby reminding us of our continual dependence upon Him” (Dummelow 647).
“The word bread here denotes, doubtless, everything necessary to sustain life. This petition implies our dependence on God for the supply of our wants” (Barnes 30).
 S&H 4:3-5


    What we most need is the prayer of fervent desire

  
for growth in grace, expressed in patience, meekness,

  
love, and good deeds. 


Mis. 127:11-13

  
              When a hungry heart petitions the divine Father-


Mother God for bread, it is not given a stone, — but

  
more grace, obedience, and love. 

Un. 14:12 (only)


    Christians are commanded to grow in grace. 

12  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
S&H 17:6-7 (to ;)


And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

            And Love is reflected in love; 
Debts in Greek is opheilema and means “that which is owed, that which is justly or legally due, a debt; metaph. offence, sin” (Thayer #3783).
Forgive in Greek is aphiemi and means “to yield up, to let go, to give up a debt, to forgive, keep no longer, abandon” (Thayer # 863).
“To forgive one’s enemies is the act of a Christian, and the very opposite of the way of the world. Even for Christians it is so hard that our Lord thinks it needful to remind us of its urgent necessity every day when we say our prayers” (Dummelow 647).
13  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
S&H 17:8-11 (to .)

  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from


evil;


    And God leadeth us not into temptation, but delivereth

  
    us from sin, disease, and death. 

Temptation in Greek is peirasmos and means “a trial, an enticement to sin, whether arising from the desires or from the outward circumstances; an internal temptation to sin; adversity, affliction, trouble; rebellion against God, by which his power and justice are, as it were, put to the proof and challenged to show themselves” (Thayer # 3986).
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.
S&H 17:12


For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the

  
glory, forever.


     For God is infinite, all-power, all Life, Truth, Love, over


    all, and All.  

I Chron. 29:11

11  Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as head above all.

My. 267:10 He

  
                             He is supreme, infinite, the great for-

  
ever, the eternal Mind that hath no beginning and no


end, no Alpha and no Omega. 

“For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory. He is to be ‘first, last, supremest, best,’ in our view; and all selfish and worldly views are to be absorbed in that one great desire of the soul that God may be ‘all in all.’ Approaching him with these feelings, our prayers will be answered, our devotions will rise like incense, and the lifting up our hands will be like the evening sacrifice” (Barnes 30).

S&H 16:7

  
    Our Master taught his disciples one brief prayer,

  
which we name after him the Lord's Prayer. Our Mas-


ter said, "After this manner therefore pray ye," and then 
      he gave that prayer which covers all human needs. 
      There is indeed some doubt among Bible scholars, 
      whether the last line is not an addition to the prayer by 
      a later copyist; but this does not affect the meaning 
      of the prayer itself. 

Pul. 22:3


    All Christian churches have one bond of unity, one

  
nucleus or point of convergence, one prayer, — the Lord's

  
Prayer. It is matter for rejoicing that we unite in love,


and in this sacred petition with every praying assembly

  
on earth, — "Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done in

  
earth, as it is in heaven." 

Almost every Bible Commentary has pages and pages of scholarly discourse on the subject of the Lord’s Prayer, but few have the spiritual sense and inspiration so needful for us as students of Christian Science. Mary Baker Eddy gives the “inspired word” and meaning of this important prayer, and we encourage the Bible student to pour through her writings looking up every line and individual word to gain the highest sense of it. We have included a few of those passages in the research. Also, there are several articles on the Lord’s Prayer in the Bound Volumes in the Christian Science Reading Room to enhance your study.
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